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PROGRAMVE QUESTI ONS: PROPCSED PROGRAMVE BUDGET
FOR THE BI ENNI UM 1998-1999 (item 4 (a))

Section 31. Construction, alteration, inprovenent
and nmaj or nai nt enance

1. At its 17th nmeeting, on 20 June 1997, the Committee for Programme and
Coor di nati on consi dered section 31, Construction, alteration, inprovement and
maj or mai nt enance, of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Many del egati ons wel comed t he enphasis placed on maj or mai nt enance of
United Nations properties, and expressed full support for the proposals in the
section. Sonme del egations expressed the view that instead of undertaking a
"cat ch-up" mai ntenance programe, a programe of preventive maintenance woul d be
nore cost-effective. One delegation stated that the priority for the progranme
of alteration and inprovenent should be focused on areas where neetings were
hel d. Another del egation expressed the view that the progranmre of alteration

i nprovenent and maj or mai nt enance shoul d ensure that acceptabl e working
conditions were provided to both staff working in the buildings and those
attendi ng neetings. One del egation, while supporting the inportance of the

mai nt enance of buildings, felt that, in view of the difficult financial
situation of the Organization, the resources allocated to it should be reduced.
O her del egations expressed full support for the resources requested under the
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section. A nunber of delegations stressed the need to preserve the
architectural integrity of the structures of all United Nations buil dings.

Concl usi ons and recomendati ons

3. The Conmittee recommended to the General Assenbly the approval of the
narrative of section 31, Alteration, inprovenent and mgjor mai ntenance.



