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Addendum

C. Inplenentation in areas requiring urgent action

2. Sectors and issues

1. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Wiol e considered paragraphs 43-54 of the
proposed out come of the special session (A/S19/14-E 1997/60, chap. |.B) at its
th neeting, on __ June 1997

2. At the same neeting, the Conmittee approved the foll owi ng anendnents and
recommended t hose paragraphs to the General Assenbly for adoption, as anended:

(a) In the heading "Radi oacti ve wastes" above paragraph 49, the asterisk
and correspondi ng footnote were del eted;

(b) Paragraph 49 was revised to read:

"49. Radi oactive wastes can have very serious environnmental and human

heal th i npacts over long periods of time. Therefore it is essential that
they be managed in a safe and responsi ble way. The storage,

transportati on, transboundary novenent and di sposal of radioactive wastes
shoul d be guided by all the principles of the Rio Declaration, and by
Agenda 21. States which generate radioactive wastes have a responsibility
to ensure their safe storage and disposal. |n general, radioactive wastes
shoul d be disposed of in the territory of the State in which they are
generated as far as is conpatible with the safety of the management of such
material. Each country has a responsibility to ensure that radi oactive
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wastes that fall within its jurisdiction are nmanaged properly in accordance
with internationally accepted principles, taking fully into account any
transboundary effects. The international community should nake all efforts
to prohibit the export of radioactive wastes to those countries that do not
have appropriate waste treatnent and storage facilities. The internationa
comunity al so recogni zes that regional arrangenents or jointly used
facilities mght be appropriate for the disposal of such wastes in certain
ci rcunst ances. The managenent 2® of radi oactive wastes shoul d be undertaken
in a manner consistent with international |aw including the provisions of
rel evant international and regional conventions and with internationally
accepted standards. It is inportant to intensify safety neasures wth
regard to radioactive wastes. States, in cooperation with rel evant

i nternational organizations, where appropriate, should not pronote or allow
the storage or disposal of high-level, intermedi ate-1evel and | ow|eve

radi oactive wastes near the marine environnent unless they determ ne that
scientific evidence, consistent with the applicable internationally agreed
princi ples and gui delines, shows that such storage or disposal poses no
unacceptabl e risk to people and the marine environnment or does not
interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea. |In the process of the
consi deration of that evidence, appropriate application of the
precautionary approach principle should be made. Further action is needed
by the international comunity to address the need for enhancing awareness
of the inportance of safe management of radioactive wastes, and to ensure
the prevention of incidents and accidents involving the uncontrolled

rel ease of such wastes";

(c) In paragraph 50, the asterisk and correspondi ng footnote were del et ed;
in the fourth sentence, the words "it is best for radi oactive wastes to be
di sposed of " were replaced by "radi oactive wastes should be di sposed of";

(d) Paragraph 51 was revised to read:

"51. Increased gl obal and regi onal cooperation, including exchange of

i nformation and experience and transfer of appropriate technologies, is
needed to inprove the managenent of radi oactive wastes. There is a need to
support the clean-up of sites contam nated as a result of all types of

nucl ear activity and to conduct health studies in the regions around those
sites, as appropriate, with a viewto identifying where health treatnent
may be needed and shoul d be provided. Technical assistance should be
provided to devel opi ng countries, recognizing the special needs of snal

i sland devel oping States in particular, to enable themto devel op or

i nprove procedures for the management and safe disposal of radioactive
wastes deriving fromthe use of radi onuclides in nedicine, research and

i ndustry";

(e) In paragraph 52, the words "indigenous people[s]" were replaced by the
wor ds "indi genous peopl e(s)";

(f) Paragraph 53 was revised to read:
"It remains essential to continue efforts for the eradication of

poverty through, inter alia, capacity-building to reinforce local food
systens, inproving food security and providi ng adequate nutrition for the
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nmore than 800 mllion undernourished people in the world, located mainly in
devel opi ng countries. Governnments should forrnul ate policies that pronote
sustai nable agriculture as well as productivity and profitability.

Conpr ehensive rural policies are required to i nprove access to | and, conbat
poverty, create enploynent and reduce rural emigration. |In accordance with
commtnents agreed to in the Rone Declaration on World Food Security and
the World Food Summit Plan of Action, adopted by the Wrld Food Summ t
(Rone, 13-17 Novenber 1996), *® sustainable food security anong both the
urban and the rural poor should be a policy priority, and devel oped
countries and the international community should provide assistance to
devel opi ng countries to this end. To neet those objectives, CGovernnents
shoul d attach high priority to inplementing the commtnents of the Rone
Decl arati on and Pl an of Action, especially the call for a mninmmtarget of
hal vi ng t he nunber of undernourished people in the world by the year 2015
CGovernments and international organizations are encouraged to inplenent the
G obal Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of

Pl ant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture as adopted by the
International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources (Leipzig,
Gernmany, 17-23 June 1996). At the sixth session of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, in 1998, the issues of sustainable agriculture and
| and use shoul d be considered in relation to freshwater. The chall enge for
agricultural research is to increase yields on all farm ands while
protecting and conserving the natural resource base. The internationa
comunity and Governments nust continue or increase investrments in
agricultural research because it can take years or decades to devel op new
lines of research and bring those research findings into sustainable
practice on the land. Developing countries, particularly those with high
popul ation densities, will need international cooperation to gain access to
the results of such research and to technol ogy aimed at inproving
agricultural productivity inlimted spaces. More generally, internationa
cooperation continues to be needed to assi st devel oping countries in many
ot her aspects of basic requirenments of agriculture. There is a need to
support the continuation of the reformprocess in conformty with the
Uruguay Round Agreenent, particularly article 20 of the Agreenent on
Agriculture, and to fully inplenment the Wrld Trade O gani zati on Deci sion
on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform
Programe on Least-Devel oped and Net Food-|nporting Devel opi ng Countries"



