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COW SSI ON DES DRO TS DE L' HOMMVE

C nquant e- deuxi éme sessi on
Point 9 a) de |'ordre du jour

ACTI ON VI SANT A ENCCURAGER ET DEVELCPPER DAVANTACE LE RESPECT
DES DRO TS DE L' HOMWWE ET DES LI BERTES FONDAMENTALES ET,
NOTAMMENT, QUESTI ON DU PROGRAMVE ET DES METHODES DE
TRAVAI L DE LA COVW SSI ON

AUTRES METHCDES ET MOYENS QUI S OFFRENT DANS LE CADRE DES ORGANI SMES
DES NATI ONS UNIES POUR M EUX ASSURER LA JOUI SSANCE EFFECTI VE DES
DRO TS DE L' HOWE ET DES LI BERTES FONDAMENTALES

Lettre datée du 3 avril 1996, adressée au Président de |la Conm ssion

des droits de |'homme par | e Représentant pernmanent de |la

Républ i que popul ai re dénpcrati que de Corée aupreées de
'O fice des Nations Unies a Genéve

J'ai |'honneur de vous faire parvenir ci-joint */ un docunent intitulé
"Reaction of the Del egation of the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea to
the Stand of Japan on the Report of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence
agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences, M Radhi ka Coomar aswany
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 53/ Add. 1)", que je vous serais obligé de bien vouloir faire
di stribuer en tant que docunent officiel de |la cinquante-deuxi eme session
de la Commission au titre du point 9 a) de |'ordre du jour.

Le représentant pernanent,

(Signé) R Tcheul

*/ Docurent reproduit en annexe, uniquenent dans |a |angue dans
laquelle il a été présenté.

GE. 96- 12553 (F)
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ANNEX

Reaction of the Del egation of the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea to

the Stand of Japan on the Report of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence
agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences (E/CN. 4/1996/53/Add. 1

In accordance with resolution 1995/85 of 8 March 1995 entitled "The
elimnation of violence agai nst wonen" adopted at the fifty-first session of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
worren, its causes and consequences, M. Radhi ka Coonaraswany and her team
carried out a mission to the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea, the
Republi ¢ of Korea and Japan from 14 to 27 July 1995 and subnmitted a report
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 53/ Add. 1) to the fifty-second session of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ght s.

The DPRK del egation highly appreciates the work undertaken by the Speci al
Rapporteur during the past year in pursuit of the tasks entrusted to her by
t he Conmi ssion and wel cones the report of the Special Rapporteur

The DPRK del egation believes that the current session of the Conmi ssion
will take an appropriate nmeasure for inplenentation of the report.

The Japanese Covernnent | eaves no stone unturned to evade the State
responsibility and the |l egal responsibility for the crines against humanity it
comm tted during the Second Wrld War, which has been taken up as an issue of
great concern to the international community.

Japan has dared to submt as an official document of the current session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 137) its docunent which nmakes an outright denunciation of the
Speci al Rapporteur's report and rmakes a conplete negation of its crines.

The DPRK del egation rejects the Japanese docunent and strongly condems
this attenpt of Japan

Japan conducted i ncessant aggressi on agai nst Korea and ot her Asian
countries fromas early as the nmddle of the nineteenth century and occupi ed
the Asian continent from 1905 to 1945, during which it committed all kinds of
crinmes and atrocities unprecedented in history.

In Korea al one, Japan massacred 1 nmillion, forcibly drafted 6 mllion and
forced about 200,000 wonen into nore than slavery as "military sexual slaves"

One cannot wite all the Japanese atrocities and crines, even in
t housands of pages, nor can one tell enough about them even in hundreds of
days' time.

In Asia, unlike in Europe, the fear of the countries concerned and the
i nternational community grow deeper and deeper, since the crinmes of Japan have
not yet been finally and conpletely elim nated.

As long as the issue of the Japanese crines remains unsettled, there can
be no bright future in Asia.
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The DPRK del egation draws the attention of the Conmission to the
foll owi ng several points as regards the Japanese attenpt not to accept its
State and | egal responsibilities for the crimes against humanity.

First, the Japanese Governnent nust see Asia and the world with proper
eyes and take responsible and sincere action in settling its crinme issue.

Any attenpt to skip over its State and legal responsibilities by way of
purely plausi bl e evasive words or action will never be tolerated.

Japan has not elinmnated its crines conpletely and conscientiously.
Therefore, the issue of the Japanese crines has been taken up as a serious
issue in Asia, unlike in Europe, and is now placed on the United Nations
tabl e.

The Japanese Covernment nust be aware of what great concern the
unwi | I i ngness of Japan as to liquidation of its past crinmes gives to the
i nternational conmunity. The unwillingness concerning |iquidation of the
crimes can not be construed otherwi se than as a dangerous intention to repeat
such cri nmes.

The international community will follow whether or not the Japanese
Governnent takes responsible and sincere action in order to settle the issue
of its crinmes finally and conscientiously with all victimcountries.

Second, the Japanese Covernnent has not yet made sincere apology to all
victimcountries and peoples for its crines.

M. Hosokawa, former Japanese Prinme M nister, once "acknow edged" that
t he past war was an "aggression war". But the expression of aggression war
was soon anmended as "aggression act". And now, Japan has gone so far as to
say that the Pacific War was one for the sake of the Asian people.

The expression of "renorse" and "apol ogi es" nmade by former Prine
M nisters in recent years is nothing but an evasive expressi on nade whenever
there was such a necessity for their own interest, and it never constitutes an
expression of sincere apology fromthe bottom of the heart.

The fact that the parlianent of Japan rejected apology reveals that it is
enpty tal k. Japan nust make apol ogy through its parlianent to all the victim
countries and peoples on the basis of acceptance of its legal responsibility
for the crimes.

Third, the Japanese Governnment mnust take a correct approach towards
i nternational |aw

The Japanese Covernnent has a very dangerous standpoint on internationa
I aw.

Now, the Japanese authorities abuse international law at their free wll
and misinterpret it intentionally in their favour, putting forward the
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gangster logic that Japan is not legally responsible for the crines because it
did not accede to a treaty, or Japan does not have any |l egal responsibility
because the treaty becane effective after its conm ssion of the crine.

According to the Japanese way of interpreting international law, it
follows that any State can, sinply because of non-accession to, for instance,
the International Convention on the Elimination of AIl Fornms of Racia
Di scrimnation, practise racial discrinmnation freely and no one can bl ane the
State for it.

I f the Japanese way of interpreting international lawis followed, how
can we establish international order, how can we naintain the node of conduct
and norality anmong countries and peopl es and how can we nmake peace and
stability?

Such a way of interpreting and such an attitude to international lawis a
matter which will deserve serious deliberation at the United Nations
I nternational Law Comm ssion

The Japanese crinmes agai nst hunanity are facts known by history and the
wor | d.

Japan insists that the issues of war crinmes were settled "finally and
conpl etely" by the San Francisco Treaty and certain bilateral treaties.

The DPRK del egation nmakes it clear that the San Franci sco Conference in
1951 and the Treaty adopted at the Conference did, in essence, pursue not the
pur pose of properly and thoroughly elininating the Japanese war crines, but
t he purpose of paving a snmooth road for reviving Japanese militarism The
Conference even ruled out the participation of the major victimcountries.

And the bilateral treaties concluded nerely with a |inited nunber of
victimcountries were not in fact established on the basis of true acceptance
of full responsibility and conscience on the part of Japan

After all, Japan has not settled the issue of its crines finally and
conpletely with all victimcountries.

Fourth, the Japanese Government mnust nake thorough conpensation to al
victimcountries and peopl es.

Japan nust nake State conpensation in pursuit of its State responsibility
and | egal responsibility for its crimes. It is very natural that the crines
conmitted by a State are conpensated by the State.

State conmpensation is the only way of denonstrating by practical deed the
will of Japan to accept the State responsibility for the crimes and to
elimnate them

Conpensati on must be thorough and sincere.
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The conpensation nade by Japan in the past to certain victimcountries
was not thorough enough to correspond to the scope of the crines, nor was it
sincere on the basis of full responsibility for the crines.

The "Asian Winen's Fund" established by the Japanese CGover nnent
constitutes another insult to the victins and a challenge to the conpensation
demand by the victimcountries.

The essence of the "Fund" is that Japan will not assune State
responsibility for its crimes and it will offset the unprecedented crines
agai nst humanity by a small anmount of funds of a civil character donated by
t he Japanese peopl e.

The DPRK del egati on categorically denounces and rejects the evasive
attitude of the Japanese Governnent reflected in the "Fund"

The DPRK cannot allow nor tolerate the irresponsible and insincere stand
and attitude of the Japanese Governnent towards its crinmes against humanity.

As | ong as Japan does not conpletely elinmnate its crinmes, it wll

forever remain an "eneny State" and crinminal State, as is defined in the
Charter of the United Nations.



