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The neeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE OF ACTI ON FOR THE THI RD DECADE TO COVBAT
RACI SM AND RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON (agenda item 13) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/68,
and Add. 1, 70, 71 and Add.1 and 2 and 72/Add.2, 3 and 4; A/51/301)

1. M. GLELE- AHANHANZO ( Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance), introducing his
report (E/CN.4/1997/71 and Add.1 and 2), said that the abundance of
docunentation on the current itemreflected the increasingly alarm ng nature
of the world situation with regard to racism racial discrimnation and
xenophobia. At the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly, he had voiced
his concern at that situation and its various mani festations. The

i nternational community could not remain indifferent to that omnous trend. A
world in which discrimnation on grounds of colour, race and national origin
or, indeed, “continental origin”, was practised routinely could hardly cal
itself a “global village”. Before econom c globalization proceeded any
further, it nust be deci ded whether human beings, as well as goods, were to be
entitled to international freedom of novenent. Many peopl e whom he had nmet on
his field mssions placed their hopes in the United Nations, and he appeal ed
to the Conmi ssion not to di sappoint them

2. Since the publication of his report, he had received observations from
the Governnents of Australia and the United States of America on cases of
raci al discrimnation, raci smand xenophobia which had been transmtted to
them Those observations would be brought to the Comm ssion's attention in
hi s next report.

3. M. KRYLOV (Russian Federation) said that the new fornms bei ng assumed by
raci smand racial discrinmnation were nmaking it nmore difficult to identify,
prevent and fight those evils. Ghettos, racial |aws and formal segregation
were things of the past, but hundreds of thousands of people were still being
deprived of their citizenship and otherw se discrimnated agai nst while
attenpts to construct nono-ethnic societies were being nmade in the name of

hi storical justice.

4, The United Nations should adapt to the new realities and adopt new

met hodol ogi cal approaches and assessnent criteria. The various treaty bodies
and the special nechani sns established by the Comm ssion had an inportant role
to play in that process. None of the forns and manifestations of racia

di scrimnation should be ignored. It was particularly inmportant not to
exclude the problens of minorities fromthe activities being undertaken in
connection with the Third Decade to Combat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation

5. Prevention of inter-ethnic hostility was vitally inportant for his
country, a very large nultinational State with nore than one hundred peopl es,
each having its own material and spiritual culture, living side by side. Mich
had still to be done in terns of both |egislation and practical action to
devel op inter-ethnic harnony and prevent crisis situations, but the first

st eps had been taken

6. The principle of equality of all nationalities was enshrined in the
Constitution of the Russian Federation, and a conprehensive programme of
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measures designed to regulate inter-ethnic and federative relations and to
guarantee the rights of national mnorities had been confirnmed by presidentia
decree in June 1996. The main object was to ensure the full enjoynment by al
the nationalities of the Federation of their right to social, national and
cul tural devel opnent and to strengthen the sense of comunity of the whole
nati on on the basis of respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons.
Furthernore, the new Crimnal Code provided penalties for violations of the
equality of citizens on grounds of race or ethnic origin.

7. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the resurgence of new fornms of racism and
raci al discrimnation so soon after the di sappearance of apartheid was a
matter of serious concern. The political and geopolitical changes of the past
few years had encouraged the growth of nationalism |eading to many tragic
conflicts between different comunities and ethnic groups. The phenonmenon was
not confined to the poorest regions of the planet; it affected severa
continents and created a serious threat to stability, security and peace

t hroughout the world. It was thus the duty of the international comunity to
condemm strongly and unequi vocally all fornms of xenophobia and racial hatred.

8. Hi s del egati on supported the idea of holding a world conference to
combat racismand racial discrimnation, provided that such a conference did
nmore than sinply pay |ip-service to the need to fight those evils. It was

di smayed at the insignificance of the results achieved so far within the
framewor k of the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation and
felt that the issue should be given priority and should receive a |arger share
of the Organization's attention and resources.

9. Foreigners, particularly mgrant workers, were the first direct victins
of the new forms of racismand racial discrimnation. 1In a context of world
economic crisis, the sinmplistic and xenophobic view that foreign workers were
responsi bl e for unenpl oynent was gai ni ng ground and was bei ng expl oited by
certain ruthless political |eaders. The Comm ssion should condemm such
practices and reject the concept of “national preference” which seened to be
taking root in the |abour market, with the effect of accentuating differences
bet ween workers instead of pronoting solidarity among them The emergence of
new | aws or regul ations making the | egal status of foreign workers |ess secure
must thus al so be condemed.

10. It was regrettable that racist political parties should be able to

i nvoke the principle of freedom of expression in order to dissem nate their
har nful xenophobic ideas. All ideas of racial or ethnic superiority |eading
to exclusion and hatred anong peopl es must be condemmed and the struggle
agai nst racismand racial discrinination nust be waged at both the nationa
and the international |evels.

11. Ms. CGHOSE (India) said that the current item was one of the nost

i nportant on the Conm ssion's agenda because the phenomenon of racismas an
al | - pervadi ng cause of discrimnation was gaining ground. Although the

i nternational comunity had decided to give priority status to the issue, its
actual treatnent thereof was so casual as to be alnpbst cavalier. It would
seemthat, with the collapse of the apartheid system the focus on racia

di scrimnation had | ost its sharpness.
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12. Yet racismnot only persisted but was actually growi ng, as evidenced by
al nost daily incidents in various parts of the world and by the fact that
soci al and political groups propagating racial superiority continued to thrive
unhi ndered by law, the nedia, civil society or even Governments. Remarkable
creations of the information age, such as the Internet, were being used as
vehicles for propagating racial intolerance. The Commi ssion should condem
such acts and express strong support for all those actively opposing them

13. Her del egation's intention in highlighting the issue was not to point a
finger at anyone. Laudable efforts were being nmade, such as the European

Uni on's procl amati on of 1997 as the Year agai nst Racism the Council of
Europe's “All Different, Al Equal” public canmpaign and the steps taken to set
up a European nonitoring centre on racism but a sense of urgent concern was
still lacking in the international community's approach

14. The fact that the Centre for Human Ri ghts had been able to organize only
one sem nar since the adoption of the Progranme of Action for the Third Decade
to combat Racismin 1993 was indicative of that neglect. Funds appeared to be
avail able for other activities of the Centre but the Progranme of Action

agai nst Raci sm was starved of finance. |Instead of deploying funds fromthe
regul ar budget, the Centre had preferred to renmain inactive and await
voluntary contributions. |Indeed, the report of the Secretary-General on the

i mpl enmentation of the Programe of Action (E/ CN. 4/1997/68) gave the inpression
that the Department of Public Information had done nuch nore than the Centre
for Human Rights to advance the goals of the Decade. No nmenber of the
Centre's staff appeared to be designated to deal specifically with racism

15. What ever the reasons for such neglect, it should not be permtted to
continue. The Comm ssion nust seek effective solutions at the internationa
| evel , while supporting and encouraging action at the national level. The

battl e against racial intolerance and discrimnation was not just a matter of
governnment action or of legislation but of efforts by society at large to
pronote tol erance and to counter prejudice and bigotry. Internationa
cooperation, especially through the United Nations, could play a useful role
in that regard; the Conmi ssion and other human rights bodi es should be used to
exchange experience on effective ways of fighting racism The Progranme of
Action should be re-energi zed and funded fromthe regul ar budget, with
voluntary contributions supplenenting the Centre's normal efforts.

16. At the previous session, her delegation had expressed di sappoi nt ment at
the Special Rapporteur's inability to subnit his conplete reports on certain
field m ssions and had urged that his recurrent problenms of human and
financial resources be effectively addressed. It was thus dismayed to |learn
fromhis current report (E/CN. 4/1997/71) that such problens continued to
prevent himfrom discharging his mandate effectively. That was a matter of
serious concern and needed to be rectified i mediately. The Centre, and

i ndeed the Commission itself, would lose credibility if such an inportant
human rights issue were killed by |ack of funds.

17. The nmenber States of the Conmission should reiterate their belief that
raci smwas one of the nost serious violations of human rights and express
their comm tnment to addressing the problemthrough national, joint and
concerted action. They should clearly affirmthe view that, under
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international |law, racismwas not an opinion but an offence. The focus should
clearly remain on the evils of racismas discrinnation based on col our, race
or national origin. Racismshould not be confused with discrimnation in
general or with other aspects of discrimnation that were nore appropriately
dealt with under other agenda itens.

18. Those parties to the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation which had expressed reservations on certain
provi si ons nust be persuaded to withdraw them All countries should conpare
their owmn laws with the nodel |egislation prepared and circul ated by the
Centre, with a viewto bringing their standards up to international |evels.
The Speci al Rapporteur's recomendati ons should be translated into action.
Measures to pronote tolerance and pluralismthrough special education
programes and nedi a canpai gns should be initiated in all countries where
raci smpresented a serious problem wth the Centre providing the necessary
assi stance and expertise through its technical cooperation progranme.

19. The Commi ssi on should support the convening of a world conference to
combat racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance and
preparations therefor should begin w thout delay. As part of the preparatory
process, neasures to conbat raci smshould be given priority on the agenda of
t he Conmi ssion's next session, by which tinme, she hoped, the internationa
comunity's response would no | onger be marked by apathy and unconcern

20. Ms. GAER (United States of Anmerica) said that, during the 20 years that
had followed the first session of the Conm ssion, her country had established
a set of federal, State and |ocal |aws prohibiting racial discrimnation and
providing for |legal redress that were unmatched by any nation. The
elimnation of national, racial and ethnic discrimnation had been and woul d
remain her Governnent's firmpolicy. |Its efforts to overconme the tragic

| egacy of slavery and segregation had the full support of the country's
peopl e.

21. Nowhere in the world was there so nuch open discussion of race and

di scrimnation, nor so many non-governnental organizations (NGOs) devoted to
the cause of racial justice as in the United States. The task of achieving
racial justice was not finished. The country's racial divisions had a | ong
and painful history. As President Clinton had said, the forces of prejudice
and contenpt had nearly destroyed the nation in the past and plagued it still.
Raci sm was undoubtedly a problemin the United States, as it was in every
nation of the world. It was for that reason that her del egation had supported
t he appoi ntment of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance.

22. It was unfortunate, therefore, that the Special Rapporteur's early
reports had been nmarred by nunerous inaccuracies. His report on the

United States (E/CN. 4/1995/78/ Add. 1) inplied, in its paragraph 111, that

raci smand racial discrimnation were tolerated or even tacitly approved by
governnment institutions. That did a serious disservice to the Government and
people of the United States. The Special Rapporteur appeared not to
understand the racial situation in the United States, to say nothing of its
policies and | egal structures. He seened to have accepted anecdote as fact
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and taken every criticismat face value, while failing to note the rich body
of statistical and analytical research on the issue by Government, NGCs,
educat ors and governnental bodi es.

23. It had been hoped that the Special Rapporteur would investigate a w de
range of contenporary forns of racismand racial discrimnation, but his

anal ysis of the topics was often disappointing. The nere recitation of

qguot ations from other sources was a poor substitute for the analysis that the
world community expected of him Since the Special Rapporteur’'s mandate was
the first to address anti-Senmtism- an age-old phenonenon that had led to
genoci de and tragedy - she urged himto give the matter nore detail ed and
nuanced attention.

24. M. SELBI (South Africa) said that his country had never previously been
a menber of the Conmission, for reasons that lay at the heart of the agenda
item under consideration. The apartheid policies of the former regime and the
response of the international conmunity had kept it fromparticipating in the
wor k of such bodies. His country thus knew only too well the pain that could
be inflicted on mankind by policies of racismand racial discrimnation

25. Since South Africa's transition to denocracy, it had adopted a nunber of
measures in that regard. The “Foundi ng Provisions” of the Constitution

provi ded that no one should be unfairly discrimnated agai nst on the grounds
of, inter alia, race, ethnic or social origin, colour, religion, culture or

| anguage, a prohibition that extended across the whol e spectrum of nationa
life.

26. South Africa had also had to deal with the historical |egacy of the
apartheid system requiring that sonme provision should be made for
conpensati on or renedi al governnment action for the victinms of past

di scrimnation. Anong the neasures taken had been the establishnment of such
national institutions as the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, the Comm ssion on CGender
Equality, the Truth and Reconciliation Comi ssion and the National Youth

Commi ssi on and the appoi ntnent of the Public Protector. Racism had not, of
course, been conpletely renoved from South African life. Society could not be
purged conpletely in a nmatter of a few years.

27. The Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which, in 1948, had given the
opponents of the apartheid systema ray of hope at a dark nonment, had been
enbraced by the new South Africa. There appeared, however, to be a dangerous
perception that, with the dem se of apartheid, the international community
needed to pay less attention to racism wth the result that a deafening

sil ence surrounded the issue. |[If anything, however, the problem had becone
nore severe. Racismwas not confined to any one nation or any one continent,
and its ugly, though different, nmanifestations occurred everywhere. The

i nternational comunity nust continue to give the problem serious

consi deration and consi der how best to utilize the resources of the

United Nations in addressing it. It was a problemthat could not be resol ved
at the international |evel alone; national Governnents and their citizens nust
be comritted to ridding their societies of racism

28. The United Nations' task was to provide a clear direction to the
i nternational comunity, neasuring how each country conbated the horrors of
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racismand identifying a realistic programme of action. |f another world
conference on racismwas to be held, it should be preceded by thorough
preparatory work at the regional and subregional |evels. Pious words nust be
acconpani ed by action on the ground.

29. Hi s del egati on wel coned the work of the Special Rapporteur and called on
States to inplement his recomendations. The issue should not, however,
become entangled in politics; racismand racial discrimnation were too

i mportant to be used as a political football.

30. M. PRATOMO (I ndonesia) said that the proclamation of the Third Decade
evidenced the firmcommtnent of the international comunity to eradicating
all forns of racismand racial discrimnation. The Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts and the Vienna Programe of Action had set it as a priority, and
efforts to inplenent the goals of the Third Decade and the Vienna obligations
shoul d be redoubl ed. The Programme of Action for the Third Decade provided a
good vehicle for achieving those goals, but adequate financial resources were
required to undertake the activities contained therein.

31. As the Ceneral Assenbly had noted with regret at its fifty-first

session, the Centre for Human Ri ghts had organi zed only one sem nar on the

i ssue since 1993. In its resolution 1996/8, the Comm ssion had enphasized the
i mportance of meking the Centre a focal point for coordinating all programres
to be inmplemented by United Nations bodies and other parties for the
realization of the Third Decade. The Ceneral Assenbly had subsequently
requested the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to give the highest priority
to programmes and activities dedicated to conbating raci smand racia
discrimnation. H's own del egation continued to support those objectives.

32. Recommendati ons by the Special Rapporteur that had al ready been approved
by the General Assenbly and the Comm ssion should be translated into action
particularly in the fields of human rights education, acceptance of others and
tol erance for the sake of peace. The Special Rapporteur must be allocated the
resources he needed.

33. M. JOKONYA (Zi nbabwe) said that, despite the nmjor devel opnents in
technol ogy and the mass nedi a whi ch had brought people closer together, there
was a resurgence of xenophobia, racial intolerance and ethnic conflicts

t hroughout the world. Hardly a day passed wi thout racist incidents being
reported, such as the deportation of Africans from various countries for no
cl ear reason other than the colour of their skin, the nurder of black people
by white extrem sts and the torching of hones or churches, while those who
shoul d be protecting the victinms stood by and wat ched.

34. The international conmunity nmust band together to cut out the malignant
tumour of racism Efforts had, indeed, been made to do so, but they had not
al ways been successful or effective. His delegation thus supported the
convening of a world conference on racismto settle the problem once and for
all. Such a conference should devise specific nmeasures to curtail the current
mani f estati ons of racismand spell out medium and long-term plans to ensure
that raci smwas deprived of the environnent in which it could thrive.
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35. The cruci al Progranme of Action of the Third Decade could succeed only
if it had adequate financing, and serious consideration should be given to

i ncreased funding fromthe United Nations regular budget. The internationa
nmedi a shoul d assist in the fight against racismby barring the conmmuni cation
of racist sentinents, views and ideas.

36. M. 1RUMBA (Uganda), having paid tribute to the Special Rapporteur
whose report had highlighted the continued existence of racismand the
concerted action that the international community should take, said that there
had been a resurgence of propaganda ained at inciting racial and ethnic
hatred, with the result that mnorities and m grant workers had been subject
to physical attacks and other inhumane treatnment, mainly on account of their
col our or ethnic group, the worst exanples being the genocide in Rmanda and
the former Yugosl avi a.

37. Econom ¢ and soci al upheavals, the massive influx of asylum seekers and
t he aggressiveness of right-wi ng organi zati ons had been given as expl anati ons
for the outbreak of xenophobia. Wile they m ght be contributory, it was
regrettable that the neasures adopted to address the problem had al so
engendered raci sm by meking it appear that the victimwas the cause of the
problem Racismcould not be solved by devel oping a siege nmentality agai nst
et hnic groups or races perceived as undesirable.

38. In view of the “growing ... tolerance of racist speech” and the “support
by fringe popul ations of political parties conveying nessages of racia
superiority and incitenment to racial hatred”, nmentioned in the report of the
United Nations senmi nar on the subject (E/ CN. 4/1997/68/ Add. 1), all countries
needed to take concerted action to conbat raci smand xenophobia. The
Programre of Action for the Third Decade provided the framework and shoul d be
accorded the highest priority. It was disappointing, therefore, that support
and financial resources had not been forthcomng. Only one sem nar had been
hel d on the issue since 1993 and the future prospects of the Progranme

remai ned bl eak

39. Very few of the activities planned for 1994-1997 were |likely to be
carried out unless there was supplenentary financial help. His delegation

t herefore supported the proposal that the Programme should be funded fromthe
United Nations regular budget. It also supported the proposal that an

i nternational conference to conbat raci smshould be held.

40. M. ZI ARAN (Qbserver for the Islamc Republic of Iran) said that the

noti on of white suprenmacy had again given rise to a resurgence of racismin
the West. The reports of the Special Rapporteur clearly illustrated the
horrors col oured people in the West had to live with on a daily basis. Racism
had become deep-rooted in the West's police and justice system Skin col our
defined the extent of an individual's entitlenment to human rights and
fundamental freedons. The reported cases of brutality, police intimdation
and harassnent, arbitrary arrest, death in custody, frane-ups, destruction of
key evidence and a discrinmnatory application of the death penalty were
shocking and, in nost cases, the victins had little chance of |egal redress.

41. The econom ¢ and social situation was even worse. Subtle forms of
di scrim nation perpetuated the existing gap between whites and others, who
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were often denied equal opportunities in education, enploynent and even
housing. New | egislation was enacted to restrict entry visas and access by
col oured people to social services. |In Israel, blood donations by blacks were
di scarded. Increasingly, politicians in the West associ ated thensel ves
publicly with racist causes in an attenpt to win votes fromcertain interest
groups. That could lead to a |l egalization of racismand encourage far-right
nmovenments to go on the ranpage with inmpunity.

42. There was a doubl e standard on the part of the self-declared chanpions
of the pronotion and protection of human rights who preached good governance
and denocracy to other nations. His delegation thus strongly supported the
Speci al Rapporteur's recommendation that a world conference on raci smshould
be convened

43. M. ULUCEVIK (Observer for Turkey) said that the world once again
appeared to be passing through an era in which subtle aspects of racism and
xenophobi a were sneaking into society and his del egati on wi shed to know why.
The Speci al Rapporteur's report contained a nunber of striking reasons that
were of great inportance to his country, whose citizens had constantly been
victinms of raci smand xenophobia in Europe.

44, It was necessary to build social awareness to protect inpressionable
young people fromracist ideas. Governnent agents who condoned or
participated in racist activities should be subject to harsh penalties.

Mor eover, denocratic institutions such as universities, professiona
associ ati ons and NGOs shoul d conbat raci sm by organi zing semnars, public
debates and other activities to expose the evils of raci smand xenophobi a.
They shoul d al so encourage victins of those phenonena to | odge conpl ai nts and
seek redress.

45, It was disturbing to note that the nmass nmedia had becone a vehicle for
spreadi ng raci st nessages rather than conbating them the nedia should adopt
regul atory nechanisns to reverse that trend. Since education was anot her
effective nmeans of combating racism national educational systens should

i nclude in school curricula the history and consequences of racism

46. He fully supported the work and the recomrendati ons of the Speci al
Rapporteur, who should be provided with adequate resources. Hi s delegation
woul d bear those considerations in mnd when preparing a draft resolution on
measures to conbat raci smand intol erance.

47. Lastly, he wel coned the European Union's declaration of 1997 as the
Eur opean Year agai nst Raci sm and agreed with the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts that the fight against discrimnation should be given priority.

48. Ms. MARKIDES (Observer for Cyprus) said that she was concerned about
the findings contained in the Special Rapporteur's report (E/ CN. 4/1997/71) and
supported the new procedure of the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racia
Discrimnation for identifying cases where urgent preventive action mght be
recormmended. Her Government, which was fully committed to the pronotion of

tol erance and respect for diversity, conplied with all of its obligations
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under the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial Discrimnation
had made the declaration provided for in article 14 of the Convention and had
adopted neasures to prompote the objectives of article 7.

49. The peopl e of Cyprus had, however, been subjected to racismand grave
human rights violations for 23 years as a result of foreign occupation. One
third of the population remained refugees in their own country, no information
had yet been provided on the fate of m ssing persons, and Greek Cypriots in
the occupied part of the country suffered intimdation, denial of access to
education and nedical care and attenpts to eradicate all elements of the
country's culture

50. M. SERG WA (Observer for the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya) said that, despite
the international instruments on the elimnation of racial discrimnation
raci st policies continued to be applied and racist practices continued to
victimze mllions of people. There had been xenophobi c campai gns agai nst

i mm grant workers and minorities in European countries and in the

United States of Anerica.

51. It was to be hoped, however, that the Special Rapporteur would show nore
inmpartiality in describing the phenonenon. His report (E/ CN. 4/1997/71)

al | eged that Arabs and Muslins displayed anti-Senmitism Islamwas not, in
fact, an intolerant religion and specifically recognized Judaism Moreover,
Arabs were thensel ves Semites. The Special Rapporteur's msuse of the term
was evi dence of partiality and ignorance, and the Conm ssion should take care
to use it correctly.

52. Hi s country, whose |legislation paid special attention to the principles
of justice and equality before the law, had requested that a neeting on the
Muslim Christian and Jewi sh religions should be held, though it maintained
its position concerning Israel, an intolerant State that pursued its ains
through force and aggression. It was regrettable that the Special Rapporteur
had not mentioned Israeli practices agai nst the Pal estinians.

53. The Centre for Human Ri ghts shoul d be given increased funding to enable
it to conduct information activities to foster tol erance and understandi ng
among different races, in the context of the Third Decade. Lastly, he
reiterated the need to convene a world conference on contenporary forns of
raci sm

54. M. GALILEE (Observer for Israel) said that, unfortunately, there was no
correl ati on between the anpunt of attention which the United Nations devoted
to racism and the results achieved. Nonetheless, its work in that sphere was
i nportant and should continue. Three years previously, the Comm ssion's
annual resolution on nmeasures to conbat contenporary fornms of racism and

rel ated intol erance had nentioned anti-Semitismin both its preanbul ar and
operative parts, virtually the first tinme that the United Nations had

recogni zed that anti-Semtismwas a formof racism As recently as 1993, the
participants in the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts had refused to include
any reference to anti-Senmitismin the Vienna Declaration. VWhile it was

di sturbing that the United Nations had apparently considered for so |ong that
that form of racismcould be overl ooked or tolerated, the change of heart,

t hough i nsufficient, was comendabl e.
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55. It was disappointing that the Special Rapporteur had not expressed his
own views in his report. Racismwas not just a residue of colonialismor a
form of prejudice against the nationals of devel oping countries. In carrying
out his mandate, the Special Rapporteur should be guided by the Convention's
reference to discrinination based on race, colour, descent or national or
ethnic origin. For exanple, many racist anti-Semtic and anti-|Israe
sentiments had recently been expressed in France as a result of a debate on

t he Hol ocaust.

56. Lastly, his delegation reiterated its support for the work of the
Speci al Rapporteur which, it hoped, would continue to be carried out in a
conprehensive and fearless manner in all parts of the world.

57. M. ORFI (OQbserver for the Syrian Arab Republic) said that, despite the
defeat of nazismin the Second World War, the triunph of the civil rights
novenment in the United States of Anerica and the elimnation of apartheid in
South Africa, racismstill existed and was taking on new forns. Arabs and
Musl i ms had becone the victinms of efforts to distort their inmage and to create
an artificial “clash of civilizations” between the Islanm c and Western worl ds.
Civil society nmust reject confrontation and pronote tol erance between cultures
and peoples while, nmore particularly, non-Mislim peoples should |earn that

I sl am was based on tol erance, justice and equality.

58. He appreciated the Special Rapporteur's efforts to fulfil his mandate
with integrity and objectivity. |In particular, part Il, section D, of his
report (E/CN. 4/1997/71) rightly noted that the Western informati on nedi a

di scri m nated agai nst Arabs by portraying themas terrorists. He hoped that
t he Speci al Rapporteur would devote nore attention to racismand racia

di scrimnation agai nst Arabs. However, he wi shed that the report had been
nmor e bal anced in presenting different viewpoints and that it had treated al
types of racismand xenophobia equally.

59. The | engthy excerpts froman Israeli Covernnent report on anti-Semtism
(part 11, section E) falsified the history and features of Islam The
reference to “lIslam st and Arab anti-Sem tisni was npbst surprising, since
Arabs were thenselves Semites. The Israeli CGovernnent's assertion that
Muslins did not differentiate between Zioni smand Judai smand that Mislim
extrem sts were turning to the Koran as a primary anti-Jewi sh source was a
conplete distortion of the facts. The Koran did not instigate hatred of

Judai sm on the contrary, it noted the common foundations of Islam and

Judai sm

60. M. DIABIRA (International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues) said it
was regrettable that the Conm ssion had not considered the Special
Rapporteur's report on his visit to France and the recomendations it
contained. An international fact-finding mssion on the situation in France
had found that the intolerable treatnent of asylum seekers viol ated

i nternational human rights law. As in many other Western European countries,
asyl um seekers faced admi nistrative obstacles, based on the assunption that
their applications were unfounded, while deportation proceedi ngs did not
provide for sufficient appeals procedures. The adoption of the so-called
Debré Act, which added to the legislative arsenal concerning the treatnment of
foreigners in France, had nade the situation even worse.
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61. The Speci al Rapporteur's recomrendations, and those which his own
organi zation had submitted to the French authorities, were still relevant.

French imm gration and asylum policy was badly in need of review He called
upon the Comm ssion to conduct an in-depth analysis of the Special
Rapporteur's report on France and to deci de what action should be taken, and
on the authorities of all European countries to end such serious violations of
human rights and fundanental freedons.

62. Ms. SPALDI NG (I nternational Association of Educators for Wrld Peace)
said it was essential that all those working to conmbat raci smshould use every
avai |l abl e nmeans of educating the public, including the new el ectronic nedia.
The inmportance of sport and light entertai nnent in educating peopl e about
raci sm shoul d not be underestimted, particularly when the cel ebrations for
the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1998
wer e bei ng pl anned.

63. Her Associ ation had held two successful round tables in 1996, with the
participation of various United Nations bodies and young people with direct
experience of the inpact of racismon all aspects of daily |life, and another
round table was to be held on the subject of the Internet.

64. Ms. CARBY- MUTAMBI RWA (I nternational Youth and Student Movenent for the
United Nations), speaking also on behalf of 14 other non-governnenta

organi zations,* said that, despite over two decades of concerted efforts,

raci smand racial discrimnation were on the rise in nost countries and openly
raci st political parties were increasing their electoral strength. The NGOs
she represented were dismayed that Governnents appeared to be | osing interest
in, and were unwilling to support financially, the Programe of Action for the
Third Decade to Conmbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation

65. They called on the Conmission to set a date for a world conference to
combat racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and other rel ated
contenporary forms of intolerance, as requested by the General Assenbly.
Governnments, the United Nations and NGOs were united in the belief that such a
conference, which should be held by 1999, would send a clear signal that the
world conmunity was determ ned to deal decisively with the scourge of racism
and woul d provi de an excellent opportunity to devel op specific strategies to
combat racismand racial discrimnation

66. M. PUNJABI (Hi mal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation) said the worst
hol ocausts the world had wi tnessed had been the direct result of racist

i deol ogi es. Unfortunately, the |lessons of history had not been |earnt and
there was a resurgence of racial discrimnation and xenophobic practices. As
the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had pointed out, imm grants, refugees,
m norities and indi genous peoples were seeing their fundamental rights

fl out ed.

67. It was easier to trace the roots of racismthan it was to track down the
groups which pronoted raci st practices, but Governments nust take steps to
deal with those groups, or stand accused of covertly sponsoring terrorism by

* The |ist of non-governnental organizations concerned appears as an
annex to this sumrary record.
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turning a blind eye. A case in point was Pakistan, where the Government was
ignoring the plight of the Christian mnority, whose hones had been set on
fire and whose nenbers had been assault ed.

68. Ms. NEURY (Centre Europe - Tiers Monde) said that a new form of
di scrimnation dubbed “Anerican apartheid’, had been identified by a

United States sociologist. It consisted of the gradual but very nethodica
residential segregation of blacks in new isolated housing projects in the
centres of big United States cities. It was the duty of the Comm ssion to

exam ne that phenonenon, since social conditions affected the observance of
human rights.

69. The use of the term “aparthei d” was no exaggeration. |In the first

pl ace, the existence of areas where the popul ation was entirely bl ack
presented a situation in which racial groups |ed separate and paralle

exi stences in geographical areas assigned to them the very definition of
apartheid. Secondly, there was evidence that the phenonenon was not due to
purely social factors but to deliberate policies that had been adopted by
white decision-makers at the national and local levels to control the racia
conmposition of urban populations. Thirdly, sonme of the apol ogists for such
policies had gone so far as to claima biological basis for residentia
segregati on.

70. Respect for econonmic and social rights depended on public finance; if
the |l evel of finance was reduced, in order to “liberalize” the econony, those
rights suffered. Pacification by segregation could then be viewed as a way to
manage the problens thus created.

71. The Commi ssi on should condem those practices and call on the

United States Government to investigate the matter and take the necessary
action. The international community could not accept such segregation
particularly in a wealthy country, whose concern for individual and mnority
rights was well -known.

72. Ms. OLSTHOORN (M nority Rights Goup) said that asylum seekers from
Africa and Asia were suffering fromracial discrimnation in western Europe,
where they were likely to be portrayed as inmm grants in di sguise and

di scri m nated agai nst by the local population. The nunmber of asylum seekers
in western Europe had fallen dramatically in the 1990s, partly as a result of
unrealistic visa requirements and the |egislation providing for airlines and
other carriers to be fined for carrying passengers w thout docunentation

whi ch prevented asyl um seekers fromreaching the frontiers of the countries
concerned. European Union harnoni zati on neasures, which restricted the nunber
of asylum seekers still further, had often been agreed upon in an undenocratic
manner behind cl osed doors.

73. Those asyl um seekers who eventual |y reached western Europe were often
treated like crimnals, facing restricted freedom of novement and | ong peri ods
of detention. According to a recent survey by the Hi gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees, the detention of asylum seekers was on the increase in every

western European country. In the United Kingdom asylum seekers spent | onger
in prison, often in worse conditions than crimnals, than anyone el se held
under the Immgration Act.
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74. The definition of a refugee in the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees was being interpreted in an increasingly restrictive way,
with nore and nore asylum seekers being allowed to stay on humanitarian
grounds only, which limted their rights as refugees. They were al so
increasingly being returned to the country of first asylum where they risked
being forcibly returned to the country fromwhich they had fled.

75. The western European countries should honour their internationa
obligations to asyl um seekers and refugees, and also tackle the root causes of
refugee flows, by devel oping long-termconflict-prevention strategi es and
acting to avoid crises and human rights violations that could |lead to viol ent
conflict and popul ation displacenent. The Comm ssion shoul d enphasi ze that
the steps taken by the nenbers of the European Union to harnoni ze policy on
refugees should be subject to the denocratic parlianmentary process.

76. M. MK. SINCH (India), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said
that his Government | ooked forward to a positive relationship with the

Organi zation of the Islanic Conference (O C) under the new | eadership of

M. Laraki. However, M. Laraki's comments on the internal affairs of India
were ill-judged and woul d certainly not be endorsed by nost O C nenbers.
Support for the bilateral talks to be held between India and Paki stan was

wel conme, but any attenpt at outside intervention in such a conplex and
delicate situation would not be conducive to peace in the region

77. M. NAZARI AN (Qbserver for Arnenia), speaking in exercise of the right
of reply, said he could not accept the reference by the Secretary-Ceneral of
the Organi zation of the Islam c Conference, M. Laraki, to “Arnmenian
aggression”, when it was a well-known fact that the conflict was between the
def ence forces of Nagorny Karabakh and the regular army units of Azerbaijan
M. Laraki had al so exaggerated the nunber of displaced persons and refugees
in Azerbaijan, w thout nentioning that 600,000 Arneni ans had al so been
uprooted. Such inaccurate information could seriously damage the peace
process, which had just reached a new stage with the neeting of the M nsk
Group in Paris.

The neeting rose at 5.55 p. m
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Annex

List of non-governnental organi zations sponsoring the
statenent by the International Youth and Student
Movenent for the United Nations

African Association of Education for Devel opnent

Baha'i International Conmunity

Christian Life Community

I nternational Federation of Jew sh Wnen

I nternational Federation of University Wmen (I FUW

I nternati onal Movenent against Al Forms of Discrimnation and Racism
Movement agai nst Raci sm and for Friendshi p anong Peopl es
Worren' s I nternational Denocratic Federation

Wnen's International League for Peace and Freedom

World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associ ati ons ( YMCA)
Worl d Association of Grl CGuides and Grl Scouts (WAGGEGS)
Wor | d Federation of Denocratic Youth (WFDY)

Wor |l d Federation of United Nations Associations

Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Paki stan



