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ANNEX

Appeal by the State Dunma of the Federal Assenbly of the Russian
Federation, dated 20 June 1997, to the special session of the
Ceneral Assenbly on the overall review and appraisal of the

i npl erentati on of Agenda 21

In connection with the opening of the special session of the United Nations
Ceneral Assenbly to Review and Appraise the I nplenentation of Agenda 21
(hereinafter referred to as the special session), the State Duma of the Russian
Feder ati on,

Recogni zi ng the need to inplenent the concept of sustainable devel opnent
and desirous of contributing to the achievenent of goals stipulated in
Agenda 21,

Qui ded by principle 25 of the Rio Declaration on environnment and
devel opnent, in accordance with which "Peace, devel opment, and environnmenta
protection are interdependent and indivisible",

Reaffirm ng the Russian Federation's commtnent to the idea of the
elimnati on of nucl ear weapons, and seeking to reorient mlitary technol ogi es
and redistribute mlitary expenditures in the interests of sustainable
devel opnent,

Wl com ng the special session and understanding its enornous international
significance,

Notes that a nunber of the difficulties encountered in the inplenmentation
of Agenda 21 relate to the exceptional conplexity of tasks set in the docunent,
caused by the lack of environmentally safe gl obal energy technol ogi es,

Draws the attention of the special session to the fact that the Report of
the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (Ri o de Janeiro,
3-14 June 1992) does not reflect the prospective potential of astronautics and
space expl orati on,

Not es that, should manki nd reassign the nuclear mssile potential schedul ed
for elimnation to the delivery of extraterrestrial materials into Earth orbits,
man coul d exploit the resources of the solar systemin the course of the twenty-
first century,

States that, through the rational application in outer space of the
techni cal and technol ogi cal | egacy of the arnms race, instead of its hasty
destruction, the use of the existing nuclear mssile potential of the Russian
Federation, the United States of America, and other countries for the benefit of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent is capable of giving inpetus to the preservation and
i nprovenent of the environnent by nobilizing extraterrestrial energy and
material resources for the devel opnent of civilization
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The State Dunma believes that the foll owing woul d pronmote the exploitation
of outer space resources:

An appeal by the special session to Menber States to review their attitude
t owar ds nucl ear and space technology with regard for its influence on people's
outl ook on the world, and taking into account the new opportunities provided by
m ssil e and nucl ear di sar manent ;

An appeal by the special session to the Governments of the Russian
Federation and the United States of America to consider the rational enploynent
of their mssile and nucl ear potential as a contribution of these two countries
to common efforts to ensure sustainabl e devel opnent and preservation of the
natural environment of this earth; to start - should the response of the two
Governnents be positive - devel oping relevant international programes and
projects ensuring respect for the regime of non-proliferation of nuclear and
m ssil e technol ogi es and for intellectual property rights;

An appeal by the special session to the business, technol ogi cal and
scientific comunities, as well as to non-governnmental organizations, to support
research and devel opnent relating to the use of astronautics and nucl ear
capacities in the interests of sustainable devel opment through financing and the
provi sion of independent international expertise;

An appeal by the special session to the mass nedia to ensure, by providing
reliable, full, and tinely information, the transparency of decision-naking in
regard to the above-nentioned issues, and the possibility of public
participation in such deci sion-nmaki ng.

The State Duma calls on

The United Nations to create an international |egal basis for the process
of redirecting nuclear mssile potential to the objectives stipulated in
Agenda 21 and to ensure the financing of an international expert analysis of the
attendant positive and negative factors,

Devel oped and devel opi ng countries to participate on an equal partnership
footing in the above activities, ensuring the equitable distribution of
expendi t ures,

The Governnents of the nuclear Powers to start developing in the course of
nucl ear di sarmanent technol ogi es and means for the peaceful use in outer space
of nuclear mssile potential and to make provision for international programes
and projects, inter alia, by reallocating resources assigned to defence
expendi t ures,

The State Dunma wi shes the special session fruitful work in the name of
cooperation of the nations of the Earth for the inplenentation of Agenda 21, and
expresses the hope that the above-nmentioned issues will be understood and
constructively resolved, which in turn will pronote peace, disarmanent, trust
and nutual understandi ng anmong nati ons.




