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NT,NCTION OF THE MEMBEFS OI' THE INTERNATIONAI LAIJ COMMISSION

Letter dated 12 September 1981 fron _q.he Permanent Representative of
Ilonduras to the United Nations ad.dressed to the Secret ary-Cenera-1

'trdith reference to the election of the members of the International Law
Conmission to be held at the thirty-sixth session of the ceneral Assenbl-y, the
Latin 4merican Group wishes to state the following regarding the all-ocation of
seats on the Cornrai.ssion;

(a) The proportion of seats fcr the Latin Americai Group in any Comittee
or any body of the United Nations systen is refated to the nrmber of its members,
which has grown from ?6 in 1976 to 30 in f9B1 arrd which will certainly increase
during the present decade.

(b) Si.nce the Group of l,trestern European and other States, consisting of 23
members, insists on its aspiration to eight seats on the fnternationa.l Law
Cornmission, our Group finds that, in a"11 fairness, at least the previously
rotating add.itional seat shoul-d. be allotted pemranently to the Latin Arnerican
Group so that it should have a minimr-m of flve seats cn the Connission.

(c) In reiterating the vievs of the Group, vhich were conmuni cated on
29 January and on 30 }rlal.ch 19Bl by its Chairnen to the Chairman of the Group of
l.Iestern Europear and other States, we stated the position that the "gentlemen's
agreement " of 1956 shou"l-d be updated to make it conpatible ruith the present
membelship of the Assembly" and also because it referred to the atternation of
a past between "a nationa.l from Latin America and a national from the British
ComonweaJ-th countries not otherwise included in any recognized regional
grouping". 1/ Al-l- the countries of the Cornmonr,realth are now included in a
recognized regional group,

x A/36/r5O,
1/ Official Records of the Genelql Assembly, Eleventh Session, Annexes,

agenda item 59, docuaent A/3\27, para. 13.
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(d) Reference is rnade in this connexion a.l-so to the l"etter dated
l-0 llovember 197f frorc the Chairman of the Latin .American Group to -.he Secretary-
Cenerat (A/B51I ) .

(e) the Latin l[aerican Group is not asking for overrepresentation, nor d.oes
it have any desire to create any obstacl-es for other groups in the International
law Commission to have the representaLion to vhich Lhey are entit.Ied. It calnot,
hoi^iever, accept the continuation of an agreement, which has as a corolJ.ary the
rnd.exrepresentation of its o\,m nembers in that body.

(f) llane of the bodies recently established ldthin the United Nations system
confers upon the Group of I'iestern European and other States tvice as many
l^enresF'n+atirrec qc tha Te+.r'n Anerinor lirn',r Tr 'lOIll tl.,a?af^va iha Ai'cherqfa

representation of ei6hl to four in a body as inportant as the fnternational Law
Cornmission is tot a'Ily inacceptable.

I wou-L d be very gratefu-I if Your Excel-lency could have this note circulated.
as a docr.ment of the General Assembly " under item 17 (f) of the provisional agenda.

(Sisned) Mario 0ARIAS

A:rtbas s ad-or
Pernanent Fepresentative of Ilonduras
Chairman cf the Latin Ame"i carl Group


