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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA*

Mr. JOSEPH OLAKA ONYANGO (Expert)

(Nominated by the Government of Uganda)

I. PRESENT POSITION

October 1992- Present:

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Makerere University; teaching international human rights law, international

economic law and constitutionalism; Advocate of the Superior Court of Uganda. Research areas: Human rights

(especially economic and social); popular democracy and organization, conflict resolution, refugee law (regional

and domestic), women’s rights and feminism, judicial power, arbitration and alternative methods of dispute

resolution, governance and democratic transitions.

II. QUALIFICATIONS (Legal)

Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD), Harvard Law School, Cambridge MA, USA; March 1989.

Master of Laws (LL.M), Harvard Law School; June 1986.

Diploma in Legal Practice (Dip.L.P.), Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda; July 1983.

Bachelor of Laws, Honours (LL.B. Hons.), Makerere University; March 1982.

III. WORK EXPERIENCE (Legal)

Visiting Professor, University of Minnesota School of Law and Institute of International Studies (September 1994

to September 1995).
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Coordinator, Human Rights & Peace Centre (HURIPEC), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (October 1993

to October 1994).

Visiting Professor, College of Law/African Studies Centre, University of Florida, Gainesville, USA (Spring

1993).

Lecturer-in-Law, Faculty of Law, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (October 1989 to October 1992).

Research Associate, Harvard Law School (January to August 1989).

Attorney, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, New York (September 1987 to February 1988).

Legal Consultant, United States Committee for Refugees, Washington D.C. (June to September 1986).

Legal Associate, Mugerwa & Matovu, Advocates, Kampala (March 1982 to July 1985).

Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Law, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (October 1983 to July 1985).

IV. WORK EXPERIENCE (General)

Chairman (Policy Council) and Research Fellow, Centre for Basic Research (CBR), Kampala (1991 to 1994).

Consultant, World Health Organization (WHO) Programme on Vaccine Development, Geneva, Switzerland.

Focal Point and Resource Person, United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), Geneva.

Consultant, United Nations Development Programme - UNDP Network on Ethics, Law and HIV/AIDS.

Consultant (Refugee and Africa Projects), Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, New York.

Member, Advisory Board, International Human Rights Internship Programme (IHRIP), Washington, D.C.

Member, Advisory Board, United Nations University (UNU) Team on Peace & Global Governance.

Member, Advisory Board, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, Minneapolis.

Member, Board of Directors, International Third World Legal Studies Association (INTWORLSA), New York.
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Associate Editor, EastAfrican Journal of Peaceand Human Rights, Kampala.

Member, Editorial Board, InternationalJournal of RefugeeLaw, Geneva.

Member, Editorial Board, InternationalJournal of Group Rights, New York.

V. PUBLISHED WORK

A. Books and Book Chapters

Uganda, in P. Baehr, et. al. (eds.), HumanRights in Developing Countries, Kluwere, the Hague, 1996.

(with Sylvia Tamale) Bitchesat the Academyand Other Scary Stories: Genderand AcademicFreedomat the

African University, in CODESRIA, TheState of Academic Freedomin Africa, CODESRIA, Dakar, 1996.

The OAU Bureau for Refugees, in Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, AfricanExodus: RefugeeCrisis,

Human Rights and the 1969 OAU Convention, New York, 1995.

(with Mahmood Mamdani) Uganda:Studiesin Living Conditions,Popular Movementsand Constitutionalism,

Univ. of Economics & Business Administration/ Centre for Basic Research, Vienna/Kampala, 1994.

(with John J. Barya) PopularJusticeand ResistanceCommitteeCourts in Uganda, New Vision, Kampala, 1994.

Constitutionalismand Politics in Uganda, CODESRIA, Dakar, 1995.

(with Kivutha Kibwana and Chris Maina Peter - eds.), Law,Politics and Multipartism in East Africa, Oxford

University Press, Nairobi, 1995.

Academic Freedomat the Kampala Conference, in Mamadou Diouf & Mahmood Mamdani (eds.) Academic

Freedomin Africa, CODESRIA, Dakar, 1994.

Some Reflections on the Human Rights Aspects of African Economic Integration, in M.A. Ajomo, &

O. Adewale (eds.), AfricanEconomic Community: Issues, Problems and Prospects, Nigerian Institute of

Advanced Legal Studies, Lagos, 1993.

The Place and Relevanceof Arbitration and Dispute Resolution to Less DevelopedCountries [Chapter 8 in

UNITAR, Debt and Financial Management, Geneva, 1993].
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Judicial Power and Constitutionalismin Uganda, [CBR Working Paper No. 30, 1993].

Ugandain Bard-Anders Andreassen & Theresa Swinehart (eds.), HumanRights in DevelopingCountries: 1991

Yearbook, Scandinavian University Press, Oslo, 1992.

The National ResistanceMovement, "GrassrootsDemocracy" and Dictatorship in Uganda in Robin Cohen &

Harry Goulborne (eds.) Democracyand Socialism in Africa, Westview Press, Boulder, 1991.

B. Journal articles, papersand briefs

The Plight of the Larger Half: HumanRights, GenderViolence and the Legal Statusof Refugeeand Internally

DisplacedWomen in Africa, 24/2 DenverJournal of InternationalLaw & Politics, 1996.

Self-Determination,Withering Statesand the New Millennium: Problemsand Prospectsfor a DemocraticFuture

34/3 ColumbiaJournal of Transitional Law, 1996.

Notes on the 2nd Extraordinary Sessionof the African Commissionon Human & Peoples’ Rights, African

Journal of International& ComparativeLaw, 1996.

RisenFrom the Dead,or sinking deeper?: StructuralAdjustmentand the "progressiverealization"of Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights in Uganda(forthcoming, 1996).

The African RefugeeQuestion: An Old Problem in searchof New Solutions (forthcoming, 1996).

Two Approachesto ConstitutionalDebateand Reform in Africa: Kenya and UgandaCompared(forthcoming,

1996).

SomeReflectionson the Frameworkof Economic,Social and Cultural Rights in Africa, 55 TheReview of the

InternationalCommissionof Jurists, 1995.

(with Sylvia Tamale) "ThePersonalis Political", or Why Women’s Rights are Indeed Human Rights: An

African Perspectiveon InternationalFeminism 17/4 HumanRights Quarterly, 1995.

ConstitutionalTransition in Museveni’sUganda: New Horizonsor anotherFalseStart? 39/2 Journalof African

Law, 1995.

The Dynamics of Corruption Control and Human Rights Enforcementin Uganda: The Caseof the Inspector

Generalof Government, 1/1 EastAfrican Journal of Peace& Human Rights, 1993.

96-11179F1



E/CN.4/1996/104/Add.2

Page 8

Governance,Democracyand Developmentin UgandaToday: A SociolegalExamination, 13/2 African Studies

Monographs, 1992.

The Legal Control of Tertiary Institutions in East Africa: The Case of Makerere University, 17/4 African

Development, (1992); 7/8 ZimbabweLaw Journal, 1989-90.

Human Rights and the Struggle for Democracyin UgandaToday, 1/1 UgandaLaw Society Review, 1992.

Human Rights, the OAU Convention and the Refugee Crisis in Africa Forty years after Geneva, 3/3

InternationalJournal of RefugeeLaw, 1991.

Armed Conflict, Political Violence and the Monitoring of Human Rights in Uganda, CBR Working Paper No.

12, 1991.

(with Sam Tindifa), Constitutionalismin Uganda: Report of a Survey of OrganizedGroupsand Group Leaders

relating to the promulgationof a new Constitution for the Republic of Uganda, CBR Working Paper No. 10,

1991.

Police Powers, the State and Human Rights in Kenya and Uganda: A ComparativeAnalysis, Third World

Legal Studies, 1990.

Law, "GrassrootsDemocracy"and the National ResistanceMovement in Uganda17/4, InternationalJournalof

the Sociology of Law, 1989.

Law and State in the Political Economy of Underdevelopment, SJD Dissertation, December 1988.

Race, Class and Imperialism in Uganda, 5/1 TransAfricaForum, 1987.

DevelopmentFinance: The caseof the UgandaDevelopmentBank, XV/3 Ufahamu, 1986/87.

Plugging the Gaps: Refugeesand OAU Policy [Issue Brief. United States Committee for Refugees, 1986].

C. Book Reviews

On people, Poverty and Community Action: Review of People:From Impoverishmentto Empowerment.

(Üner Kirdar & Leonard Silk, eds., in Human Rights Quarterly, 1995).

"Biography as Apologia" (Obote: APolitical Biography, by Kenneth Ingham, 1994), in Africa Today, 1995.
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Review of African Refugees: DevelopmentAid and Repatriation.

(Hoard Adelman & John Sorenson, eds., 1994), in Journal of Refugee Studies, 1995.

Review of HumanRights of Women: National and InternationalPerspectives, (Rebecca J. Cook, 1994), [East

African Journal of Peace and Human Rights, 1995].

Review of Albie Sachs & Gita H. Welch, Liberating the Law: Creating Popular Justice in Mozambique,

[Canadian Journal of African Studies, 28/2, 1994].

VI. CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PAPERS, REPORTS AND STUDIES

How Participatory was Uganda’s Constitution - Making Process? (Presented at the INTWORLSA Workshop

on Constitutional Change and the Processes of Democratization (with a special focus on Africa), New York,

21-23 March 1996).

Expunging the Ghost of Ex. Parte Matovu: Challenges Facing the Ugandan Judiciary in the 1995 Constitution

(Judges Conference, Kampala: 11-12 January 1996).

Human Rights Activism in Africa: A Frog’s Eye View (presented at a workshop on International Human

Rights, N. Hennepin Community College, Brooklyn Centre, Minneapolis, 24 February 1995).

Liability for the Administration of HIV/AIDS Vaccine Tests in Uganda: A Study Undertaken for the Global

Programme of AIDS of the World Health Organization (WHO) (December 1994).

Governance, Humanitarian Intervention and the Quest for Sustainable Peace in Africa: The Status in Quo and

Proposals for future research (presented at the 2nd consultative meeting of the United Nations University (UNU)

Advisory Team on Peace and Global Governance, Barcelona, Spain: 24-25 October 1994).

Notes on the African Debt Crisis and democratic imperatives for the twenty-first century (presented at the Pan-

African Law Students’ Conference, Kampala: 3-5 December 1993).

Politics and Democratization in Uganda: An overview of the recent constitutional proposals (presented at the

Harvard Human Rights Programme, 16 April 1993).

Some Thoughts on human rights jurisprudence, the Common Law and its applicability to the African context

(presented at the African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies, Seminar for Anglophonic African

magistrates, Banjul, the Gambia: 8-12 February 1993).
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The "new" international order, human rights and the struggle for global democracy (presented at the international

seminar on human rights, Lagos, Nigeria: 3-6 February 1992).

Contemporary Press laws and the democratic tradition: A critical survey (Uganda Journalists Association

seminar on the proposed Uganda Media (Press and Publications) Bill, Kampala: 5-6 November 1991).

Popular Sovereignty, human rights and the struggle for democracy in Africa: The Example of Uganda

(Makerere University/Columbia University Conference on the Constitutional Protection of Rights, Kampala: 13-

15 August 1991).

The human rights imperatives of the debt question in Africa (presented at the UNITAR Conference on the legal

aspects of debt management, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 8-12 July 1991).

The duty of non-refoulement (including non-extradition) in international refugee law (presented at The Hague

Academy of International Law & International Relations, the Hague, Netherlands, August 1989).

The Asian Question, Expropriated Property Legislation and Socio-economic Change in Uganda [L.M. Thesis,

1986].

VII. PERSONAL

Place and date of birth: London, United Kingdom, 16 September 1960.

Nationality: Ugandan.

-----
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