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INTERNAT]ONAL COVENANTS ON HUIWAN RIGHTS
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and Pol-itieal Rigirts and tbe rCptional- Protocol to the

Intgrnational Covenant on Civil and Political- Rights

1. fhe Generaf Assembly by its resolution 22OO A (XXr) of 15 Decernber l-966
adopteil and opened for signature, ratification or accession the fnternational
Covenant on Economic n Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on
Civil and. Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the fnternationaf Covenant
on Civil- and Political Rights, ancl- expressecl the hope that the Covenants and. the
Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceiled to without d.e1ay and woulcl
come into force at an early date. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-Genera1
to submit to its future sessions reports eoneerning the state of ratifications
of the Covenants and. of the Optional Protocol" fn response to that request,
reports on the status of the International Covenants and the Optional Protocol
have been submitted annually to the Asserrbly since its twenty-second session, in
L967 "

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were opened. for signature at
New York on 19 December 1966. In accord.ance with their respective provisions, A
the fnternationaf Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entered. into
force on 3 January I)'(6, the International Covenant on Civil- and Political Rights

U Article 2'l ot the fnternational
Rights, artiele \9 of the International
article 9 of the Optional Protocol.

Covenant on Economic, Social- and. Cultural
Covenant on Civil and. Pol-itical Rights and

Statul of the International .Covenant on Econonic,. Social
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entered. into force on 23 l,{arch Lg76, and the Optional ProtoCol to the
International- Covenant on Civil and Pol-itical Rights, having received. the
: equired. nu:nber of ratifications or aceessions, entered. into force simul-taneously
i'rith that Covenant on 23 March 1976.

3, By its resoLution 35/132 of 11 December 1980, the General Assembl-y again
invited. al-l States which had not yet clone so to become parties to both Covenants
as lrel1 as to consid.er acceding to the Optional Protocol to the fnternational
Co'venant on Civil and Political Rights and. invited. the States parties to the
Tnternational Covenant on Civil antl Political. Rights to consicler making the
d.eclaration provid.ecl for in article hl of that Covenant. The Assembly al-so
requested- the Secretary-General to subnit at its thirty-sirth session a report on
the status of the Covenants and the Optional Protocol.

4. As at l sentenrber 19[J1" the Internationa] Covenant on Eeonomic, Social and
Cultura1 Rights had been ratified. or aceed.ed to by 69 States, the fnternational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights had been ratified. or acceded to by 6T States
and the Optional Protoeol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights had been ratified. or aceed.ed to by 26 States. Tn ad.ttition, 11 States had
signed. the International Covenant on Economico Social and. Cultural Rights, 12
States had signeil the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
7 States had. signect the Optional Protocol-. The l-ist of States r,rhich have signed,
ratified. or acced.ed to the Covenants and the Optional Protocol and. the d.ates of
their signatures, ratifications or accessions appear in annexes f to IIl of the
present report.

," Upon ratifieation of the fnternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, or subsequentlyu the Governments of Austria, Canacl.a" Denmark, Finland.,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ice1and., fta1y, the Netherland.s, New Zealand,
Norway, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Swed.en and the United Kingdorn of Great Britain and.
Northern freland have mad.e the declaration provided. for under article l+t of ttre
Covenant, recognizing the competence of the Human Rights Conmittee, established.
under article 28 of the Covenant, to receive and consid"er communications to the
effect that a State parby claims that another State party is not fulfil-l.ing its
obligations und.er the Covenant. The provisions of article l+1 entered. into force
on 23 l.{arch L9T9 Ln accord.ance with paragraph 2 of that article.
6" As regards the inplenentation of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and CuLtural Rights, the Economic and Socia1 Council at its organlzational
session for 1981, adopted. decision l-gll-n}z of 6 February 19B], in which, having
considered. the future composition, org€u3ization and administrative arrangements
of the SessionaL Uorking Group on the fmplementation of the fnternational Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, it Cecicled to keep the matter und-er
f\rrther review at its first regular session of 1981; took note of the
appointment by the President of the council, in conformity with its
d.ecision I?TB/IO of 3 May 19?8, of the members of the Council which are al-so
States parties to the Covenant as members of the Sessional l,trorking Group; and
urged. the States members of the Sessional_ Irlorking Group to includ.e in their
delegations experts in matters dealt with in the Covenant, to participate in
the work of the Group.
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T. The gu""ionaf Working Group on the fmplementation of the fnternational
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, establishecl in accord.ance
with Economic and social- council decision r978/l.o of 3 May 19?8, held its thirtt
session at United. Nations Headcluarters from 1l+ April to 1 May 1981. The Group
lras composed. of the foll-owing members of the Council which were also States
parties to the Covenant: Barbados, Bulgaria, Ecuador, German Dernocratic
Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Inclia, Iraq, Jordan, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Ilicaragu.a, Norway, Senegal, Spain, Union of Soviet Soeialist
Republics and Zaire.

B" At its thirct session, the Sessional Inlorking Group consialered reports
submitted. by States parties und.er the first and. second stages of the Progranme
established by Council resoiution 1988 (tX) of 11 May 19?6 concerning rights
covereil by artieles 6 to 9 and 10 to ]-2 of the Covenant. It also consid.ered
the question of the review of its future eomposition, or€tanization and
administrative arrangements in accordance with Council decision 1981/102 and
submitted. a report to the Economic ancl Social Council at its first regular
session of 1981 (n/ry&/61+ and Ad.d.l-).

9. By its decision 1981/158 of B May 1981, the Economic and Social Council
took note of the report of the Sessional l,{orking Group; approved. the
recommenilations of the Group concerning the revierv of its composition,
organization and administrative arrangements; and. decided to ineorporate them
into the methods of work of the Group as set out in Council resolution I979/l+3
of 11 l.{ay 1979" By its clecision L9BL/]-59 of B May 198I, the Council decitled.
to request States parties to the International- Covenant on Econom:ic, Social
and. Cultural Rights that have not yet subnitted their reports as called for
r:nd.er articl-e l-5 of the Covenant and. Council resolution 19BB (f,X), to do so
as soon as possible" And, by its decision 1981/1520 also of 8 May 1981, ttre
Council- decided to review the composition, organization and administrative
arrangements of the Sessional l,trorking Group at its first regular session of
t9B2 "

10. As regard.s the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil antl
Political Rights, the Human Rights Connittee held its e1eventh session at the
United Nations office at Geneva from 2o to 31 October 1980, its twelfbh
session at United l{ations Headquarters from 23 March to 10 April 19Bl and its
thirteenth session at the Unitecl Nations Offiee at Geneva from 13 to 31 July
1981. fn accordance vith article \5 or the Covenant and article 6 of the
Optj.onal Protocol, the Conmittee has submitted its annual report, through the
Economic and. Social Cor:nci1, to the General Assembly at its thirty-si:<th
session" 2/ which covers the activities of the Connittee at its eleventh,
tlrelfth and thirteenth sessions.

4 Official Records of the General Assembly" Thirty-sixth Sessiong

@(Ah6/t+o).



State

Algeria
Argentina

Australia
Austria
Barbados

Belgir:m

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic

Canada

CentraL African Republic

Chile
China b/
Colombia

Costa Rica

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Kampuchea

Denmark

Dominican Republie

Ecuaclor

Eevpt

BL Salvador

Date of signature

I0 December 1958

19 February 1958

18 Deeearber 1972

10 December 1973

I0 Decenber 1968

B oetober 1968

19 l4arch 1968

16 Septernber Jr969

2l Deceriber L966

l-9 Decembey 1966

9 January L967

? Oetober 1968

1T 0ctober 1980

20 March 1968

Septerrber 1967

Apgust 1957

Septenrber 196?
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Pate of rec.eipt_of
lhe instn:nent gf
ratification or

access]-0n

10 December 1975

10 Septenber 1978

5 January 1973 gl

21 Septenber 1970

12 llovember 1973

19 I',iay L9T6 il
B l,.lay r98r il

10 February 1972

29 October t969

29 November l-958

2 April 1969

23 Decenbev 1975

6 January 1972

l+ January I-STB a/
6 warcu :-969

30 Novembev 1979

A}INEX T

List of States r.rhich have signed", ratified or acceded

Cul-tural Rie,hts

29

Ir

2t
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State

Finland.

France

Gambia

German Democratic BePublic

Germany, Federal RePub1ic of
Guinea

Guyana

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland
Inc[]-a

Iran
Iraq
Ireland-

Israel
ItaLy
Jamaica

Japan

Jord.an

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia
Libyan Arab Ja.nahiriya

Lrlcembourg

It{adagascar

MaIi

l{alta
l4auritius
itiexico

Date of siEnature+

1I october 196T

2J March 1973

9 October l-958

28 February L96T

22 August 1968

19 December ]1966

25 lrIarch 1969

30 Decenber 1968

lr Aprir 1958

lB February l-969

1 Oetober I9?3

19 Deeenber 1966

18 January 1957

19 Decenber t966

3o lviay l-978

30 June 19?2

r8 epril 196?

26 November l-971+

1l+ April 1970

22 October t96B

Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or

accesslon

19 Aueust 1975

h i$ovember I98O aJ

29 December L97B a/
B }lovember l-973

17 Decenber 1973

2l+ January ISTB

15 Februayy 197'l

1T February l-9B:-- gl
l-7 January 197Ir

22 August 1979

10 April I9T9 4
2t+ Jtne L975

25 Jan:uary I9TL

15 September 1978

I October 1975

2L Jtrne L9T9

28 Mav I9T5

1 lr{ay L972 4
3 November l.972

15 May L97o 9/

22 Septerrber 19Tf

r5 .ruly r97\ il

12 December L973

23 March :.?BL il

sl

il



State

it{ongolia

it{orocco

Netherland.s

New Zeal-and

Nicaragua

Norway

Panama

Peru

PhiJ-ippines

Pol-and

Portugal

Romania

Rwand.a

Senegal

Spain

Drl_ LanKa

Surir:ame

Sweden

Syrian Arab Republic
Trinid.ad and. Tobago

Trxrisia

Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet Social_ist
Republics

United. Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern frel-and

United. Republic of Tanzania
United. States of America

Date of signature

5 June 1968

19 January tgTT
z5 Jtne l-969

12 November 1968

20 l'Iareh 1968

2T JuIy l-976

l-1 August l_977

19 Decenber 1966

2 Maych 196T

7 October 1976

2l June 1)68

6 ,rury rg7o

28 September 1976

29 Septenber ]-967

30 April 1958

20 I'Iarch 1968

18 l4arch 1968

15 Septenber 1968

5 October 19?7
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Date of reeeipt of
the _instrument of
ratification or

accession

]-B Novenber 197\

3 Mw r9Tg

l-1 December 1978

2B Decenber l-978

12 I'larch agBO a/
13 September l-972

8 March 197?

28 April 1978

7 Jrne 197Ir

t8 }{arch f9T?

31 July 1978

9 December I9T)+

15 April r9T5 il
13 February 1978

27 Aprit I9T7

11 June I98O al
28 December l-976 a/
5 December ISTI

21 April l-959 Z/
8 December 1978 a/

18 l4arch 1969

12 November I9T3

15 oetober i-973

20 Inay 1976

11 Jr.rne 1976 g/
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State

Uruguay

Venezuel-a

Yugoslavia

Zafre

n4q__€_e1ene&s1g.

2l February 1957

z\ June 1969

I August 196?

Date of receiPtjf
the instmment of
ratification gr

accessl0n

1 April 19?0

10 May 1978

2 June 1971

I Novembey 1976 a/

a/ Aecession.

b/ Following on the adoption of resolution 2758 (XXVI) ot 25 October 1971 on

the lawful rights of the People's Republic of china in the unitecl Nations by the

General Assembly, the },{inister for Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of
China, by a note addressed to the Secretary-General, received' on 29 September L9T2'

stated-:"
,,I. l.lith regard" to the multilateraf treaties signed, ratified or

acceded. to by the defunct chinese government before the establishrrent of the

People's Republic of china, tql Government will examine their contents before

naking a aeiision in the lichl of the eircumstances as to whether or not

they should be recognized.

',2. As from l0ctober 19\9, the day of the founding of the Peoplers

Republic of china, the chiang Kai-shek 91ioue has no rieht at al-l to
represent China. Tts signatire and ratification of, or aecession to' any

nultilateral treaties by usurping the name of 'chinar al'e all ilIegaI and

null and void. Ug Government wiit stuay these rnultilateral treaties before

making a deeision in the lieht of the eircurnstances as to whether or not they

should be acceded to."
The lists in

two Covenants and
on 5 October 1967.

annexes I to III therefore do not incl-ude the signature of the

the Optional Protocol on behalf of the "Republic of China'r

/"..



State

Algeria
Argentina

Australia
Austria a/
Barbados

Belgiun

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Repub3-ic

Canaiia a/
Central African Republic

Chile
China c/
Colombia

Costa Rica

Clprus

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Kampuchea

Denmark a/
Dominican Republie

Ecuaclor

Egrpt

El Salvaclor

Finland a/
France

Ganbia

Date of signature

10 Deeember 1968

l-9 February 1968

18 December l-.972

10 Deeember 1973

1O Decenber 1968

8 Octouer t95B

19 laarch 1968

16 Septenber i969

21 December A966

19 Decenber l966
19 December 1966

7 October 1958

1T October 1980

20 March 1958

April 1968

August 196?

September 1957

October 1957

Al36/t+5,
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Date of receipS ot
the instrument offfi

-_-
access]-on

13 Auepst 1980

10 Septenber 197B

I January L973 V

21 Septertuer 1970

12 November 1973

19 May l976 yl
8 l.,ray 1981 !./

10 Februam l9Tz

29 October 1969

29 November 1968

2 April 1969

23 December L975

6 Jan:uary t972
l+ January lgTB b/
6 Marcb 1969

3O November 1979

19 August 1975

lr November 198O b/
22 March ]i979 V

/...

ANNEX IT

List of States which hale_ qigned, fatified or acceded to the
International Covenant on Civit and Politica1 RigJrts

l+

h

2T

11
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State

German Denocratic Republic

Germany, Fed.eral- Republic of
Guinea

Guyana

Honduras

Hungary

feelanct a/

Inclia
fran
Iraq
freland
fsrael
Italy g/
Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamatririya

Luxenbourg

Madagascar

Mali
l'{auritius
Mexico

Mongolia

IVoroceo

Netherlands g/
New Zeal-ancl a/

Date of sierature

2? l'{arch 19?3

9 October I95B

28 Februar:y 1967

22 Aueust 1968

19 Deceniber L966

25 l.{arch 1959

30 Decenber 1958

l+ April 1968

18 February ]1969

l- Oetober 1973

19 Decenber L966

tB .lanuary l-967

L9 Decenber 1955

30 May 1978

30 June 19?2

18 April 1957

26 Novenber 19?lr

J-7 Septenber 1969

5 June l-968

19 January 1977

25 Jr.rne 1969

12 Novenber 1968

Date of receipt of#
the instrument offfi

accesslon

8 Novenober 1973

17 Decenber 1973

2\ January 1p?8

15 February 19??

1T January 19?l+

22 August L979

10 April L979 A
zh June 1975

25 January 1971

l-5 September 1978

3 October 1975

21 June 1979

28 l,lay L975

1 May Lg72 U
3 November 1972 b/

15 May I9To yl

21 June 1971

16 .ruty r97l+ V
12 December L9?3 b/
23 March t98t !./
18 }rovenber 197h

3 May 19?9

1I December 19?8

28 Decenber 1978

el



State

Ilicaragua

Norway a/
Panama

Peru

Philippines
Poland.

Portugal

Romania

Rwanda

Senegal a/
Spain

Sri Lanka a/
Surinarne

Swed.en a/

Syrian Arab Republic

Triniclad. and Tobago

Tunisia
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

Unitecl Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Irelancl a/

United. Republic of Tanzania

United. States of America

Uruguay

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Date of signature

2O Mareh 1968

27 JuIy 1976

11 August 1977

19 Decerrber 1966

2 March 1967

? October 1976

2? June 1958

6 Juty rg7o

28 September 19T6

29 Septenber L967

30 April 1968

20 March 1958

L8 March 1968

16 Septerrber 1958

I October 1977

21 February J957

el+ .fune 1959

B Arrgust 1957

A/36/t+55
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Date of receipt of
the instrument of
@

accession

L2 lrlarch 1980 !./
13 Septenber l-972

B March 1977

28 April 1978

tB March 1977

15 June 1978

9 December l-97I+

16 April L975 \/
13 February 1978

2l Apri:-. 1977

11 June l98O b/
28 Decerrber 1976 b/
5 December 1971

21 April L969 U
21 Decenber 1978 b/
18 l,larch 1959

12 Novenber 1973

15 octouer l973

20 May 1976

11 June l976 A

1 April 197o

10 May 1978

2 June 1971

1 November 19T6 b/

e/
yl
el

I"{atle the declaration under

Aceession.

See annex I, foot'note b/.

art. hI of the covenant.



State

Austria
Barbados

Canada

Central African Republie

China !./
Colombia

Costa Rica

Qfprus

Denmark

Dominican Republic

Ecuad.or

El Salvador

!']-nIancl-

Guinea

Honduras

Iceland

Italy
Jamaica

l4aclagascar

Mauritius
Nether]-ands

Nicaragua

ITorway

Panama

Peru

Date of signature

10 December 1973

21 December l966
19 December l-966

19 December 1966

20 March 1968

l+ April 1p6B

21 Septenber t967

11 Decerrber 1967

19 March 1975

19 December 1966

30 April 19?6

19 Deeember 1966

17 September l-969

25 June 1969

20 l'{arch 1968

27 Jl;-W 19T6

11 Aueust 1977
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Date of receipt of
the instrument of
@

accession

5 January 7973 g/
19 May 1976 e/
B uay :9BL a/

29 October l-969

29 November 1968

6 January I9T2

h January LSTB a/
6 March 1969

t9 Aueust 1975

22 Ausust ].979 gl
15 Septenber 19?8

3 October 1975

21 June 19?1

12 Decenber I9T3 a/
11 December 19?8

12 l4arch l?BO gl
13 Septenber J-972

B March 197?

3 October 1980

AN}IEX TIT

List of States which have signed, ratified or accedect to the
Optional Protoeol to the fnteqnational Covenant on Civil and

Political Ri-ehts
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State

Portugal

Philippines
Senegal

Suriname

Sweden

Trinidad. and Tobago

Uruguay

Venezuela

Zaire

Date of signature

1 August 1978

19 Decerrber 11966

6 ,lury rgTo

29 Septerober ]-967

21 February 1957

15 Novenbev ]976

Date of reeeipt of
the instnment of

-

?atl_r'lcatlon or
accesslon

13 February 1978

28 December 1976 a/
5 Decenbet 1971'

L\ November 19Bo a/
1 April l-97o

10 May 1978

1 }lovember 1976 a/

a/ Aecession.

b/ See annex I, foot-note ts/.


