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CUESTI ON DE LA VI OLACI ON DE LCS DERECHOS HUVANCS Y LAS LI BERTADES
FUNDAMENTALES EN CUALQUI ER PARTE DEL MUNDO, ESPECI ALMENTE EN LOS
PAI SES Y TERRI TORI G5 CCOLONI ALES Y DEPENDI ENTES

Carta de fecha 24 de abril de 1996 dirigida al Presidente de
la Com sio6n de Derechos Humanos por el Encargado de Negoci os
interino de la Msién Permanente de |a Repiblica Federativa

de Yugoslavia ante la (ficina de |as
Naci ones Unidas en G nebra

Tengo el honor de adjuntar a la presente una respuesta* a la carta de
fecha 9 de abril de 1996 dirigida al Presidente de | a Com si 6n de Derechos
Humanos por el Representante Permanente de Croacia ante la Oficina de |as
Naci ones Unidas en G nebra "relativa a la situacion de los croatas en |la
Republ i ca Federativa de Yugosl avia", que se distribuyd conb docunento de |la
Comi si 6n (E/CN. 4/1996/154), y de solicitarle que tenga a bien distribuirla
conp docunento del 52° periodo de sesiones de |la Comisién, en relacién con el
tema 10 del progranma

(Firmado): Mroslav M LOSEVIC
Encargado de Negoci os interino

* El anexo se reproduce conb se presentd, en el idionma origina
sol anent e.

GE. 96- 12754 (S)



E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 170
pagi na 2

Annex
STATUS OF CROATS IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A

Wth reference to the letter the Permanent Representative of the Republic
of Croatia to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva (E/ CN. 4/1996/154) addressed
to the Chairman of the United Nations Comni ssion on Hunan Ri ghts dated
9 April 1996, | have the honour to draw your attention to the unfounded
al l egations, insinuations and untruths it contains concerning the situation
of ethnic Croats in the Federal Republic of Yugosl avia.

There are no separate territories in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
therefore, Srem and Backa are only geographical regions of the Autononous
Provi nce of Vojvodina. The claimthat Vojvodi na has never been a part of the
Serbian State territory is pure fabrication: it joined Serbia in 1918 upon a
decision of its Assenbly (del egates were Serbs, Croats, Bunjevacs, Slovaks,
Romani ans, Rut heni ans, Hungarians, etc.). As for Boka Kotorska, it is a
geogr aphi cal part of the Republic of Mntenegro, which is a constitutiona
unit of the Federal Republic of Yugosl avia.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and its two constituent Republi cs,
Serbi a and Montenegro, are States of all their respective citizens. By
virtue of this, they can exercise their guaranteed constitutional rights.
The quoted statenent by Ms. Savovic that Croats "enjoy neither a mnority
status nor a national status" should be understood within that context. As
all other citizens in a civil State, Croats in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia are equal and, accordingly, not denied the basic human rights and
freedons.

The clainms are unfounded that entire Croatian villages in Sremwere
forcibly cleansed of Croats (with no nmention of the nanmes of any villages).

There are no "pure Croat, Serb, Hungarian or others' villages" in the
Aut ononmous Provi nce of Vojvodi na.

No "forced nobilization" of Croats has been carried out in Serbia, but
regul ar conscription, as |aid down under the Constitution, covers al
eligible citizens, as in any other country.

No war was waged agai nst Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovi na, but, indeed,
Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovi na carried out unconstitutional and arned
secession. It is a well-known fact that Croatia has been ethnically cl eansed
in the war nost substantially: fromover 580,000 Serbs in Croatia in 1991
t hei r nunmber has been reduced to bel ow 100, 000 at present.

The al |l egations that Croats are being dismssed fromtheir jobs and
exposed to harassnment are unfounded. Not a single name of any damaged party
is mentioned in the Croatian representative's letter
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The nunber of ethnic Croats mentioned in the letter of the Croatian
representative consi derably exceeds the 1991 popul ati on census, established
at 74,808 Croats living in the Autononous Province of Vojvodina.

The al | egati on of "manipul ati ng" the census is al so unfounded. Under the
Constitution, Bunjevci and Sokci are not "sub-ethnic" groups of Croats but
citizens free to express their national affiliations. The fact that sone
Croats consider thensel ves Yugoslavs is not a result of any "problemtic
nationality relations", but a consequence of the above-nentioned freedom of
expression in a civil State. There is no evidence at all that 45,000 Croats
have been expelled from Serbia. The fact is that, under the 1991 census, sone
18,000 citizens previously registered as Croats decl ared thensel ves as
Bunj evci .

No political party is registered in Yugoslavia under the name of "Serbian
Political Party". The allegation that 5,000 Croats abandoned the area under
"terrorist pressure" between 1991 and 1995 is not supported by facts (nanes,
dates, etc.).

Croats are free to use their | anguage and al phabet, as stipul ated under
the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia. The Serbo-Croat |anguage is in
official use, the Cyrillic and Latin al phabets being on a footing of equality
in Serbia. The Croats have the following cultural and information
institutions:

- The "Bunj evacko kol o" Croatian Cultural Centre, Subotica;

- The "Matija Gubec" Cul tural-Educational Ensenble, Tavankut (District
of Subotica);

- The "Jovanka Gabosac" cul tural conpany, Martinci
- The "Matija Gubec" Croat cultural-educational society, Rung;

- The "Silvije Strahimr Kranjcevic" cultural-artistic conpany,
Sonbor ;

- The "Backi Monostor" cultural-artistic ensenble, Sonbor

The "Bunj evac Hone", an organization of Croats in Vojvodi na, publishes a
weekly, ZIG

Since 1991, the Denpcratic Union of Croats in Vojvodi na publishes the
fortnightly "Voice of the Plain".

The internal affairs authorities have been doing their utnost to clarify
the charges of any |arge-scale attack against Croats and not a single case
has been registered; individual acts of crinmes were either prevented or
prosecuted. There is no evidence nentioned in the letter (nanme, place or
date) proving that the "local police put Croats on trial and pronounce severe
sent ences out of any proportion.”
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The issue of citizenship is not related only to the Croats not born in
the territory of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Not a single person has
been dism ssed fromtheir jobs or lost their real estate owing to the expiry
of their personal docunments with "their involuntary departure as the ultinmate
goal." It is well-known, however, that the citizens expelled from Croatia
(some 400, 000 Serbs anobng then), have no chance of returning to their hones.

The operations "Lightening" and "Storm' were not actions of "liberation
of the occupied Croatian territories", but rather genocidal and, as such,
denounced in all international foruns. The generally deteriorating situation
caused by the arrival of Serb refugees has not affected Croats alone. In

fact, this deterioration originated in the humanitarian disaster follow ng
t he exodus of the Serb people fromKrajina in the aftermath of the Croat arny
aggr essi on.

Just a few isolated cases of attacks on churches were registered and
denounced, perpetrators prosecuted and the danmage conpensated. On the
contrary, in the territory of Croatia, in the same period, 87 Othodox
churches and 40 parochial hones and other church facilities were razed
and 152 churches and parochial hones denolished, while 80 priests fled or
were expelled fromCroatia

Since education is collective, Croatian children are not isolated in
school s, the question of nationality is not raised at all and teaching is
carried out on the basis of the Mnistry of Educations's curricul a.

Al l egations of prominent Croat's harassment at Munt Fruska Cora are
fal se and unfounded. There are no obstacles to travel to Croatia. According
to the information avail able, |eaders of the Denocratic Union of Vojvodina
Croats travel frequently, to Croatia and back, without any problem

Along with all other citizens, Croats take part in the elections. It is
wel | -known that at the Gty Assenbly of Subotica, for exanple, the
Croat - Hungarian coalition has a majority and that Croats have their
representative at the Assenbly of Vojvodina. There is no satanization of any
nati onal group in the Federal Republic of Yugosl avia.

Having in nmind the well known fact that Croatia is anong the ethnically
purest States and that three hei nous genoci des of Serbs and ot her people
(Jews, Gypsies, etc.) have been conmitted in this century alone, the Croatian
representative's accusation of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia for "ethnic
cl eansi ng and genocide" is very cynical indeed.



