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Chapter -. FOLLONUP TO THE UN TED NATI ONS CONFERENCE ON
HUVAN SETTLEMENTS (HABI TAT I1) (Agenda item 6)

A Introduction

1. The Cormmi ssion consi dered agenda item6 at its 2nd through 5th plenary
neetings, from28 to 30 April, in the context of its general debate.
Committee Il considered the itemat its 3rd, 4th and 5th neetings, on 29 and
30 April and on 1 May.

2. It had before it the follow ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Executive Director on the review of the working
nmet hods of the Conmi ssion on Human Settlements (HS/ T 16/4);

(b) Prelimnary report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the assessnent of
UNCHS (Habitat) (HS/ T 16/5);

(c) Report of the Executive Director on the role of |ocal
authorities, the private sector, non-governmental organizations and ot her
partners in the inplenentation and nonitoring of the Habitat Agenda
(HS T 16/ 6);

(d) Note by the secretariat on the report of the United Nations
Conf erence on Human Settlenents (Habitat 11) (HS T 16/ CRP. 4);
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(e) Note by the secretariat on the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on
the inplementation and the followup to the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlerments (Habitat 11) (HS T 16/ CRP.5);

() Note by the Executive Drector on the background note to the
prelimnary report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the assessnent of UNCHS
(Habitat) (HS/ T 16/1NF. 10).

3. Inintroducing the item the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral pointed out
that the review of working nethods of the Comm ssion was submtted pursuant
to the relevant paragraphs of General Assenbly resolution 51/177, on the

i npl enentati on of the outcome of the second United Nations Conference on
Human Settlerments (Habitat 11). By that resolution the General Assenbly had
endor sed the rel evant recommendations of Habitat |1, especially the Habitat
Agenda. The inportance of partnership, as enphasized in the Agenda had al so
been endorsed by the Assenbly.

B. D scussion

1. Penary
4. Al del egations underscored the success of the United Nations

Conference on Hunan Settlenents (Habitat 11) and reaffirned their conmitment
to the inplementation of the Habitat Agenda. Many del egations stressed the
need to ensure that the commtnents nade at Habitat Il were translated into
effective action, through the formul ation and inpl enentation of concrete
policies and programres on the ground.

5. A nunber of del egations el aborated on their followup activities since
Habitat Il, informng the neeting on their respective national plans of
action and ot her hunan settl ements devel opnment policies, programes and
projects inplenented in their countries. Sone del egations wel coned the
initiative taken by the secretariat in preparing a new set of guidelines for
the inplementation of the Habitat Agenda, focusing on in-country activities,
leading to the formulation, inplementation, nonitoring, assessment and
updating of the national plans of action.

6. Several del egations stressed the need for a well-coordinated follow up
of Habitat Il. While recognizing that the Habitat Agenda pl aced prinary
responsibility for its inplenentati on on Governments, many del egati ons noted
that Covernments were not in a position to acconplish the objectives of
Habitat Il alone. Many del egations stressed the need for partnership
arrangenents between Governments, |ocal authorities, the private sector and



HS/ T 16/ L. 1/ Add. 6
Page 3
non- gover nrent al and conmmuni ty-based organi zations in the inplementation of
the Habitat Agenda. Several del egations noted that such partnership
arrangenents shoul d be pronmoted at both the national and internationa
| evel s.

7. G ven the nmagnitude of the task of achieving sustainabl e hunan
settlements am d pervasive poverty and horel essness, many del egati ons
stressed the need for enhanced technical cooperation, external support and
assistance in the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda. One del egati on

hi ghl i ghted the need for assistance to refugees, returnees and displ aced
persons. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the inportance of an exchange of ideas
and expertise as a way to create synergy. ne del egation expressed interest
in collaborating with UNCHS (Habitat) in setting up a regional urban
observatory in the Asia/Pacific region.

8. Many del egations were of the view that the strengthening of the

Commi ssion and the Centre would be vital for the inplementation, nonitoring
and eval uation of the Habitat Agenda. Several del egations enphasized that
the goal should be to enable the Centre effectively to carry out its

| eadership role in the field of sustainable human settlements devel oprment and
shelter. Reference was nade to General Assenbly resolution 51/177, in which
the Assenbly called for an assessnent of the Centre by the Secretary-Ceneral
with a viewto revitalizing its functions. Several delegations stressed the
need to review the programre of work and the working nethods of the

Comm ssion in order to integrate the follow up process of Habitat Il into
them Wth regard to the nandate, programre of work and working met hods of
t he Conmi ssion, several delegations rem nded the nmeeting of the necessity to
keep in nind the broader discussions on United Nations reformthat were
currently taking place, aimed at streamining the United Nati ons machinery in
order to increase its efficiency. They referred, in particular to the
forthcom ng Econonic and Social Council session, in July 1997, at which the
Counci| woul d begin a conprehensive and in-depth review of its subsidiary
bodi es, including the review and strengthening of the nandate of the

Comm ssion on Hunman Settlements. (ne del egation suggested that in advancing
the Habitat Agenda, the Centre should foll ow the new devel opnent strategy of
the O ganisation for Econonic Cooperation and Devel opnent (CECD).

9. Some del egations called for nore frequent meetings of the Commi ssion,
to enabl e Governnments and civic partners to inplenent the Habitat Agenda
effectively. One del egation pointed out the inportance for the Conmission to
hol d speci al sessions in 1998 and 2000, in order to enable Menber States and
other partners to share experiences and to review and apprai se the

i npl enentati on process of the Habitat Agenda. Qher del egations supported
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the continuation of the biennial cycle of sessions, bearing in mnd resource
constraints.

10. Many del egations recogni zed the vital role of local authorities, the
private sector, non-governmental organizations and community-based

organi zations in the field of shelter and human settl enent devel opnent and
argued that the representatives of those organizations should participate in
the inplementation and nonitoring of the Habitat Agenda. Several del egations
enphasi zed that future participation in the Comm ssion by |ocal authorities,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector should be within the
framework of the relevant rules and regul ations of the United Nations. Sone
del egati ons expressed reservations in regard to those partners bei ng accorded
full menbership in the Conmission. Many del egations supported their
integration within national delegations to the Commi ssi on

2. Commttee |

11. Del egati ons general ly agreed that the invol verent of |ocal authorities,
non- gover nrent al or gani zati ons and ot her menbers of civil society was vita
for the work of UNCHS (Habitat) and for the inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda. The inportance of partnerships, formal and infornal, was enphasized
by al nost all del egations, and several del egations enphasi zed the speci al
position of |ocal authorities.

12. Del egations were of the viewthat the proposal to expand nenbership of
the Conmission to include partners fromcivil society was neither necessary
nor legally tenable. Several delegations agreed that the expansion of the
Comm ssion was an issue better discussed in the General Assenbly. Reference
was nmade to the Econom ¢ and Social Council rules and procedures,
specifically to the resolution on the rel ati onship between the United Nations
syst em and non-gover nnent al organi zati ons.

13. Al del egations were unani nously of the opinion that there was a need
to involve menbers of civil society in an ongoing process of consultation and
of working out relationships for inplenmenting actual projects on the ground.
The nodalities for such a consultative process needed further el aboration and
coul d be worked out by individual countries and UNCHS (Habitat).

14. e non-gover nnent al spokesperson was of the view that, although the
subj ect of expansion of the Conmission was a novel idea, the consultative
process now being initiated was al so new. He therefore felt that new
situations required new nodel s.
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C. Action taken by the Comm ssi on

14. At its ... nmeeting on ... May, the Commi ssion adopted the follow ng
deci sion, which is reproduced in annex ...



