NATIONS

UNIES ' E

Conseil Economique Distr.
. GENERALE
et Social
E/CN.4/1996/155

22 avril 1996

FRANCAIS
Original : ANGLAIS/RUSSE

COMMISSION DES DROITS DE L'HOMME
Cinquante~deuxiéme session
Point 10 de l’ordre du jour

QUESTION DE LA VIOLATION DES DROITS DE L‘HOMME ET DES LIBERTES
FONDAMENTALES, OU QU'ELLE SE PRODUISE DANS LE MONDE, EN PARTICULIER
DANS LES PAYS ET TERRITOIRES COLONIAUX ET DEPENDANTS

Lettre datée du 4 avril 1996, adressée au secrétariat de la cinquante-deuxiéme
session de la Commission des droits de 1’homme par le Représentant permanent

=
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J’ai l’honneur de vous communiquer ci-joint un document */ émanant du
Ministére des affaires étrangéres de la République azerbalidjanaise intitulé
"Les violations graves des droits de 1’'homme perpétrées par les forces armées
arméniennes au cours de leur agression contre la République azerbaidjanaise”.

Je vous demanderais de bien vouloir faire distribuer ce texte en tant que
document officiel de la cinquante-deuxiéme session de la Commission des droits
de 1‘’homme.

Le Représentant permanent
(Signé) S. EIVAZOVA

x/ Document publié en anglais ou en russe (version originale).
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Annex

THZ=Z FACTS CN GRAVZ VICLATICNS CF HUMAN RIGHTS CCMMITTED 3Y
ARMED FCRCZS COF ARMENIA IN THE PRCCEZSS CF ITS AGGRISSICN
AGAINST THE AZERIAISANI REPLBLIC

The armed aggressicn 2y the Republic ¢l Armenia aga:nst the

ani Republ:c gursuant IO L1ts Seolicy oI viclanz acguisiticn of

-

terriicry and its plans IO 2stablish a "Greatar Armenia” has resulted in grcss
and Ilagranc viglaticns of human rights wnich fall within the zategery of

tands of the aggressor. =xtrajudicial executicns and mass shcotings of
civilians have taken place during the mass 2xpulsicn of the zeaceable

-

Arerbaijani pcpulation £rcm their historic acmelands in Armenia and the

(]}

violent removal of Azerbaijanis from the occupied parts of Azerbaijan by the
armed forces of the Republic of Armenia, backed bv trained merceparies and
Armenian terrorist unizs; hostages have been seized and subjected to inhuman

treatmenc, beatings, torture and other flagrantc wviolations of human rights.

'h

Zthnic cleansing of Armenian territgors of its Azerkai-an: inhabizants

The wicdespread settlement of Trans-Caucasia by Armen:ians began after

Tsarist Russia’s military conquest of the Caucasus. Taking advantage of the

changed demographic situation, the Armenians, under the tutelage of the rulers
3

S tsarist Russia and, later, the ccmmunist leaders of che Scviet Union,
2ncrcached on the native Azerbaijanl pcpulaticn in varicus parts of the

It is a matter of historical fact that i1n 1828-.829 alone,
130,000 Armenians were resetzled cut of Middls Zastarn countries into the area
oow Iorming the Republic of Armenia; another 500,000 wers resettled later. At

“fe same time, a =cral of 1.5 millicn Azerbailjanis wers driven Irom the same



3y 1928, the number of Azerbaijanis in what is now Armenia stoced at
575,000 - more than a third of all the inhabitants of the area. As a result
of the Armenian Government’s deliberate policy of expelling the Azerbaijani
population, there remains coéay in Armenia not a single Azerbaijani out of
zhat half-million-strong community.

3etween December 1917 and the end ¢f June 1318, Armenian army units
plundered and burnt 200 Azerbaijani villages in Erevan province. The
surviving inhabitants fled to the mcuntains where they died of cold and

starvaticn. Over that period, Armenian trocps occupied the whole of Surmalin

¥

wmiadzin and Sharur districts, which they
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district and parts of Ereva c

'
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urged of Azerbaijanis by Icrce c¢i arms.

'

Throughcut Armenia between 1318 and 1920, Azerbaijanis were subjected tC
viclence of unimaginable savagery. Sixty Azerbai-ani villages were destroved
and all “heir male inhabitants killed in the districts of Igdir and
Zchmiadzin; in Geichin province, 22 villages were destroyed and 60,000
inhabitants killed; in Yeni Bayazid, 84 villages and 15,000 homes were
destroyed. Over the summer and autumn of 1918, 115 Azerbaijani villages and
hamlets in the district of Zangezur were destroyed; 7,729 Azerbaijanis were
brutally murdered - 3,257 men, 2,276 wemen and 2,196 children.

rorced depértations and mass killings of the peaceable Azerbaijani
pcpulation continued into 1920. The remnants of the Azerkaijani populaticn in
Erevan province and Zangezur and Echmiadzin districts were driven out or
anrihilated, and their villages ploughed into the ground.

Research has shown that around 2 millicn Azerbaijanis and members cf
other ethnic groups were xilled, wounded or forcibly expelled over this
pericd.

One of the leading figures in the Xremlin, A. Mikoyan, played a major
role in the execution of the Armenian nationalists’ plans for the ethnic
cleansing of Armenia. Making use of his influence over Stalin, he secured the
signature of the "little father of the pecples" on decrees by the Council of
Ministers of the USSR No. 4083 of 23 December 1947, "Resettlement of
collective farmers and other Azerbaijani inhabitants from the Armenian SSR toO
the Kur-Arax Depression in the Azerbaijani SSR", and No. 754 of 10 March 1948,
"Action to resettle collective farmers and other Azerbaijani inhabitants from

the Armenian SSR to the Kur-Arax Depression in the Azerbaijani SSR". Under



these decrees, mcre than 100,000 Azerbaijanis were forcibly resettled from
their historical homelands - the mountainous regions of Armenia - to the then
waterless steppes of Mugan and the Mil plateau. Many of them could not
withstand the ordeal and perished.

The forcing of the Azerbaijanis out of Armenia was accompanied by
flagrant discrimination in breach of their ceonstitutional rights and a refusal
to cater to their national and cultural interests. Hundreds of thousands of
the Azerbaijanis who remained in Armenia until 1988, surviving as compact
groups, displaved ncne of the hallmarks even of naticnal cultural autcnomy.

Atctempts tc so much as menticn this were prcmptly, roughly and savagely
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surprassed. In assence, access fcor Azerbd
State entities was closed off.
In the winter of 1988, a fresh bcut of ethnic cleansing began as the
ulmination of a deliberate policy to destrov all trace of the wvery existsence
of Azerbaijanis in Armenia. Under instructions from, and with the blessing
of, the Armenian authorities, the remaining 40,897 Azerbaijani families
{185,519 individuals) were forcibly deported from their historical hecmelands
within the present-day Armenian State, and left without homes or belongings.

The mass expulsion was accompanied by killings and maimings. In the
space of just 3 days, from 27 to 29 November 1988, pogrcms in the
Armenian SSR towns of Gugark, Spitak and Stepanavan xilled 33 Azerbaijanis.

In all, according to figures from the State Prosecutor’'s Office of the
Azerbaijani Republic, 216 Azerbaijanis died during the ethnic cleansing on
Armenian territory in 1988-1989; 49 froze to death, seeking safety from
reprisals in the mountains; 41 died of savage beatings; 35 were killed after
torture; 115 were burnt alive; 16 were shot; 10, unable to endure the
humiliation, died of hear* attacks; 2 were killed right in hospital by their
Armenian doctors; 3 drowned; 1 was hanged; 1, not wishing to die an agonizing
death, tcok his own life; 1 was electrocuted; 2 were beheaded; 29 were
deliberately run over; 3 died in hospital because they were not given medical
attenticn; and a further 8 were abducted and vanished without trace.

The majority of the dead were children, women and elderly people. They
included 5 infants and 18 children of various ages. Seven-year-old
Zokhra Nabieva was burnt alive. Three-year-old Rakhman Mamedov was not given

the doctor’s attenticn he needed, and subsequently died. Seven children froze



to death, two died after savage beatings, two were shot. Elman Aliev,

three vears old, suffered a hear: attack. Six were unable to withstand trutal
torture and died; three were run over.

frv-seven Azerbaijani wcmen came tO a tragic end on Armenian soil.
Seven were beatan to death, five frcze, Zour died under torture, three oi
heart attacks, two under the wheels of cars; one was decapitatad, cne was

rowned, one bsurnt, =—wc died of gunshot wcunds Icr which they did not receive
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~he necessarv medical attenticn, and one was xilled by decters ir
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The remainder disappeared withcut trace and are prcbabiy dead, given that
ere has been no news of them Zor =2ight vears now.

Sixtv elderly Azerbaiianis (cver s} alsc died during thelr 2xpulsizn
frcem Armenia, ameng them 20 women. In most cases their deatis resulted Zrcm
reure, bullet wounds, heart attacks, beatings, and Ifrostbite.

Gyulsum Aliev, aged 75, Khanum Iskencderov, aged 73, Mexkhrall Aliev, aged 58,
Garib Bairamov, aged 67 and Leila Huseinova, aged 53, were purnt. A docter
kxilled Hasan Ellazov, aged 68, in hospital. The most widespread atrocities
occurred in the Gukar area where 22 Azerbaijanis lost their lives, 13 of them
being burnt to death. Crimes against the Azerbaijani opulation were alsc

committed in the Kalinin, Goris, Stepanavan, Vardenis, Masis, Spitak, Ararac,

Kirovakan, Ijevan, Krasnoselsk, Ekhegnadzor, Amas:ia, Kafan, Abovyarn, Sevan anc

Noyemberian districts of Armenia.

Virtually all the attacks on Azerbaijani settlements had the blessing c:

che ocfficial Armenian authorities and were commanded ty lccal leaderz and
responsible figures or by members of the local law-enforcement bodies.

During the forcible expulsicn of the Azerbaijanis, hundreds of histcricas
relics testifying to the fact that Azerbaijanis had for centurles belcnged cn
che land in what is today Armenia were either destroved or altered to lock
Armenian. Islamic places of worship and the graves in Azerbaijani cemeteries
were defiled; mosques and tombs were damaged or broken up for building
materials.

To erase from histocry the fact that Azerbaijanis had lived in Armenia,
the names of some 2,000 towns and villages that formerly bore Azerbaijani
names have been changed; 465 villages were renamed between 1935 and 1973, and
97 in April 1991.

The concluding, tragic chord had been played in a meticulously planned

campaign of physical extermination of the Azerbaijanis, once the most populcus

of the national minorities in the community of the Republic of Armenia.



THE FACTS ON GRCSS VIOLATICNS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PART
OF THE AZERBAIJANI REPUBLIC OCCUPIED BY THE ARMED FORCES
CF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Arbitrarv and extra-tudicial executions and mass shoctings

Kheltalvy

Cne of the most monstrous crimes against the Azerbaijani pecple was the
brutal annihilatiocn of hundreds of blameless inhabitants of the town of
Xhojaly, in the Nagorny Xarabakh regicn of the Azerbaijani Republic, which was
taken by Armenian trccps on the night of 25-26 February 1992. The Armenian
armed forces and mercenary units spared virtually ncne of those wno nhad been
unable tc flee Xhojaly and the surrounding area. In the words ¢f the

Journalist, Chingiz Mustafaev, "... among the dead were dozens of children

-

petween 2 and 1S5 vears old. The distribution of the becdies indicated that

ecp.e nad peen x:illed cold-blcodedly and calculatadly - scme had peen taken

'

side and shot singly; many had been killed as whole families at once.

W

Several corpses displayed multiple wounds, one of which was invariably in the
head, suggesting that the wouncded hacd been finished off. Some dead children
were found with severed ears, the skin had been cut frcm the left side of an
elderly woman's face, and men had been scalped”.

An inhabitant of Khojaly, Djanan Orudjev, also provided informaticn cn
the many victims, chiefly women and children. His lG-year-old'éon was shot,
and his 23-year-old daughter with her twin children and another, 18-year-cld
daughter who was pregnant, were taken hostage. Saria Talybova, who witnessed
the bloody tragedy as it unfolded, watched as four Meskhet Turks, refugees
f£rom Central Asia, and three Azerbaijanis were beheaded, and children were
tortured and kxilled before their parents’ eyes; two Azerbaijanis in national
army uniform had their eyes put out with screwdrivers.

The organized nature of the extermination of the people of Xhojaly was
further evident from the fact that civilians who fled the town in desperation
to save their lives were killed ocutside it in previously prepared ambushes.
For example, Elman Mamedov reported that a large group of people wheo had left
Xhojaly came under heavy Zire £from Armenian light and heavy machine guns and
armcured personnel carriers near the village of Nakhichevanik. Ancther
resident of Khojaly, Sanubar Alekperova, said she would never forget the
mountains of corpses of women, children and old people near Nakhichevanik,
where they fell into an ambush: in the carnage, her mother and her
two daughters, Sevinzh and Khidzhran, were killed and she herself was wounded.

Faced with this mass shooting-decwn of unarmed people, some of the group made
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for the village of Gvulably, but there the Armenians took some 200 people
hestage. Among them was Dzhamil Mamedov; the Armenians tore out nis nails,
Zeat him about the legs and head and tock away his grandscn, and his wife and
daughter vanished without trace.

"I had heard a lot apocut wars, akout the cruelty of the German Fascists,
but the Armenians were worse, xilling five- and six-year-old children, killing
civilians", said a French journalist, Jean-Yves Junet, who visited the scene
of zhis mass murder of wcmen, old people, children and defenders of Xhojaly.
Cre of the French journalist’'s Russian colleagues, V. 3elykh, a correspcndent
he newspaper Izvescia, repcrted seeing bodies with their eyes gouged out
or =ars cut off and bodies that had been scalped or zeheaded.

The head of the Armenian Defence Ministrv’s medical serwvice,

Xhancdar Gadzhiev, a man not unfamiliar, by reason of nhis jcb, with the
scectacls of death and suffering, was horrified by the evidence of savage
reprisals against the inhabitants of Xhojaly brought before him: a man wicth
nis intestines hanging out, pecple with £rostbite, a child whose leg had peen

torn off by heavy machine gun fire, a girl whose face had been slashed wita a

knife. Major Leonid Kravets reported that he had "personally seen about

200 bodies" and that with him had been a local policeman who, "when he saw his
fcur-year-cld son lying among the dead with his head split open, went cout ct
nis mind with grief".

The report of the Moscow-based human rights group “Memorial" on the
mass:ive violations of human rights in the taking of Khojaly says of the
civilians’ flight from the town: “The fugitives fell into ambushes set by che
Armenians and came under fire. Scme of them none the less managed to get intc
Agdam; others, mostly women and children (exactly how many it 1is impossible to
say), froze to death lost in the mountains; others still, according to
testimony from those who reached Agdam, were taken prisoner near the villages
of Pirdzhamal and Nakhichevanik. There is evidence from inhabitants of
XKhojaly who have already been exchanged that scme of the priscners were shot

Around 200 bodies were brought into Agdam in the space of four days.
Scores of the corpses bore traces of profanation. Doctors on a hospital train
in Agdam noted no less than four corpses that had been scalped and one that
had been beheaded. Autopsies were carried out in Agdam on 181 corpses (130
male and 51 female, including 13 children): the findings were that 151 people
had died from gunshot wounds, 20 from shrapnel wounds and 10 from blows

inflicted with a blunt instrument ... The records of the hospital train in



Agdam, through which almost all the injured inhabitants or defenders of
Xhojaly passed, refer to 598 cases of wounds or frostbite (those of frosthite
being in the majority) and one case of live scalping".

Indivicdual testimonv

On 18 April 1994, Binnat Akhmedov, a resident of the village
of Basnlybely in the Kelkbajar area, saw three Armenian soldiers gun
dewnn 10 civilians at point-blank range and wound 14 others.

On 17 August 1993, Armenian scldiers snot and killed 25 ciwvilian

)
b

inhabitants of the wvillage of Gajar in che Fizuli area whem they had
encircled.

Rafik Guliev, from the village of Gorgan in the Fizuli area, who was
takan hcstage by Armenian trcoccps cn 23 Cczcber 1993, ctestified after nis
rel=2ase zhat Armenian scldiers had shot dead 30 civilians before nis =ves.

When she returned from captivity by the Armenians, Arzu amralieva
reported that cn 18 April 19393, 19 pecple were shot on the spct and 30,
including some of her relatives, were taken hostage.

A S57-year-old man, Hasan Hasancov, repcrted that on 23 October 1993, 26
of 40 people detained in the area of Goradiz were killed.

A 6l-year-old man, Budag Alyshanov, saw an Armenian by the name of Arkadv
brutally murder five Azerbaijanis who had been emplcyed on heavy labour.

Vladimir Shevelev (date of birth 1926), who was taken hostage on
22 June 1994 and released, from Erevan, on 10 September 1994, said that
Armenian soldiers shot and killed his mother, sister and infirm, bed-ridden
brother. According to his testimony, when, after several months had passed,
he was allowed to bury his relatives, their bones, parts of his sister’s body
and her head were found in separate places. He also reported having seen
numerous corpses of women and children that had been disfigured to the point
of being unrecognizable.

Inhuman treatment of hostages and orisconers of war held in occupied

Azerbaijani territory

The crimes of the Armenian soldiery continued in the captured areas and
cutside the Nagorny Karabkh region of the Azerbaijani Republic: the victims
of their mass terror included many thousands of inhabitants of the Lachin,
Kelbajar, Agdam, Fizuli, Djebrail, Zangelan and Kubatly areas of Azerbaijan.

On 31 March 1993, during the occupation by the armed forces of the
Republic of Armenia of the town of Kelbajar, a 29-year-old woman,

Samaya Kerimova, and her 2-year-old daughter, Nurlan Kerimova, were taken



hostage. Unable tc withstand the mental and physical humiliation to which she
and her child were subjected, Samaya twice slit her wrists and eventuallsy
killed nerself by swallowing poison. Nurlan was bought back from the
Armenians IZor 1.5 millicn rcubles, but, recause cf a head injurv, the child,
who spent fZcur months in detenticn, is now blind.

A one-year-old boy, Barek Ilyasov, suflered severe damage to an evelid
and an eye because of the explosicn of a shell, but he was given no medical

tv. He was released wiz:

o captiv
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assistance whatever during the time he was

Crcss. Dcctors belileve

[o )

the help of the International Committee of the Re
there is no hope of saving the child's eve.

and lived i1n the

a

Cn 31 March 1993, Takhir Guliev, who was zZorn in 195

-

village of Xilseli in the Xelbajar area, was taken hcstage tcgether with his
wiie, their three-vear-old child and close relatives. The vehicle in which
they were trying to flee their hcme was fired on at close range by Armenian
soldiers, resulting in the deaths of Islam Guliev (date of birth 1978},
Ilkhama Gulieva {(date of birth 1983), Talekh Mamedov (date of birth 198%) and
Aslan Mirzoev and his daughter Afetin, and in serious injuries to the other
passengers, including Takhir Guliev’'s wife and daughter and his wife's
80-vear-old mother. When, with the help of the International Ccmmittee of
the Red Cross, he returned frcm being held prisoner by the Armenians,

Mr. Guliev testified that Azerbaijani hostages and prisoners of war were
subjected by their Armenian captors to savage beatings and insults and that
many cf them were unable to stand this and died. When he had ccmplained akoucz
this to representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross, he
had been badly beaten in front cf his wife and daughter.

Mikhail Abutalybov, a resident of the village of Bozuly in the Xelbajar
area who was born in 1955, was taken hostage together with hundreds of
peaceful Azerbaijani citizens on 7 May 1993. During his time in Armenian
captivity, he was beaten and made to do heavy labour every day. He confirmed
that the Armenians were holding thousands of women, old people and children
hecstage.

During the seizure by troops from the Republic of Armenia of the
Azerbaijani town of Agdam, a car containing six members of the Aliev family -
two women (one of them elderly), two men (one of them elderly) and
two children (aged eight and three respectively) - was fired on. The elderly

man and the eight-year-old child were killed outright and the other passengers

were all wounded, the three-year-old bey, Shovgi Khagani ogly Aliev, in the
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shoulder. When the Armenian "doctors" operated on him in Hankendi, they
removed a third of the humerus and muscles above the elbow from his right arm.
Thanks to the efferts of the Internaticnal Ccmmittee of the Red Cross, the
boy, his seriously-wounded mother and his grandmother were returned to their
hcemeland. After a medical examination in Baku, doctors ccncluded that th
remcvai 0f zcne Irom this three-year-old child had been completely unnecessary
and that his wound had not justified such treatment. It is not impossible
that the removal was gerformed for the purpcses of transplantation.

The seizure of seven seriously i1ll patients from Agdam’'s psychiatric
nespizal is a flagrant example of the Armenian socldiery’s crimes. Three of
Znem were released after reing held fcr a year, but three others are
languisning o zthis dav in Armenian captivity. The seventh is dead as a
resuls 2f ccnstant tcrture.

Cf=2lva Gulieva, a i6-year-old girl with a bullet wound, was held hostage
for more zhan 18 mcnths. Because of the lack of prcompt medical assistance,
in

1

her wound became gangrencus. On 3 June 1994 she suffered further wounds,
the stomach and right hand, when a guard acting for the Armenians fired at her
with a sub-machine gun. This led to the amputation cf two of her fingers.

She was not released until 28 July 1994, when she was exchanged for an

Armenian prisoner of war.

Murvat Agaev, a man from the village of Xhyurdmakhmudly in the Fizull

area, was taken hostage together with his son, Yashar, who was killed before

U

his eyes. He himself was severely beaten and his ear was cut off. Later, a:
hands were bound with wire, he was suspended from a tree aktove an open fire
and his feet were burned.

Tamasha Geidar gyzy Nukhieva, an 83-year-old woman £rom the wvillage of
Fizuli area, suffered such nightmarish treatment that she died
three days after she was exchanged. Her 47-year-old invalid son, Vagif Gutais
ogly Nukhiev, died while a hostage from the injuries he received.

Rafik Guliev, a resident of the village of Gorgan in the Fizuli area, whc
was takan hostage by troops from the Republic of Armen:ia cn 23 Octcber 1993,
testified that Armenian soldiers had shot dead 30 civilians before his eyes
and that other hostages were subjected to brutal physical and mental torture,
including branding of their chests, beatings with heated iron bars and

stuffing of their mouths with burning coals. Children were used for heavy

labour.



Shafir Yusufov, a resident of che village of Chaitumas in the Gubatly
area and a class-. disaclad person, was taken hostage on 30 August 1993,
during the occupation cf the area by the armed forces of the Republic of
Armenia. After h:.s relsase cn 8 Decemper 1993, with the help of the

International Commit-ee of the Red Crcss, he zestified that Armenian scldiers

lad by a battalicn ccmmander nicknamed "Mave" had shot dead his 90-vyear-cld
brother, wnhcm he had nct aven been allowed o bury, and twe women who had
1:ived near nim. Mr. Yusufov also said that, on the day he was captured, the
same batt-alion commander nad tora out his 1Z geld teeth. During his detenticn

; ol nd f2d c¢cn black bread and water,
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furnisned v the Internaticrnal Committee oI In2

and -nhe mecdicines and clctnin

g
Red Cross had been confiscataed by Armenian s

cldiers. amcng his fellow
1+, disturrped man, Nazim Radzhabcv; he had repeatacdl

hostages had been a mentalls
seen savagely beaten and tormented. ©On 14 September, 11 Azerbaijani soldisrs
wera brought o the priscn at Shusha, where Mr. vusufov was held; they had
been severely beaten and had had dogs set on them. One of the soldiers
subsequently died frecm his injuries. Mr. Yusufov also saw people die of
hunger and cold. He confirmed that the Armenians were holding thousands of

Azerbaijani women, children and old people hostage.
The tragic list of victims of the war against the Azerbaijani
pecple - which has experienced at f£irst hand the monstrous methods of
Armenian aggressicn - is far from complete with the incidents related akove.
Twenty-seven-yvear-old Mamedov Abdulazim was inijured in the lef: leg and
taken priscner by Armenians in the Azerbaijani village of Kirkidzhan during a
regular attack by Armenian forces. He received a bullet wound which

perforated the soft tissue cf his left shin, and multiple shrapnel wounds.

Mamedov Abdulazim reported that, after being interrogated for one hour, he ard

eignt other soldiers in the national army wno nad been taken prisoner with him

were beaten with rubber truncheons on their heads, backs arnd arms, after which

an unknown medicine was injected intc thexr necks and they were thrown into

From that time Mamedov Abdulazim was dracged into the yard each day and

ail.

trunchecns and his nead was stamped on by soldiers

peaten all over with rubber
using the neels of thelir bcots. Cn one occasiocn his wound was ripped open and
a cross of blood was marked on nls forenead. At New Year, with temperatures

standing below zero, cold water was poured over him in his ceil; the warders’

dogs were often set on him, leaving many bites, scratches and abrasions on

nis bedy. He was given almost no focd, and an unknown drug was injected



into his neck each day, causing him to lcose consciousness momentarily.
Mamedov Abdulazim states that he weighed 70 kxilcgrams befcre being taken
prisoner, and 55 kilcgrams after he was released.

Imprisoned tcgether with Mamedov Abdulazim was Atakishiev Farkhad

Rakhmancgly, aged 21. He was killad, and on 25 January 1992 his corpse was
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thrown into Mamedcv Akdulazim’s cell, where they

togetiier. The follcwing injuries were ncted in the repcr: of the forensic
examinaticn of Atakishiav’s corpse: {a) a depressed fracture of =he frontal
bcne, a closed Zracture of both becnes of the fcrearms and zhe shins, a

fracture of the nose, the viclent removal cof all inciscrs iz zoth jaws, and

§1 bruises :to the head, the bcdy and the extramities; (b) a stab wcund which
caused perforat:cn of the stcmach with injuries tc internal organs, eight sgpot
wounds (resulting f£rcm injectiocns) o the back of the neck, and inturiss to

the left hand; (c} two bullet wcunds which perfcorated the thigh.
listed under "a" were inflicted by blunt instruments. The injuries to the
hand and the forearm may have been caused by dcg bites. The injuries listed
under "b" were caused by stabbing, while those listed under "c" were caused bv
shets from a firearm.

Alimsha Gasanov, born in 1974, serving in the national army of
Azerzaijan, a resident cf Khachmaz region, was wounded and taken prisoner on
8 March 1994 in Fizuli region. After his release he testified to the inhuman
treatment of prisoners of war, beatings and excessive forced labour.
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Zmin Babaev, born in 1968, serving in the naticnal army of
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resident of the city of Baku, who was taken prisoner cn 23 August 1533 in
Fizuli region, reported after his release that the car in which he had been

travelling together with civilians had been shot at bv Armenians in a tank.
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Babaev survived together with two other servicemen, one of whom was
severely burned and later died for lack of the necessary medical assistance.
E. Bakaev also reports that while imprisconed in Armenian hands Azerbaijani
priscners of war were ccnstantly subjected to beatings and excessive forced
labour while often deprived even of bread and water. He confirmed that
thousands of women, old pecple and children were held hostage by armed forces
of the Republic of Armenia.

Zaur Rzaev, born in 1975, serving in the national army of Azerbaijan, a
resident of the village of Alisoltanly in Saatly region, was wounded and taken
prisoner on 28 April 1994, together with two other servicemen, one of whom,

according to a statement made by Z. Rzaev after his release, was shot by



Armenian soldiers. Z. Rzaev reporzed the inhumane treatment of Azerbkbaijani
priscners of war, as well as cconstant beatings and excessive Zorced labour.
He also stated that he saw thousands of Azerbaijani hcocstages being held in
Armenian captivity.
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Faik Mamedov, becrn in 1971, serving in the naticnal army of Azerbaijan, a
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Cn 20 Novemkber
after cccupving Agdam regicn the Armenian fcrces complatelv burned and
destroved it. The gravevard where nis parents were buriec was alsc destroyed.
While dertained oy the Armenians, he saw thousands cf hcostages and priscners oI
war pbeing held in intolerakle conditions.

Famil Aliev, born in 1974, serving in the national army of Azerbaiian. 3
resident cf zhe city of Baku, was taken priscner on 3 January 1994 in Agdam
regicn. After his release he stated that while he was in captivity Armenian
scldiers stubbed out cigarettes on his body. F. Aliev also witnessed the
executicn of Azerbaijani priscners of war by shooting. He confirmed that
Armenians were holding thousands of women, old pecple and children who were

subjected to excessive forced labour, torture and ill-treatment.

Amil Akhmedov, born in 1973, serving in the national army, a resident o

the village of Ashigly in 3eilagan region, was taken prisoner on

23 September 1993. After his release he repcrted that he had been beaten and
tortured evervy day. He also testified that a resident of Fizuli region named

Vagif had been beaten to death in front of him, and that Valekh Aliev, a
resident of Imishly region, had blown himself up using a grenade after being
unable to bear the humiliation.

Anar Mamedov, born in 1973, serving in the national army, a resident of
Beilagan region, was taken prisoner on 23 September 19393 together with
10 other servicemen. After his release he stated that he had been beaten four

or five times each day by Armenian soldiers while they were holding him

th

captive. He also ccnfirms the above-menticned report oI the death of the

resident of the Fizuli region named Vagif as a result of peatings and the

suicide of Valekh Aliev of Imishly regicn, adding that Iive elderly persons

died from beatings.
Afin Yakhyaev, born in 1968, serving in the national army, a resident of
Ujar region, reported after his release that he and three other servicemen

were taken prisoner on 25 April 1994 in Agdam region and subjected to



interrogations andé beatings every day. A. Yakhyaev testified that many

in
prisoners who were unable to bear the humiliation committed suicide. He also
confirms reports of thousands of Azerzaijani hostages held in Armenian torturs
chamrers.

Magcmed Dashcdamirov, a resident of Tovuz regicn, reports that his scn
Ncvruz Dashdamirov, born 1n 1975, serving in the nat:icnal army, was taken
riscner in August 1393 during the cccupaticn cf the Fizull region of

Azerkaisan bv armed forces
4 -
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ather states
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that his son N. Dashdamircv was subjected o torture and brutal beatings whilz

in captivizy. Althcugh N. Dashcdamircv succeecded in 2scaping Ircm Armenian

captivity, nhe fell sick as a result Of the humiliaticns infil:cted on him in

dertention and is ncw in a critical cend:li
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Armenia cn 7 March 1994 during Zighting near the willage of Seid-Akhmedli. He
and his fellow prisoners of war were beaten with spades and trunchecns. Hs2
states that on 15 Septemcer 1994 prisoner of war Zeinal Makhmudov died as a
result of a brutal beating. R. Akhmedov himself was released on
16 October 1994 with help frcm representatives of OSCE.

K. Gadzhiev, a resident of Tovuz region, states that his son,
£1fag Gadzhiev, serving in the naticnal army, was taken prisconer on
12 June 1993 during fighting with armed forces from the Republic of Armen:ia
which wers attacking the Agdam region of Azerbaijan. While held in Armenian
captivicy, his health was seriously undermined as a resul: of inhuman
treatment. torture and humiliation. Following his release thrcugh the
mediaticn of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the health of
Z. Gadzhiev has now seriously deter:orated. He also cenfirms that hundreds =2
Azerbaijani women, old people and children are being held hostage in
intolerable conditions in the prison of the Azerbaijani town of Shusha under
occupation by armed forces from the Republic of Armenia.

Detention of Azerbaiijani hostages and priscners of war on Armenian territory

3 -

The Armenian Government resorts to all kinds of tricks to conceal its
aggressive intenticns towards Azerbaijan from the world community.

Armenia portrays its claims on the territory of an independent State as
the struggle of Armenians in Karabakh, while it does not deny that Azerbaijani
prisoners of war and hostages are being held on its territory.

According to information supplied by the Azerbaijani Republic State

Commission dealing with the affairs of prisoners of war, hostages and missing



citizens, and the testimony of those whc have returned from Armenian
captivity, Azerkaijani prisoners of war and hostages are being held on the

cerritory of the Republic of Armenia at peolice headquarters in the town of

Sisian, at military police headquarters No. 10724 in the City of Erevan, in

oclice headgquarters in the tecwn of Kafan, in police headquarters in Verdenis
region and in other regions of Armenia.

According to infcrmation supplied by the akbove-menticned State
Commissicn, as of 20 February this vear 4,674 perscns were listed as prisconers
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of war, hcstages or missing as a result of aggression by Armenia, includin
314 wemen, 60 children and veung peovle and 252 old pecple. f the total
numcer of cecple in this category, the State Ccmmissicn is aware oI the place

cf detenticn of 752 persons, including 3% wemen, 12 children and 3% old

vecpl2, cn the territory of the Republic of Armenia and cccupied AzerZa. an:

Violence and tor-ure nervetrated agains:t civilians held on the territcry o7

Armenia

There is a large quantity of informaticon regarding inhuman treatment and
viclence against the defenceless wvictims of the war ameng the civilian
population, bearing witness to the Republic of Armenia’s open flouting of the
norms of international humanitarian law. The inflicting of physical
suffering, murder, torture, corperal punishment, mutilation, medical and
scientific experiments which are not based cn the need Ior medical care, and
other gross violence against detained Azerkbaijanis by the representatives ci
the civil and military authorities in Armenia violates the requirements not
only of the well-known Geneva Conventions but also of elementary human
moralitcy.

Valiewv Xamil, born in 1936, a resident of the wvillage of Bakharly in
Zangelan region, who was released cn 14 November 1393 following mediation by
the Incernational Committee of the Red Cross, was taken hostage in August 1993
when Armenian forces occupied the Zangelan region of Azerbaijan, and detained

erritory, where he was subjected to svystamatic torture, as a

T

on Armenian
result of which his hearing was damaged.
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in August 1393, when

forces from the Republic of Armenia, Yusifcv Farkhad, born in 1330, a resident

of the village of Garakishilyar in that region, was taken hostage. He has
suffered from diabetes since 1973. He was held captive by Armenians, without

the minimum assistance needed to treat his illness, in jail in the town of
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Goris (Armenia), and was lLater transferred =0 a jail in the town of Kafan
{Armenia). He was released on 14 November 13
Tnternational Cocmmiztee of the Red Cross and returned to Azerbaijan Irom tihe
cizy of Erevan (Armenia; .

One cf zhe peacerful 1nhasiCtdnts taken hostage at the time the Gubadly

district of Azerbaijan was occupled Dy Armenian scldiers in August 13993 and

G
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erurned to Arerzaljan Irom Erevan witii ICXC assistance on 14 Novembex

o

was 60-year-old Islam Gadzhiev, who accerding tu F. YusiiIcov, with whem

-

e
shared the hardships of life as a hostage, was tortured mercilassly by the
ilthy flcor, stand at attenticn Ior

curs con 2nd and ais nead was featen against the wall ©o such an extent hat
ne went out of nis mind. The grey-haired man was :thrown tc the Ilcor and
xicked in the bellyv until he lost consciousness whersupcn damage was inilictad
=c his kidnevys.

Khamza Guli=v, porn in 1913 and a resident of the wvillage of Milanlv :in

Gucadly district, was taken acstage on 30 August 1383 during the cccupaticn I
the district by the armed fcrces of the Republic of Armenia and was released
from captivity con 18 Cctcber 1593, He had been held in oc¢ upied Azerbkailjan:

erritory and then transferred to the town of Xafan in the Republic of

T

irmania. He -—estifies to inhuman treatment, torture and humiliation of
ncstages, and assaults on women.

The 15-vear-old Nazaket Mamedova, an inhabitant of the Azerbaijani to:
£ Shusha, who was taken hostage together with her father on 8 May 1993 at tihe
-:me the town was occupied by Armenian soldiers, experienced incdescribable

riscner of the Armenians. They were held first in the town °

rn

suifering as a
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Hankend: and then in Armenia. Over a long period cof time the father was
demeaned and humiliated in various ways befcre the very eyes of his daughter.
He was beaten, insulted, his ear was cut off and red-hot ircns were applied :to
his body, making him an invalid for life. OCnly then was he released.

However, his daughter was retained as hostage until 4 April 1393, the endless
round of blackmail and threats driving the girl’s mother insane; eventually
the daughtef was returned to her family after a ransom of 4 millicn roubles
had been paid.

I1leqgal acts verpetratad against prisoners of war in Armenian territorvy

Prisoners of war, as well as hostages, fall into the categery of persons
protacted by international humanitarian law, which stipula==2s that no

reprisals may be taken against them and that their safaty must be proper .y
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ensured, to say nothing of the fact that refined Zorms of viclence are

prohibitzed. How far the Republic of Armenia complies with these provisions :s

- =T
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evident from the large numper of flagrant examples of inhuman treatment of
Azertaizani priscners of war reflecting cruelty that is beycnd human

understanding. Rare are those who survive, and those who return are Iorever

One of zhe Zaw prisoners of war who survived and returned home was
Mail Mamedov, bpora in 1971 and called up to serve in the national army of the

AzerbaiZani Republic from the village of XKhalikly in the Geokchai district o

rh
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Azerzaijan. Taken priscner on 4 Cctober 1992 near the tcwn of Hankendi, he
was ne.d first in Xarabakh and then transferred o Armenia. Acccrding t2 a
shers axtract Srom his medical history, he was systematically aumiliated and

Nearan with a nammer and a machine gun, as a result of which the bones in n:s

po)
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lef- oot as well as those in his lef:t forearm and shculder were broken.

t

cn 7 Octcber 1292 a red-hot metal cross was applied to his chest. 1In
Fepruary 1993 some xind of liquid that produced symptcoms of allergy was

forciblv injected intravenously. He was released on 9 May 1993 in exchange

for an Armenian priscner.

Ayaz Guseinov, born in 1873 and a native of the Surakhan district of
Baku, was also tortured; he had teen a soldier in the national army, was taksn
priscner on 1 April 1993 in the Xelbajar district of Azerbaijan and held ZI:irst
in Karabakh and later in a camp near the town of Xirovakan (Armenia). His
relatives paid his ransom of 7 million roubles cn 3 September 1393.

Most Azerbaijani prisoners of war die violent deaths or as a result of
the unktearable conditicns that are deliberately created in prison.

Magerram Makhyaddinov, whc was born in 1972 and who, prior to being
called up to serve in the naticnal army, had lived in the town of Gakh
in the Azerbaijani Republic, was taken prisoner in Zangelan district
ard held in Armenian territery, where each day he was beaten by

ijeutenant-Colonel Gazmanov, the deputy chief of the police department

L‘1

of the town of Xafan; he was driven insane by the beatings and later died

of massive internal haemcrrhaging.

Folicwing nis release 1in Cctoper 1235, sayram Aliewv, born in 1373 and a
soldier in the national army from Evlakh district, reported that when taken
prisoner in December 1992 during the occupation of the Zangelan district of
Azerbaijan by the armed forces of the Republic of Armenia, he had first been

held, tcgether with his fellow servicemen, in the police department of the



cown of Xafan in “he Republic of Armenia and had later peen mocved to Erevan,

the Armenian capital. He ccnfirms that Azerbaijiani priscners of war were
sor=ured and humiliated, forced to =2at dirt, brutally teaten, had open wounds

poked with lighted cigarettes and were deprived of their human dignity.
Zssential medical care was nct given to the wcunded. Many priscners died frcm
the ill-treatment. According to 3ayram Allev, Mageram Makhvatdinov was beaten
o death for cecmplaining to ICRC representatives about the intolerable
conditicns and inhuman treatment of priscners cf war. Aliev also confirms
that hundreds of Azerbaizani citizens are teing held hostage in Armenia and
subjected to wviclent and degrading treatment.

ilgar v, becrn in 1973, was alsc xill=2d in Armenia. A sclidisr in

~

rhe national army, he had been taken hcstage Dy the 3alasanyan family, which
triad to =xchange him for R. 3alasanyan, whc had peen reported missing in
action in Azerkallani Iarritory.

Ilkham Nasirov was taken griscner afcer peing wounded in three places.
3ora in 1973, ne had lived in Baku pricr to ais service 1n the national army;
he was first held in the town in Hankendi and later transferred to Erevan,
where he was placed with the Arakelyan Zamily, which wished to exchange nim
for their son Shagen, reported missing in action in Azerbaijani territory.

According to F. Yusifcov who returned home after his imprisonment, Nasirov was
raduced to dystrophy by his "host" and admitted to Hosp:ital No. 10 of the
Ministrv of National Security of the Republic of Armenia. According to letter
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Nc. 06,131 of 24 November 1993 frem S. Arakelyan, the director o
hcspizal, which was received through ICRC, Nasircv died cn 23 Ncvemper 1983
in EZrevan’'s military hospital (No. 88865), the dilagnosis being alimentary
dvstcrorhy and acute cachexia.

In August 1993, Armenian policemen drove Vik:il cgly Zakir in a car to
“he outskirts of the village of Xirovka in the Marneull district cf Georg:a
and dumped him there. He died shortly afterwards, without regaining
consciousness, in the district hespital of the town of Gazakh in the
Azerbaijani Republic. An examinaticn revealad that his death was due to
starvation and the injuries he had suffered. Doctors found that his entire
body was covered with cigarette buras and brulses, that the nails of his right
nand and left fcot had keen torn out and that internal organs had been
damaged.

In May 1994 a prisconer of war named Tofik, a native c: LeriXx distric

was tor-ured to death and Rasim Mamedov lost his reascr as a resulc of =2



beatings to which he was subjected in a remand centre Of the Armenian Ministry

"

of National Securityv. Aftcar being held by Armenia’s military police,

]

axtremely sericus ccndition.
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Famil Rzakhanov was released in a

On 1§ February 1994, the press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Armenia announced that Azertaijan:i priscners of war had
been shot, emphasizing that "they were killed while attempting to escape".
what is parzicularly striking about this wording, gquite apart frcm the fact

that it dces not correspond to the truth, is its almest cynical Irankness

since, according zo generally acceptad humanitarian acrms, any acticn in such
£ the
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cirsumsctances should have teen limited to disciplinary peraltlies, even 1
oriscners of war wers recidivists.

—hanks == TCRC =2fforts, arrangements were made cn I3 March 1994 to
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ansport from Armenia to Aczerbaijan the codies of 10 Azerraijani prisoners,
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whom 2 died on 28 June 1993 and 23 November 1993, respectively, and 8 wer=
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killed on 29 January 1994. The results of a forensic 2xamination car
bv a commissicn of Azerbaijan'’'s Ministry cf Public Health attached to the
Scientific Association for Forensic Expertise and Patholcgical Anatomy
completelv refuted the statement by the Armenian Ministrv of Foreign Affairs

-

concerning the xilling cf the 10 Azerbaijani prisoners of war while attemptilng
to escape and confirmed that R.R. Agaev, E.G3. Akhmedov, E.S. Mamedcv,

F.G. Xuliev and E.M. Akhmedov were brutally tortured and beaten before deat:
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and killed by a shet in the head, and that B.A. Glasov was shot from the

at point-blank range. R.R. Agaev, E.S. Mamecov and E.M. Akhmedov had had

rheir ears cut off. R.R2. Araev’'s incternal organs - his heart, liver and
spleen - were missing, indicating that they nad been used as transplants. An

examination of I.S. Nasirov's body revealed unmistakeable signs of cachexia,
indicating prolonged starvaticn. F.G. Guselinov's body bore a large number of
ex-ernal marks :indicating physical
The forensic conclusions of the Azerbaljani experts were confirmed in the
course of a second examination of the bedies carried out by the Scottish

ounder, an eminent scientist, member of the american Medical
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Association, of the Praesidium of the Internaticnal Academy of Legal Medici
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and of Sccial Mecdicine and ¢
Association.
rom time to time, in order to give a semclancz of legality to the
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punishments imposed on Azerbaijani prisoners of war, Armenia holds show trials

tehind a propaganda screen poorly concealing the absurdity of a situation in
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which the defendants - not provided with qualified counsel, contrary to

international standards - are in point of fact accused of honestly performing

their duty to defend the sovereignty and territorial integrity of their State.

At one such mock trial in Erevan, for example, 2 Azerbaijani prisoners of war
were sentenced to death, 3 to 15 years’ imprisonment and another 3 to

12 years’ imprisconment. This is how Armenia’s overtly militarized
governmental machinery, in the guise ¢f the "votaries cf Themis”, deals with

the victims of war.



