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Section 17. Economic and social developnent in Asia and the Pacific

1. At its 19th nmeeting, on 24 June 1997, the Commi ttee considered section 17
Econom ¢ and soci al devel opment in Asia and the Pacific, of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Several delegations reaffirmed their support for the multifaceted role of

t he Economi ¢ and Social Conmm ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and its
commitrent to the devel opnent of the region and expressed full support for the
proposed programme budget. They noted that the budget document was detail ed and
conci se and clearly highlighted the priorities in the mediumtermplan for the
peri od 1998-2001 and the activities to be undertaken

3. Sonme del egati ons expressed concern that the proposed resources were not
commensurate with the devel opment needs of the countries of the region. They
enphasi zed that reform should not reduce the Conmmi ssion's capacity to deliver
servi ces but rather be conducive to increased efficiency. Several delegations
wel coned the increase in resource growh for substantive activities under the
section on the programe of work
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4. One del egation noted with concern the increase in the overall resources

requested under the section and considered that resources should decrease as a
result of the streamined structure derived fromthe reform process.

5. A nunber of del egations expressed support for the pronotion of

i nternational cooperation in the region and the reinforcenent of inter-agency
col I aboration through the Regional Inter-Agency Committee for Asia and the
Pacific and its subcommittees. Oher del egations noted with appreciation the
Commi ssion's great contribution to the international comunity and to the needs
of its nenber countries, in particular its assistance to countries with
economes in transition in Central Asia through technical assistance and

advi sory services in the areas of macroecononic reform transport, trade and
investment. Satisfaction was al so expressed for the inclusion of activities
related to the participation of the private sector in devel opnent, the
alleviation of poverty, the pronotion of science and technol ogy and human
resources devel opment. Sone del egations stressed the need for the Conmm ssion to
continue its lead role in infrastructure devel opnent to facilitate intraregiona
trade, and the devel opnent of transport and communications |inkages.

6. A nunber of del egations enphasi zed the need to strengthen the Conm ssion's
role in operational activities, particularly technical assistance and advisory

services, and to pay special attention to the needs of |east devel oped and

| andl ocked countries, island devel oping countries and countries with econom es

in transition.

Concl usi ons and r ecomendati ons

[7. The Committee decided to recommend to the General Assenbly that it approve
the programme narrative of section 17, Econom c and soci al devel opment in Asia
and the Pacific, of the proposed progranmme budget for the biennium 1998-1999. ]



