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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The present report is the first report of the Government of Azerbaijan

presented in accordance with article 18, paragraph 1 of the Convention on the
Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen of 18 Decenber 1979, to
whi ch Azerbaijan acceded on 10 July 1995. It deals with the |egislative,
judicial, adm nistrative and other action undertaken by the Republic of
Azerbaijan in order to conply with the provisions of the Convention

2. In accordance with the overall guidelines prepared by the Committee on the
El i mi nation of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen, section Il of the report contains
general information about the Republic of Azerbaijan and about human rights
neasures, the situation of wonmen, and the consequences of the aggression by the
Republic of Armeni a agai nst Azerbaij an.

3. Section Il contains specific information concerning individual provisions
of the Conventi on.

1. OVERALL SI TUATI ON

A, The country and its people

4. The Republic of Azerbaijan is |ocated on the border of Asia and Europe,
occupyi ng the south-eastern part of the trans-Caucasus, and bounded on the north
by the Russian Federation, on the south by the Islamc Republic of Iran, on the
west by Turkey, Georgia, and Arnenia, and on the east by the Caspian Sea, which
separates it from Kazakstan and Turkmeni stan. Its area is 87,000 square
kilometres. |Its territory includes the Nakhi chevan Aut ononobus Republic. The
capital of Azerbaijan is Baku.

5. Early in the twentieth century (1918-1920), Azerbaijan achi eved
i ndependence, and | ater becane one of the republics of the former Union of
Sovi et Soci alist Republics (1920-1991).

6. An inportant political event in the life of the country was the adoption on
18 Cctober 1991, by the Supreme Soviet of the Republic, of the Constitutiona

Act of State Independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan. That date is

cel ebrated as the Republic's | ndependence Day. The Republic of Azerbaijan is a
Menber of the United Nations and of many international organizations. |t has
diplomatic relations with many States throughout the world.

7. The popul ati on of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 1 January 1996 was
7,535,000, of which 3,707,200 were men and 3, 827, 800 wormen. Between 1990 and
1995, the popul ation grew by 348,400, or 4.8 per cent. The period under

consideration is characterized by a gradual fall in the population growmh rate
fromO0.8 per cent in 1990 to 0.6 per cent in 1995. To a considerabl e extent,
the fall in the growth rate is due to a fall in births and an increase in

deat hs. The urban popul ati on, which exceeds the rural popul ation by 445, 000,
represents 53 per cent of the total population of the Republic.
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8. The deep soci o-econonic crisis which has broken out in recent years, and

t he war which was thrust upon the country, have al so had an inpact on

denogr aphi c indicators. Azerbaijan was al ways characterized by high | evels of
fertility among its popul ation; on average, each wonman had four to five children
in her lifetime. That figure has now fallen to two or three. |n 1995, 146, 000
babi es were born, against 160,000 in 1994 and 183,000 in 1990. The birth rate
has fallen from26.3 to 19.4 per thousand, a decrease of 26 per cent. Births
anong the urban popul ation have fallen from22.9 to 17.3 per thousand, a

25 per cent decrease; in rural areas, they have fallen from30.1 to

22.0 per thousand, a decrease of 27 per cent.

9. The death rate has a clear influence upon the change in the nunbers of

i nhabitants. For many years, Azerbaijan was characterized by a | ow and stabl e
death rate. During the 1990s, however, as a result of Arnmenia's war of
aggressi on agai nst Azerbaijan, deaths have increased significantly, reaching
7.4 per thousand in 1994 conpared with 6.1 per thousand in 1990. Thanks to
efforts and nmeasures by the country's | eadership, hostilities ceased for al nost
two years; that was one of the causes of the decrease in deaths in 1995 and
1996. The death rate in rural areas is 5 per cent higher than anong the urban
popul ation. Overall, there are 1.3 tinmes as nany deat hs anpbng nen than anong
womren.

10. The death rate is one of the major factors affecting average life
expectancy, which fell to 68.5 years in 1995 (63.4 for nmen, 73.5 for wonen).

The corresponding figures for 1990 were 71.1, 67.0 and 74.8 respectively. The
figures for age distribution in 1995 were as follows: the proportion of
children and adol escents (aged between 0 and 15 years) had undergone a m ni nal
increase, from35.0 to 35.1 per cent; in contrast, the main popul ati on group of
wor ki ng age had decreased from54.8 to 53.9 per cent. The nunber of people of
pensi onabl e age had increased from10.2 to 11.0 per cent. |n other words, an
ageing process is seen to be taking place. The average age anong the popul ation
as a whole is 27.

11. The nost distressing issue is that of infant nortality. The death rate
anmong children aged | ess than one year is one of the nost topical questions in
the country's denographi ¢ devel opment. Al though in recent years there has been

an inprovenent in the infant nortality figure, it is still high in conparison
with those for the States fornerly part of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and other countries. In 1995, there were 3,486 deaths anpng children

aged | ess than one year, which is 7 per cent of the figure for the popul ation as
a whole. Deaths anpong children were 17 per cent fewer than in 1994, but the
infant nortality rate fell by 10 per cent, to 22.6 per thousand. The decrease
ininfant nortality over the past two years was closely linked to the

consi derabl e reduction in the birth rate over the same peri od.

12. Maternal nortality has risen sharply in recent years, and is a significant
conponent of the overall death rate. |n 1995, the figure was 44.6 per 100, 000
births, which is five tines nore than the corresponding figure for 1990, and

2 per cent higher than that for 1994,

13. In 1995, despite the neasures taken to rebuild the Republic's econony, it
was neverthel ess not possible to inprove on the soci 0o-econom ¢ situation which

l...
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had existed in previous years. Production figures fell in all the main sectors
of the econony. At the same tinme, beginning in the second half of the past

year, a significant reduction in the shortfall of industrial output was
achieved, and retail commdity circulation increased by 3 per cent conpared with
1994. In 1995, the country's social donestic product was 10.7 thousand billion
manat and its net material product was 8.3 thousand billion nmanat, a fall of
17.2 per cent and 16 per cent respectively conpared with the previous year. The
vol une of industrial production fell by 21.4 per cent during the period under
consi deration. The disruption of econonmic relations with the countries of the
Comonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S), difficulties in banking operations,
the closure of the northern railway, constantly rising prices, the |ack of
nmarkets, the shortage of raw and other materials, physical wear and tear on and
obsol escence of fixed productive capital, and inefficient use of available
productive capital were the main reasons for the fall in industrial production
in Azerbaijan. Oang to increased production of crops and |ivestock on
privately owned farns, the overall volune of agricultural production was

95 per cent of the 1994 figure. As a result of the economc reforns which are
bei ng i npl enented, there has been a substantial change in the structure of

i ncone distribution anmong the population. This is due, firstly to a significant
growth in income fromentrepreneurial activities and fromproperty, and also to
a fall in the proportion of income in the formof wages, from80 per cent in the
pre-reformperiod to 33 per cent in Decenber 1995. The econonic reforns have
also led to a pronounced stratification of society on the basis of nmaterial
income, to increased differentiation, and to a rise in incone differences
between rich and poor. In January 1996, the purchasing power of the popul ation
was 10.2 tinmes lower than its relatively stable level in 1988. |n 1995, average
i ncone per person for 62.5 per cent of the population was | ower than the average
wage for the Republic (58.8 thousand nmanat). Experts at the Wirld Bank, having
studi ed the conposition of our basket of commodities, considered that it had
been overval ued by a factor of three, but even if that is so and it is valued at
86, 000 nanat, 85 per cent of the popul ation remains bel ow the poverty line. The
country's already serious situation is worsened by the presence of huge nunbers
of refugees and forcibly displaced persons who have abandoned their permanent
homes as a result of Arnenia's armed aggression agai nst Azerbaijan

B. Consequences of Arnenia's arnmed agdression agai nst Azerbaijan

14. The mlitary activities against Azerbaijan were preceded by
unconstitutional activities by separatist groups supported from outside the
country in the Nagorny Karabakh region of Azerbaijan; those activities devel oped
agai nst the background of decisions by the Arnmenian authorities which were
contrary to international law. The nost well known of those decisions was the
adopti on by the Armeni an parliament on 1 Decenber 1989 of the resolution on the
reuni fication of the Arneni an SSR and Nagorny Karabakh. The declaration on
Armeni an sovereignty of 23 August 1990 also clained that a part of the territory
of another State - the Nagorny Karabakh region of Azerbaijan - was an integra
part of the Republic of Arnenia. Those decisions of the parlianment of Arnenia
were inplemented by its armed forces, with w despread use of nercenary gangs and
an abrupt escalation of terrorist activities by the Arnmenian secret service and
terrorist organi zati ons agai nst sovereign Azerbaijan, for the purpose of
forcibly depriving it of part of its historical territory.
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15. Full-scale mlitary activities began in late 1991 and early 1992, when
Armeni an arnmed units began conbat operations in the Nagorny Karabakh region of
Azer bai jan, using the nobst nodern weapons systens. From May 1992, the conflict
overfl owed the boundaries of the former Nagorny Karabakh Aut ononous Regi on
spreading to other parts of Azerbaijan.

16. As a result of nmore than seven years of ongoing war, approximtely

20 per cent of the entire territory of Azerbaijan, conprising Nagorny Karabakh
and an area four tines bigger than that region, has been occupi ed and held by
the Armenian armed forces

17. A chronological list of the seizure of Azerbaijani towns and districts
follows: 28 February 1992, Khojaly; 8 May, Shusha; 18 My, Lachin

3 April 1993, Kel bajar; 28 June, Agdere; 23 July, Agdam 23 August, Fizuli

26 August, Djebrail; 31 Septenber, Kubatly; 28 Cctober, Zangel an and Goradi z.

18. It should also be noted in particular that the Agdere and Agdamdistricts
of Azerbaijan were seized by Arnenian arned forces follow ng the adoption of
Security Council resolution 822 (1993) of 30 April 1993, which condemmed the
occupation of the Kel bajar district; the Fizuli district was seized after the
adoption of Security Council resolution 853 (1993) of 29 July 1993 condemi ng
the seizure of the Agdamdistrict; and the Djebrail and Kubatly districts were
sei zed after the adoption of Security Council resolution 874 (1993) of

14 Cctober 1993. In its resolution 884 (1993) of 11 Novenber 1993, the Counci
condemed t he occupation of the Zangelan district and the city of Coradiz,
attacks on civilians and bonbardnments of the territory of the Azerbaijan
Republic. In all the above-nentioned resolutions, the Council underscored
respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the
borders of the Azerbaijani Republic, and the inadm ssibility of using force to
acquire territory. It also demanded the i medi ate cessati on of arned
hostilities and hostile acts, and the i medi ate, conplete and unconditiona

wi thdrawal of all occupying forces fromthe occupi ed areas of Azerbaij an.
Despite the unequivocal demands of the Security Council, the Republic of Arnmenia
is today still holding on to occupied Azerbaijani territory and increasing its
mlitary presence there.

19. As aresult of the aggression and ethnic cleansing of Azerbaijanis fromthe
territory of Armenia proper and the occupi ed areas of Azerbaijan, there are
currently over 1 mllion refugees and di spl aced persons in Azerbaijan. G o0ss
human rights violations are being perpetrated agai nst Azerbaijani citizens,

t housands of whom mainly wonen, elderly persons and children, are being held
hostage in Armenia and the occupi ed areas of Azerbaijan and are conpelled to do
forced | abour; over 18,000 peopl e have di ed and over 50,000 have been wounded or
mai ned, while several thousand are missing. Civilian housing, State enterprises
and social facilities have been destroyed and burnt, and irreparabl e damage has
been inflicted on the environment. An extrenely serious humanitarian situation
has devel oped in Azerbaijan. Every year hundreds of elderly people, wonen and
children die in refugee canps as a result of diseases and epi demnics.

20. Since the start of the aggression, nore than 900 settl ements have been
| ooted and destroyed. Armenian aggression agai nst Azerbaijan and the
destruction of settlenments goes hand in hand with barbaric |ooting and renoval

l...
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of property and material assets from occupi ed Azerbaijani areas to Armenia. The
goods and material assets that are taken away are sold on to third countries and
the proceeds are used to continue funding the war.

21. During the course of the war, the Arnenian arned forces have |ooted 113, 000
dwel lings with a conbined floor space of nore than 9 mllion square netres. Al
the property fromthese buil dings has been renmoved. The total value of the
destroyed housing and the property renoved therefromanounts to tens of billions
of dollars.

22. It should also be borne in mnd that during the transition to a market
economny in the currently occupi ed areas and throughout Azerbaijan as a whol e,
the private sector underwent intensive devel opnent, with the establishnent of
smal | enterprises, cooperatives and private firnms which received | oans for fixed
and working capital. This property, too, was systematically carried off to
Arnmenia. The violent destruction by Arnmenia of the private sector in the
occupi ed areas constitutes a flagrant violation of citizens' economc rights and
freedomns.

23. The Arneni an occupi ers have taken an enornous quantity of State property
away to Arnenia. The occupied areas contained 173 industrial plants, 122
construction units and 3,225 trading outlets. According to sone estimates, the
annual production of the occupied areas (excluding the Nagorny Karabakh region)

amounted to $12.1 billion. The exploitation of these facilities by Armenia (and
t he subsequent export of their output to Arnenia) constitutes a significant blow
to the Azerbaijani econony. In addition to plants, factories, warehouses and

grain elevators, infrastructure such as roads, electricity stations and power
transm ssion |ines have been destroyed.

24, It nmust be noted that the occupied areas basically specialized in
agriculture. The occupi ed zone (excluding the Nagorny Karabakh region)
cont ai ned 90, 700 head of cattle (21,400 in the Nagorny Karabakh region), 349, 500
head of sheep (53,700 in Nagorny Karabakh), and 51, 800 goats (10,200 in Nagorny
Kar abakh). Azerbaijani refugees were able to bring at nost 10 per cent of this
livestock with them out of occupation; the remaining animals were systematically
shi pped off to Armenia. The occupi ed zone used to yield grain crops worth

$9.4 mllion, tobacco worth $2.3 million, cotton worth $1.3 nillion, potatoes
worth $150, 000, vegetabl es worth $224,000, berries worth $62,000, fruits worth
$63, 500, grapes worth $12,600, meat worth $5 million, mlk worth $2.3 nmillion,
wool worth $235, 000, and cocoons worth $181,000 (a total of $34 million). The
exploitation of these areas, together with the renoval of warehoused products,
therefore translates into an inpressive sum

25. A considerable quantity of agricultural machinery was left in the occupied
areas (crop harvesting vehicles, conbine harvesters, tractors), in addition to a
nunber of repair facilities and approxi mately 10,000 St ate-owned trucks and
passenger vehicles. Al this property has been shipped off to Arnenia in one
formor another by the Armeni an occupi ers.

26. Nor has the Armenian arny spared social facilities. The occupied zone
contained 3,647 facilities of a social or cultural nature (315 health
facilities, 799 schools, 288 kindergartens, 808 clubs, 927 libraries, 85 nusic

/...
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school s, 22 museuns, 4 theatres, 2 concert organizations, 4 art galleries, 268
ci nemas, and 10 parks of culture and rest). The equipnent in these facilities
has been renmpved al nost whol esal e to Arnenia or destroyed.

27. Irreparabl e damage has been done to the natural resources of the invaded
area. The area contains 260,000 hectares of category-1 woodl and which is not
subject to felling (an environnentally protected category). Aerial observation
reveal s that 20 per cent of these woodl ands are now actively being cut down and
transported to Arnmenia, which has led to a greater than 25 per cent increase in
erosi on processes affecting nore than 60 per cent of the occupied areas.
Furthernore, the areas occupied by Arnenia included two State reserves and three
State sanctuaries. Reports have been received that the State sanctuary in

Kel baj ar district, conprising 968 hectares of natural Constantinople hazel woods
whi ch were on the Azerbaijani |ist of endangered flora, has been cut back by

50 per cent. In the animal kingdom the nunbers of val uabl e speci es have been
hal ved. Their pelts and hides are being vigorously exported to Arnenia.

28. Dozens of workable mneral deposits and industrial reserves are nowin the
Armeni an-control | ed occupi ed zone. Sone of these assets are now bei ng
voraciously exploited, and the rest are in danger of being plundered. Thus in
the territory of Kelbajar district, the Arnenians are intensively working the
Azerbaijani portion of the Zod gold ore deposit which contains over 70 per cent
of the industrial gold reserves in that deposit. Between 1976 and 1990, a total
of 27.6 tons of gold were mined fromthe deposit, including its Azerbaijan

part. The rapacious mning of the deposit was stepped up after the seizure of
Kel bajar district, and it currently yields 1.5 to 2 tons of gold annually.

29. The uni que mneral and nedicinal springs at Istisu, which prior to the
Armeni an invasion forned the nucleus of a noted spa and resort conplex and a
m neral water bottling plant, have been exploited ruthlessly under Arnenian
occupation, with enornous quantities of water being exported to Armenia. The
factory used to produce 25 mllion bottles of water a year

30. In addition, two gold deposits, four nercury deposits, one antinony
deposit, two chromte deposits, and inportant deposits of high-quality facing
and construction materials, perlite, obsidian and conmercial decorative and

sem -preci ous stones are in danger of being voraciously plundered. In the
Lachin district two nercury deposits, one chromte deposit, two vermculite
deposits, three deposits of high-quality decorative narble and gabbro, a nunber
of deposits of construction materials, and uni que mneral and medicinal springs
have been captured; the sanme fate has befallen two deposits of facing travertine
and marbl e, a nunmber of deposits of construction materials, and uni que mnera
and medicinal springs in the Kubatly district; two deposits of facing travertine
and marbl e and a nunber of deposits of highly artistic comrercial facing stones
in the Kubatly district; and one gold deposit, inportant narble deposits, unique
reserves of chemical raw materials, and five deposits of various natura
construction materials in the Zangel an district.

31. The 11 deposits of wall stones, construction sand, gypsumcl ay-sand

m xture, building stones, gravel-sand m xture and other deposits in the D ebrai
and Fizuli districts, some of which were worked prior to the occupation, have
been turned into a source of raw material supplies for the needs of the Republic

l...
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of Armenia. The plundering and removal to Arnenia of these materials is taking
pl ace on the pretext that it is necessary to provide for the national econony of
the former Nagorny Karabakh Aut ononous Regi on, which has all egedly been ruined,
whereas that territory al one possesses five deposits of facing materials, three
deposits of sawabl e stone, two deposits of building stone, four deposits of
gravel -sand m xture, and one |ead and zinc deposit, one copper deposit, and one
gol d deposit. The reserves contained in sone of these deposits used to be
intensively mned and basically net all the requirenents of the fornmer

aut ononous region; they were even supplied to other regions, including Arnenia.
According to information received, Arnenia is now freely renoving the gol d-
bearing ores of the Kyzylbulag deposit fromthe Agdere district to its own
processi ng pl ants.

32. It should be added that, as a result of escal ating aggression and the
occupation of nore and nore Azerbaijani territory, the scale of the econonic
danage that is being inflicted continues to increase. This damage is manifested
in the destruction and renmoval to destinations outside the republic of property,
materi al assets and mneral and raw material resources fromthe Azerbaijan

areas captured by Arnenia.

33. The occupiers' vandalismis strikingly confirnmed by the war they have

decl ared on the Azerbaijani cultural legacy in the captured areas, where uni que
cultural, historical and architectural sites have been wholly or partly
destroyed. |In addition, a significant nunber of paintings and scul ptures,
costly ornanents, jewellery and val uabl e manuscripts - nmuseum exhibits and itens
fromprivate collections alike - have been carried off to Arnmenia by the

i nvaders as so-call ed trophies.

34. The Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Azerbaijani Republic delivered a
report to the twenty-seventh session of the General Conference of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO) in Paris in
Novenber 1993 regarding the fate of denolished monunments and pl undered assets.
A UNESCO mission arrived in Azerbaijan in Novenber 1994 to ascertain the extent
to which educational, cultural and architectural sites have been preserved in
the area occupied by the armed forces of the Republic of Arnenia. This m ssion
confirnmed that serious damage had been inflicted on educational establishments
and the Azerbaijani cultural legacy as a result of the war. The nmuseum of stone
nonunents in the Zangel an district and the museum of the history of the city of
Shusha are still being destroyed under the occupation. The Kel bajar regiona

hi storical museum which housed rare historical exhibits, artifacts nade of
gold, silver and precious stones, hand-nade carpets and other valuable itens,
has been conpl etely destroyed. The house and nmuseum commenorating the mnusica
and social figure Uzeir Hajjibekov, the founder of the first opera in the

I slami c East (1908), is threatened with extinction

35. Statues of Uzeir Hajjibekov, the well-known poet and vizier (prinme
mnister) of the Azerbaijani Karabakh khanate Vagif, the poetess and rul er of

t he Karabakh khanat e Khurshi d-Banu Natavan, and the outstanding La Scal a-trai ned
tenor Bul bul have been destroyed or nutilated. Many thousands of rare printed
itens and pricel ess nanuscripts have been destroyed in | ooted and razed
libraries. Nor have the 20th century Vandal s spared the costly decorations in
pal aces of culture and four State theatres.
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36. The Arneni an aggression agai nst Azerbaijan and its destructive consequences
are the principal factors and difficulties affecting the fulfilment of
obligations under the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scrim nation agai nst \Wnen.

C. General political franmework

37. The Constitutional Act of State |ndependence of the Azerbaijani Republic
states that: "On 28 May 1918, the National Council of the Azerbaijani Republic
adopted a Decl arati on of Independence, thereby resum ng the centuries-old

traditions of the statehood of the Azerbaijani people". The Azerbaijan
Republ i c, enmbodyi ng absolute State power in its territory, pursued an
i ndependent foreign and donestic policy. Institutions characteristic of an

i ndependent State were established and began to function - the parlianent,
government, armnmy and financial system of the Azerbaijani Republic. The
Azer bai jani Republic was recognized by a nunber of foreign States and
established diplomatic relations with them But on 27-28 April 1920, the
Russi an Sovi et Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR) flagrantly violated
international |egal norms by sending units of its arned forces into Azerbaijan
wi thout a declaration of war and, once it had occupied the territory of the
soverei gn Azerbaijani Republic, violently overthrew the legitimately el ected
organs of power and put an end to the independence that had been achi eved at
tremendous cost by the Azerbaijani people.

38. The Treaty on the Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of
30 Decenber 1922 served to consolidate this annexation

39. The outcone of the Azerbaijani people's struggle for State i ndependence was
t he adoption on 30 August 1991 by the Suprene Soviet of the Azerbaijani Republic
of the Declaration on the Restoration of the State |Independence of the
Azerbaijani Republic and the Constitutional Act of State |Independence of the
Azerbaijani Republic on 18 Cctober 1991

40. Article 1 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic of

12 Novenber 1995 states that "The people of Azerbaijan are the sol e source of
State power in the Azerbaijani Republic", and article 7 enphasizes that "The
Azerbaijani State is a denocratic, rule-of-law, secular, unitary republic".

41. State power in the Azerbaijani Republic is limted in internal matters only
by the law, and in foreign affairs only by provisions arising out of
international agreenments to which the Azerbaijani Republic is a Party.

42. State power in the Azerbaijani Republic is organized on the basis of the
principle of separation of powers: |egislative power is exercised by the MIIi
Majlis (Parlianment) of the Azerbaijani Republic; executive power is vested in
the President of the Azerbaijani Republic; and judicial power is exercised by
the courts of the Azerbaijani Republic.



CEDAW C/ AZE/ 1

Engl i sh
Page 11
D. General legal framework guaranteeing protection
of human rights
1. GCeneral legislative franmework
43. In this section of the report, the Government of the Azerbaijani Republic

presents for consideration the general |egislative framework providing for the
protection of human rights.

44. Article 19 of the "Constitutional Act on State |ndependence of the Republic
of Azerbaijan" states:

"All the citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan enjoy equal rights and
obligations according to the law. The Republic of Azerbaijan, subscribing
to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Final Act of the Helsink
Conference, and other generally recogni zed international |egal docunents,
ensures the enjoynent and free exercise of all the rights and freedons
provided therein, irrespective of sex, racial or ethnic affiliation,
religion, social origin, political convictions and other circunstances."

45. Chapter 11l of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic is devoted to
the basic human and civil rights and freedons. |Its main articles are set forth
bel ow:

"Article 24. WMuin principles of human and civil rights
and freedons

"Everyone, frombirth, enjoys inviolable, undeniable and inalienable
rights and freedons.

"Rights and freedons al so include the responsibility and obligations
of everyone to society and other individuals."”

"Article 25. Right to Equality

"I. Everyone is equal before the law and the court.
"I'l.  Men and women have equal rights and freedons.

"I'll. The State guarantees everyone equal rights and freedons
irrespective of race, ethnicity, religion, |anguage, sex, origin, property
situation, social status, convictions, and nenbership in political parties,
trade uni ons and ot her social organizations. Limtations on human and
civil rights and freedons on grounds of racial, ethnic, religious or
linguistic affiliation, sex, convictions, and political or socia
affiliations are prohibited."

46. Articles 27-70 specify the basic rights and freedons enjoyed by citizens of
the Azerbaijani Republic: right tolife, right to freedom right to property,
personal inviolability, inviolability of residence, right to nmarriage, right to

/...
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work, right to strike, right to live in a healthy environment, freedom of
t hought and speech, freedom of conscience, freedom of information, freedom of
assenbly, et cetera.

47. The proclamation of these rights and freedons in the Constitution nmeans
that their applicability stens direct fromthe basic |law of the country, and
that strengthens the guarantees of their protection

48. The national |egislation prohibits and severely punishes failure to observe
the human rights and freedons covered in the Constitution. Thus, in the
Crimnal Code, an entire chapter deals with crines against the political and

| abour rights of citizens, in articles reflecting the crimnal-law penalties for
i npedi ng the observance of equal rights for wonen (article 131), breaches of the
inviolability of the residence of citizens (article 132), violation of the right
to privacy of correspondence, tel ephone conversations and tel egraphi c nessages
(article 133), interference with the exercise of the right to vote

(article 134), forgery of ballots, irregularities in counting of votes or
violation of the secrecy of the ballot (article 135), breaches of |abour

| egislation (article 136), violation of the enploynent rights of pregnant wonen
or nursing nothers (article 138), victimzation of citizens for whistle-blow ng
(article 138.1), violation of the right to belong to a professional association
(article 139), violation of authors' and artists' rights (article 140) and
preventing the conduct of religious services (article 142).

49. Mreover, the Crimnal Code contains a nunber of provisions relating to
puni shmrent for infringenent or attenpted infringement of the physica
inviolability of the person (Chapter 3: Crines agai nst persons) and al so crines
agai nst personal property of citizens (Chapter 5).

50. Protection of human rights is stipulated by nmeans of various fundanental

| egal docunments and | aws on various subjects, for instance: the Criminal Code,
the Code of Crim nal Procedure, the Ctizenship Code, the Code of G vi
Procedure, the Labour Reform Code, the Land Use Code, and the Acts on Freedom of
Belief, the Mass Information Media, Political Parties, Professiona

Associ ations, Ctizenship, Property, Education and others.

2. Judicial adm nistrative and other conpetent bodies with
jurisdiction over human rights

The judicial system

51. In accordance with article 125 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijan
Republ i c:

"I. Only the courts exercise judicial power in the Azerbaijan
Republ i ¢ by dispensing justice.

"I'l. Judicial power is exercised by the Constitutional Court of the
Azer baijani Republic, the Suprenme Court of the Azerbaijani Republic, the
Economi ¢ Court of the Azerbaijani Republic, and the general and specialized
courts of the Azerbaijani Republic."
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52. The courts of the Azerbaijani Republic are: The Suprene Court of the
Azer bai jani Republic, the Supreme Court of the Nachevan Autonomous Republic, the
Baku Muni ci pal Court, regional and municipal people's courts, mlitary tribunals
and the Econonmic Court of the Azerbaijani Republic.

53. The Constitutional Court provided for in the Constitution has not yet been
established. A bill on the establishment of the Constitutional Court is
currently under consideration in the relevant standing conmttees of the
Azerbaijani Parlianent.

54. The organi zational structure and procedure of the courts of the Azerbaijan
Republic are specified in the Act on the Judicial Systemof the Azerbaijan
Republic of 26 June 1990.

55. That Act specifies the functions of the courts, which, in dispensing
justice, are required to protect against any infringement the social order
enshrined in the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic, its political and
econom ¢ system sovereignty, the political and individual rights and freedons
of citizens proclained in and guaranteed by the Constitution and | aws of the
Azerbaijani Republic, and the rights and legal interests of enterprises,
institutions and organi zations and their associations and of socia
organi zati ons.

56. Al court activity is directed towards conprehensively strengthening a
State ruled by law, legitimacy and the | egal order, consolidating the principle
of social justice, ensuring denocratization and the further devel opnent of self-
governnent, and educating citizens in the spirit of exact and unwaveri ng
application of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic and the | ans
established in accordance therewith, and of respect for the rights, honour and
dignity of citizens (article 3).

57. The Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic enshrines the principle of the
i ndependence of the court system Judges are independent, subject only to the
Constitution and | aws of the Azerbaijani Republic, and irrenovable during their
termof office. Direct or indirect restriction of |egal proceedings by anyone
for any reason, illegal influence, threats and interference are prohibited. The
systemof justice is based on equal rights of citizens before the | aw and the
court. Everyone has the right to counsel at all stages of court proceedings.
Justice is based on the principle of the presunption of innocence (article 127).

58. In accordance with the Act on the Judicial Systemof the Azerbaijan
Republic, justice in the Azerbaijani Republic is dispensed through hearing and
settlenent in court sessions of civil cases relating to the protection of the
rights and lawful interests of citizens, enterprises, institutions and

organi zations, and hearing in court sessions of crimnal cases, determnation of
the guilt of defendants and application of the penalties established by law to
persons found guilty of committing a crine, or acquittal of those found innocent
(article 4).

59. The regional (municipal) people's courts (people's judges) and the judges
for adm nistrative and executive matters and appointed to these courts are
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responsi ble for hearing cases relating to adm nistrative offences assigned to
their jurisdiction by the legislation of the Azerbaijani Republic.

Admi ni strative organs

60. The head of the Azerbaijani State is the President of the Azerbaijan
Republic. He represents the State within the country and abroad (article 8).

61. Executive power in the Azerbaijani Republic rests with the President of the
Republic (article 99).

62. For the purpose of organizing the work of the executive branch, the

Presi dent of the Azerbaijani Republic forms a Cabinet of Mnisters, the highest
organ of the executive power of the President of the Republic. The Cabinet of
Mnisters is subject to the President and accountable to him The order of
busi ness of the Cabinet is established by the President (article 114).

63. The Cabinet of Mnisters consists of the Prime Mnister of the Republic,
his deputies, mnisters and heads of other central organs of executive power
(article 115).

64. Local executive power is exercised by the heads of executive power. The
heads of executive power are appointed to their positions and renoved by the
President of the Republic. The jurisdiction of the |ocal executive power is
determ ned by the President (article 124).

65. The O fice of the Public Prosecutor of the Azerbaijani Republic, in the
manner prescribed by | aw, oversees the accurate and uniform execution and
application of laws, orders investigations in the cases specified by |aw,
conducts the governnent prosecution in the courts, brings suits in court and
rai ses objections to court decisions. The Ofice of the Public Prosecutor is a
single centralized organ based on subordination of territorial and specialized
prosecutors to the Procurator-General of the Azerbaijani Republic. The
Procurator-Ceneral of the Azerbaijani Republic is appointed to office and
removed fromoffice by the President of the Republic (article 133).

3. Methods of legal protection

66. Al residents of the Azerbaijani Republic who have suffered a violation of
one of their fundamental rights have at their disposal a full range of different
met hods to resolve the situation, irrespective of whether the right was violated
by individuals or as a result of the actions of a State offici al

67. Article 59 of the Code of Crimnal Procedure states that the victim that
is to say the individual who, as a result of the violation, suffered noral or
physi cal harm or property damage, and his representative, have the right to:
submt evidence, file petitions, be informed of all the particulars fromthe
nonent the prelimnary investigation begins, participate in the court

exam nati on, |odge challenges, and file conplaints against the actions of the
person conducting the inquiry, the investigating officer, the prosecutor or
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court, as well as against the sentence or the court's findings and the rulings
of people's judges.

68. A person suffering material harmfroma crinme has the right, in the course
of crimnal proceedings, to file against the accused or the persons bearing
material responsibility for the actions of the accused a civil suit, which wll
be tried jointly with the crimnal case (article 51).

69. The grounds for instituting crimnal proceedings are:
(a) A statenment by a citizen;
(b) A report froma trade union or other social organization
(c) A report of a conpany, institution or organization or of an official
(d) A report published in the press;
(e) An admission of guilt;

(f) Immediate discovery by the prosecutor, investigator, body of inquiry
or court of circunstances indicating that a crine has been commtted
(article 104).

70. The defendant or his counsel and | egal representative, and al so the
plaintiff and his |egal representative, have the right to appeal any unlawful or
unf ounded verdi ct, regardl ess of who conducted the prosecution in the court of
first instance. The plaintiff and defendant in a civil suit and their
representati ves have the right to appeal a verdict insofar as it relates to the
civil suit. An individual acquitted by the court has the right to appea

i nsofar as the notives and grounds for the acquittal are concerned

(article 344).

4, Oher neasures applied for purposes of ensuring application
of the provisions of the Convention

71. Athough the legal systemin force in our country makes provision for
ensuring conpliance by the authorities with the provisions of various human
rights instrunents as they becone incorporated into national |egislation and

adm ni strative regul ations, every tine the Parlianent of the Republic adopts an
i nstrument of accession to any given international |egal instrunent, the highest
| egislative organ in the country gives specific instructions to the rel evant
State departnents on measures to be taken to bring the necessary |egislation and
regul ati ons of the Azerbaijani Republic into line with the internationa

i nstrunent.

E. Information and publicity

72. Azerbaijani wonen play a leading role in the society of sovereign
Azerbaijan. Endowed by nature with analytical mnds, fortitude and ki ndness,
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they not only fulfil their assigned duties with distinction, but confidently
rai se and solve difficult problens of scientific and technical progress.

73. The nmulti-faceted interests of wonen in general are widely covered in the
mass nmedia. The follow ng publications covering the role of wonmen in society in
general have been registered with the Mnistry of Information and the Press:

t he newspapers "Ana", "Kadyn Dunyasy" and "Kadyn ve |stedad", and the magazi nes
"Azerbaijan Kadyny", "Hanum', "Aile" and "Jeila". A nunber of wonmen's clubs are
in operation: "Ashyg Peri", "Mjlisi", "Saadat", "Sevil", "Tarana", "Household
Managenent" and others. In 1995 for the first tine in the Republic a contest
for wonen story-tellers was held.

74. Specialized thematic and conmenorative eveni ngs for wonen and evening
neetings with fanous wonen of the Republic are held regularly.

75. In order to dissemnate the cultural heritage, festivals, shows, contests,
exhibits and other events reflecting the culture, famly traditions and role of
wonmen in the social and economic life of the Republic are organized.

Article 2.5 of the Act "On Citizenship in the Azerbaijani SSR' al so grants equa
rights and freedons to men and wonen

[11. 1 NFORMATI ON ON | NDI VI DUAL ARTI CLES OF THE CONVENTI ON

Articles 1-4

76. Article 25 of the Constitution defines the right to equality. Men and
worren enj oy equal rights and freedons. The State guarantees the equality of
rights and freedons of everyone irrespective of sex. Limtation of human and
civil rights and freedons on grounds of sex is prohibited.

77. Article 19 of the Constitutional Act on the State | ndependence of the
Azerbaijani Republic [text m ssing]

78. The Act on Enpl oynent of the Popul ation of the Azerbaijani Republic
i ncludes the principle of equality between nmen and wonen in the exercise of the
right to work and to free choice of enpl oynent.

79. Under article 131 of the Crimnal Code of the Republic, actions which
prevent wonen from participating in public social and cultural activities, thus
significantly violating the equal rights of wonen, are subject to crimna
penalties if they are associated with the use or threat of use of force.

80. Provisions on the maternal status of wonen and on relations between famly
nenbers are contained in articles 3, 4, 5, 21, 23 and 66 of the Marriage and
Fam |y Code of the Azerbaijani Republic.

81. Measures for the protection of wonen who have been subjected to viol ence
are contained in articles 109, 110, 116 and 128 of the Crimnal Code of the
Azerbaijani Republic. On 15 April 1995, article 22 of this |law was anended to
abol i sh the death penalty for wonen
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82. Measures for the social protection of the famly, including large famlies
with children under 16 years of age, are contained in the Labour Code, the Act
on Paid Leave, the Act on Citizens' Pension Insurance, the Act on Enpl oynent of
t he Popul ati on of the Azerbaijani Republic, the Act on State Policy towards
Youth and other |aws containing neasures for the social protection of famlies
who have suffered as a result of exceptional circunstances.

83. As well as in laws, provisions relating to the social protection of
famlies are contained in the decrees issued by the President of the Azerbaijan
Republic and the resol utions adopted by the Cabinet of Mnisters of the
Republi c.

Article 5

84. (Questions relating to the rights and responsibilities of parents with
regard to the upbringing and devel opnent of their children are dealt with in
articles 66, 67, 68 and 69 of the Marriage and Fanily Code of the Azerbaij ani
Republic, which stipulate that the father and the nother have equal rights and
responsibilities with regard to their children

85. Parents have equal rights and responsibilities with regard to their
children even if their marriage is dissolved (article 66).

86. Parents are required to bring up their children, ensure their physica
devel opnent and education, prepare themfor socially useful work and raise them
as val uabl e menbers of society (article 67).

87. Parental rights may not be exercised in a nanner contrary to the interests
of the child (article 68).

88. One or both parents may |lose their parental rights if it is determ ned that
they neglect their responsibilities for the upbringing of their children or
abuse their parental rights, behave cruelly towards their children, exert a bad
i nfluence on their children through anmoral or antisocial conduct, or are chronic
al coholics or drug abusers (article 74).

Article 6

89. The national legislation of the Republic establishes crimnal liability for
violation of the rights of wonen.

90. Article 215 of the Cimnal Code provides that individuals who involve
mnors in crimnal activities, including prostitution, are liable to crimna
char ges.

91. Article 229 of the Code provides that individuals who naintain houses of
prostitution, procure wonmen for prostitution or recruit wonen for the same
purpose are liable to crimnal charges
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92. The organs of internal affairs of the Republic, in close cooperation with
the departnments of health, culture, education, |abour collectives and socia
organi zati ons, have adopted a set of precautionary and preventive measures ai ned
at eradicating the causes and conditions which contribute to the spread of
prostitution and of the associated procurenent and mai nt enance of houses for the
pur pose of exploitation of prostitution of wonen.

93. Notwithstanding the neasures taken, this social evil continues to take
place in the context of the economc difficulties of the transitional period,

t he unenpl oynment whi ch acconpanies it, and the huge nunber of refugees from
occupi ed regions of the Republic. |Individuals, taking advantage of the poverty-
stricken situation of certain segments of the population, are setting up houses
of prostitution, where they exploit wonmen for nmercenary notives.

94. The organs of internal affairs of the Republic are nmaking determ ned
efforts to bring such individuals to justice. In 1995 and the first half of
1996, 26 crimnal cases were instituted on charges of naintaining houses of
prostitution, procuring wonen for prostitution and recruiting wormen for the
purpose of material gain, and the perpetrators were brought to trial.

Article 7

95. Cuarantees of the right of wonmen to participate in governnent and of their
el ectoral rights have been reflected in the legislative enactnments of the
Republ i c.

96. Article 55 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic stipulates the
right of all of the country's citizens, including wonen, to participate in
government. They have the right to serve on government bodies.

97. Article 56 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic stipulates the
right of all of the country's citizens to elect and be el ected to governnent
bodi es and to participate in referenduns.

98. CQuarantees of the right of wonen to participate in governnent affairs are
al so contained in the Act on Elections to the MIIi Mjlis of the Azerbaij ani
Republic and the Act on the El ection of the President of the Republic.

99. In 1994 wonen constituted one third of the enployees of the State and
econom ¢ nmachi nery of the Republic.

Article 8

100. There are 15 wonen working in enbassies, including 1 anbassador
1 counsellor, 5 attachés and 8 technical staff.
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Article 9

101. Under article 5 of the Act on Nationality of the Azerbaijani Soviet
Socialist Republic, the marriage of a male or fermale citizen of the Azerbaij ani
SSR to an alien or a statel ess person, or the dissolution of such a marri age,
does not change the nationality of the spouses. A change in the nationality of
one spouse does not change the nationality of the other spouse. Questions
relating to the nationality of the children are considered in articles 13 to 15
of the aforesaid Act.

Article 10

102. In accordance with article 42 of the Constitution, nen and wonen have the
same rights to education. The State guarantees free and conpul sory genera
secondary education

103. Article 3 of the Education Act also stipulates that citizens are guaranteed
the right to education regardl ess of sex. At all levels of the school system
education is provided on issues relating to equality between nmen and wonen;
speci al enphasis is placed on ensuring that teaching aids and textbooks do not
reflect discrimnatory attitudes vis-a-vis either sex.

104. The basis of all education, its foundation, is the general-education
school. At the start of the 1995-1996 acadeni c year, there were 4,480 State-run
gener al - educati on day school s providi ng general education to 1,483,500 children
of whom 50.8 per cent were girls. In addition to these establishnments, schools
affording intensive study of various subjects are becom ng wi despread. The
educational system al so includes boarding schools for children whose famlies
are unabl e to provide for their upbringing and education, and special school s,

cl asses, groups and honme study for physically imature and nentally retarded
children.

105. Grls constitute 61 per cent and 45 per cent, respectively, of the 30,500
pupils in establishments of technical secondary education and the 86, 300
students in establishments of higher education

106. Forty per cent of scientific workers, one of every 10 doctors of science
and nearly one of every three masters of science are fenale.

107. Schol arshi ps are awarded in equal proportions to students in establishments
of hi gher education, special secondary education and vocational and technica
education, regardless of their sex.

Article 11

108. Since 1992, the Azerbaijani Republic has been a nmenber of the Internationa
Labour Organization (1LO and has ratified 55 I LO conventions, several of which
contain |legal provisions relating to wonen in the field of |abour and

enpl oyment. These are the follow ng: Convention No. 45 concerning the

Enpl oyment of Wonmen on Underground Work in Mnes of Al Kinds, Convention

No. 100 concerni ng Equal Remuneration for Men and Wonen Workers for Wrk of
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Equal Val ue, Convention No. 103 concerning Maternity Protection and Convention
No. 111 concerning Discrimnation in Respect of Enploynment and Gccupation

109. Article 35 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic stipulates that
everyone has the right to free choice of profession, enploynent and workplace in
accordance with his or her capacity to work. Everyone has the right to work
under safe and heal thful conditions, and to be renunerated for such work at not
| ess than the mninmum pay rate established by the Governnent, w thout any

di scrimnation. These rights which wonmen enjoy have al so been reflected in
other legislation of the Republic. As confirmation of the above, it should be
noted that there are no sectors to which wonen have not contributed their

l abour. In 1994, over 780,000 wonen, or 45 per cent of the total work force,
were enpl oyed in sectors of the Azerbaijani econony. The proportion of wonen
workers in health care, social welfare, popul ar education and cul ture remnains
hi gh (65 per cent to 72 per cent).

110. Article 83 of the Labour Code of the Azerbaijani Republic provides that the
| abour of manual and clerical workers shall be renunerated in accordance wth
its quantity and quality and prohibits any reduction in pay rates on the basis
of sex. Wth regard to | abour protection, working hours, paid | eave and a
nunber of other working conditions, wonen enjoy certain benefits, which are laid
down in the section entitled "Wnen and work" of the aforesaid Code

(articles 173-190).

111. Under these articles of the Code:

(a) It is prohibited to refuse to enploy wonen or to reduce their pay on
the grounds that they are pregnant or have children under three years of age
(under 14 years of age in the case of single nothers);

(b) The dismissal, on the initiative of managenent, of pregnant wonen or
women who have children under three years of age (14 years of age in the case of
single mothers) is prohibited, except in the case of total |iquidation of the
enterprise, when it is permtted subject to nandatory redepl oynment;

(c) It is prohibited to assign wonen to heavy | abour, work involving
harnful conditions, and underground work, with the exception of certain types of
under gr ound wor k;

(d) It is prohibited for wonmen to carry or nove |oads in excess of the
limts prescribed for them

(e) It is prohibited to recruit pregnant wonen and wonen who have chil dren
under three years of age to work at night, overtine and on holidays, and to send
t hem on m ssion;

(f) Wonmen who have children from3 to 14 years of age nay not be recruited
for overtine work or sent on mission without their consent;

(g) Productivity and performance standards are | owered for pregnant wonen,
on the recomendati on of a physician, or they are transferred to other, easier
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j obs not subject to unfavourable factors of production, wth maintenance of
their average earnings in their forner jobs;

(h) Wdnmen who have children under one and a half years of age are given
breaks in addition to the usual rest and neal periods, which are paid at the
rate of their average earnings, in order to nurse their children

(i) At the request of wonmen who are pregnant, have children under 14 years
of age or are caring for a sick relative, and on the recommendati on of a
physi ci an, managenment is required to establish a partial working day or a
partial working week for them

(j) Wonmen are given pregnancy and maternity | eave for a period of 126
cal endar days (140 cal endar days in the case of difficult deliveries or the
birth of two or nore children).

112. Chapter |V of the Crimnal Code determ nes which actions are deened
crimnal in connection with violations of the |abour rights of citizens, and
establishes crimnal liability for the conm ssion of such crimes. Thus,
articles 136 and 138 of the Crimnal Code established crimnal liability on the
part of authorities for infringenent of the |abour laws and violation of the

| abour rights of pregnant wonen or nursing nothers. Article 22 of the Paid
Leave Act extends the periods of pregnancy and maternity |eave for wonen
enployed in agricultural production. The |eave period for women in this
category is from 140 to 180 cal endar days, depending on the difficulty of the
delivery. Wile on pregnancy and maternity | eave, wonen receive an allowance in
t he anount of 100 per cent of their average pay, regardless of |ength of
service

113. The Paid Leave Act of the Azerbaijani Republic, which entered into force on
1 Decenber 1994, provides for the establishment of nore favourable conditions
for working wonen by enabling themto conbine social production with child-

rai sing. Thus, working women with two children under 14 years of age are
granted additional |eave for a period of three cal endar days. In the case of
those caring for three or nore children in the same age group, such |eave

consi sts of six cal endar days. Follow ng pregnancy and maternity | eave, wonen
are granted | eave with part pay in order to care for their children up to the
age of three. During this period, wonen are paid a nonthly allowance. |If a
child is chronically ill, a woman is entitled, on the recomendati on of a

nedi cal advi sory board, to |l eave without pay until the child is four. Any other
working rel ative who has de facto responsibility for the care of a child is
equally entitled to |l eave. 1In 1995, 113,500 worki ng wonen were on |eave with
part pay in order to care for a child.

114. The Act on Enploynment of the Popul ation of the Azerbaijani Republic was
adopted in 1991. |In accordance with article 5 of that Act, State policy in the
area of enploynent is designed to:

(a) Ensure equal opportunities for all citizens living in the Republic,
regardl ess of their ethnic origin, gender, age, social situation, politica
beliefs and attitude to religion, in exercising their right to work and to free
choi ce of enpl oynent;
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(b) Respect the voluntary nature of work and the freedomof citizens to
choose their type of enploynent;

(c) Encourage enployers who are creating new jobs, especially for citizens
who particularly need social protection and are experiencing difficulties in
findi ng work.

The persons who particularly need social protection include single parents and
parents of many children, when the children they are raising are under the age
of majority, and wonen raising preschool or disabled children. |In accordance
with article 13 of the Enploynent Act, the State provides additional guarantees
for this category of citizens in finding work by creating additional jobs and
speci al i zed enterprises and organi zati ons and by organi zing training for them
under special programmes. Local authorities, with their own resources, through
the provision of tax concessions and from ot her sources, provide enterprises,
establ i shments and organi zati ons with the m ni mum nunber of special jobs to hire
citizens in this category.

115. Article 12 of the Act establishes guarantees for the inplenentation of the
right of citizens to work. In accordance with this article, the State
guarantees to all citizens, including wonen:

(a) Free choice of type of occupation, including enploynment under various
wor k schedul es, and | egal protection fromunjustified di sm ssal

(b) Assistance, free of charge, in selecting suitable work and in job
pl acenent ;

(c) Free training in a new occupation (specialized field) and refresher
training in the systemoperated by State enpl oynent service or through it in
ot her training bodies, with paynent of a stipend;

(d) Conmpensation in the case of being assigned to work in another locality
at the suggestion of the State enpl oynent service.

116. Article 35, paragraph VII| establishes the right of unenpl oyed persons to
receive social benefits fromthe State. The Enpl oynent Act al so guarantees the
right of citizens who have been recogni zed as unenpl oyed under the established
procedure to receive benefits. The socio-economic difficulties in the Republic
and the seizure of one fifth of its territory by Arnenia have led to a
deterioration in the situation of wonmen in the area of enploynment. They are

| ess protected from unenpl oynent than men. Two thirds of the unenpl oyed
popul ati on of working age are wonen. Material difficulties in the famly are
now forcing wonen to seek work even nore actively. Thus, in 1995, over 13, 000
wonmen j ob-seekers applied to the State enpl oynent service; over 4,000 of them
had been forcibly displaced fromareas of the Republic occupied by Arnenia.

Over 5,600 wonen have been placed by the service. A total of 17,000 wormen who
have been accorded unenpl oyed status are registered with the service, which has
sent 1,600 on short-term occupational training courses. Over 900 wonen have
been assigned to tenporary paid conmmunity work. At the same tinme, it should be
noted that, as regards the achi evenent of the denocratic principles laid down in
the national legislation, not all the nechani sns have yet been established in

l...
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the Republic for providing econom c assistance to enployers in ensuring the
fuller availability of the concessions in the areas of work and enpl oyment which
are envi saged for wonen under the | aws.

117. The rights of citizens to social security are laid down in article 38 of
the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic. Everyone is entitled to social
security on attaining the age established by |aw or on grounds of sickness,
invalidity, loss of the breadw nner or incapacity to work.

118. In accordance with the Act on Pension Coverage for Citizens, wonen are
entitled to receive an ol d-age pension on attaining the age of 55 with at |east
20 years' service. Mdtthers of many children and nothers of disabled children
are entitled to a pension under this |aw under the follow ng conditions:

(a) Heroin-nothers, regardl ess of age, with at |east 10 years' service

(b) Mthers of disabled children who have cared for the children up to the
age of eight are entitled to an ol d-age pension on attaining the age of 50 with
at least 15 years' service

119. Wnen who have had three or nore children and have cared for the children
up to the age of eight receive an ol d-age pensi on under the follow ng
condi ti ons:

(a) Wth 9 children
service

on attaining the age of 45, with at |east 10 years
(b) Wth 8 children - on attaining the age of 46, with at |east 11 years
service

(c) Wth 7 children - on attaining the age of 47 with at |east 12 years
service

(d) Wth 6 children - on attaining the age of 48, with at |east 13 years
service

(e) Wth 5 children - on attaining the age of 49, with at |east 14 years
service

(f) Wth 4 children - on attaining the age of 50, with at |east 15 years
service

(g) Wth 3 children - on attaining the age of 51, with at |east 16 years
service
Article 12
120. Article 41 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic |ays down the

right to health care. Paragraph 1 of this article establishes that everyone has
the right to health care and to nedi cal assistance.
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121. In 1995, in the Mnistry of Health system al one, over 29,000 doctors
covering all specialized fields, 56.2 per cent of whom were wonen, provided
skilled nmedical care to the popul ation of the Republic.

122. Wonen's right to reproductive health and famly planning is seen in the
context of overall human rights. |In March 1996, a State reproductive health and
fam |y planni ng programme was adopted, supported by international organizations -
the World Health Organization and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund. The
Republic is supplied with four types of contraceptives, ensuring wonen's access
to the type of contraception they prefer. A famly planning centre for the
Republic is nowin operation in the capital. Wthin the franework of the
programe, famly planning and reproductive health centres are to be opened in
six regi ons of the Republic.

123. In practice all pregnant women have access to the services of skilled
personnel during pregnancy and delivery. There are wonen's clinics (surgeries)
to serve pregnant wonen in all towns and district centres. In rural localities
pregnant wonen are served by rural out-patient nmedical facilities and mdwife
centres. Al nothers giving birth are able to receive skilled assistance in
maternity hones (branches) of towns and in central district hospitals, and, in
rural localities, in rural divisional hospitals where there are beds for wonen
giving birth. 1In cases of problem pregnancies, wonen can be pronptly flown on
nedical flights to the regional nulti-profile institutions in Baku. Because of
t he general socio-economc difficulties in the Republic, it is not possible to
ensure free nutrition for pregnant wonen and nursing nothers.

124. In the difficult conditions of the period of transition to a market
econony, the problens associated with the provision of health care to the
popul ati on have been accentuated. The existing network of State facilities for
treatnment and prevention cannot fully neet the needs of the popul ati on because
of the inadequate financial resources allocated to them and sonme of these
facilities are therefore starting to charge for services to their patients.
According to the data froma study carried out in Cctober 1995, however, three
quarters of the popul ation surveyed does not consider it advisable to expand
pai d nmedi cal care.

Article 13

125. Needy famlies with children under the age of 16 (and students under the
age of 18 who are not receiving grants) are entitled to famly benefits. Under
the systemin operation, these benefits are paid to the nother at her place of
enpl oyment (training), and if the nother is not enployed, to the father at the

pl ace of work (training). |If both parents are unenpl oyed, the benefits for
their children are paid by the social security bodies at the parents' place of
residence. |If the parents are divorced, the parent with whomthe child lives is

entitled to the famly benefit.

126. The legislative instrunents of the Republic do not restrict wonen's rights
to receive | oans, nortgages and other forms of financial credit.
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127. Wnen and nen have the sanme right to participate in recreationa
activities, sports and cultural life.

Article 14

128. Currently, along with the inplenentation of various enpl oynent support
programes, work is being carried out jointly with international organizations
(United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP), ILO to pronote enpl oynent,

i ncl udi ng wonen' s enpl oynment, and al so sel f-enpl oynent and i ncone-generating
activities. This work is under way on an experinental basis in the Sal yan
district of the Republic and provides for maki ng wonen refugees sel f-enpl oyed
through training in occupational skills and introduction to entrepreneuria
activity.

129. The legislation of the Republic does not restrict the rights of wonen to
access to agricultural credit and |oans, nmarketing facilities and appropriate
technol ogy, and they are accorded equal status in |and and agrarian reform as
well as in land resettl enent schenes.

Article 15

130. Wnen's equality with men before the lawis laid down in article 25,
parts | and Il of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic, which provides
t hat everyone is equal before the law, nmen and wonmen have equal rights and
freedons.

131. Article 9 of the Gvil Code of the Azerbaijani Republic provides that the
capacity to have civil rights and duties (legal capacity in civil matters) is
recogni zed equally for all citizens of the Azerbaijani Republic.

132. No one's legal capacity or conpetence can be restricted other than in cases
and under the procedure provided for by law. Contracts ainmed at restricting
| egal capacity or conpetence are null and void (article 12).

133. The equal treatment of wormen and men during hearings in courts and
tribunals is enshrined in the Constitution: justice is admnistered on the
basis of the equal rights of citizens before the I aw and the court. Everyone
has the right to counsel at all stages of court proceedings (article 127).

Article 16

134. Under article 34, part | of the Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic,
everyone has the right to establish a famly on attaining the age prescribed by
I aw.

135. Under article 34, part Il of the Constitution: "Marriage is contracted on
the basis of voluntary consent. No one may be forced to marry." This provision
is also enbodied in article 16 of the Marriage and Fanily Code of the
Azer bai jani Republic, which states:
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"For contracting marriage, the nmutual consent of the persons to be married
is required, and they nust be of marriageabl e age.”

136. The spouses have equal rights in the famly. Questions of the upbringing
of the children and other questions of famly life are resolved jointly by the
spouses (article 21).

137. Each of the spouses is free to choose an occupation, profession, place of
residence and famly nane (articles 20 and 22).

138. During the lifetine of the spouses, the nmarriage may be di ssol ved through
di vorce on the application of one or both of the spouses (article 38).

139. Parental rights may not be exercised in a manner which runs counter to the
interests of the children.

140. A parent living separately fromthe children has visitation rights and the
right to participate in their upbringing.

141. The parent with whomthe children live is not entitled to prevent the other
parent fromcontacting the children and participating in their upbringing
(article 70).

142. Citizens of either sex who have reached the age of majority can be adoptive
parents (article 116). This provision also applies to the possibility of being
guardi ans, wards or trustees.

143. Adoption is permtted only in the case of children who have not reached the
age of nmpjority and in their interests (article 112). This provision also
applies to guardi anship and wardship (article 138).

144. Property acquired by the spouses during their narriage is their joint
property. The spouses have equal rights in respect of the ownership, enjoynent
and di sposition of that property, regardl ess of whether it was acquired fromthe
earni ngs (incone) of the husband or of the wife. The right to property acquired
during the narriage is recogni zed for both spouses, even if the property is
registered in the nane of one of the spouses (article 23).

145. Marriage is concluded in State bodies through registration in an officia
registry (article 13, part 1I).

146. Attainnent of the age prescribed by law is a conpul sory requirenent for
entering into marriage. The marriageable age is 18 years. In exceptiona
cases, the age for narriage may be reduced, by not nore than one year
(articles 15 and 16).



