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On the occasion of the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent, | greet the participants of the Conference and w sh
them success in the work of this authoritative and representative
i nternational forum

In the nmore than 30 years of its existence, UNCTAD has nmade a
substantial contribution to solving key econoni ¢ problenms and has had a
significant positive inpact on efforts to accelerate the economc grow h of
devel opi ng countries, restructure the world econony and ensure the econonic
progress of the world community as a whol e.

In today's conditions, marked by a growing trend towards the
gl obalization and |iberalization of global economic relations, regiona
i ntegration and increasing interdependence of national econonm es, UNCTAD has
a particularly inportant role to play in devel opi ng new approaches to
cont enpor ary econoni ¢ probl ens.

| amsure that in these new conditions, UNCTAD will denpbnstrate once
again its capacity to react flexibly to the challenges of our time, adapting

its work to the nature of economic relations in today's world, and will use
its rich potential to solve effectively the econoni ¢ devel opnent probl ens on
the eve of the twenty-first century. | would |ike to assure you that in this

activity, UNCTAD will continue to receive full understanding and all necessary
support fromthe Russian Federation

I would be grateful if participants at the Conference would transmt to

their Governments and peopl es our sincere wi shes for peace, progress,
stability and well-being.

ZA. 96-55090 (E)



