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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND | N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SCOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACH EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LI VI NG
FOREI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI CI ES AND THEI R EFFECTS ON THE FULL
ENJOYMENT CF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR, ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C ORDER ON THE
ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELCPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT THI S
REPRESENTS FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOVS

(item5 of the provisional agenda) (continued) (E/ CN 4/1996/22, 23, 106, 113
and 140; E/CN. 4/1996/NGOJ 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 14 and 15; E/ CN. 4/ Sub.?2/1995/12
and 15)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (item 6 of the
provi si onal agenda) (continued) (E/ CN.4/1996/10, 24 and 25; E/ CN 4/1996/ NGO 1,
8 and 11; E/CN. 4/1995/11, 21 and 27)

STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RI GHTS (item 13 of the
provi si onal agenda) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1996/75, 76 and 96)

EFFECTI VE FUNCTI ONI NG OF BODI ES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO UNI TED NATI ONS HUMAN
Rl GHTS | NSTRUMENTS (item 14 of the provisional agenda) (continued)
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 77, 78 and 87; A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1; A/ 50/505)

1. M. SIRAJ (Mul aysia) said that the |ack of resources and attention
devoted to economic, social and cultural devel opment within the United Nations
system nmust be rectified. Recent global conferences had consolidated the

vi ewpoi nt that the social and economic security of people nust be the
centrepi ece of national devel opnent plans. The declarations and progranmmes of
action generated by those conferences took account of the social and cultura
peculiarities of Menmber States and nmade it clear that attenpts to inpose
cultural norns or standards of governance on other countries were
count er producti ve and not conducive to inproving the econonic, social and
cultural conditions of all peoples. Malaysia, a pluralistic, nmulticultura
society, was only too well aware of the dire consequences of ignoring specific
social and cultural features. His Government was thus committed to the
approaches to alleviating the human condition outlined at the gl oba
conf er ences.

2. The right to devel opment entailed conpliance with the rights of peoples
to cultural, economc and social self-determ nation. Devel opnment rmust not be
pursued at the expense of future generations, and econom c activities that
were environmentally and socially counterproductive should not be tolerated.
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3. Al'l aspirations to devel opnment would remain unfulfilled if not backed up
by financial resources. The inposition of conditions on econom ¢ assi stance,

i ncluding an insistence on certain fornms of governance, was a coloniali st
attitude that had no place in a time of increasing interdependence anong
nat i ons.

4. H s del egati on wel coned the decision of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights to pronote the right to devel opment by giving a branch in the
restructured Centre for Human Rights responsibility for that area. It
supported the establishment of an intergovernmental group of experts to devise
a plan of action for the inplenmentation of the right and nmake specific
reconmendati ons regarding a realistic and workabl e nmechanismto eval uate

nati onal and international policies and to take account of natural and

man- made factors inpeding progress towards the right to devel opnent. The
expert group should avoid duplication of efforts in other United Nations

bodi es in pursuance of the programmes of action agreed on at the gl oba

conf erences.

5. H s Governnent urged the devel oped countries to continue the dial ogue on
the right to devel opnent, aimng at the objective of a roof over every head,
cl othes on every body and food on every plate.

6. M. SALGADO (Brazil) said that col d-war, ideol ogical controversies had
tainted the defence of econonic, social and cultural rights, with a consequent
overenphasis on civil and political rights, but that had not prevented the
United Nations from naking progress on all human rights and perfecting its
machi nery for devel opment cooperation. Since the cold war had ended and the
Wrld Conference on Human Rights had reaffirmed the indivisibility of all
those rights, however, a new econonmic reality had energed. @ obalization and
all it entailed inplied a reduced role for Governments to the detrinent of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights. There was thus a tension between the
obj ectives outlined at Vienna and the powerful forces shaping the new world
econony. The spirit of Vienna nust be kept alive, excessive politicization
avoi ded and open-m ndedness and willingness to conpromi se denponstrated by al
parties.

7. It was not for the Conmi ssion to condemn or condone market principles or
gl obalization. It was authorized, however, to analyse current trends and
identify practices which nmight hinder the full enjoynent of econom c, socia
and cultural rights. [Its main concern was human di gnity which could not be
retai ned where extrenme poverty prevailed. It thus had a noral obligation to
keep under review the inpact on human rights of the debt burden and structura
adj ustnent policies, of environnental issues and of extreme poverty and should
endeavour to adopt consensus resolutions on those issues. Consequently, his
del egati on wel comed the progress nade by the Wirking Group on the Right to
Devel opnent in reconciling divergent views and el aborating constructive
proposal s and reconmendations for the inplenmentation of that right.

8. The right to devel opment nust be incorporated into the conceptua
framework in which human rights bodies operated and to that end, clear
strategi es and work programes nust be devised. The Economi ¢ and Socia
Counci |l shoul d define practical objectives to be pursued by the specialized
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agenci es and other United Nations bodies. Under the guidance of the
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, the Centre for Human Ri ghts shoul d enhance
its capacity for pronoting the right to devel opnent.

9. M. H K SINGH (India) said that, although the Wrking G oup on the Ri ght
to Devel opnent had nade little headway in carrying out its nandate, the tine
had conme to give shape and substance to the efforts to pronote the right.
Sust ai ned and equitabl e social and econoni c devel opment was essential to
enabl e people to live a life of dignity and all States had a responsibility to
pronote an environnment in which individuals could prosper and achieve their
full potential. For its part, the international conmunity nust foster a
climate in which all nations had a stake in pronoting worl dw de prosperity and
devel opnent and nust take steps to ensure equitable economc relations and to
renove obstacles to the enjoynent of the right to devel oprent.

10. H s del egati on thus supported the establishnment of a new mechani sm -
per haps an intergovernmental group of experts - to elaborate a strategy for

i mpl enentation of the right to devel opment. The group, which should submt
its proposals to the Comm ssion at the next session, should evaluate and
noni tor progress to date and nmake suggestions as to how a nore favourabl e

i nternational environnent for the devel oping countries could be created. The
new branch to be established in the Centre for Human Rights to pronote the
right to devel opnment nust fornul ate a programe goi ng beyond i nformation

di ssem nati on and reporting and address the vital issue of inplenmentation
Adequat e resources nust be provided to the Centre fromthe regul ar budget to
support its activities connected inter alia with the right to devel opnent.

11. The right to devel opnment was not a North-South issue but a humanitarian
one that arose wherever deprivation and nmarginalization occurred. The
consensus reached at the World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent constituted the
basi s for addressing poverty, unenploynent and social marginalization in
both the North and the South through effective programres of action and
cooperation. In that connection, it was nost regrettable that the

United Nations bodies dealing with devel opnent had been relegated to the
background and not provided with the resources they needed to carry out their
mandat ed t asks.

12. The right to devel opment could not autonatically be realized by

i mpl ementing civil and political rights, on the one hand, or economic, social
and cultural rights, on the other. Rights could not be dealt with in a

pi eceneal fashion. In his own country, the judiciary had enl arged the scope
of the fundanental rights that could be addressed in courts of |aw, thereby
strengthening citizens' enjoyment of their economic, social and cultura
rights. Hi s Government had set itself the goal of continuing its economc
reforns with due regard for vul nerable segnents of society and the

cohesi veness of the social fabric. Developnent, in his country's experience,
was an organic, not a mechanical, process. It could not be inplemented from
above, but had to be participatory.

13. H s del egati on supported the continuation of efforts to inplenent the
right to devel opnent, building upon those already nade by the Wrking Goup
The Centre for Human Rights had a particularly inportant role to play in that
process and the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts shoul d pay specia
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attention to the right to developnent in his restructuring of the Centre and
shoul d keep Menber States informed about the inplenmentation of his nandate
regarding the right to devel opnent.

14. M. ZHANG Yi shan (China) said that a nunber of problens affected the

ef fecti veness and universality of human rights instrunments. Though the
country reporting systemwas useful on the whole, the preparation of reports
was a tine-consumng task that required a najor effort by nunerous
governmental bodi es and social groups and trenmendous financial resources.
Many countries, especially the devel oping ones, had difficulties in neeting
the deadlines for report subm ssion and the topics and questions that
Covernments were required to address were often repetitive. The universality
of accession to treaties was affected by those problens, as countries
under st andably took theminto account when deci di ng whether to accede.

15. The mounting nunber of reports had increased the workload of the
treaty-nmonitoring bodies, with the result that nmany reports were not given
pronpt consideration. Mreover sone treaty bodi es addressed issues outside
their terns of reference or duplicated the work of other bodies. The requests
for additional meetings of the treaty bodies to cope with the increasing
wor kl oad, required careful study, especially in the light of the financia
situation of the United Nations. The reporting systemmnust be sinplified, the
efficiency, responsibility and objectivity of the treaty bodies increased and
the trust of States parties in the reporting process enhanced. A nunber of
specific proposals to that end had been made whi ch could establish the basis
for a reformof the work of treaty bodies

16. H s Governnent fulfilled its convention obligations to the full
In 1995, it had subnitted three reports on the inplenentation of human rights
conventions. In preparing the reports, it had solicited the views of various

government al bodi es, social groups and non-governnental organizations (NGOs)
to ensure that the reports reflected as objectively as possible the

i mpl ement ati on of the conventions in China. Activities connected with the
preparation of the reports had al so served to inform Chi nese society about the
human ri ghts conventi ons.

17. M. TORELLA di ROMAGNANO (ltaly), speaking on behalf of the European
Union, the Central and Eastern European countries associated with the European
Uni on and the associated countries of Cyprus and Malta, said that the

devel opnent and consol i dati on of denocracy and the rule of law, as well as
respect for human rights and fundanental freedons, were general objectives of
the Union's conmon foreign and security policy. Those principles applied al so
to the Union's devel opnent cooperation policy, which sought to foster the
sust ai nabl e econonmi c and soci al devel opnent of the devel oping countries, their
snoot h and gradual integration into the world econony, and the reduction of
poverty in them

18. The Uni on's devel opnent cooperation policy was based on the idea that the
wel fare of every human being was linked to the devel opnment of society as a
whole. In that respect the recently nodified Lomé Convention contai ned sonme

i nnovati ng provisions which, in the formof decentralized cooperation
supported by financial aid, ained at encouraging all sectors of society in the
countries concerned to contribute to autononous national devel opnent. In
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i mpl ementi ng those principles, the European Union's action was designed to

i ncrease awareness and pronote human rights and denocracy, reinforcing the

i nk between devel opnent cooperation, human rights and denocratic principles,
the rule of Iaw and sound administration with a view to ensuring that

devel opnent projects had greater inpact and viability.

19. The Union supported action to reinforce the rule of law in devel oping
countries and the process of transition to denocracy; it also initiated
projects to strengthen the role of NGOs and institutions pronoting a pluralist
civil society. It did so both because those ends were desirable in thensel ves
and because human rights were intrinsic to sustainable devel opnment and a
stimulus to econonic grow h.

20. The corollary to that positive action was that serious and persistent

vi ol ati ons of human rights or interruptions of the denocratic process called
for appropriate reaction. Thus agreenents between the Union and third
countries included a "suspension clause" enabling it to react inmediately, in
cases of violations of essential elenents of the agreenents, notably in
respect of human rights. The nodified Long Convention further enhanced
consul tation nmechani sns for exam ning a given situation and finding a

sol uti on.

21. The Union had taken note of the conprehensive report submtted by the
Working Group on the Right to Devel opment (E/ CN. 4/1996/24). It shared the
Goup's finding that the nost noteworthy contribution of the Declaration on
the Right to Devel opment was that it established the organic |ink between
devel opnent and human rights. Any denial of human rights constituted an
obstacl e to devel oprment, while devel opnent that failed to take account of al
human rights woul d be inconplete. Each of the categories of hunman rights
constituted an essential conmponent of the right to devel opment, which became
the resultant of the pronotion of each and every one of them

22. Al t hough a favourabl e international environment was an inportant factor
in the realization of the right to devel opnent, the inplenmentation of that
right was first and forenmpbst the result of a national policy and strategy

whi ch took into consideration the specific context of each country. Popul ar
participation, including that of persons fromminorities and indi genous

peopl es, was an essential condition for the right to devel opnent. Speci al
attention should be given to pronoting the participation of wonen.

23. The Union was | ooking forward to di scussing the many reconmendati ons
presented in the report and was conmitted to deternining the appropriate
followup to the Wirking Group's activities.

24. In the Copenhagen Decl aration and Programme of Action, the Heads of State
and Governnment had enphasi zed the interrel ati onship between social devel oprent
and social justice, peace and security and respect for all human rights and
fundanmental freedons. They had, consequently, conmmitted thenselves to
pronoting social integration by fostering societies that were stable, safe and
just and that were based on the pronotion and protection of all human rights,
as well as on non-discrimnation, tolerance, respect for diversity, equality

of opportunity, solidarity, security and the participation of all people,
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i ncl udi ng di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups and persons. Those
reconmendati ons nust be taken into account in the inplenmentation of the right
to devel opnent.

25. Similarly, the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen had confirnmed that
worren's rights were human rights and had recogni zed, that wormen's enpower nment
and their full and equal participation were fundanental for the achi evenment of
sust ai nabl e econoni ¢, social and denocratic devel opnent. Whnen's econormic

i ndependence and their rights and access to resources and power were essentia
to prevent themfrom beconming the first victinms of poverty and to ensure their
participation in decision-naking.

26. New wars continued to take shape, in nmany countries denocracy was not a
reality, and hundreds of millions of people lived in extrene poverty. Those
situations constituted major obstacles to the effective enjoynent of human
rights, including the right to devel opnment. The Union was conmitted to
wor ki ng for durable solutions, but the goal could be reached only through

si mul t aneous national and international efforts.

27. M. Ma Allo (Gabon), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.

28. M. TCHUMAREV (Russian Federation) said that the Wrld Summit for Socia
Devel opnent had recogni zed the need for the international comunity to help

St at es undergoi ng radi cal political, economc and cultural transformtions,
wher e dangerous social problens were enmerging. As a result of political and
econoni ¢ refornms, the foundati ons of denocracy and of a market econony had
been laid in Russia but the country was not yet enjoying a stable and high
standard of living. The main task in the next stage of social and economc
transformati on would be to strengthen substantially the guarantees for the

enj oyment of social and economic rights. |In so doing, a balance would have to
be found between social needs, the country's econonic potential, and the | aws
of the market. Hi s Government considered that an active social policy was not
at variance with the goals of econom c stabilization and that denocracy was
the basis of State devel opnent. Freedom and denocracy, which were not the
prerogative of any one nation, were the principal precondition for progress
and prosperity.

29. It was inportant to inprove coordination between the United Nations

bodi es responsi bl e for social and econonmic rights and those concerned with
civil and political rights. Al hunman rights were indivisible, universal,
interrelated and i ndependent. International financial institutions should
t hus give due consideration to the human rights inplications of the socia
programes they prepared and i npl enent ed.

30. The Copenhagen Decl aration and Programme of Action had established the
basi s for achieving consensus and reviewi ng the concept of devel opnent and
devel opnent policy. There was an organic |ink between social and econonic
devel opnent, denocracy and the realization of human rights, and

under devel opnent could not serve as a justification for violating human rights
and fundanental freedons. Disproportionate enphasis on any one category of
rights inevitably led to instability and tension.
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31. Hi s del egati on nuch appreci ated the work done by the Wrking G oup on
Devel opnent and wel coned the efforts of the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to develop a strategy to pronote the right to devel opnent, in the

consi deration of which a spirit of consensus should prevail

32. Uni versal ratification of the basic international hunman rights
instruments was of great inportance, as was the work done by United Nations
treaty bodies to ensure that States conplied with their international hunman
rights obligations. |In that connection, studies should be nade, of the
probl em of reservations to international human rights treaties and obstacl es
to their ratification. A strengthening of the advisory services programe
woul d I'ighten the task faced by successor States when confirmng their

obl i gati ons.

33. The treaty bodies nade a useful contribution to the inplenmentation and
devel opnent of international standards. However, they had been established on
the basis of international agreenents defining their purpose, scope and

nmet hods, with which they nmust strictly conply; sonme of which were displaying a
tendency to interpret their mandate very broadly. However, CGovernnents, too,
nmust respect the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the treaty bodies. The
unacceptabl e attenpts by some Governnents to contest the validity of such
concl usi ons and reconmmendati ons by casting doubt on the conpetence and
reputation of the experts chosen by the Governnents thensel ves, were a source
of concern. In any case, the treaty bodies should be actively involved in the
devel opnent of international human rights standards, and their cooperation

wi th regional human rights defenders was wel cone

34. M. van WULFFTEN PALTHE (Netherl ands) said that human rights
standard-setting had | argely been acconplished and the essential chall enge was
currently inplenentation, which was rather conplicated in the case of

econom ¢, social and cultural rights since many of them were not anmenable to
judicial enforcenment.  oser cooperation anong the various human rights
organi zati ons and bodi es coul d, however, help to secure a better

i mpl ement ati on of those rights.

35. The absence of clear indicators was one of the main obstacles to the

i mpl ement ati on of economic, social and cultural rights. Further studies
shoul d therefore be nmade of the possibility of establishing social and
econom c indicators relating to quantitative and statistical data. Such

i ndi cators would be inportant not only for the treaty bodi es but also for
United Nations agencies in determ ning basic hunman rights needs and coul d al so
be used for policy purposes by national Governnments. The hunan devel opnent

i ndex and the human freedom i ndex devel oped by the United Nati ons Devel opnent
Programe (UNDP) could be useful in that respect, and the Conmittee on
Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights might study the possibility of using them
to neasure inplenmentation.

36. It was al so necessary to ascertain whether a given State had taken
positive steps to achieve the full realization of econonic, social and
cultural rights, and, if not, what further steps were needed. |In any case,

since inplenentation was concerned with State accountability, the inportance
of good governance, denocracy and devel opnent could not be overl ooked.
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37. The Conmi ssion had noted the steps taken by the Cormittee for the
drafting of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights granting the right of individuals or groups to
submi t communi cati ons concerni ng non-conpliance with the Covenant

(resolution 1995/15, para. 6). The Committee had since continued its

consi deration of a draft optional protocol and, at its thirteenth session, had
decided to devote a "day of general discussion” to the topic with a viewto
finalizing that work.

38. At the Commission's fifty-first session, his delegation had raised a
nunber of questions about a possible optional protocol which should be taken
up during the "day of general discussion". They concerned the need to devel op
i ndi cators before drafting an optional protocol, whether governnent policies
in the socio-economc field could be narrowed down to individual rights to be
judged on their merits, and whether it was possible to establish a causal |ink
bet ween an all eged violation and action or failure to act on the part of a
CGovernment. One solution that had been suggested was to focus on a core of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights, which would constitute a floor bel ow

whi ch conditions should not be permitted to drop. Even then, however, it
woul d not be easy to identify the precise judiciable elenents, and it would
seem even nore difficult to pronounce a judicial verdict.

39. An issue which nmerited further considerati on was whet her violations of
economnic, social and cultural rights could be effectively dealt wi th through
exi sting national and international conplaints procedures in the real m of
non-di scrimnation, since it often happened that, when access to food, health,
housi ng or education was deni ed, conplaints essentially concerned all eged acts
of discrimnation. In such cases, the classic right to non-discrimnation, as
set forth in article 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Rights, also applied to econonic, social and cultural rights.

40. M. GONZALEZ MARCHANTE (Cuba) said that very little had been done to

i mpl enent econom ¢, social and cultural rights or the right to devel opment and
partial and restrictive interpretations giving greater inportance to civil and
political rights were still being heard, though United Nations statistics
showed a serious fall in the main econonic indicators and in living conditions
in the devel opi ng countri es.

41. Lack of market access, shortage of capital, growi ng protectionism
unequal exchange rates, dunping, debt-servicing, high interest rates, the

i nverse transfer of funds, | ow comodity prices, |ack of access to advanced
technol ogy and information, and coercive econoni c neasures were only part of
the string of disadvantages which the industrialized countries had inposed in
their relations with the developing world. O particular inportance was the
external debt of the devel oping countries, which continued to grow.
Structural adjustnent policies and unjust conditionalities inposed by the
Bretton Wods institutions had led to drastic reductions in budgets for
sectors such as health and education, denonstrating the utter failure of the
neo-1li beral recipe.

42. The Hi gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts should thus nake every effort to
find ways of elinminating the harnful effects of structural adjustment policies
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on all human rights, and in particular on econonic, social and cultura
rights. A draft resolution on the external debt problemwould be subnmitted to
t he Conmi ssi on.

43. H s del egati on had participated actively in the work of the Wrking G oup
on the Right to Devel opnent. That work should be continued with a viewto

el aborating successful strategies for the effective inplenentation of the

right to developnment. Al so, a specific branch dealing with the subject should
be established within the Centre for Human Rights, together with a specific
subpr ogr anme.

44, M. CONROY (Australia) said that, since only universal ratification of
human rights instrunents could ensure full respect for human rights, his

del egation agreed with previous speakers that reservations to those
instruments could seriously underm ne their value and should be kept to a

M ni num

45, The mounting workl oad and grow ng backlog of the treaty bodies, the

i ncreasi ng burden on States of reporting requirenments and the |ack of
resources for the Centre for Human R ghts was threatening the effectiveness of
the human rights treaty system Overlapping provisions of the treaties

t henmsel ves often led to duplication in reporting requirenments and coul d even
give rise to conflicting human rights jurisprudence

46. H s del egati on thus endorsed the proposals to overhaul the human rights
treaty systemcontained in the interimreport of the independent expert

(A CONF/ 157/ PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1) and urged all States parties to the Convention
agai nst Torture and the International Convention on the Elimnation of A
Fornms of Racial Discrimination to nmake the necessary declarations in support
of the amendnments to those treaties, under which the corresponding treaty
bodi es woul d be funded by the United Nations regul ar budget.

47. He wel coned the plan, contained in the Secretary-Ceneral's report
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 77) to develop an information retrieval and database system for
the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, which could serve as a nodel for
other human rights treaty bodi es and stressed the urgent need for an
internationally accessible electronic database for all treaty bodies and for
all documents of the Centre for Human Ri ghts.

48. For its part the Conm ssion nust respond to the challenge of inproving
the effectiveness of the United Nations treaty body system by according it the
proper priority.

49, M. THI NLEY (Bhutan) said that the extent to which any society val ued and
achi eved respect for human rights woul d depend on the degree to which it was
freed fromthe effort of neeting basic needs. G ow ng poverty and deprivation
in many parts of the world remai ned serious obstacles to the right to

devel opnent and the wi de gap between the poor and the rich countries continued
to call into question the noral and material conmtnent to devel opment of the
international conmmunity. The great majority of the industrialized countries
had failed to nmeet the ODA target of 0.7 per cent of their gross nationa
product (GNP)
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50. It was heartening, therefore, to note that the Governnent of Denmark had
pl edged to continue to devote 1 per cent of the country's GNP to ODA and that
t he Government of the Netherlands was pronoting sustai nabl e devel opnent in
cooperating countries on the basis of equal partnership and nutuality of
benefits.

51. The essence of the right to devel opnent was the right of individuals and
groups to participate in defining and attai ning devel opnment goals. In his own
country, people at the grass-roots |level were exercising greater power in

deci si on- maki ng than government officials and | eaders, the tradition of

partici patory devel opnent was beconi ng deeply entrenched, and the right was
bei ng exercised with an adnirable sense of responsibility and productivity.

52. H s del egati on endorsed the reconmendati on of the Wrking G oup on the

Ri ght to Devel opnent that an intergovernnmental group of experts be established
to devel op the conceptual aspects of devel opnent and el aborate a gl oba
strategy for the pronmotion of the full realization of the right to

devel opnent. It also welconed the efforts of the H gh Commi ssioner for Human
Rights to pronote and protect the right to devel opnent and particularly his
plan to establish a new branch of the Centre for Human Rights to dea
specifically with that right. It hoped that the new unit woul d not be starved
of funds.

53. M. HASSAINE (Al geria) said that the consensus on the right to

devel opnent reached at the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts had been
under m ned by approaches which insisted on a di chotony between indivi dua
rights and collective rights, to the detrinment of the latter. Fortunately,
t he consensus had been recently reaffirmed at a nunber of world conferences
and the concept of the indivisibility, interdependence and universality of
human rights, including the right to devel opnent, was once agai n ascendant.

54. VWiile States were responsi ble for devel opnment at the national |evel, it
was i ncunbent on the international comunity to take nore gl obal measures. It
was vital, for instance, to lighten the debt burden of the devel oping
countries, which was one of the main inpedinents to their econom c progress.
Devel opi ng countries were at a disadvantage in the world narket: conpetition
forced themto sell their products at cut-rate prices and to keep production
costs as |low as possible. Ways nust thus be found to protect themfromthe
vagaries of the market. International cooperation and solidarity nust also
take into consideration the human and soci al aspects of devel opnent.

55. The absence of objective assessnment standards was a serious obstacle to
eval uating progress in realizing the right to devel opnment. Hi s del egation

t hus endorsed the idea of establishing a group of experts to elaborate a
strategy for the realization of that right. It was also in favour of the
subm ssion by States of voluntary periodic reports on their efforts. It

wel coned the General Assenbly resolution on the right to devel opment, whereby
a new branch of the Centre for Human Rights would be entrusted with ensuring
the inplenentation of that right.

56. M. LEGAULT (Canada) said that devel opment strategi es had been too
narrow y focused on economic growh, |eaving many segnents of society out of
t he devel opment process. The Declaration on the Right to Devel oprnent
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recogni zed that the human person nust be the central subject and beneficiary
of devel opnent and that econonic, social and cultural rights could not be
fully realized without respect for civil and political rights. Equal access
to resources could be achieved only where there was equal participation in
deci si on-nmaking; that in turn could be attained only where there was access to
the informati on needed to participate in the public debate.

57. The right to devel opnent coul d be exercised both individually and
collectively. States had the ultimate responsibility for the inplenmentation
of the right, through the establishnent and inplenmentati on of sound econonic
and social policies and by guaranteei ng honest government, financial probity,
accountability and transparency.

58. While, in the past, the right to devel opnent had been the subject of
acri nmoni ous debate between the devel oped and the devel oping world, the

i nternational community had been slowy noving towards a consensus on that

i ssue. A new vision of devel opnent as people-centred had enmerged fromthe
recent series of world conferences. At |last year's session of the

Ceneral Assenbly, his del egati on had been one of the sponsors of a bal anced
resol ution on the right to devel opnent and it hoped that a similar consensus
woul d ermerge at the current session of the Conm ssion

59. The concl usi ons and recommendati ons contained in the final report of the
Working Goup on the Right to Devel opnent (E/ CN. 4/1996/24) nerited carefu
consi deration. H s delegation agreed with the Wrking Goup on the need for a
supportive international environnent to inplenment the right to devel opnent.
The Group had identified external debt, difficulty of access to the world
trading system and |ack of coherence of macroecononic policies as obstacles
to the inplenentation of that right.

60. In fact, the nenbers of the G7 Summit neeting in June 1995, had urged
the multilateral institutions to help the poorest countries becone integrated
into the world tradi ng systemand had agreed to pursue appropriate

macr oecononi ¢ and structural policies to maintain the nmonentum of growth,
whi | e recogni zing the special role of the Bretton Wods institutions in
pronoti ng nacroeconomc stability.

61. Under the restructuring proposed by the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, the newy created branch of the Centre for Hunan Rights dealing with
the right to devel opnment woul d be able to provide policy advice on the right
to devel opnent to other parts of the Centre and nake them nore aware of how
they were contributing to the inplenentation of the right to devel opnent.

62. Hurmman rights bodies nust work in tandemwi th United Nations agencies and
programes directly involved in devel opment. He welconmed the efforts of the
Hi gh Conmi ssioner to encourage international financial institutions and

devel opnent agencies, to take account of the human rights di nensions of their
work. Any efforts by the human rights bodies with regard to the right to
devel opnent nust conpl enent rather than duplicate the work of others.

63. The key to inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnment
was cl ose coordination between the Centre for Human Ri ghts and ot her
devel opnent-rel ated parts of the United Nations system The Admi nistrative
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Conmittee on Coordination (ACC) was planning to assess the human rights

i mplications of the policies and strategies of all agencies, and the results
of that evaluation would play an inportant role in pronoting the right to
devel opnent .

64. The new policy framework set out in the Agenda for Devel opnent mnust give
appropriate enphasis to denocracy, human rights, the integration of social and
econom ¢ devel oprent, and public participation

65. M. WDODO (Indonesia) said that it was a matter of concern that, despite
the solemm reaffirmation by the international community of the right to

devel opnent as a universal and inalienable right and as an integral part of
fundarmental human rights, very little progress had been nmade in inplenmenting
that and other economic, social and cultural rights. Certain countries had
been reluctant to recogni ze the right to devel opnment out of fear that civi

and political rights woul d be overshadowed in what they perceived as a

zer 0- sum gane.

66. Nevert hel ess, the international conmunity was finally conmng to see that
problens related to the realization of the right to devel oprment, including
poverty, unenpl oyrment and social disintegration, could be solved only through
gl obal cooperation. The recent series of world conferences on hunan rights

i ssues had affirned that, while devel oping countries were responsible for
their own devel opnent, the devel oped countries al so needed to nake an active
contri bution.

67. It was never too late for the Conmission to pay nore attention to the
realization of the right to devel opnment. He welconed the report of the
Wirking Goup on the Right to Devel opnent and endorsed, in particular, its
recomendati on that an intergovernnental group of experts should be
established and entrusted with the task of elaborating a gl obal strategy for
the full realization of the right. It was inperative for the Commission to
take a new action-oriented approach to that issue, |eaving behind its
traditionally sterile and unproductive rhetoric.

68. He wi shed to commend the Hi gh Conmissioner for Human Rights on his
tireless efforts to promote the right to devel opnent and wel coned his deci sion
to create a new branch of the Centre for Human Ri ghts whi ch woul d have speci al
responsibility for ensuring respect for the right to developnent. The Centre
woul d need to be further strengthened in order to fulfil its new mandate.

69. Nati onal and international NGOs should take the lead in three inportant
areas: nobilization of public support; debate on the issues; and
i npl enentation of the right to devel opnent.

70. As a devel opi ng country, |ndonesia was convinced that peace and stability
were at once prerequisites for devel opment and coul d not be sustained w thout
devel opnent .

71. M. AL-TIKRITI (Observer for Iraq) said that the right to devel opnent was
a conprehensive right, enconpassing the entire range of human rights. |t had,
therefore, political, economic and noral inplications. The Declaration on the
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Ri ght to Devel opnent gave effect to Article 55 of the Charter, which
enphasi zed the right of States, peoples and individuals to social devel opnent
and progress.

72. At the international |level, there were a nunber of obstacles to the
realization of the right to devel opment: wunfair and unequal economnic

rel ati ons between devel opi ng and devel oped countries, the deterioration in the
terns of trade, the absence of respect for the right to self-determnation,
interference in the internal affairs of the devel opi ng countries, inadequate
transfer of technol ogy, the debt burden and heavy arns expenditures.

73. At the national |evel, the inpact of econom c sanctions was a mngjor

i rpedi ment to the devel oprment process in devel oping countries. Those
countries were not in a position to fight agai nst such sanctions, which not
only paral ysed progress but underm ned the gains already nade. The Wrking

G oup on the Right to Devel opment shoul d consider the topic. H's own country
had been a major sufferer. The aggression |aunched against Iraq in

January 1991, and the continued inposition of econom c sanctions, had resulted
in irreparable physical and psychol ogi cal damage. |n that connection, he
recal l ed that one representative of the United States had said that it was
prepared to destroy the entire devel opnment process in Iraq, while another had,
nore recently, said that neither history, culture, econonic circunstances nor
sovereign prerogative could be used as grounds to excuse or permt the theft
of human dignity. There was a manifest inconsistency there.

74. The international community was fully aware that econonic sanctions were
causi ng severe suffering in the target countries. In his Agenda for Peace,
the Secretary-General had nmade it clear that the purpose of sanctions was not
to punish or take revenge on the party concerned. The Secretary-General had
al so raised the issue of whether the suffering of vul nerable groups they

i nvol ved was a legitimate neans of exerting pressure on a State. Such
sanctions were, noreover, inconpatible with the stated United Nations

obj ective of inplenmenting the devel opment process.

75. The issue of sanctions and their harnful consequences for devel opment and
human rights had al so been rai sed by the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities. The Beijing Programe of Action
provided for the taking of neasures, consistent with international law, to
ease the negative effects of econom c sanctions on wonmen and children

76. M. DEGUENE KA (Observer for Senegal) said that the dichotony between
civil and econom c rights and between individual and collective rights was
nore an ideol ogical than a substantive difference. The aimof the right to
devel opnent was the inprovenent of the standard of living of every human
being. It was exercised at both the national and international |evels.

77. It was at the international level that the right to devel opnent call ed
for maj or changes because its basic underlying notion was a heavy enphasis on
international solidarity and partnership and thus required the establishment
of a system based on an internal and international social order such that the
rights and freedonms of each individual could be fully effective. Al the
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negoti ati ons upon which the fate of the devel opi ng countri es depended shoul d
be placed in that context. In inplenenting their economc policy, all States
shoul d avoid causing harmto other States and their peoples.

78. H s del egati on wel coned the results achieved by the Wirking G oup on the
| mpl enentation of the Right to Devel opnent and thought that the Commi ssion
shoul d extend its mandate.

79. M. MCHUMO (Cbserver for the United Republic of Tanzania) said that the
realization of the right to devel opment internationally could be achieved only
t hrough international cooperation based on a partnership and a shared

nmutual ity of interest between devel oped and devel opi ng countries, on the
under st andi ng that the devel opnment of devel opi ng countries was in the
long-terminterest of the devel oped countries as well and that the devel opi ng
countries thensel ves assuned primary responsibility for their own devel opnent.

80. Wil e there could be no single nodel for devel opnent applicable to al
countries, his Government felt that the State had a crucial role to play in
providing the regulatory franework for econonic agents while also
initiating, stinulating and directing economni c devel oprent.

81. The devel oped countries should establish a new and nore equitable

i nternational econom c order, assist the developing countries to obtain true
value for their |abour and address the foreign debt problem of the devel opi ng
countries as a matter of urgency. |In that connection, it was inperative that
t hose countries shoul d honour their past conmitnments. The NGOs in the

devel oped countries were to be conended for their efforts on behalf of the
devel opi ng countries, based on a sense of shared humanity.

82. H s del egati on supported the draft resolution on the right to devel opnent
and the Working G oup's recommendati on that the Conmi ssion should set targets
for the inplementation of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent.

83. Ms. WLSON (Observer for New Zeal and) said that she wished to draw
attention to the strains under which the treaty body system was operati ng.
States, such as her own, which had ratified all six of the core instruments
faced substantial reporting burdens and reports to different treaty bodies
often duplicated each other in inportant areas. Needless to say, the
reporting burden fell particularly heavily on snaller and devel opi ng
countri es.

84. Wi | e her del egati on supported the reforminitiatives currently under way
to reinvigorate the human rights treaty system it also believed it essential
to the integrity of the systemthat States should nmeet their reporting and

ot her obligations under the various instruments. Overdue reports or excessive
backl ogs undermi ned the system by creating substantial delays in consideration
of States' fulfilnment of treaty obligations. It was also crucially inportant

t hat adequate resources should be dedicated to the treaty system including to
the bodi es thensel ves and to the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts.

85. In that connection, her delegation fully supported the reforms proposed
by the independent expert in his study on possible |ong-term approaches to
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enhanci ng the effective operation of the treaty system
(A CONF. 157/ PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1) and commended themto the Commi ssion

86. M. TANDAR (Cbserver for Afghanistan) said that his del egati on was
concer ned about |and-mi nes, which constituted a maj or obstacle to devel opnent
since they killed or mainmed millions of innocent people worldw de, decinated
livestock and rendered fertile agricultural |ands inaccessible, thus inmpairing
physical integrity and seriously violating the right to security. Apart from
the casualties and damage the nines caused, operations to clear mnefields
were very expensive and wasted noney that could be nore profitably enpl oyed.

87. G ven the devastation caused by those weapons, world public opinion had
been nobilized and some, but not all, States had decided to stop nanufacturing
them while others had i nposed noratoriuns on their manufacture or on their
sale. It was urgently necessary to inpose an absol ute ban on the manufacture,
storage, sale and use of anti-personnel |and-mines and to destroy all existing
stocks as well as to intensify mine-clearance operations in the countries
seriously affected by the presence of such m nes.

88. M. DENGO (nserver for Costa Rica) said that the gl obalization of the
wor | d econony had wi dened the gap between devel oped and devel opi ng countries
and had reduced the prospects of the inhabitants of devel oping countries
securing equitable access to sources of wealth. Fortunately, the right to
devel opnent had been recogni zed as a universal and inalienable human right,
closely interrelated with peace and denocracy, and it had al so been concl uded
t hat devel opnent should be carried out in a sustai nable way.

89. H s Governnent was thus inplenenting a sustainabl e devel opnent policy at
the national and subregional levels. However, if the right to devel opnent
were to be inplenented globally, then international cooperation and solidarity
were vitally needed, in the formof a nmultilateral approach to shaping the
wor |l d's econony that guaranteed equal participation by all States and invol ved
also the international financial institutions. He appealed to the devel oped
countries to collaborate with the devel oping countries in neeting that new
chal | enge and creating a better and nore equitable world.

90. H s del egati on commended the Wrking Goup on the Right to Devel opnent on
its activities and stressed the inportance it attached to the work of the

H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, including his decision to establish, as
part of the restructuring process of the Centre, a new unit for the pronotion
and protection of the right to devel opnent.

91. M. CUNHA ALVES (Cbserver for Portugal) said that the Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts had stressed the need for an optional protocol to the

I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to establish a
nmechani sm for nonitoring States' conpliance with their obligations in that
area. Such a nmechani sm shoul d provide for individual conplaints concerning

vi ol ati ons of human rights recogni zed by the Covenant.

92. The Conmittee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights had a fundanental
role to play in pronoting awareness of the provisions of the Covenant. It had
carried out in-depth studies of the rights recognized by that instrunent and
was endeavouring to inprove its nethods of work.
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93. Mich had still to be done on the subject of extrene poverty, which was
not only the result of the non-enjoynent of economic, social and cultura
rights but also closely linked to the exercise of civil and political rights.
Measures woul d have to be adopted to overcone the obstacles that prevented
worren from fully enjoying their econom c, social and cultural rights. The
forthcom ng Habitat Il Conference would provide the opportunity to reaffirm
the right to adequate housing as a human right.

94. The Bretton Wods institutions, which were directly responsible for

desi gni ng, pronoting and nonitoring structural adjustment programmes, nust
take account of the inmpact of their programmes on human rights. There should
thus be increased participation of representatives of such institutions in the
del i berations of human rights bodies including the Comrittee on Economic,
Soci al and Cultural Rights.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




