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Annex

A. INTRODUCTION

The Commission on Human Rights, at its Fifty-first Session, adopted without a vote,
Resolution 199577 entitled "Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar"(Document E/CN.4/1995/L.101).
In addition, Special Rapporteur Professor Yozo Yokota also submitted to the 52nd Session of the
Commission on Human Rights his report on the situation of human rights in Myanmar contained in
Document E/CN-4/1996/63 dated § February 1996.

The Resolution as well as Professor Yokota's report, inter alia, contained elements and
provisions relating to the following questions:-

- The National Convention
- The role of the Tatmadaw (Armed Forces)
- The process of transition to democracy
- The judicial system
- Situation of human rights in general in Myanmar
- Economic development
- Release of detainees
- Repatriation of returnees from Bangladesh
- Cooperation with the United Nations and the Commussion on Human Rights

Continued successes have been achieved in national reconsolidation during the period of the
past vear and much progress has been achieved in the Union of Myanmar in the political, economic and
social fields. These developments, together with the observations and comments on the report of the
Special Rapporteur, are furnished below for the ready reference of delegations of member states of the
Commission on Human Rights and Observer delegations in order to enable them to better appreciate
the ongoing progress taking place in the Union of Myanmar.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar has been working within the framework of the
following objectives towards achieving a peaceful, prosperous and developed nation:

Political Objectives

- Stability of the State, community peace and tranquillity, and prevalence of law and order
- National reconsolidation

- Emergence of a new and enduring State Constitution

- Building of a new modern developed nation in accord with the New State Constitution



Economic Objectives

- Development of agriculture as the dase and all-round development of other sectors
of the economy as well

- Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system

- Development of the economy, inviting participation in terms of technical know-how
and investments from sources inside the country and abroad

- The initiative to shape the national economy must de kept in the hands of the State

and the national peopies
Social Objecuves

- Uplift the moral and moraiity of the entire nation

- Uplift national prestige and integrity and preservation and safeguarding
of the cultural heritage and national character

- Uplift the dynamism of the patriotic spirt

- Uplift the heaith, fitness and education standards of the entire nauon

In the regional context. Myanmar, through its activities in the past vear, has contributed its
share to the peace. prospenity and stability of the region. With the aim of increased active involvement
of Mvanmar in regional affairs, the Instrument of Accession of the Union of Myanmar to the Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia was deposited with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Brunei Darussalam and Chairman of the 28th ASEAN standing commuttee. by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Mvanmar. during the 28th ASEAN Vinisterial Meeting, held in Brunei Darussalam from 20
to 30 July last vear. The Accession to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia is the

first concrete step taken by the Government towards later entry into ASEAN

A Mvanmar Delegation led by the Chairman of the State Law and Order Restoration Council
and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Than Shwe attended the Meeting of
Heads of Government of ASEAN nations and the Heads of Government of Cambodia, Laos and
Myanmar, held in Bangkok in December last year. The meeting was attended by all the Heads of
Government of the ten Southeast Asian nations and thus constituted a meeting of great significance.

The leader of the Myanmar Delegation also signed the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free

Zone Treaty at the meeting.



B. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION

Since the assumption of State responsibilities, the State Law and Order Restoration Councll,
in keeping with its declared commitment, has taken concrete and systematic steps to build a genuine
multi-party democratic state in accordance with the aspirations of the people of Myanmar. In this
process, a strong and enduring State Consutution is an essential prerequisite; at the same time it is also
the axpressed wish of the majority of the political parties.

It is in fulfiiment of this requirement, and in response to the aspirations of the people of
Myanmar, that the National Convention has been convened. Six months prior to the commencement
of the first session of the Convention, the Steering Commirtee met with the representatives of the
existing political parties. including the National League for Democracy (NLD). From the suggestions
and proposals. which were given in a free and open manner by the participants, the types of delegates
who were to be invited to the National Convention were agreed upon as follows -

(1) Representatives from political parties

(2) Representatives elect

(3) Representatives of national racial groups

(4 Representatives of peasants

(3)  Representatives of workers

(6)  Representatives of intelligentsia and technocrats
(7)  Representatives of State Service Personnel

(8) Other invited personages

Selection of Representatives from Political Parties

The representatives of the political parties were nominated by their own parties, according to
the rules and procedures of the respective parties.

Selection of Representatives of National Races, Peasants and Workers

In nominating delegates to represent the national races, peasants, and workers, Selection
Committees comprising 15 members each for the State/Division, District and Township levels were
formed. Each Committee was chaired by a General Administrative Officer, while personnel from
Administrative Departments who possess detailed knowledge of national racial groups, peasants and
workers, together with local personages who have earned respect and trust of the populace, made up

the members.
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Selection of Representatives of Intelligentsia and Technocrats

The Selection Committees comprised of senior administrative officials, academicians, and
intellectuals nominated delegates to represent the intelligentsia and technocrats.

Selection of Representatives of the State Service Personnel

Selection Bodies were formed at the various Government Ministries and Departments in order
to nominate delegates to represent the State Service (Government Service) Personnel.

Selection of Other Invited Personages

Persons well-known for their political. econormuc, social and administrative experiences. as well
as representatives from armed groups who had returned to the legal fold and joined the Government
and the people in the development of their respective regions were selected for this group of delegates

Working Procedures

The National Convention Convening Commission drew up the working procedures which were
then published accordingly. The objective and nature of the working procedures is to facilitate the
delegates in holding discussions svstematically and freely Therein are prescribed methods to be

followed. such as:-

- \Members of each group can freely elect five members of the
Panel of Chairmen to lead and supervise the deliberations of the group
- The Panel of Chairmen and members of each group are at liberty
to schedule and hold discussions freely until matters are resolved,
without any limitation of time.
- Each group is at liberty to freely write and present the proposal paper
of their group.

The National Convention is a truly representative body, comprising of nearly 700
representatives from the whole spectrum of the social strata of the people of Myanmar. The delegate
groups enjoy ample opportunity to put forth their opinions openly, and the discussions held so far have
shown that all the groups were able to present and record their views freely.



Through the process of free and open deliberation and mutuai accommodation, the following
have been achieved at the National Convention up to the time of the resumed session which started on

28 November last vear.

- 15 Chapters for inclusion within the State Constitution have been laid down.
- Agreement has been reached on the 104 Fundamental Principles which will
form the basis for drafting of the new State Constitution.
- Detailed basic principles on three chapter headings - the State.
the State Structure, and the Head of State - have been agreed upon.

At the present session of the National Convention, tfoilowing intensive deliberations. the
delegate groups have submitted their respective proposal papers on the chapter headings “The
Legislature”, “The Executive”, and "The Judiciary” to the Panel of Chairmen, who in tumn has

presented its compilation of extracts from the proposal papers to the Plenary Session.

The delegates will be discussing further, the detailed basic principles for each of the remaining
Chapter Headings one after another. Chapter Headings remaining to be discussed are:- the Tatmadaw;
Citizens and Their Fundamental Rights and Responsibilities. Elections; Political Parties; Emergency
Provisions: Constitutional Amendments; State Flag, State Emblem, National Anthem and Capital.
Transitory Provisions; and General Provisions Necessary documents pertaining to each of the Chapter
Headings are always made available to the delegates at the appropriate time. For example, when
"Citizens and Their Fundamental Rights and Responsibilities” are discussed. all relevant domestic and
international laws, norms and standards. including the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, will be taken into consideration

Those delegates from the armed groups who had returned to the legal fold and who have
belonged to the Other Invited Personages Group from the very beginning, are participating fully in the
deliberations at the National Convention. They are not mere observers as mentioned by the Special

Rapporteur in his report.

Actions of the delegates of the National League for Democracy
at the Present Session of the National Convention

Prior to the convening of the National Convention. and during the course of discussions at the
coordination meetings held from 23 June to 10 July 1992 for the Convening of the National
Convention. the leader of the representatives from the NLD spoke at length. expressing support for
inviting delegates belonging to the eight categories. From the beginning of the National Convention,
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the delegates Fom the NLD had been working in unity with the other delegates They participated in
the deliberations of the Convention. expressed their views Teelv, and put up numerous proposal

papers.

Among the proposal papers put up bv the NLD, there were those that showed support for the
fundamental pnnciples. while some suggested additions to other proposals In cases where proposals
couid not be agreed upon. it was mentioned as such and duiy recorded

As in the previous meeungs of the National Convention. the Plenary Session of the present
session held on 28 November 1995 was attended. among others, by 86 deiegates from the NLD On
the previous day. the NLD had sent a lerter to the Chairman of National Convention Convening Work.
Committee that contained criticism regarding the National Convention

On 28 November 1996, the NLD. in another letter to the Chairman of the National Convention
Convening Commussion, intimated that its delegates would no longer continue to attend the National
Convention. the main reason given being that the marter of dialogue wanted by them was not included

in the openung address of the Chairman of the National Convention Convening Commission.

The 86 delegates Fom the NLD failed 10 attend the Plenary Session for two consecutive days
on 29 and 30 November 1995, without obtaining prior permission from the Panel of Chairmen. as
reguired by the National Convention Procedures. Consequently, upon presentation by the Panel or
Chairmen and as provided for in paragraphs 48 and 49 of the National Convention Procedures. the
Work Commirtee revoked the privilege of the 86 delegates who went absent without leave, from being

Nationa! Convention delegates.
The actions of the NLD are to be interpreted as those that aim 10 -

- Cancel the basic principles laid down by the National Convention because

these are not in conformity with the opinion of the NLD
- Reorganise the National Convention with delegates of their own choosing

in order to lay down basic principles to meet with the policies of the NLD
- Lay down new methods and procedures to be followed according to the wishes of the NLD
- Move towards dialogue so as to be able to carry out the motives mentioned above

The moves made by the NLD are aimed at disruption of the National Convention in order t0
replace it with another convention where the NLD will be able to dominate and give priority to the
promotion of the interests of their party instead of considering the interests of the whole nation.
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The National Convention is an essential prerequisite for the building of a democratic society
in Mvanmar. It is being convened so that representatives from all strata of society can express thetr
views and aspirations while obtaining, by consensus, fundamental principles that will serve as the basis
for drawing up a new and enduring democratic State Constitution. It is a political platform open to
representatives of all the people of Myanmar.

The marter of a single political party desiring to hold dialogue with the Government 1s not the
concem of the National Convention. It does not come within the purview of the task concerrung the
convening of the National Convention.

The National Convention Convening Commission is of the view that just because one group
rejects the programmes for building a peaceful and prosperous state and establishing a genuine
multi-party democratic system, there is no reason for it to abandon its national duties.

The National Convention is continuing its work with the participation of the overwhelming

majority of delegates who have honest and sincere aspirations for the interests of the people and the
State. on the basis of the successes achieved thus far.

C. NATIONAL RECONSOLIDATION

The Special Rapporteur has welcomed the return to the legal fold of the different armed groups
who had previously engaged in armed conflict against successive governments, as a positive step

towards peace.

In this regard, the Permanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar would like to elaborate more
on the aims and achievements of the national reconsolidation process and to update further

developments.

From the time that Myanmar regained its national independence, national construction efforts
exerted by successive governments were never realised to the full extent primarily due to disunity
among the national races. The Government and the people of Myanmar firmly believe that urty
among all the citizens is crucial for the maintenance of independence and preservation of sovereignty,
as well as for the development of the nation.
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That national reconsolidation is accorded a high priority in the four main political objectives
of the Government is a measure of the importance accorded to it by the Government. These political
objectives have been mentioned in the Introduction.

Soon after its assumption of the duties of State, the Government, with a view to achieving
national reconsolidation. invited armed groups who have been fighting against successive governments
for decades to return to the legal fold to enable them to participate in regional and national

development projects.

The confidence and trust of these armed grougs in the Government has been demonstrated by
the return to the legal fold of 13 of the 16 armed groups existing in the country. Not only are the
members of these armed groups now participating in regional development projects together with the
people and Government, most of their representatives are also expressing their views and aspirations

at the National Convention.

For the first time since Myanmar regained her independence in 1948, and after decades or
contlict and turmoil, these regions are finally experiencing peace and tranquillity that is theirs by nght
The local populace is also enjoying the rights and privileges as other citizens of the Union, which were
once denied to them by activities of armed groups. They are now enjoving the fruits of development

The Government continues to extend an invitation to the single remaining armed group to
return to the legal fold and participate in the building of a new and prosperous democratic nation

D. THE ROLE OF THE TATMADAW (ARMED FORCES)

The Special Rapporteur in his Report also made reference to the principle concerning the role
of the Tatmadaw in the guidelines being drawn up by the Nationai Conventon.

The Tatmadaw (Myanmar Armed Forces) represents the national defence force born out of our
struggle for independence more than fifty years ago. During this national struggle, the Tatmadaw
fought hand-in-hand together with the people. It was a struggle in which the indigenous Myanmar
national races participated wholeheartedly, leading to the achievement of national independence for

Myanmar.

Since its inception, the Tatmadaw has been a voluntary force, with a political outlook keeping
our national interest in the fore, and has now matured in terms of both time and experience. Composed
of various indigenous national races, the Tatmadaw is a patriotic and dynamic force, made up of none
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other than the sons and daughters of the citizens of Myanmar, dedicated to the defence and welfare

of the State and the entire population.

All members of the Tatmadaw are volunteers who join the Armed Forces of their own free will.
motivated by their sense of patriotism. The recruiting units follow strict rules and guidelines in
accepting those who wish to join the armed forces. Only those who are fit and meet the requirements

set down are allowed to join.

The Tatmadaw is thus a highly discipiined self-defence force imbued with a sense of patriotism
It has a code of proper conduct, and military rules which every member is required to observe
scrupulously  Among the rules of conduct can be found the following.-

a) t0 avoid high-handedness in dealing with the people, and not to take advantage of the
fact that the Tatmadaw wields arms and
b) to respect the beliefs, customs, creeds, cultures and traditions of the populace.

Apart from this, they are also required to understand and observe civil and crimunal legal
procedures. Any member of the Tatmadaw who infringes the law is punished by both the military and
civil courts. This is evidenced by cases where action has been taken against Tatmadaw personnel who

have infringed the law.

The officers and the rank and file of the Tatmadaw are trained systematically by mouvated
instructors in highly professional mulitary institutions. Courses on humanitarian law form part of the
curricula at the Defence Services Academy and other Officers’ Training Institutions With the
cooperation of the International Commuttee of the Red Cross. training programmes concerning the four
Geneva Conventions of 1949 are being conducted in Myanmar for Officers ranging from Tactical
Operations Commanders to lower echelons. Again, under the auspices of the ICRC, officers are sent
to Geneva and elsewhere for further traiing courses.

The history of the modern Myanmar Nation is synonymous with the history of the Tatmadaw.
It has been in the forefront of national politics from the time of the struggle for independence. Since
then, on four separate occasions, the Tatmadaw has been called upon to shoulder national
responsibilities to protect and safeguard the nation when Myanmar’s national sovereignty and

independence where threatened.

As the Tatmadaw represents the single disciplined and most cohesive organisation in the
country, and since it has always shouldered its primary responsibility of ensuring the non-disintegration
of the Union, the non-disintegration of national solidarity, and the perpetuation of national sovereignty,
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it is only logical that the Tatmadaw should play a corresponding role in the transition that the country
is undergoing from one political system to another. as well as in the future of the State.

It may be added that the Tatmadaw will remain engaged in national politics to safeguard
national unity, independence and sovereignty, and will stav above party politics.

-

E. DEVELOPMENT OF BORDER AREAS AND NATIONAL RACES,
AND THE RIGHTS OF NATIONAL RACES

In any country, the right to development of the peopie includes the right to adequate shelter,
food. clothing and other essential necessities of life. Without this basic right. it would be difficult to
promote and protect other aspects of human rights and human digmity. For this reason, the
Government of Myanmar has accorded top priority to the alleviation of poverty, and to the economic
and social development of border areas where many of the national races reside.

Since May 1989, the Government has been carnving out a programme for the development ot
border areas and national races. A separate ministry was also formed to further intensify the
momentum in implementing the various projects The programme itself is the single largest
development programme with the highest capital outlay of the Government and over 3100 million
Kyats (equivaient to more than US Dollars 400 million) have been spent to date for the development
projects under this programme. This is in spite of the limited financial and material resources of the

country.

A Master Plan for the development of border areas was drawn up in 1994, which covers a
period of 11 years - from fiscal year 1993-94 to 2003-04. The main objective of the Plan is the
alleviation of poverty in border areas, in parallel with efforts to eradicate poppy cultivation in these

regions, and thus help eliminate the scourge of narcotic drugs.

Progress in the development of border areas and national races, as well as in the overall
economic development of the country has been tangible and substantial. The Government’s effective
implemcmat‘ion of this programme has not only won the hearts and minds of the local populace but has
also brought over to the legal fold almost all of the armed groups opposing the Government.

Presently, former members of the armed groups are working together with the Government and
the people for the development of their respective regions. A major drug trafficking group has also
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surrendered unconditionally to the Tatmadaw recently and plans are already being drawn up for the
development of the areas that this group once operated in.

F. ENDEAVOURS IN COMBATING THE MENACE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS

Myanmar has always held the view that the abuse and illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs brings
about ruthless crime and terrorist activities, money laundering and deterioration of the moral character
of populations, and thus constitute a major socioeconomic challenge to the well-being of all mankind.
As such, it has always held anti-narcotics measures as a national responsibility.

To implement its responsibility, the Government of Myanmar laid down the following national

strategy to combat the drug menace:-

- to designate drug eradication and prevention activities as a national duty
and to perform this duty with increased moinentum, and
- to eliminate poppy cultivation by enhancing the standard of living of the

national races.

For the successful implementation of this strategy. drug control programmes have taken
a three-pronged attack, aiming at supply reduction. demand reduction. and law enforcement.

Since the poppy growing regions of the country happen to be in impoverished, remote
border areas where poppy culture. introduced in colonial times. is the main means of livelihood,
the Government's efforts for socioeconomic development of such areas are also aimed at
eradication of poppy cultivation and production. That this method of supply reduction is
gaining success can be seen from the fact that the Kachin nationals have designated their whole
area as an "Opium Free Zone", and are involved wholeheartedly in the eradication of narcotic
drugs. Similarly, the Wa nationals and Shan nationais have also designated parts of their
respective regions as Opium Free Zones.

In the context of regional cooperation and beyond. Myanmar is also cooperating with
all neighbouring countries of the sub-region in the field of drug abuse control. Agreements and
treaties signed pertaining to this include the Myanmar-People's Republic of China-UNDCP, and
the Myanmar-Thailand-UNDCP Agreements on eradication of narcotic drugs signed in Yangon
in 1992, a Memorandum of Understanding signed in New York in 1993 between Myanmar
and the People's Republic of China, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the UNDCP
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to which Cambodia and Vietnam also became signatories in 1993, and bilateral agreements to
combat narcotic drugs signed with India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam. Arrangements are also
being made to sign such an agreement with the Russian Federation in the near future.

Mvanmar is a party to the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and acceded to
the 1988 United Nations Convention against Qllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psvchotropic

Substances on 11 June 1990.

The Myvanmar Armed Forces have routinely launched military operations against drug
trafficking groups and last vear, the drug-dealing U Khun Sa's opium processing facilities and
strongholds were the main targets. During the 837 major and minor clashes that took place
berween the Mvanmar Armed Forces and the drug traffickers, 759 of the traffickers were killed,
135 were captured. 275 surrendered themselves and 787 assorted arms and ammunition were
captured. In this process, the Armed Forces also suffered considerable casualties - 16 officers
and 569 enlisted men sacrificed their lives, while 35 officers and 1771 enlisted men were
wounded. The numbers bear witness to the selfless sacnifice and dedication of the members

of the Tatmadaw in the service of humanty.

Unconditional Surrender of U Khun Sa's Mone Tai Armv 1o the Tatmadaw Leading to the
Substantial Decrease of Ilicit Narcotic Drugs Production and Trafficking in the Region

When the Tatmadaw brought pressure against the Mong Tai Army (MTA) led by U
Khun Sa in another major military offensive at the end of 1995, the MT A came to realise the
self-destruction brought about by fighting against the Tatmadaw and the futility of it all. Apan
from recognising the ill-effects of narcotic drugs production and trafficking on mankind,
nembers of the MTA also finally came to accept the genuine goodwill and artitude of the
Government towards national races, and towards the programmes of development work being

implemented throughout the country.

Thus, starting from 5 January of this year, members of the MTA are surrendering
unconditionally en-masse to the Tatmadaw, in areas of the eastern, southern and northern Shan
State. Up to the end of February 1996, a total of 13382 persons with 7944 assortment of arms
and ammunition have returned to the legal fold. More are still surrendering and the MTA has
pledged to abandon the production and trafficking of illicit narcotic drugs. The impact of the
surrender of such a major drug-related group is considerable and the region should see a drastic
reduction in the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs. Meanwhile, the Government will
be dealing with U Khun Sa according to the laws of the country.
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While resources to combat drugs should be commensurate with the magnitude of the
task, Myanmar's efforts have never been conungent upon the level of external assistance. The
Government of Myanmar has always remained firm in its commitment and dedication to carry
through the task of eliminating the national and international scourge of drugs despite its
limited resources. And it is this commitment. that has carried. and will continue to carry, the
Union of Mvanmar and its people towards achieving 1ts aims.

G. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

In his report, the Special Rapporteur mentioned that he was informed that only a smail
portion of the population enjov an improved life

In this respect, the Permanent Mission of Myanmar would like to elaborate on the
policies and the successes achieved in the economic development of the country

The Government of Myanmar holds the view that the most essential and fundamental
right of the people is the right to have adequate food, clothing and shelter needs met, and that
it is of utmost importance to raise the standard of living of the people

Since the advent of the State Law and Order Restoration Council in 1988, the centrally
planned economy which formerly existed has been replaced by a liberaiised economic policy
based on a market-oriented system The main objectuve of this economic policv and related
programmes is 10 accelerate economic and social development for the people of Myanmar

Ir. moving towards a market economy, Myanmar has been liberalising domestic and
external trade policies, as well as effecting corresponding institutional changes in the role of
the private sector, pricing systems, public enterprise management, and labour markets. An
attractive incentive system for foreign investment has also been introduced. The pnivate sector
has been encouraged and Chambers of Commerce and Industries reactivated to promote trade
and industry. The Government has additonally initiated wide-ranging tax reforms to stimulate
private sector development. Several sectorial objectives have been established to expand the
productive base of the economy.

The agriculture sector, being the mainstay of the country's economy with about 38%
of the total GDP and about 40% of foreign exchange earnings, is accorded top priorty.
Increasing productivity, diversification of cropping patterns, introducing new industrial crops
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and revitalising agricultural export are the key objectives of this sector. In moving away from
planned agriculture, farmers now largely culuvate crops of their choice, and are able to process,
transport and trade their produce freely

In the forestrv sector, the basic objective is to promote wood industry while ensuing
long-term sustainability and in the industry sector. the main programme of action is the
stimulation of the growth of agro-based manufacturing capacities  Other objectives include the
development of sectors such as livestock and fishery, mining, and energy

An efficient infrastructure is crucial to the economic growth of the country and the
Government has given high priority to its development. Where previously, these tasks have
been undertaken solely by the Government, tenders are now being invited from local
entrepreneurs for the construction of two major highways as well as for the excavation work
involved in the laving down of new railroad tracks. This is also part and parcel of plans to

create more job opportunities for the people.

As external trade is recognised as a key factor for the development of the country, the
private sector has been encouraged to expand its activities in this sector Similar increased
involvement has also been encouraged in the Hotel and Tounism industry

During the first two vears of the transition period from a centralised economy 10 2
market-oriented one. the economy was managed by formulating and impiementing annual plans
starting from 1989-90 until 1991-92, based on a review of prevailing conditions The main
objectives of the annual plans were to achieve stable economic recovery in the short run, while
laving down firm foundations for sustained growth for the future.

The Short Term Plan (1992-93 10 1993-96) was subsequently formulated and thus 1s
still being implemented. The main objectives of the plan are to achieve an average annual
growth rate of 3.1% and to pursue the export drive to the fullest possible extent. Priority has
been given to the development of productive sectors such as agriculture, livestock and fishery.

The growth rate in 1992-93 was 9.7 % while in 1993-94 1t was 5 0%. These rates
show a level well above projected ones. The third vear of the plan, 1994-95 saw a growth rate
of 6.8%, against the projected rate of 6.4%. The performance during the first three years of
the plan comes to a healthy average annual rate of 7.3%, against the projected 5.1% for the
total period.
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Myanmar is now embarking upon the implementation of the last year of the plan,
1993-96, and a growth rate of 7.7% is projected for the year.

Regarding foreign investments, 163 enterprises from 18 countries have been cleared
to invest in Myanmar, starting from the promulgation of the Union of Myanmar Foreign
Investment Law in 1988. These enterprises are operating in the agriculture, manufacturing,
fisherv, oil and gas, mining, hotel and tourism, transport and real estate sectors. The total
foreign capital participated is estimated to be USS 508401 muilion.

Development in the different sectors mean increased employment for the people as well
as new job opportunities consequently being created. There has also been an increase n
entrepreneurs operating in small as well as major business ventures.

Part of the tangible resuits of the achievements mentioned above can be seen in the fact
that food security for the nation as a whole has been achieved while over a million tons of rice
could still be exported during the fiscal year 1994-95  Also. as the majority of achievements
have taken place in the agricultural sector, it means that the farmers themselves, who constitute
nearly 70% of the country's population, have been among those that have benefited most from

the economic policies of the Government.

H. JUDICIAL SYSTEM

The Code of Criminal Procedure enacted in 1898 and other subsequent relevant laws
provide comprehensive legal framework and guarantees to ensure that a fair tnal be given to
everv defendant at a law court. There are also legal safeguards against the abuses of legal

proceedings during a trial.

Following the assumption of State power by the State Law and Order Restoration
Council, a new Judiciary Law was enacted by Law No.2/88 on 26 September 1983. A
Supreme Court and other civil courts at State/Division and Township levels were established
in accordance with the Law.

The present system of administration of justice is aimed at the flourishing of justice and
equality, protecting public welfare, rule of law, and prevalence of regional peace and
tranquillity It also aims at winning the trust and reliance of the public in the courts.
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Article (2) of the Judiciary Law provides that the administration of justice shall be based
upon the following seven principles:-

(a) to administer justice independently according to the law

(b) to protect and safeguard the interest of the people and to assist in the
restoration of law

(c) to educate the people to understand and abide by the law, and to
cultivate in the people the habit of abiding by the law

(d) to seek peaceful settlement of the cases within the framework of the law

(e) to prosecute in open courts uniess otherwise prohibited by law

3] to guarantee in all cases the right of defence and the nght of appeal

(g) to aim at reforming moral character in meting out punishment to offenders.

Trials are conducted in public and the administration of justice in the Union :
Mvyanmar is carried out In strict observance of the seven principles mentioned above.
Defendants can freely exercise the right of defence and the right to appeal vested in them under

the law

The independence of the judiciary is well maintained and there is no control or influence
exercised bv the Government over the administration of justice by the Judiciary.

Formation of Central Law Scrutinv Board

As not all of the existing laws in the Union of Myanmar were found to be compatible
with the current political, economic and social systems, a nine-member Central Law Scrutiny
Board chaired by the Attorney General was formed in 1991, in order to scrutinise these laws,
and to make recommendations regarding those laws which should be repealed, those which
should be amended and those which should be substituted with new ones.

On the recommendation of the Central Law Scrutiny Board, the State Law and Order
Restoration Council has to date repealed 151 Laws which were found not to be in conformity
with the present situation. In addition 35 old laws and 78 subsidiary laws were repealed and
new laws enacted in their stead. The Central Law Scrutiny Board is still involved in the
process of scrutinising laws presented to the Board by the various Ministries.
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I. RELEASE OF DETAINEES

With the aim of accomplishing national reconsolidation, the State Law and Order
Restoration Council on 24 April 1992 issued Declaration No 11/9Z under which persons who
no longer endanger the secunty of the State are 10 be released.

In accordance with this Declaration, the Government has been reducing the prison
terms of detainees and releasing them under Section 401(1) of the Code of Crimunal

Procedure.

On 15 March 1995, 31 detainees from various centres of detention were released.
Among them were U Kvi Maung and U Tin Oo of the NLD. On October 20, 1993, 30 persons
serving their prison terms after being convicted under the existing laws were released from
Mawiamyine prison. In addition 4 persons who were serving their prison terms were released
from Insein Penitentiary on 235 January 1996. Up ull now, over 2200 persons serving

sentences have been released.
The cases of the remaining detainees are kept under regular review, taking into account

their good conduct and behaviour amongst other factors. and those who merit amnestv will
also be released in accordance with the terms of the above-mentioned declaration.

Liftine of Restrictions Placed on Daw Aung San Suu Kwvi

Legal action in Myanmar is taken only against those who transgress existing laws of
the countrv A person cannot be put under restraint nor detained if it is not in accordance with

the law

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi had been placed under restraint because she contravened
existing laws. This action was taken according to the law and the restrictions placed on her
have been lifted since 10 July 1995 in accordance with the provisions under which legal action
was taken against her. The lifting of restrictions is unconditional.
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J. TRADITIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF LABOUR

The Special Rapporteur has expressed his concern at alleged reports of so called forced
labour being used in Myanmar in his report.

In this regard. the Permanent Mission would like to point out the tradition of the
contribution of labour in Myanmar culture which dates back to thousands of vears.

It is a common beiief that contribution of efforts in the building and repairing of
pagodas. monasteries. roads. and bridges, as well as in the digging and clearing of wells, ponds.
lakes. and irrigation systems. is a way of attaining merit and leads 10 a sensé of phvsical and

mental well-being.

Thus. people contribute labour to complete projects aimed at developing their
communities. Not only is labour contributed, money 1s also donated towards the funds for the

works by those who can afford to.

The Government of Myanmar, attaches great importance towards the development of
areas which have been left undeveloped for decades. These areas are found primanly in the
border regions which have barely seen any development for various reasons

Subsequently, numerous regional development projects are being implemented by the
Government. counting on the participation of the local people in the contribution of labour
since it is these people themselves who stand to benefit the most by the completion of these

projects in the long run.

Many projects have been successfully completed throughout the country and the people
who provided the labour now enjoy the fruits of their endeavours while at the same time

witnessing the upgrading of their socioeconomic conditions.

The Government, on its part, does everything possible within its power to help the
people in their contribution towards community development. Remuneration is given to the
workers by the Government on a piece-rate basis, or at prevailing wage rates. In some cases,
the authorities disburse a lump-sum of money for the benefit of the whole community. As of
the end of February 1996, a total of Kyats (321 .8) million was paid out as labour expenses to
the people who had worked at seven new railroad projects, by the Myanma Railways
authorities, namely: - “Shwenyaung-Yat Sauk™, “ Aungban-Loikaw", “Chaung U-Pakokku”;
“Shwenyaung-Namsan”, “Nyaung U-Hsar Khar”; “Ye-Dawai” and “Pakokku-Gangaw-Kalay”.
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Looking also at the example during the construction of new railway lines. the Myanma
Raiiways assigned a medical doctor 1o each of the sectors while a Chief Medical Officer toured
the area regularly, in order to provide health care for the local populace.

Various aspects of such endeavours have been witnessed by the Special Rapporteir
during his previous tours of Myanmar, and has been incorporated in his earlier reports.

It is not only the local peopie who provide the lapour to complete development
projects. Tatmadaw personnel from various units in the area, while having to promote peace
and security in the country, are aiso to be found in the forefront of the work-force of any
project. Government employees fom the ministries concerned also participate

The Special Rapporteur. in his report, has expressed his concern about the priscners
who are contributing labour at project sites not having their sentences reduced. contrary to the

information provided by the Government.

In this regard. the Permanent Mission would like to point out that there 1s no cause for
concern on the part of the Special Rapporteur  Affer all. in a great number of countres
throughout the world, sentences are passed by courts of law to include compulsory labour for
sericus offences under national laws In Myvanmar, such sentences are part of the rehabilitation
process and prisoners enjov recuction of sentences through contribution of labour  On 23
March 1993, the Ministrv of Home Affairs issued an order to the effect that over 23000
prisoners who had diligently contrbuted their labour at the various regional development work
camps, have had their sentences reduced by one third under Section 401(1) of the Penal Code.
From 27 March to 24 Juiy 1995, over 7730 of these prisoners have alreadv been released under
this order and as more prisoners come to the end of their reduced terms, they will also be

reicasec.

With regard to the use of civilian labourers by the Tatmadaw, we would like to reiterate
that the law provides for the hire of civilian labourers to assist the members of the Tatmadaw
who are on active duty. Porters can be recruited and employed by the armed forces after
consultation with local authorities. This has been in practice in Myanmar since she regained
her independence in 1948. Recruitment is based on the following three critena:

a) They must be unemployed;

b) They must be physically fit to work as porters,

c) A reasonable amount of wages must be fixed and agreed to beforehand.
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The labourers must be paid from the time they leave their respective homes until they
return at the completion of their duty. Apart from the daiiv wages. they are entitled to receive
rail and steamer travelling warrants or actual money to cover the cost of transport to and from
their homes and the operation area. The respective miiitary unit has the responsibility of
providing accommodation, messing, medical cover, and social welfare benefits for the hured
labourers. Daily wages for these persons must be commensurate with those prevailing in the
area. Civilian labourers used in the operation areas are looked after by the Tatmadaw. Besides
giving out daily wages. the Tatmadaw provides medical care for sickness and injunes.

Porters thus recruited are never required 10 accompany the troops to the actual scenes
of bartles; neither are they exposed to danger They are sent back as soon as their assignment
is completed. They are placed in safe areas during operations It is noteworthy that there exist
volunteer porters and professional porters who earn their living by offering 0 work as porters
on behalf of others.

The two laws that concern with the hiring of civilian labourers to assist Government
officials on duty, administered by the General Administration Department of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, are under review by a Board comprising the Deputy Minister for Labour as the
Chairman, and with representatives from the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Artomev-General's Office and the General Administration Depariment as its

memoers.

The Board found that the two laws were no longer in conformity with the prevaiiing
condition in the country, besides not being in line with the provisions of the [LO Convention
No 29

Consequently, the Government of Myanmar has started the process of amending these
two laws. But as practically all the armed groups have returned to the legal foid, the need for

use of porters has diminished.
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K. REPATRIATION AND RESETTLEMENT OF RETURNEES,
AND COOPERATION WITH THE UNHCR and NGOs

The Special Rapporteur has mentioned in his report. cooperation of the Myanmar
Government with the UNHCR as well as the expanding roie of the NGOs in the country and
has recommended a continuation of this process, as well as the cooperation of the Government
with the ICRC.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar has extended full cooperation to the
UNHCR with regard to the repatriation and resettlement of the returnees from Bangladesh.
This cooperation, started since the signing of the \Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Myanmar and the UNHCR. which enabled the estabiishment of an operational
UNHCR presence in Rakhine state in early 1994, has produced positive results.

The number of returnees to date has exceeded 197000. The UNHCR is operating in
two phases, of which the movement phase is expected to be completed before the end of June
of this year. The UNHCR plans to withdraw from the Rakhine State in mid-1997, after the
second phase. the reintegration phase. is successiullv completed.

Measures are being taken by the Government to reintegrate the returnees smoothly
back into society with provisions to faciiitate their livelihood With the high prionity given to
the development projects in Rakhine region by the Government. there is no doubt that the
quality of life of the local populace, including the returnees from Bangladesh. will be much

improved in the near future.

International NGOs, such as Action Internationale Contre la Faime (AICF), Bndge
Asia-Japan and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, in
cooperation with the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS). are also working together with
the UNHCR in its reintegration programmes, focusing on the sections of health care. water and

sanitation, education and rural infrastructure.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has also made considerable inputs in its
food-for-work scheme, providing numerous employment opportunities in the implementation
of mainly small-scale road construction/repair and pond-digging projects. In addition, WHO
and UNICEF have commenced primary health care and immunisation projects respectively.
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Cooperation With NGOs

The Government of Myanmar acknowledges the positive contribution of the NGOs in
grass roots projects, and will accordingly continue its interaction and cooperation with such
organisations that deal with humanitarian marters, health, social welfare, education, and border

area development. )

The Myanmar Red Cross Society, the Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare
Association. the Myanmar Medical Association. and the Myanmar Anti-Narcotic Drugs
Association are among the local NGOs now participating. together with international NGOs
such as Bridge Asia-Japan. [FRC, Action Internationale Contre La Faime (AICF), Medicin du
Monde, Association Franc_ois Xavier Bagnoud, World AIDS Foundation, in humanitanan
projects aimed at uplifting the socioeconomic conditions of the people. United Nations Bodies
and Specialised Agencies such as UNDP. UNICEF, UNDCP. FAO and WHO are also invoived

in these endeavours.

Cooperation with the ICRC

Myanmar's interaction with the ICRC began in early 1986, when an orthopaedic
programme was started by the ICRC in cooperation with the Ministry of Health. Since then,
numerous programmes similar in nature were initiated and expanded in collaboration with the
Ministry of Defence, and the Myanmar Red Cross Society. These programmes were very
successful and as of July 1995, a total of 791 persons had been equipped with prostheses

Myanmar acceded to the Four Geneva Conventions in August 1962, and activities such
as seminars and workshops on International Humanitarian Law. and War Surgery for Armed
Forces officers, and short training courses for Red Cross volunteers have been carried out In
collaboration with the ICRC.

The humanitarian programmes of the ICRC in Myanmar concluded last year and as its
role was completed, the ICRC closed down its project Office in Myanmar, set up in 1986 to
supervise the programmes. However, the ICRC maintains its regular contacts and cooperation
with the Government and the Myanmar Red Cross Society through its regional office in New
Delhu.

With regard to visits by the ICRC to places of detention in Myanmar, negotiations are
going on with a view to signing, when the situation permits, a memorandum of understanding
between the Government of Myanmar and the ICRC.
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As a party to the Geneva Convention, and as a nation respecting and achering to the
principies and objectives of the Red Cross Movement, Myanmar will be continuing its

cooperation with the ICRC in the future.

The Mvanmar Citizenship Law

Allegations to the etfect that the Mvanmar Citizenship Law has a discriminatory effect
on some sections of the population in Rakhine State are misplaced. In the Union of Myanmar,

all are equal in the eves of the law.

The shortcomings of the Union Citizenship Act (1948) enacted after Myanmar gained
independence became evident with the passage of time As such. the Union Citizenship Act
(1948) was revoked and the Myvanmar Citizenship Law was promulgated on {3 October 1982
Under the new Mvanmar Citizenship Law. there are three categones of citizens, namely -

Citizen. Associate Citizen and Naturalized Citizen.

The provisions of the 1982 Citizenship Law stipulate that all foreign residents in
Mvanmar have the right to apply without any discnmination for narturalized citizenship,
associate citizenship and citizenship. Under the provisions of 1982 Citizenship Law and 1989
Eiection Law. ail have the right to vote in General Elections as well as the rights and privileges
that citizenship entitles them. Associate Citizens and Naturalized Citizens do have the right
1o vote. but uniike full citizens cannot stand as candidates in General Elections

L. HUMAN RIGHTS IN MYANMAR

Myanmar is well-known for its unique culture. Tolerance, compassion and gentleness
are the hall- marks of its unique culture. Discrimination on grounds of race, religion and gender
are non-existent in the Union of Myanmar throughout its long history. The status of women
in Mvanmar is among the highest in the world.

In the Union of Myanmar, “..there [is] total absence of discrimination based on
religion. From the highest ranks of government service and throughout the ranks of public
service, the question of religion simply (does] not arise... The Myanmar society may in that
respect be a model society”. These words were not voiced by a Myanmar. They are comments
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submitted to the United Nations by Madame Sadako Ogata who visited Myanmar in 1990 as
an independent expert. In Myanmar, there is complete freedom of worship, not only for
Buddhism which is the religon of 90 per cent of the population but also for Christiaruty, Islam,
Hinduism as well as animists. Freedom of worship is guaranteed in both the two previous
consttutions of 1947 and 1974, and the State Law and Order Restoration Council, in keeping
with this tradition. has promoted complete freedom of worship, and is also materially and
financially supporting the various religions in the countrv as much as possible.

As the Myanmar people are a religiously devout people. the universal sentiments of
metta (love and goodwill), karuna (compassion) and mudita (svmpathetic joy) prevail
countrywide. Because of the long and distinguished historical and cultural hentage. traditions
and religious devotion, the people of Myanmar are a gentle and tolerant people

Hence. basic human rights are guaranteed not only by law but also as an essential part
of the Myanmar's custom, culture and tradition.

Myanmar has on many occasions expressed her views and policies on human nights, a
few of which are reproduced below:

- Mvanmar holds the view that countries differ from each other due to differences in
historical background, cultural traditions, religion and level of development. Culturally
and in terms of perception. there exists a vast difference between the East and West.
Bv this, we do not mean to infer that there exist no human rights principles applicable
to all persons. However, divergences can be seen in approaches and implementaticn
of human rights practices. At the same time, countries or groups of countries should
avoid attempting to impose their views and values of human rights on the rest of the
international community. There is no single political and economic model applicable

0 all countries.

- For developing countries like Myanmar, the most essential and fundamental basic nght
is to meet the food, clothing and shelter needs and to raise the standards of living of the
people. Without ensuring this basic right, other aspects of human rights cannot be
effectively implemented. Although some countries stress the importance of civil and
political rights, developing nations like Myanmar believe that equal prominence should
be accorded to economic, social and cultural rights. The right to development s

especially important to developing countries.
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- It is our belief that community rights should have equal impor:ance, if not more, than
individual rights. Moreover, in times of conflict berween individual rights and national
interest. there are situations that call for priority to be accorded to the interests of the
nation. Each individual possesses not only rights but also duties and obligations to hus
countrv and to his society. Itis a fact of life that extreme practices of individual nights
can lead to disorder and unrest. Economic development and political stability are
interdependent since economic devejopment can e obtained only during times of
political stabiiity  Simularly, economic development contributes toward political

staoility

- As the views. approaches, application and implementation of human rights differ from
country to country because of the dissimilarities in historical experience, cultural
rraditions, religicn and level of development. Mvanmar believes that implementation
of human rights in the national context should be the responsibility and competence of
each government. Human nights should not be used as a pretext for interfering in
matters that are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of states. By this, it does
not mean that human rights can be systematically violated behind the barmier of non-
interference. What remains paramount is t0 promote human rights through

international cooperation and consensus-building.

- Together with other developing and non-aligned countries, Myanmar believes that
there should be strict observance of the principles of sovereignty. territorial integrity
and non-interference in the internal affairs of other states. Mvanmar is opposed to the
misuse of humnan rights with political motives, to double standards and selectivity, and
means of applying pressure. Such tacucs are detrimental and counterproductive to the

advancement of human nights.

Allecations of Human Rights Violations

The Special Rapporteur has included in his report a Memorandum of Allegations
received by him, of supposed human rights violations reported to have occurred in Myanmar.
Allegations but unproven cases of arbitrary arrests, cruel and inhuman treatment of civilians,
and forced labour were among those reported to him.

The report also mentions his awareness of the fact that sometimes reports of arbitrary
killings tend to be exaggerated or distorted, that there were cases of good treatment of villagers
and captured insurgents by the Tatmadaw soldiers, and that the insurgents also commit serious
violations of human nghts.
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The Special Rapporteur reported traveiling to the Thai-Myanmar border on the Thai
side with the aim of interviewing persons from Myanmar living in the camps in that area, and
that the results of his interviews were reflected in relevant subject headings of his report.

This underscores the point that allegations of brutality sometimes resulting in the death
of civilians, and cruel and inhuman treatment of civilians by military forces under a variety of
circumstances mentioned in the report are unfounded allegations originating from terrorist
groups and sources outside the country bearing uitenor political motives. The few people who
have reported these allegations are after all. family members or svmpathisers of armed groups
or indeed members of armed groups themseives. Ordinary civilians leading their own lives
along the border ind no need to go and reside in camps across the border. It will be found that
these citizens. who form the great majority of the populace that belong to the national races,
continue to live peacefully in Myanmar territory. No reports from the civil or military have
been received, neither has any information been received from the local populace, as to the

alleged incidents.

It is worthwhile to note that the Special Rapporteur has also mentioned that he had
received no information of an explicit or systematic government policy encouraging summary

executions.

The authorities of Myanmar have responded to specific enquiries oresented by the
Special Rapporteur with regard to alleged human rights violations and these responses have

been incorporated into his report.

No instances of summary or arbitrary execution can be permitted in Myanmar and no
provision is made in the law for such. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

are also illegal in Myanmar.

Moreover, since the advent of the State Law and Order Restoration Council, not 2
single individual has been executed in Myanmar, although death sentences have been handed

down in court decisions for serious transgressions of the law.

Whenever cases of civil or criminal offences are brought to the attention of the
authorities, svstematic enquiries are always conducted and necessary measures taken. The
courts regularly hear such cases brought up to them and legal action is always taken.
Punishment is meted out to those who are proved guilty of committing any crime. During the
period from 1-9-91 to 31-3-95, Township Courts throughout the country have tried 1488175
criminal cases and 30513 civil cases. |
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As in any country, there exist cases of members of the Armed Forces who break the
law. Legal action is always taken against such offenders. Specific cases in which action was
taken against those members of the Armed Forces who violated the law in various instances
have been provided to the Special Rapporteur by the Government of Mvanmar, to help dispel
misconception and false allegations that no action is taken against members of the Armed
Forces who break the law. The Special Rapporteur has already apprised the 51st Session of
the Commission on Humnan Rights, of disciplinarv actions taken against members of the Armed
Forces who broke the [aw.

The Special Rapporteur has also included in his report the allegation that Myanmar
seafarers are required by the Government to sign an affidavit that they will not contact the
International Transport Workers' Federation.

This is not relevant since the Seamen Emplovment Control Department (SECD) from
the Ministrv of Transport has revealed that it is not required for the Myanmar Seamen to sign
such an affidavit as far back as February 1995,

M. COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AND
THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Myanmar’s whole-hearted support for the principles of the United Nations Charter and
its cooperation with the World Organization are the basic tenets of Myanmar’s Foreign Policy
Accordingly, Mvanmar has consistently cooperated with the United Nations in all fields

inciuding human rights

Thus, in his speech before the 49th United Nations General Assembly on 11 October
1994, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar stated:

“As a responsible member of the United Nations and as an unwavering advocate
of the values it represents, the Union of Myanmar has all along upheld and adhered to
the basic notions of human rights enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights™.

The Vice-Chairman of the State Law and Order Restoration Council reiterated
Myanmar's dedication and commitment to the principles and purposes of the Charter and
pledged Myanmar's continued cooperation with the United Nations in his address to the 30th
Anniversary Special Commemorative Session of the United Nations General Assembly.
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In fct, Myvanmar was a participant in the drafting of the 1948 Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Moreover, Myanmar has signed and ratfied a number of LN Human Rights
Conventions and Agreements, as well as the ILO Conventions, which are in consonance with
her own conditions and policies.

In keeping with this tradition, the State Law and Order Restoration Council has
acceded 10 various agreements related to the field of human rights. Myanmar acceded to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and Secretary-1 of the State Law and Order Restoration
Councii signed the World Summut for Children Declaration on the Survival. Protection, and
Development of Children. [n accordance with the provisions of the Convention, a National
Committee has been established under the aegis of the Ministrv of Social Welfare. Relief and
Resettlement and is submitting regular reports to the United Nations.

Similarlv. Myanmar has already acceded to the 1949 Four Geneva Conventions.
Myanmar acceded to these Conventions as an affirmation of her international comrmutment to
humanitarian principles. Indeed. Myanmar had long been observing these principles even
before her accession to the Conventions. They have also been part of the education and
training of the Myanmar Armed Forces.

In addition to these international conventions, the State Law and Order Restoration
Council has enacted numerous domestic legistation relating to human rights.

In pursuance of UNGA Resolutions, the Government of the Union of Myanmar
conducted a diziogue with the United Nations during the Forty-ninth Session of the UN.
General Assembly U Ohn Gvaw, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar had
a meeting with Dr Boutros Boutros Ghali, Secretary- -General of the United Nations and two
rounds of discussions with Mr. Marrack Goulding, Under-Secrezary- General for Political
Affairs of the United Nations.

Subsequently, Under-Secretary-General Mr. Rafeeudin Ahmed, Representative of the
United Nations Secretary-General paid a visit to Myanmar from 20 to 23 November 1994 and
held discussions with the authorities of the Myanmar Government.

In addition, Mr. Alvaro de Soto, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the
United Nations visited Myanmar two times last year and held discussions with the Myanmar
Authorities on matters of mutual interest.
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A further round of talks berween Mr. Alvaro de Soto and U Ohn Gyaw was held at the
United Nations Headquarters on 10 October 1995 The Vice-Chairman of the State Law and
Order Restoration Council also met with Mr. Alvaro de Soto on October 23, 1995 in New
York.

The Secretarv-General in his report to the 50th Session of the UNGA has expressed
his deep appreciation to the Government of Myanmar for its willingness to continue its

dialogue with the United Nations.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar has responded to specific allegations
received from the Centre for Human Rights and provided the information sought by the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, thematic rapporteurs, Chairmen of
the Working Groups and the Centre for Human Rights.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar will continue to cooperate with the

Commission on Human Rights.

N. CONCLUSION

The Government of the Union of Myanmar believes that there exists no valid ground
for introducing a formal resolution on the human rights situation in Myanmar at this year’s
session of the Commission. The foregoing positive developments in Myanmar and numerous
concrete measures taken by the Government for democratization, development and the socio-
economic uplift of the people including their enjoyment of human rignts, warrant 2 deferral of
the consideration of any draft resolution on Myanmar, or a downgrading of the procedure on

this question by the Commussion.

In view of the foregoing and the cooperation on the part of the Myanmar Government,
it is hoped that these gestures will be reciprocated by the Commission by having a balanced
view on the consideration of this question, and by not pursuing any course of action that may
hamper the ongoing constructive cooperation between Myanmar and the United Nations. If
ever a draft resolution is to be introduced at the current session of the Commission, the
foregoing considerations require that such a draft resolution should fully and accurately reflect
the positive developments, taking place in the Union of Myanmar.



