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Addendum

UNI TED NATI ONS EDUCATI ONAL, SCI ENTI FI C AND CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ON

1. On behalf of the Conmittee, the Secretariat invited the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO on 15 April 1997 to
submt to the Committee by 15 May 1997 a report on information provided by
States to UNESCO on the inplementation of article 10 and related articles of the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnmnation agai nst Wmen which
woul d suppl ement the information contained in the reports of those States
parties to the Convention to be considered at the seventeenth session of the
Conmi tt ee.

2. O her information sought by the Cormittee refers to the activities,
programes and policy decisions undertaken by UNESCO to pronote the
i mpl ementation of article 10 and related articles of the Convention.

3. The report annexed hereto has been submitted in conpliance with the
Committee's request.

* CEDAW C/ 1997/11/ 1.
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Annex
UNI TED NATI ONS EDUCATI ONAL, SCI ENTI FI C AND CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ON
REPORT TO THE SEVENTEENTH SESSI ON OF THE COWM TTEE ON THE
ELI M NATI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AGAI NST WOMVEN
(Rel evant to article 10 and related articles)
. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. Article 10 of the Convention calls for equal access for appropriate

neasures to elimnate discrimnation against women in order to ensure themto
equal rights with men in the field of education; the sane conditions for career
vocational guidance and vocational training; access to the sane choice of
curricula; the elimnation of stereotyped concepts of the roles of men and wonen
at all levels and in fornms of education; the sane opportunities for access to
programes of continuing education; the reduction of fermal e student drop-out
rates; access to participate in sports and physical education programes; and
access to educational programmes to ensure the health and wel | -being of

fam i es.

2. As stated in UNESCO s report to the sixteenth session of the Committee, in
order to continue the monmentum of the Fourth World Conference on Worren (Beiji ng,
Sept enber 1995) and the 28th session of the General Conference, the Director-
General of UNESCO created a new structure for all matters concerni ng wonen and
gender, consisting of a new Unit for the Pronotion of the Status of Wnen and
Gender Equality as the overall coordinator, and two specific programes: Wnen
and the Culture of Peace activities and wonmen in the Mediterranean progranme.
The main franework of this work is UNESCO s commitnents to United Nations

deci sions, nanely, the relevant United Nations resolutions, the United Nations
systemw de nmediumterm plan for the advancenent of wonen, regional platforns
for action concerning wonen and the results of major recent United Nations
conferences (R o, Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen, |stanbul).

3. UNESCO s mai n obj ectives regarding women and girls continue to be the nine
principle objectives that were presented at the Beijing Conference as UNESCO s
agenda for gender equality and subsequently endorsed by the 28th Genera
Conference of UNESCO as an integral part of UNESCO s Medi um Term Strat egy
1996-2001. The following is a presentation of UNESCO s progranmes and
activities since the sixteenth session of the Conmittee on the Elimnation of

Di scrimnation agai nst Wnen, relevant to article 10 and related articles of the
Convention which could contribute to the Conmttee's consideration of the
reports of States parties

1. LITERACY AND EDUCATI ON

4. Besi des pronoting the right of women and girls to education as a
fundanental human right and a key to devel opnment, UNESCO s activities focus
increasingly on the education of women and girls within the context of rura
comunities. This is particularly true in the African region where a
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conprehensive effort is being made to link formal and non-formal educationa
activities and to tailor themto the needs and aspirations of the conmunity.
Priority is given to the devel opment of functional training progranmes and
centres and comunity centres through which non-fornmal education that |inks
trai ning and work experience can be provided to wonen and girls. The training
of teachers and/or animators for such centres is also a top priority. 1In
cooperation with external partners, particularly other United Nations agenci es,
an international canpaign will be launched in 1998, pronoting the rights of
wonmen and girls to education, as requested of UNESCO in paragraph 87 of the
Beijing Platformfor Action.?

5. Educati on al so needs to prepare young people for the denmands of adulthood
and to fill the current vacuumin the gui dance of youths. One approach in
addressing these problens is the introduction of a gui dance and counselling
programe whi ch conti nues beyond career guidance to self-devel opment as a neans
to hel ping young girls to enter adulthood with confidence and a sense of

purpose. Wth this in mnd, a special project has been designed by UNESCO s
Basi ¢ Education Programme for pronoting girls' and wonen's education in Africa,
"An African approach to hel p young people especially girls, to cope with socia
and econom ¢ changes in their societies”. Project inplenmentation is expected to
begin in 1998.

6. Ten First Ladies from French-speaking African countries expressed their
commtnent to the education of girls and wonen during a neeting held at
Quagadougou from 17 to 21 February 1997. O ganized by UNESCO and the Pari s-
based Fondation pour |'Enfance, the neeting was the second in a series of
regional meetings to determne if countries that have ratified the Convention on
the Rights of the Child are following up on their obligations. Equal access to
early education for girls, in accordance with the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child, which addresses the equal status of girls in society, is a priority
for UNESCO. A similar nmeeting for Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean on the
Convention will take place in Colonbia in 1998 and will receive the persona
support of the region's First Ladies.

7. UNESCO s d obal Strategy for Wnen in H gher Educati on and Devel opnent
takes full account of all instrunments, including the Conmttee on the
Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wonen, for its legitimacy. In

February 1997, at the Fifth NGO Consultation, a round table was held on the
conpl ex i ssue of "Wwen graduates and the | abour market, which is particularly
important in present circunstances. The recommendations stressed the need to
root all action in favour of wormen in law for maxi muminpact. Hence the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen is
implicit inthis matter. Simlarly, UNESCO s Wrld Conference on Hi gher
Education, to be convened in Septenber 1998, will|l adopt a conprehensive plan of
action for the reform of higher education systens throughout the world gui ded by
the principle of nerit, as stipulated in article 26, paragraph 1, of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts ("higher education shall be equally
accessible to all on the basis of nerit").®

8. The Asi a-Pacific Programre of Education for Al (APPEAL) is undertaking
country studies on the situation of literacy and basic education with regard to
worren's and girls' education in Bangl adesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan through

/...
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col l aboration with the Asian-South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education ( ASPBAE)
These will be published in the respective countries, and will be translated into
| ocal | anguage to ensure wi der dissemnation. A final report will contain an
overview. It is intended that the results of the studies would serve as a basis
for policy recommendations and inplenentation in the Asian countries. The
report will be also presented at a High-level Consultation Meeting on Education
for Grls and Wnen to be held at Nagarkot, Nepal, from12 to 14 August 1997
organi zed by APPEAL. The neeting will be attended by Permanent Secretaries,
nenbers of each national planning council responsible for the education sector
from Bangl adesh, India, Nepal and Paki stan, UNESCO, ASPBAE/Wrld Education and
ot her devel opnent partners.

9. In Eastern and Central Europe, UNESCO has been requested to initiate and
rei nforce gender studies at the university level, the training of wormen for
nmanagenent and deci si on-nmaki ng posts and to provide "legal literacy"

particularly geared to parliamentary denocracy and a narket econony. Further
work is required regarding public awareness of the extrene forns of

di scrimnation suffered by wonen, such as rape and other forns of viol ence,
particularly in situations of arned conflict, and the eradication of
sexi st/ gender stereotypes in educational progranmmes and school textbooks and

ot her pedagogi cal tools (toys, ganes, etc.). Attention will focus on the
setting up of a subregional wonen's centre which woul d assist the participating
countries in devel oping a regular conmuni cation flow and exchange of experiences
on how to assist wonen and girls in the changed soci o-econom c circunstances
resulting fromthe transition froma centrally planned to a narket econony.

10. Assistance to wonen and children who have been victins of rape as a tool of
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina (resolution 11.1.11.6, adopted by UNESCO s 27th
General Conference) continues to be a priority for UNESCO. Three programes
will be developed in the next two years on: (a) strengthening the reception
capacity and care of wonen and children victins of war; (b) the creation in the
town of CGorazde of a centre for initiatives to conbat postwar narginalization
and exclusion by, inter alia, using manual work as therapy; this will also

i ncl ude a basic medi cal - psychol ogi cal unit focusing on problens related to the
sexual health of these wonmen, and the drafting in cooperation with the Medica
Centre in Zenica of a manual to be used by people working in the reception
centres and therapists, and (c) strengthening of the role of women in the
process of peace and denocracy and of their participation in the econom ¢ and
social life of Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

11. In the region of Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean, a regional preparatory
conference was held at Brasilia from22 to 24 January 1997 to di scuss UNESCO s
Fifth International Conference on Adult Education (CONI TTEA V), held at Hanburg,
Germany, from 14 to 18 July, where the issue of wonen's enpowernment through
education was strongly supported. The declaration and recomendati ons of the
preparatory Conference continually enphasized that education for the young and
adults nust pronote, at all levels and nodalities of the educational process,
gender fairness to guarantee equal opportunities to wonen and nmen. Furthernore,
one recomrendation entitled "The education of young and adults as a neans to
enmpower wonen", contains 17 chapters dedicated to this subject. Priority wll
be given to initiatives that aimto enpower wonen by providing themwith the
tools for change in education, socio-econom c opportunities, civic and cultura

/...
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participation in their comunities and basic human rights, as well as to
promoting neasures that tend to guarantee the equality of opportunities in the
education and training of wonen who work, and pronoting training programes in
matters of gender addressed to male and fenal e teachers, to put in place
adequat e eval uation and nonitoring to assure the inplenentation of an education
for equality, fairness and respect for the rights of girls and woren.

12. The Protocol of cooperation signed between UNESCO and the Islamc

Organi zation for Education, Sciences and Culture (ISESCO) in early 1996 for a
two-year period suggests at |east one of the priorities regardi ng wonmen and
girls in the Arab region, that is, providing | SESCO with expertise in defining
the research nethodol ogy to be used in its nmenber States for reviewi ng what kind
of education is available to wonen.

I11. CAREER AND VOCATI ONAL GUI DANCE - VOCATI ONAL TRAI NI NG

13. The project on "Scientific, technical and vocational education of girls in
Africa" ains to enhance gender equality in enrolment, quality and achi evenent in
scientific, technical and vocational education, through the encouragenent of
local initiatives and by stinulating political action. The main thrust is to
pronote gender-inclusive policies and their inplenmentation, notably concerning a
basic scientific, technical and vocational curriculumwhich responds to the
needs of those pupils who will enter the working world as well as those who will
continue to study scientific and technol ogi cal subjects in secondary and hi gher
education. The project's needs assessnent phase, which is currently being
conpleted, will lay the basis for future activities, such as subregional

wor kshops and support to national activities. Namibia is envisaged to be
included in the project, and a national survey has been undertaken to assess
girls' and wonen's participation in science and the underlying reasons for their
| ow participation, including the objectives and organi zati on of educati on,
expectations of boys and girls, and the practice and i mage of science and its
presentation for |earning.

14. Simlarly, in order to provide opportunities for young wonen to obtain
access to specific scientific fields of study (marine science, ecol ogy, geol ogy
and hydrol ogy) the science sector under the franework of the four

i ntergovernnental programmes - Man and the Bi osphere, the Internationa

Geol ogi cal Commi ssion Programre, the |International Hydrol ogi cal Programe, and
t he | ntergovernmental Oceanographic Commi ssion - grants fellowships to young
wonmen scientists. Wthin the International Hydrol ogi cal Programre, the project
on "Wonen, water supply and use" provides support to African wonen scientists to
continue their education in the field of water resources as well as the

organi zati on of non-formal education programmes in rural areas. (The reporting
States at the current session of the Committee are menbers of the Internationa
Hydr ol ogi cal Programe.)
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V. THE ELI M NATI ON OF DI SCRI M NATORY STERECTYPES OF MEN AND WOVEN

15. Special attention continues to be given to the elimnation of

di scrimnatory stereotypes of wonmen. This conponent is included in all specia
proj ects concerning wonen undertaken w thin UNESCO s education sector -
Pronoting Grls' and Wnen's Education in Africa; Science; Technical and
Vocational Education of Grls in Africa; Wnen, Hi gher Education and

Devel opnent; and Wonen, Science and Technol ogy - as well as in other programe
sectors of UNESCO that are working on special projects concerning wonen. This
action will be further reinforced especially in view of the conclusions of the
International Parlianmentary Union Conference on the partnership of men and wonen
in politics (New Del hi, February 1997), which called upon UNESCO to assist in a
fundanental attitude change regardi ng wonen/ gender through formal and non-fornma
educati on.

16. The special project on "Wnen, science and technol ogy" ains at upgrading
the intellectual potential of wonen scientists by offering them new nmeans of
action, through the creation and reinforcement of networks of wonen scientists
working in the field of research, education and industry. The Hel ena Rubinstein
prize, awarded for the first tine in 1997, is another inportant neans of
encour agi ng wonen scientists fromall over the world. Likewi se, an officia
UNESCO nedal marking the 130th anniversary of the birth of Marie Curie which
wi Il be available in Novermber 1997. Qut of 42 UNESCO nedals, it will be the
first to honour a wonan.

V. TOMRDS A " CGENDER- SENSI Tl VE' CULTURE OF PEACE PROGRAMVE
AND THE PROMOTI ON OF WOMEN S RI GHTS

17. In the Asia-Pacific region, UNESCO s Regional Unit for Social and Human
Sciences in Asia and the Pacific (RUSHSAP) inplenents activities related to
human rights, including wonen's peace rights, within the framework of the cross-
di sciplinary project "Towards a cul ture of peace". This project focuses on the
respect for and pronotion of human rights and fundanmental freedons, rejection of
violence and all fornms of discrimnation, and attachment to the principles of
justice and solidarity, tolerance and understandi ng anong nations, groups and
individuals alike. In line with the Beijing Conference, the project contributes
to the pronotion of better know edge and the effective application of women's

ri ghts.

18. Two other projects undertaken in the Asia-Pacific region focus on specific
i ssues involving woen's rights:

(a) The project on "Wnen's equality of rights with nen in econonic |ife"
Gui delines for case studies on the enpowernment of wonen in economc life,
particularly in small and nmedi um si ze enterprises, have been prepared with a
view to supporting the pronmotion of human rights (including wonen's rights) and
denocracy. Case studies will exam ne broad national |egal frameworks governing
and/or influencing the participation of wonmen in their country's economc life,
in order to assess the inpact of these national |aws on wonen's equality of
rights with nen.
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Wren's NGOs in the Lao People's Denocratic Republic - the Laotian Wnen's
Union - and in Viet Nam- the Viet Nam Wnen's Union - are finalizing case
studies on their respective countries, while the Sel f-Enpl oyed Wnen's
Organi zati on- SEWA, in Ahmedabad, |ndia, has al so been requested to docunent its
long struggle. Their expertise will guide other wonen's NGOs in the el aboration
of their respective franeworks of action. These case studies will be submtted
as background docunents for the Subregional Wrkshop on Worren in Small and
Medi um Enterprises, which will take place at the UNESCO Princi pal Regi ona
Ofice for Asia and the Pacific (PROAP) at Bangkok from 16 to 19 June 1997
This workshop will be attended by representati ves of governnment agenci es,
research institutes, associations, cooperatives, United Nations agencies (the
United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wwnen (UNIFEM, the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)/Wrnen in |nternational Devel opnent
(WD), the International Labour Organization (1LO and the United Nations
I ndustrial Devel opment Organization (UNIDO)), the Asian Institute of Technol ogy
and other institutions involved in wonen/ gender and devel opnent i ssues.
Participating countries include the Islam c Republic of Iran, Mngolia, Manmar
Papua New Cui nea, Western Sanpa, India, the Lao People's Denocratic Republic,
Viet Nam Canbodia, Thailand and the Philippines. The analysis and di scussion
of the case studies will assist wonen's NGOs in el aborating rel evant frameworks
of action, presenting new ways for the pronotion and the equitable
i mpl ement ati on of wonen's basic rights, specific to wonen's econom ¢
participation;

(b) The project on "Wnen's involverment in the denbcratization process".
A nonograph i s being prepared by RUSHSAP on wonen's invol venent in the
denocrati zati on process (Sri Lanka, January-June 1997), to be based on a case
study undertaken in collaboration with the Centre for Wnen's Research in Sri
Lanka, based on guidelines devel oped by RUSHSAP. The case studi es docunent
strategi es and nodalities that civil society and individuals, particularly
wonmen, devise within their country's political, econonmc, social and cultura
context to naintain peace and ensure that the dynam cs of denbcratic processes
are functioning and that these processes all benefit the sections of the
comunity nost affected by conflict. The conclusions to be drawn fromthe study
wi || advance wonen's specific strategies (consultation, dialogue, decision-
nmaki ng) to ensure that their involvenent in the denocratization process protects
themas well as their communities and their societies fromfurther self-
destruction. The nonograph is expected to be published in 1997.

19. Enphasis is also placed on anal ysing gender-related factors that hinder or
encourage the transition froma culture of war and viol ence to one of peace, and
appropriate actions in this context. Wile wonen's roles and status have been
broadly debated over the recent decades, nmen's roles have been exam ned only in
a few countries, even though the question of the forns of masculinity has
recently been addressed in a series of publications. An expert group neeting
will take place from25 to 28 Septenber 1997 in Gslo on: "Male roles and
masculinities in the perspective of a culture of peace". The neeting is
expected to contribute to a broadened understandi ng of gender socialization
within different cultural contexts and its inplications for the devel opnment of a
culture of peace, with a special focus on the socialization of boys and nen.
Simlar nmeetings are foreseen in other regions, building on the findings of the
Csl o neeti ng.
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20. The UNESCO project on "A lifeline for Afghan wonen" has been allowed to
continue by the Taliban authorities, who have inposed a strict version of
Islamic rule in the areas they control. The project uses a radio soap opera and
a cartoon nmagazine to transmt key health and education nessages to wonen and
their famlies who have suffered fromnearly two decades of armed conflict.
Launched via the BBC Wrld Service, the New Life cartoon nagazi ne was introduced
as a followup to the soap opera and to provide supplenentary reading materia
for those who have recently learned to read.

VI. THE HEALTH AND WELL- BEI NG OF FAM LI ES

21. As the lack of access of wonen and girls to health care education is one of
the 12 critical areas of concern identified by the Beijing Platformfor Action
and taking into account as well the need to conbat H V/ AIDS through a
recognition of gender factors and its specific growi ng impact on wonen, UNESCO
cooperates with the Joint United Nations Programme on H V/ AIDS (UNAIDS) and the
co- sponsoring agencies wi thin the UNAIDS | nter-Agency Wrking Goup on Gender

A project proposal prepared by UNESCO s Progranme for Preventive Education and
Comuni cation on wonen and AIDS will be inplenmented in collaboration with the
United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP).

22. UNESCO s Programme for Preventive Education and Comuni cation focuses on
activities designed for societies where nen have traditionally played a dom nant
role and wonen have little control over their sexual behaviour and reproductive
patterns. These activities have included workshops in India and Nepal for
representatives of grass-roots |evel wonen's organizations in order to pronote
education for devel opi ng the awareness, know edge and skills to protect

t henmsel ves from STDs in general and HV/AIDS in particular. The progranmme al so
has as one of its main objectives the integration of education for the
prevention of HV/AIDS in the school curriculum Since the education of girls
has been severely affected by the H V/ AIDS epidenmic in many African countries,
the introduction of H V/AIDS prevention in the school setting is a vital factor
in containing the disease and changing attitudes towards girls' education

23. Malaria remains one of the developing world's nost serious public health
problens, with nore than 2 billion people at risk. dobally, the malaria
situation is worsening, particularly in poorer countries. In Africa, malariais
responsi ble for the death of an estimated 1 to 2 million children every year

An agreenent was signed between UNESCO and the World Health O ganization (WHO
to strengthen the role of education in nalaria prevention. Its aimis to
nobi | i ze school s, children, parents and communities to pronote nal ari a-safe
behavi ours such as personal protection neasures, early diagnosis and treatnment
and comunity-based prevention. As wonen play a key role in health education
for the prevention of nmalaria since they make critical decisions with regard to
the care and managenment of sick children, special attention will be given to
their educati on.

24. Practical advice on health, childcare, agricultural nethods, vocationa
training, job opportunities and the role of wonen in the inplenmentation of |oca
devel opnent actions will be broadcast through UNESCO s pilot rural community
radi o project known as "Wrnen speaking to wonen", which is managed primarily by

l...
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worren, on issues of interest to wonen. The Communi cations Division of UNESCO
ainms to create such stations in the Cari bbean, Asia and Africa. In Africa,
stations will be established in Canmeroon, Malawi and Cape Verde. All stations
shoul d be operational by the end of 1997. The programes will al so enabl e wonen

to express their opinions on issues of direct concern to them and to devel op
nedi a and conmuni cations skills in these rural areas.

Not es

a A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. I, resolution 1, annex II

b General Assenbly resolution 217 A (I11).



