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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Conmittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for

Devel opnent, at its second session (12-23 February 1996), requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to prepare a report on the activities of the United Nations
systemin the field of energy for consideration by the Cormittee at its third
session in 1998.' The Econom c and Soci al Council, when considering the report
of the Conmttee at its substantive session in 1996, requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to prepare a report, taking into account, as appropriate, the
views of the Commttee, on the possibilities of strengthening the coordi nation
of the organizations and bodies of the United Nations systemin the field of
energy within the framework of the Adm nistrative Conmittee on Coordination, and
to submt the report, through the Council, to the General Assenbly for
consideration at its fifty-second session. The Council further requested the
Secretary-General, in consultation with regional comr ssions and other entities
within the United Nations system to address in the same report the need to
enhance the capability of the systemin the field of energy for sustainable
devel opnent and to explore all possible options for a high-level discussion in
this context, taking into account the results of the fifth session of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (7-25 April 1997) and of the nineteenth
speci al session of the General Assenbly (23-27 June 1997).2

2. The present report has been prepared in response to that request. It is
based on information conpiled in-house as well as that provided by the rel evant
entities within the United Nations system It draws heavily on the report of
the Secretary-CGeneral to the fifth session of the Conmm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent, entitled "Inventory of ongoing energy-rel ated programes and
activities of entities within the United Nations system on coordination of such
activities and on arrangenents needed to foster the |inkage between energy and
sust ai nabl e devel opment within the systeni,® requested by the Commi ssion on at
its fourth session, in 1996. The present report benefited frominputs by the
entities within the United Nations system concerned w th energy; discussions at
and the report of the Expert Wrkshop on fostering the |inkage between energy
and sust ai nabl e devel opnment within the international institutions, which was
hosted by the Austrian Mnistry for the Environnent, Youth and Family Affairs
and held at Vienna from22 to 24 January 1997;“ the report of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP) on Energy after Rio: prospects and challenges,® as
wel | as the discussions on the subject at the fifth session of the Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent (7-25 April 1997). Conmments on the outline of the
report were also received fromnenbers of the Committee on New and Renewabl e
Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent.

3. The report consists of a description of activities, assessnents,
recomendati ons and proposals. Section Il contains a brief discussion on the
rel ati onshi p between energy and sustai nabl e devel opment. Section |1l provides

an overvi ew of nandates and the activities of the organizations in the field of
energy as well as an assessnent of the linkage of those activities to
sust ai nabl e devel opment. Section IV deals with cooperati on and coordi nati on of
energy activities within the system Section V presents recommendati ons and
proposal s on enhancing the capability of the United Nations systemin the field
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of energy for sustainable devel opnent. Section VI contains options for a
hi gh-1 evel di scussion on energy.

1. ENERGY AND SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

4. A nore detail ed discussion on the topic of energy and sustainabl e

devel opnent is contained in the report of the Secretary-General to the
Commi ssi on on Sustainabl e Devel opnent at its fifth session on energy-rel ated
programes and activities.?

5. Energy plays a key role in achieving environnentally sound econom ¢ and
soci al objectives that | ead to sustainabl e devel opnent, a point which has been
under scored by the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent. Agenda 21° and ot her
internationally agreed plans of action adopted at major United Nations
conferences, as well as rel evant conventions, provide a global framework
cont ai ni ng goal s and obj ectives for sustainable socio-econom c devel opnent and
specified actions related to energy production, transm ssion, conversion and use
to realize those goals and objectives.

6. The devel opnent and use of energy resources and technol ogi es shoul d be
realized in a socially acceptable manner. It should be clean and safe, should
not exceed the carrying capacity of existing ecosystens and thus shoul d not
endanger the quality of life of the present and future generations. The use of
scarce resources to neet current energy service requirenents shoul d not
jeopardize the ability of future generations to neet their needs for the sane
services.* It is critically important that short-termoptions for the

devel opnent and use of energy resources be in harnony with those options that,
in the longer term better contribute to sustainable devel opnent. The supply of
energy should be reliable and secure - at reasonable costs. Access to and

t heref ore adequate availability of energy service is a prerequisite to achieving
t he soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent required to inprove quality of life and satisfy
basi ¢ human needs. An adequate supply of energy services is urgently needed in
many devel opi ng countries, particularly in the | east devel oped countries, renote
rural areas and small island devel oping States, where nore than two billion
peopl e have little or no access to commercial energy services.!?

7. The current policies for and patterns of production, conversion

di stribution and use of energy are, in general, unsustainable, characterized as
they are by a strong enphasis on energy supply rather than demand, including
demand- si de managenent, and | ack due regard to the social, econom c and

envi ronnent al consequences of such approaches. As was affirned by the

Conmmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, advances towards sustai nabl e energy use
are taking place. The Conm ssion al so underscored that it is necessary to
ensure international cooperation for pronobting energy conservation and the

i nprovenent of energy efficiency.”’

8. The devel opnent and use of energy are highly capital-intensive activities.
Esti mates of capital investnment requirenents for the devel opnent and use of
energy resources in devel oping countries, while not exhaustive, are neverthel ess
enornous. Substantial investments will also be required to repl ace agei ng
plants to i nmprove efficiency and to reduce environnental inpacts of the
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devel opnent and use of energy, in particular, fossil fuels. There are also many
ot her conpeting requirenments for financial resources.?

9. Current energy prices favour the devel opnment and use of conventional energy
sources over renewable ones. At the same time, current practices in fue
pricing do not encourage energy efficiency. 1In nost cases there is little or no

regard for the external social and environnental costs of energy supply.
Subsidies in the energy sector for conventional energy sources and nucl ear power
tend to hanper w despread devel opnment and application of renewabl e energy
sources. Policy changes leading to the full internalization of environnmental
costs in prices through the use of economic and fiscal instruments and to the
removal of permanent subsidies are required in order to establish an enabling
policy environment and to achi eve a sustainable energy future.?

10. It is evident that the chall enges of achieving a sustainable energy future
are enornous and that they require the contribution of all concerned parti es.

It is inperative that all of those concerned - governnents, the internationa
community, the private sector and non-governnental organizations - devel op
strategi es that include increased efficiency in energy production, transm ssion,
distribution and, in particular, energy end-use; a shift towards environnmentally
sound energy sources and technol ogi es, including expanded use of renewabl e
sources of energy; and a shift towards environnental ly sound, safe and cost-

ef fective production, conversion and use of depl etable sources of energy, naking
full use of advances in technology in those areas. Al concerned parties should
pursue the pronotion, devel opment and inpl enentation of policies and programes,
as appropriate, designed to ensure that such strategies achieve the desired
goal s.

[11. ACTIVITIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM I N THE
FI ELD OF ENERGY

A. Mandates and policies

11. The policies and programmes of the entities within the United Nations
systemin the energy field forman integral part of the overall objectives of
the United Nations organization. The United Nations Conference on New and
Renewabl e Sources of Energy, held at Nairobi in 1981, provided explicit energy-
rel ated policies and programmes. The United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel oprent, held at Rio de Janeiro in 1992, also discussed energy and

concl uded that energy was essential to econonic and social devel opment and

i nproved quality of life. The United Nations Framework Convention on Cinmate
Change relates its inplenmentation to the energy policies of the parties to the
Convention. |In the subsequent nmajor conferences, energy received attention as
one of the key factors for furthering sustainable devel opnent. The United
Nations d obal Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnment of Snmall |sland

Devel oping States, held in Barbados in 1994, adopted the Decl aration of Barbados
and the Programe of Action for the Sustainable Devel opment of Snall Island
Devel opi ng States, which includes a chapter on energy resources that identifies
i ssues, problens and constraints facing the States and recomends ways and neans
of ensuring adequate, environnentally sound energy supplies for neeting their
soci al and econom c devel opnment obj ecti ves.
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12. Policy discussions on energy take place in various intergovernmental
bodies. The Conmittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for
Devel opnent addresses a w de range of issues on energy and sustai nable

devel opnent, including the devel opment of energy resources in devel opi ng
countries, the devel opnent and use of renewabl e sources of energy, energy
efficiency inprovenent, environnentally sound devel opnment and use of fossi
fuel s, the devel opnent and inplenentation of rural energy policies, energy and
transportati on and coordi nati on of energy activities within the United Nations
system For its deliberations, it is provided with in-depth reports by the
Secretary-Ceneral. The Commttee reports to the Econom ¢ and Social Counci l

13. General discussions on energy al so take place anong ot her intergovernmenta
bodi es, such as the Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, the CGoverning Counci
of the United Nations Environnment Programme (UNEP) (in relation to energy and
envi ronnent issues), the General Conference of the International Atom c Energy
Agency (I AEA) (in relation to nuclear energy and rel ated environnmental issues),
the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Franework Convention on
Climate Change (in relation to the em ssion of greenhouse gases), the

I nt ergovernnmental Panel on dimate Change, the Executive Board of UNDP and the
United Nations Popul ation Fund (energy for sustainable hunan devel opnent) and
the Statistical Conmm ssion (energy statistics). The Wirld Bank's energy
activities are based on the objectives approved by the Bank's Board of Executive
Directors. The dobal Environment Facility (GEF) has produced an operationa
strategy. Policy discussions on energy al so take place in the regiona
comm ssi ons, which have standing comrittees on energy or on energy and natura
resources. The Hi gh-level Advisory Board on Sustainabl e Devel opnent addressed
energy policy issues inits report to the fifth session of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent entitled "Critical issues and policies for sustainable
devel opnent: energy, transport and water".?8

B. Overview of programmes and activities

14. A wide range of activities has been reported, reflecting, as they do, the
mandat es, policies and progranmes of the respective entities. For nore details
see the annex to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral to the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment entitled "lnventory of ongoi ng energy-rel ated progranmnes
and activities of entities within the United Nations system on coordination of
such activities and on arrangenents needed to foster the |inkage between energy
and sust ai nabl e devel opnment within the systenl.® The neans of inplenenting the
programes and activities have varied wi dely and have, on the whole, involved
the preparation of studies and reports; technical assistance, including advisory
services by experts in specific fields; the organization of training workshops,
sem nars, mneetings and conferences; institution- and capacity-building for
assessnment of resources, planning, analysis and data managenent, policy
formul ati on and i npl ementati on; and provision of financial assistance. The
magni t ude of the financial resources allocated to each project varies widely,
frommllions of dollars for financial assistance projects to a few hundred

dol lars for specific studies or expert services. The Wrld Bank, UNDP, GEF and
| AEA are the nain sources of funds for energy projects. The regiona

devel opnent banks al so have substantial |ending programes in support of energy
sector devel opnent.
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15. The entities within the United Nations systemare active in all the stages
of the energy cycle at the national, regional and global levels. There are
activities in energy devel opnent and supply, including assessment expl oration,
production, conversion and distribution of energy resources; pronoting the
devel opnent of renewabl e sources of energy; and electricity generation and
distribution, including rural electrification

16. Activities and progranmes related to energy use include energy
conservation, inproved energy efficiency and denmand-si de managenent and i nproved
managenent techniques for energy institutions and enterprises. Associated
activities include energy planning enconpassi ng policy devel opment, energy

anal ysi s and projections, devel opnent of nethodol ogi es and anal ytical techniques
i ncl udi ng nodel s for energy studies and eval uati on, and environnmental inpact
assessnent. Energy planning has in nbst cases been taken up as a sectora
activity; however in sone instances a nore integrated approach is taken, for
exanpl e, through the integration of energy policies into overall socio-econonic
devel opnent, the integrated assessnment of energy and sustainable rura

devel opnent, the integration of environnental, social and health concerns into
energy planning and anal ysis, energy and environnental planning in urban areas
and as part of an integrated resource planning approach.?

17. Activities in capacity- and institution-building, awareness-raising,
education and training have been pursued through workshops, sem nars and

di ssem nati on of information (publications and field surveys). Those in
technol ogy transfer have been mainly related to the devel opnent and comrerci al
application of renewabl e sources of energy, pronotion of energy efficiency and
denonstration projects.?®

C. Assessnent of the |linkage between energy activities within
the United Nations system and sustai nabl e devel opnent

18. The activities of many organi zations within the United Nations system have
over the past years underscored the relation between energy and sustainabl e
devel opnent. The policies and mandates of the respective entities, both before
and especially since the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Devel opnent, have espoused this trend. The United Nations Conference on New and
Renewabl e Sources of Energy, which adopted the Nairobi Progranme of Action for

t he Devel opnent and Uilization of New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy, has had
an inpact on the programes and activities of nmany organi zations: several have
i ntroduced or expanded their programes and projects in the field of new and
renewabl e sources of energy.?

19. More recently, the General Assenbly, in its resolution 46/235 of

13 April 1992 establishing the Cormmittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy
and on Energy for Devel opnent, indicated that in addition to inplementing the
Nai r obi Programme of Action, the Commttee would consider energy in relation to
the environnent. Many entities have been pursuing that nandate. Wth the
adoption of resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, in which the Assenbly

endor sed Agenda 21 and urged the adoption and entry into force of the United
Nations Framework Convention on dimate Change, the stage was set for |inking
energy and sustai nabl e devel opment. Entities within the United Nations system

/...
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have, as a result, adjusted their programres and projects in varying degrees to
reflect the objectives of Agenda 21

20. Achi eving a sustainable energy future demands a concerted effort by al
actors concerned, including the United Nations system In response to the
demands and priorities of the countries that they support, the organi zations of
the United Nations are involved in a broad range of activities, which in genera
ternms are commensurate with the goals of realizing a sustai nable energy future.
Increasing attention is being given by a nunber of entities to energy
efficiency, conservation, demand-side managenent and pricing policies. Severa
organi zations contribute to the pronotion and di ssem nation of clean energy

t echnol ogi es, including clean coal technol ogies. Support for the further

i ntroducti on and application of renewabl e energy sources is increasing, with a
speci al enphasis on inproving access of the rural population to energy services.
In the area of capacity-building and institutional devel opnent, energy-planning
activities are increasingly linked to the broader context of socioeconom c or
envi ronnental planning and plan inplenentation.?

21. The nature and | evel of energy activities |inked to sustainable devel opnent
by entities within the United Nations systemvary widely. The follow ng

devel opnents are of special inmportance. GEF places strong enphasis on
environnental |y sound technol ogi es, which tends to favour the devel opment of
renewabl e sources of energy. The Wrld Bank is by far the |argest source of
fundi ng for environnental programmes and projects, including those related to
energy. It is integrating social and environmental dinensions into all its
operations, including energy, and all energy projects are screened for socia
and environnental inpacts. UNDP places special enphasis on sustainabl e energy
through the pursuit of nore efficient energy patterns and support for najor
shifts towards renewabl e sources of energy; it links its energy projects to the
overal | objectives of the programmes related to poverty alleviation, gender
equal ity and environmental sustainability. The Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO continues to stress the need to
nobi | i ze energy to fulfil the needs of the food production chain as a nmeans of
achi evi ng sustainabl e rural devel opnent. The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel opnent is providing assistance to devel oping countries in
capacity-building in the use of oil futures markets; it has al so undertaken a
study on the tradeabl e carbon em ssion entitlenents scheme. The World Sol ar
Summit, initiated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation (UNESCO) and held at Harare on 16 and 17 Septenber 1996, attracted
consi derable political attention to the potential of renewable sources of
energy, and followup activities have been initiated on the devel opment of the
World Sol ar Programre 1996- 2005, including a review of the structure and funding
of projects.

22. The activities of the United Nations and its organi zati ons whil e nodest
conpared to the overall investnent in the energy sector, neverthel ess have an
inmportant role to play as catalysts or nodels for new devel opnents ai ned at
achi eving a sustainable energy future. The United Nations system has a
significant interdisciplinary potential in the energy field that can be
effectively used to support sustainable energy devel opnment in devel opi ng
countries and economes in transition
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I'V. STRENGTHEN NG COOPERATI ON | N AND COORDI NATI ON OF
ACTIMITIES IN THE FI ELD OF ENERGY

23. The nmerger of the three United Nations Departnents working in the economc
and social fields the Department for Devel opment Support and Managenent

Servi ces, the Department for Econom c and Social Information and Policy Analysis
and the Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel oprent provi des
a good opportunity to bring together the United Nations Secretariat's

anal ytical, normative and technical capacities. The resulting synergies wll
enrich both the policy and the technical -cooperation dinensions of United
Nations activities in those fields.

24. Through the Statistical Comm ssion Wrking Goup on Internationa
Statistical Programes and Coordi nation and the Administrative Conmittee on
Coordi nati on Subcommttee on Statistical Activities, the United Nations
Secretariat has continued to cooperate and coordinate with entities in the
United Nations systemin the collection, analysis and application of energy data
and informati on. The Secretariat al so addresses energy issues in the context of
the World Econom ¢ and Social Survey. The Secretariat and other entities of the
United Nations systemare cooperating in the preparation of reports for the
Comittee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel oprent,

t he Conm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and ot her intergovernnental bodies.

25. The Secretariat, the Wrld Bank and UNDP are cooperating in the

i mpl ement ati on of GEF-funded projects at the national, regional and gl oba
levels. The United Nations Secretariat, UNDP and the Econonic and Socia

Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) are al so cooperating in the

i mpl ement ati on of sustainabl e energy projects, such as one on the enhancenent of
capacity for sustainable energy services for rural developrment in Asia. The
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen

cl osely cooperates and coordinates its efforts with the regional conm ssions,
the International Training Centre of the International Labour Organization, the
United Nations Secretariat and other entities within and outside the United
Nations systemin its research and training activities related to energy.

26. UNDP and the World Bank have over the years been cooperating in the Energy
Sect or Managenent Assistance Programme, with the latter inplenmenting the
projects. UNDP, UNEP and the Wrld Bank are the inplenenting agencies for CGEF
whi ch has been providing incremental costs for projects having gl obal
environnental benefits. The Wrld Bank, UNDP and a nunber of other entities
within and outside the United Nations systemare jointly funding the Financing
Energy Services for Snall-scal e Energy-Users progranme. UNDP and the Wrld
Bank's Asia Alternative Energy Unit are al so cooperating in a project to

nmai nstream renewabl e energy and energy efficiency activities into the |ending
operations of the Wrld Bank in the Asia and Pacific region.

27. UNESCO, with the active support of Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe (ECE)

the United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organi zation (UNIDO and | AEA
initiated the high-level Wrld Solar Sutmit Process with the objective of
pronoting the devel opment and depl oynent of renewabl e energy technol ogies as a
contribution to sustainable devel opnent. Summit participants adopted the Harare
Decl aration on Sol ar Energy and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and the outline of the

/...
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Worl d Sol ar Programe, 1996-2005. Followup activities have been initiated in
consultation with other entities of the United Nations systemon the devel opnent
and i nmpl enentation of the Wrld Solar Programme. The Programme coul d constitute
an inportant element of a broader systemw de progranme on renewabl e sources of
energy, in which other entities outside the United Nations nmay also wi sh to take
part.

28. | AEA is coordinating an inter-agency project on databases and net hodol ogi es
for conparative assessnent of different energy sources for electricity
generation in cooperation with a nunber of regional conm ssions, the Wrld Bank
UNI DO, the World Meteorol ogi cal Organi zation (WMD) and ot her internationa

organi zations.® The project, which is aimed at enhancing capabilities for the
conpet ent assessnent of different sources of energy, could forma basis for
system w de cooperation in the devel opnent of nethodol ogi es for planning, policy
formul ati on and inpl ement ati on.

29. WMD and UNEP are cooperating in the work of the Intergovernnmental Panel on
Cimate Change. The United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change
secretariat is cooperating with several intergovernnental organizations and
bodi es such as the Intergovernnental Panel on Cimate Change, UN DO the

Organi sation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent and the |nternationa
Energy Agency on scientific and technol ogical issues and on issues related to
nati onal comuni cati ons (nmethodol ogi cal issues, analysis and participation in
revi ews).

30. At the regional level, ECE and other entities within and outside the United
Nati ons system have been cooperating in inplenenting the Energy Efficiency 2000
Projects, while ESCAP is executing the UNDP-funded Progranme for Asian
Cooperation on Energy and Environnment. The Econonmic Commission for Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean, ESCAP, FAO, the World Bank, regional devel opnment
banks and ot her international and regi onal organizations have been cooperating
in the devel opment of rural energy and related rural devel opnent projects.® The
regi onal comm ssions are well-placed to coordinate policy devel opment and
systemw de invol venent in the inplenmentation of energy-related activities and
programmes. This seens to be well under way in ECE and ESCAP, both of which
shoul d provi de val uable nodels for other regional commi ssions. There is, in
addi ti on, scope for cooperation anong the regi onal comm ssions, the respective
regi onal devel opment banks and ot her regional entities.

31. Many activities in energy are undertaken at the country level, during which
cooperation and coordination are pursued in various nanners in response to the
local situation. Such efforts would benefit froma common strategy and enhanced
sharing of experiences.
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V.  RECOVMENDATI ONS AND PROPCSALS FOR ENHANCI NG THE
CAPABI LI TY OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM I N THE
FI ELD OF ENERGY FOR SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGOPMENT

32. This section draws heavily on and is simlar to the recommendations
contained in the report of the Secretary-General to the fifth session of the
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent on ongoi ng energy-rel ated programes and
activities,® which were supported by the participants of the Expert Wrkshop on
fostering the |inkage between energy and sustai nabl e devel opment within the

i nternational institutions.?*

33. Major changes are required in the current energy systens in order for them
to contribute to sustainable devel opment worl dwi de. This can only be achi eved
if all actors involved, including the United Nations system redouble their
efforts in a concerted manner to ensure the devel opnent, pronotion and

i npl enent ati on of policies and programmes ai ned at realizing a sustainable
energy future.

34. The entities within the United Nations system have an inportant role to
play in devel oping a reference franework for the energy-related activities of
the United Nations system based on a common understandi ng of a sustainabl e
energy future, and thereby providing synergies to the activities.® Such a
framework woul d pronote a bal anced and nutual ly reinforcing approach to
econom ¢, social and environnental aspects of sustainable energy devel opment and
foster partnerships for sustainable energy devel opnent with rel evant actors
outside the United Nations system particularly with non-United Nations

i ntergovernmental organi zations dealing with energy and the private sector. It
shoul d be built on the experiences so far gained in inter-agency cooperation and
coordination in the energy field.

35. The Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opment provides a central forum for
hi gh-1 evel discussion of issues that are crucial to achieving the goals of
sust ai nabl e devel opnment, including that of a sustainable energy future, at the

policy level. The Comm ssion affirmed its functions in coordination with other
subsi di ary bodi es of the Econom ¢ and Social Council and other related
organi zations and institutions. It also stated that the work of the Comittee

on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent shoul d be
nore conpati ble with and supportive of the work programe of the Conm ssion, and
that the Econom ¢ and Social Council,in carrying out its functions related to
the inplenentati on of General Assenbly resolution 50/227, should consider the
nost effective nmeans of bringing this about.” The Conmittee on New and
Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent addresses all aspects
of energy and should continue to play a valuable role in furthering United

Nati ons policy discussion on energy in the years ahead. To that end, its

ef fecti veness woul d need to be enhanced, through, inter alia, better
representati on of Governments, inproved di ssem nation of reports to the
Committee and of the Conmittee and increased participation of the organi zations
of the United Nations system including regional conmssions in the work of the
Commi ttee.

36. Inter-agency cooperation and coordination in the field of energy have been
rather ad hoc in previous years. The preparation of the report of the
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Secretary-General on energy activities® for the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent has marked the begi nning of enhanced cooperati on and coordi nati on
that will be pursued along the follow ng |ines:

(a) Convening ad hoc neetings of the entities within the United Nations
system dealing with energy in order for them to elaborate a common reference
framework for actions in the field of energy and to achi eve coherence and
ef fectiveness in energy activities that contribute to sustainabl e devel opnent
(this issue was di scussed by the Comm ssion and recomended for further
consi deration by the General Assenbly at its nineteenth session in June 19977);
to enhance the exchange of information on the different aspects of energy
devel opnent and use including policy issues; and to help in the inprovement of
energy data and information systens of the respective organi zati ons;

(b) Devoting part of the agenda of the sessions of the Inter-Agency
Conmmittee on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to energy on a regul ar basis and ensuring
i nkages with energy-rel ated aspects of the work of other Adm nistrative
Conmi ttee on Coordi nation bodi es;

(c) Cooperating with organizations outside the United Nations system

(d) Encouraging joint programmng and inplenentation of energy activities
of comon interest to the entities within the United Nations system

VI. OPTIONS FOR H G+ LEVEL DI SCUSSI ON ON ENERGY

37. In the continuing debate on the crucial role that energy plays in
sust ai nabl e devel opment and the continui ng need for enhancing energy supplies
and inmproving living conditions in devel oping countries, a nunber of suggestions
have been made for a high-1evel discussion on the subject.

38. The Conmttee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for
Devel opnent, at its second session, invited Menber States and entities within
the United Nations systemto consider convening a United Nations conference on
energy for the twenty-first century in the year 2001 to nobilize world opinion
for supporting actions at different levels on energy in relation to sustainable
devel opnent. In that connection, the Commttee requested the Secretary-Genera
to prepare a report examning the feasibility and the scope of the proposed
conference, in consultation with experts, as necessary, and to submt the report
to the General Assenbly for consideration at its fifty-second session.?

39. The Economi ¢ and Soci al Council, when considering the suggestion of the
Conmittee, requested the Secretary-Ceneral, in consultation with regiona

conmi ssions and entities within the United Nations system inter alia, to

expl ore all possible options for a high-level discussion on energy, taking into
account the results of the fifth session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e

Devel oprment (7-25 April 1997)! and of the nineteenth special session of the
General Assenbly.?
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40. The Vienna Expert Wrkshop on fostering the |Iinkage between energy and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent within the international institutions suggested that
there be a dedicated session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent
towards a sustainabl e energy future; such a session mght be organized in 2001
or earlier, given the needs and possibilities of a major change in current
energy systens. The Workshop stressed that appropriate preparation for the
proposed session on energy be ensured upon the approval of the 1998-2002 work
programe of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent . 4

41. Options for a dedicated session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e

Devel opnent, possibly in 2001, were discussed by the Conm ssion and put forward
for consideration by the General Assenbly at its nineteenth special session.’

In the multi-year progranmme of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment for the
peri od 1998-2002 that has been forwarded by the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e

Devel opnment to the General Assenbly for consideration at its nineteenth specia
session, energy and transport issues are anong the subjects proposed for

consi deration in 2001.7

42. Gven the fact that options for a high-level discussion on energy are stil
bei ng consi dered, no proposals are given at this tine.
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