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MeHBIIMHCTB B Pecny6nmnke AnbGaHud" M ofpamiaioch K BaM ¢ mpoch60F pacnpoCTpaHHTh €ro
cpeny uneHoB KOMMCCHHM MO mpaBaM dYelnoBeKa M CnelMalbHbIX HOKIAAYHKOB KOMHCCHH MO BCEM
TeMaM.

(Ilommuck) IO-p Brnagumup IlaBHueBMY
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ANNEX

en tne s1atus of tne memoers of Yugoslav natonai minorities
In the Repoublic of Albania

|

The Fegerai Reguolic of Yugoslavia considers that respec: for the aghts of national
minonities living in the Balkan countries is the crucial factor of confidence and the process of
establishing gooaneighbourly reiations, peace and stability in the region. This position, reiterated
by the highest representatives of tne FR of Yugoslavia on many occasions, has particular weight
in the Baikans, plagued with many legacies of its burdensome past.

The FR of Yugosiavia is guided with the same principles in 1ts approach both to the rignts
of parts of its pecples living in the ternitories of neignoour countries anag the rignts of parts of
neignbouring pecoies living 1n the Yugosiav terntory. Proceeding from tnis approach, the FR of
Yugosiavia disclays legitimate interest in the Yugosiav naticnal minorities living in "‘neighbour
countries and recognizes the same rignt to neignbour countries whose natonal minornities live In
Yugosiavia. v
Convincec that these rights delcng among the fcundation stones of our civilizaton, the FR
cof Yugosiavia wishes to draw amention to the sxistence of Yugoslav mincrities in the Republic of
Albania and the vioiation of their basic human nghts and the ngihts to the preservation of their
natonai ang cultural 1dentity.

i

1. 45 0CO Sercs. Montenegrins and Goranc: live in the Reoublic of Albania as members of
Yugaoslav national minorities.

There are about 20 0CO Serbs ang Montenegrins (Vracani and Podgoricani), about 1 500
of tnem Orthodox Christians, the others Muslims. The majerity of Serbs and Monteregrins live
around Shkeder where their "Rozafa-Moraca™ Aasscciation has 12 000 members.

Goranci who practice islam are Siavs and Orthodox Christians Dy onigin, speak Serbian, and
maintain certain Orthodox traditions. They inhabit the regions around Kukes and other regions in
Albania to which they have been forcibly re-sertled during the entire post-war period in order to be
more easily assimilated. They number 25 0CO people, born out aiso by the representatives of their
association "Zelena Gora” ("Green Forest").

In practice. Albania does not recognize the existence of Yugosiav national minorities. The
1888 Albanian census officially "estabiished” that ONE HUNDRED Serbs and Montenegrins lived
in Albania. which is a "staustical genocide” of sorts tesufying 1o the policy aimed at drastucaily
reducing tne number of members of Yugoslav national minorities in Albania.

Albamia’s double standard policy towards the minority question is evinced by its artempt
to internationalize the question of tne status of the Albanian minority in the FR of Yugoslavia and
its continued encouragement of separatism in the Yugoslav Autonomous Province of Kosovo and
Metohija. while it continues to deny the existence of Yugoslav national minorities in Albania and
of their basic human rights and fundamental freedoms. ‘

2. The members of Yugasiav national minorities in Albania are denied the possibility to use
their mother tongue in education, culture, information, publishing activites and in proceedings
before State organs. There are no elementary and secondary schools in Albania with Serbian as
the language of tuition in which Yugoslav minorities’ children wouid be taught the history, culture,
customs, traditions and life of their mother nation. On 10 February 1891, the Association of Serbs
and Montenegrins "Suzivot i Sloga™ ("Co-existence and Harmony") submitted a request to the
Albanian Ministry of Education for a Serbian schocl at Vraka, but received no official reply.” The
request was justified also in view of the fact that the Serbian popuiation in the Albanian territory
had had one of the oidest schools in the Balkans estabiished in Shkoder in 1828, much before the
Albanian State itself was established in 1912, and closed down by the Albanian authorities in
1933. :

There are no publications, newspapers or television programmes in Serbian in Albania.
There is no library with books and publications from Yugoslavia. Serbian is not in official use in any
‘of the municipalities in which members of the Yugoslav national minorities live.
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“he oniv exceonon is tne i 3-minute orcpaganca orcgramme Sroaccast in Sercian twice 3
Gav ov Raaqio-Tirana for foreign steners. The same orogramme s broaccast aiso in otner tanguages
‘Engusn. Frencn. Italian. Greek. Turkish. 2t2.) ang :s not :ntenced to inform Yugosiav nauonal
munornites in Albania.

3. Ever since 1845, the Yugoslav nauonal minontes nave been the target of conunued
assimiiauon, denauonalizauon ang resertlement ang ceoprived of the possibiiity o freeiv 2xpress
their nauenal. ethnic and culitural igentty.

Althougn no discniminatory law frem the ume of Enver Hoxha ® is now in force, the previous
oracuce of puTtiNg systematic pressure on minority memoers and the denial of tneir legal rights is
Ceing introduced all over again. The process of returning old Serbian family names, previously
replaced dv Albanian ones under duress has ceen stcoped. ravel documents ang !Os are obtained
w~itn great difficuities (their issuance is conditioned by retention of Albaman names), whnile acuve
and grominent members of Yugosiav naticnal minorites. parucularly the Sercs and Montenegnns
in the Shkoder region. are exposed 1o ever more irequent police harassment 'thev are taxen fcr
infermative talks, taried or have thetr cars searcned).

Albania has not abandoned its policv of breaking up the etnnic homogeneity of Yugosiav
naucnal mnenues :n the territcries in which they have lived ‘or centuries. This it dces oy re-
drawing acministrative units of its territory or by forcing peopie o exchange 'arg. In 1222, for
instance, the autnorities established :he communes of Sistavec ang Zapud by accing the Aizanian
viilages of Novoseio, i.e. Belje, ang Nimce, ¢ :ne Goranci villages oreaking in trat wav ne Coranc
ethnic someaciness. Similarly, the “raka region, innacited 5y members of the Yugesiav national
minorities. was attacnea o the newly astacisned district of Veiika Malesija innaoitec axciusively
Ly Albanians. most of them Catholics. The armemptec fcroiie exchange 57 iano 3t '/raka on 3 ancg
8 June 1284 speaks volumes in tnis regarc, aven thcugn it was temporariiy acandorec zfter a
Yugosiav intercessicn with internationai (nsututions anc determined resistance oy the local
poouiatcn.

The memcters of Yugoslav national minorities are organized in three asscclrauons wnose
WGrKk is shacklec with many administrative sroolems. Cne of them is :hat oniy "Rozafa-Mcraca”
is registereg with the central authorities, while the two other. "Suzivor i Sloga" and "Zziena Gera”.
are registered with thie disuict authorities of Shkoder and Vraka. Regional registrauons of thesa
associations are intended at narrowing the purview of tneir ‘work which is further snackied Sv the
conunueg refusal of the authorities to provide tne "Suziveti Sloga” Association aceguate premises
Ethnic discriminaticn in Albania is iilustrated also by the case of the "Sv. Jovan Viagimir® O thodox
Brotherhooc: after much prevarication, the authorities finally promised to register the Brothernood
but only after it threatened to go before tne OSCE representatives in Albania and ask ‘cr the
protecucn of their rights.

Ail these facts provide ampie evidencs of the viciation of Albania’s own consttuticnal anc
legal systems, internatonal law ang the commitments Albania has undertaken with respecs: 0 the
protectcn of minorities.

<. The position of the Yugoslav nationa minorities is difficuit and does no ensure nem the

condituons in which the majority Albanian poculation lives. Despite its legal ooligaucns ang
commitments to treat all its ciuzens equally, Albania is seriously discriminaung against the Yugaoslav
national minorities, wnose members are dismussed from ail Government institutions (the mititary and
police in parucular) and have no access o0 ranking managerial posts in the eCONOMY of 1O positicns
of power 2ven in local government in the regicns in whicn they are the majority population.

The Yugoslav national minorities do not 2njoy even those nghts otherwise granted tc cther
nationai mincrives. So, for instance. despite occasional attempts to restrict its rights as weil. the
Greek national minority enjoys much broader rights ana is much more adequatelv representad in
the administration, legislature and the judiciary, while the local government in the regions in which
it is the majority population is in its hands. The difference in the level of rights enjoyed by the
Creex anc the Yugosiav nauonal minorities is very evident in the field of educaton: the Greek
natonal munority has its own elementary and secondary schools in the Greek language in a3 numper
of districts and the Pedagogical Academy in Gjirokastro, preparing students to teacn in this
language.

‘ €. Serbian churches and cemeteries are being desiroyed or turned into estadiishments ‘or
other purcoses. In 1364, the Church of St. Aleksandar Nevski in Shkoder was demplished anc an
officers’ cluohouse was buiit on its site, while mcst of the church books and other religious items
were moved 10 tne nearby Catholic Franciscan church ang their fate has remained unknown until
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-ne present aav. The Churcn of St. Archangel Mihaiio in Shkoger was demoiisneg :n 1867 ana a
chiidren’s hospitai was butlt in its stead. The Churcn of the Hoiy Trinity in Vraka was transformed
into a Community Centre in 1968 and served that function unul 1991. The roof, wooawork ang
other usaole parts of the church have been taken away, SO that oniy ruinous stone walls remain
toaay. .

This deliberate vandalism is designed t0 ceorive the Yugosiav national minorities of the last
vestiges of their soirituality and culture.

Verv much of the same design is the destruction of other cuitural and historical monuments
ang graveyards. The tombs of the old Serbian kings of Zeta were destroyed to erase the traces of
the existence of the Serbian medieval State in these lands, just as was the old Serbian military
cemetery in Shkoder, with graves of Serbian ang Montenegrin soldiers from the Balkan ‘Wars ana
World ‘War One. The same fate befell the oid Orthodox cemetery in Shkoder which had had the

cyrilic inscniotion "Serbian Orthodox Cemetery - 1300° on its antrance gate.

6. Proceeding from its legitimate interest in the status of the Yugosiav natuonal minorities,
the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugostavia submitted a Pro Memoria to he Aibanian
side :n 1990. drawing its attention to their difficuit situation. In May 1991 the Yugoslav sice
propcsed to the Albanian ,,nde in a Note Verbale to discuss a whole range of questions relating <0
the immigration and reguiation of the property, legat and other problems of the memuoers af
Yugosiav national mincrities in Albania. No resly has ever been received to this Note, wniie the Pre
Memoria was assessed as "immaterial”, in clatant disregard for dialogue and the lack of rzaciness
to take any action 0 improve the siatus of the Yugesiav national minorities in Albama ana rescect
of their nights.

il

These vioiations of the basic human rignts and fundamental freedoms of the Yugoslav
national minorities in Albania are carried out in flagrant disregard for basic documents of ine Unitec
Nations. OSCE and :he Councit of Europe and the democratic changes that did take piace in the
poiitical and sccial life of Albania have brougnt no improvement in the status of nauonar minorities
in Albania.

Proceecing from these facts, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia feels guty-bound 0 cail
on the international community to assist and support it in ensuring the basic human rignts and
fundamental freedoms to members of the Yugoslav national minorities in Albania.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expects the competent institutions of the United
Nations, OSCE and the Council of Europe to
remind the Albanian Government of its international commitments in this field and o request from
it 10 ensure and guarantee the protection of basic human rights and fundamental freecoms of the
members of Yugosiav national minorities proviced for by internatonal instruments.

The Federai Republic of Yugosiavia expects the Republic of Albania to guarantee the
memcters of Yugosiav national minorities their s1atus and the exercise of their rignts. in accorcance
" with international standards in this field, so as to enabie them to preserve their nauonat ana cultural

identity. '

The Federal Republic of Yugosiavia is prepared to cooperate with the Republic of Albania
in the realization of these goals and - contrioute in this way to confidence-buiiding anc the
develooment of closer cooperation between ne two countries. Treating this problem with full
responsitility and good will, the Federal Republic of Yugosiavia expects that the Republic of Albania
will take the same approach.

1. Decree on the Prohibition of Religion (1267)
- 2. Decree on the Change of Personal Names {1875}

3. Decree on the Change of Geographical Names with Religious Content {1273]
4. Decree on the Change of Topographic Names (1868



