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1996/... Ilnplenentation of the hunman rights of wonen and the girl child

The Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of

Mnorities,

Recalling its resolutions 1994/43 of 26 August 1994 and 1992/ 4 of
14 August 1992,

Recalling in particular that in its resolution 1995/26 of 24 August 1995
t he Sub- Conmi ssi on decided to consider the human rights of wonen and the girl
child under every itemof its agenda, as well as in all relevant studies
undert aken by the Sub- Commi ssion

Reaffirm ng that the full and effective inplenentation of United Nations
human rights instruments is of major inportance to the efforts of the
United Nations, pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and the
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Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, to pronote universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout
di scrimnation based, inter alia, on gender

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts, which states that the human rights of wonen
and of the girl child are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of
uni versal human rights and that the human rights of wonmen should form an
integral part of the United Nations human rights activities (A CONF. 157/ 23,
para. |.18),

Bearing in nmind that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action calls

for action to integrate the equal status and human rights of wormen into the
mai nst ream of United Nations systemw de activity, stresses the inportance of
wor ki ng towards the elinination of violence agai nst wonen in public and
private life and urges the eradication of all forns of discrimnation against
wonen,

Recal ling the Progranme of Action adopted at the International Conference
on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, held at Cairo fromb5 to 13 Septenber 1994, (see
A/ CONF. 171/ 13), in which the rights of wonen received strong support and
clarification, being understood as an essential elenent in all policies
concerned with health and popul ati on programes, and which call ed upon al
countries to take full neasures to elimnate all forns of exploitation, abuse,
harassnment and vi ol ence agai nst wonen,

Recal ling al so the Copenhagen Decl aration on Soci al Devel opment and the
Programe of Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opment, held in
Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995, (see A/ CONF. 166/9), in which the goal of
achieving equality and equity between wonen and nen was identified as a key
elenent in all steps taken towards enhanci ng social devel opnent and ensuring
human wel | - bei ng,

Wl coming the call in the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen, held from4 to
15 Septenber 1995 (see A/ CONF.177/20), for intensified efforts to integrate
t he equal status and the human rights of all wonmen and girls into the
mai nst ream of United Nations systemw de activities and to address these
i ssues regularly and systenmatically throughout rel evant bodi es and mechani sms,
and for related actions to be taken by, inter alia, the human rights treaty

noni tori ng bodi es,
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Reiterating the inmportance of steps ainmed at preventing and elininating
all forns of discrimnation against wonen and girls, and particularly steps
focusing on the need to eradicate all fornms of violence agai nst wonen and
girls,

Enphasi zi ng the need for full inplenmentation by Governments and conmunity
organi zati ons, non-governmental organizations, educational institutions, and
the public and private sectors, as appropriate, of the nmeasures set out in the
Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 104 of 20 Decenber 1993,
proclaimng the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence agai nst Wnen, in
whi ch the Assenbly recogni zed that viol ence agai nst wonen vi ol ated and
inmpaired or nullified the enjoynent by wonen of hunman rights and fundanenta
freedons,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the effective inplenentation of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen;

Noting the inportance for wonen of the full inplenmentation of all the
human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Economi c,

Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts, the Convention against Torture and G her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treatnment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Elinination of
Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, as well as the Declaration on the Elimnination of Violence against
Wnen,

Wél com ng Conmmi ssion on Human Rights resolutions 1993/46 of 8 March 1993,
1994/ 45 of 4 March 1994, 1995/86 of 8 March 1995 and 1996/48 of 19 April 1996
regarding the integration of the equal status of wonmen and the hunman rights of
worren into the mai nstream of United Nations systemw de activity;

Noting the report of the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts on vi ol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and its consequences, M. Radhika
Coomar aswarny (E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 53 and Add.1 and 2);

Wl comi ng the report of the Secretary-General on the followup to the
Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen: review of mainstreaning in organizations of
the United Nations system extent to which violations of wonren's human rights
have been addressed by human rights nechani sns (E/ CN 6/ 1996/ 90),

Recogni zi ng the continued i nportance of a focal point for the human

rights of wonen within the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts,
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Wl conming the appoi ntnent of an adviser to the United Nations
Secretary- General on gender issues to help ensure systemw de inplenmentation
of the Platform for Action

Wl conming also the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Commi ssion, Ms. Halinma Enbarek Warzazi, on harnful traditional practices
affecting the health of wonen and children (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1996/6) and the
prelimnary report prepared by Ms. Linda Chavez on systematic rape, sexua
slavery and sl avery-like practices during periods of armed conflict, including
internal armed conflict (E CN. 4/Sub.?2/1996/26),

Convi nced of the need to elinminate all forms of sexual violence and
sexual exploitation, including trafficking for the purposes of prostitution
other forns of commrercial sex, donestic |abour and servile forns of marriage,
whi ch are violations of the human rights of wonmen and girl children and are
i nconpatible with the dignity and worth of the hunman person

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
conmi tted agai nst women ni grant workers,

Reiterating that acts of violence directed agai nst wonen inpair or
nullify their enjoynent of their human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Convi nced that gl obal devel opment cannot be achieved w thout the ful
partici pati on of wonen,

Noting with deep concern that the economic and financial crises in many
countries have severely affected the soci o-economic status of wonen,
especially in rural areas, and the continuing rise in the nunber of rura
worren living in poverty,

Recogni zi ng, however, that sone progress has been nade to advance wonen's
human rights, but that nuch nore effort is needed to nminstream wonen's human
ri ghts throughout the United Nations system including the war crines
tribunal s;

1. Requests that all studies subnitted at its forty-ninth session
i ncl ude gender-di saggregated statistics and di scuss ways in which gender
affects the various forns of abuse to which wonen are subjected, the
consequences of those abuses, the availability and accessibility of renedies,
the rel ationship between the abuses suffered by wonen and the subordinate
status of wonmen in public and private life, any gaps in existing internationa
standards of protection, and gender-specific recomendati ons to renmedy these

vi ol ati ons;
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2. Appeal s to all Governnents that have not yet done so to ratify the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen
wi thout resort to reservations;

3. Expresses the hope that the Cormittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrimnati on agai nst Wiren will be integrated as soon as possible with the
other human rights treaty nonitoring nechani sms;

4, Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that United Nations hunan
rights and humanitarian relief personnel receive training to enable them
adequately to recogni ze and address human rights violations directed at wonen
and to carry out their work w thout gender bi as;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chairman of the
Admi ni strative Conmittee on Coordination, to seek to ensure the reinforcenent
and further devel opment of the integration of the human rights of wonen into
the mainstream of United Nations systemw de activity, follow ng the framework
set out at the Fourth World Conference on Whnen

6. Decides to consider nore fully the inplications of the Beijing
Platformfor Action for the work of the Sub-Conmission in such areas as wonen
and poverty, the role of woren in global devel opment and the pronotion of
human rights, as well as additional neasures to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen,
including trafficking, at its forty-ninth session under the same agenda item

7. Urges Menber States, in order to prevent and elimnate all forms of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and girls, to adopt neasures for the effective
i mpl ement ati on of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence against
Wbren, taking into special consideration wonen who are at high risk of
vi ol ence, such as wonen m grant workers, refugee wonen and wonen in conflict
situations;

8. Encour ages Menber States to enact and/or reinforce penal, civil,
| abour and administrative sanctions in donestic |egislation to punish and
redress the wongs done to wonen and girls who are subjected to any form of
vi ol ence, whether in the honme, the workplace, the comunity or society;

9. Fully supports the anendnments adopted by the Conmittee on the
Eli mi nati on of Discrinination against Woinen to the guidelines for the
preparation of the periodic reports subnitted to the Conmittee seeking that
States parties report on reservations to the Convention and include in their
reports information on measures taken to inplenment the Beijing Platformfor

Action, in order to facilitate the work of the Committee;
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10. Proposes that the Secretary-Ceneral take steps to enhance the foca
point on wonen in the Centre for Human Rights and to ensure that wonen's human
rights are effectively supported at all levels in the United Nations system
in cooperation with the Division for the Advancenent of Wnmen;

11. Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral to fulfil his target, reaffirned
by the Fourth World Conference on Wnen, of having wonen hold 50 per cent of
manageri al and deci si on-maki ng positions by the year 2000;

12. Requests CGovernnents to support initiatives of wonen's
organi zati ons and non-governmental organi zations all over the world to raise
awar eness on the issue of equality of wonmen and nmen and to contribute to the
elimnation of all forms of discrimnation agai nst wonen;

13. Supports the decision of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen, at
its fortieth session, to renew the open-ended working group established to
devel op an optional protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen;

14. Decides to give full attention to these issues at its forty-ninth

sessi on under the sane agenda item



