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A Introduction

1. Committee Il considered item8 at its 6th meeting, on 1 May. It had
before it the report of the Executive Director on the rights of the child,
particularly with respect to shelter and rel ated services (HS/ T 16/9). A
nunber of children addressed the Commttee, through poens, songs and
testinonies, on their perception of habitat issues. They al so handed a
decl aration on habitat issues to the Chairperson of the Committee.

2. In introducing the report, the representative of the Assistant
Secretary-CGeneral noted that the Habitat Agenda referred to children's

wel | -being as one of the nmost inportant indicators for healthy and

sust ai nabl e human settlenents. He went on to note that all of the activities
cited in the report, undertaken in response to Comm ssion resol ution 15/ 14,
were inplemented in very close collaboration with United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF). The close collaboration had resulted in an inportant
initiative on "child-friendly cities" and an international workshop,
"Africa's Wban Poor Child: Towards African Child-friendly Gties", held in
Accra in March 1997.

Na. 97- 1591 050597 /...

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies
to meetings and not to request additional copies.




HS/ ¢ 16/ L. 1/ Add. 5
Page 2

B. D scussion

3. Many del egati ons commended the Centre on the report and requested the
Assi stant Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Conmission at its seventeenth
session on the issue. The del egations endorsed the strategy for pronoting
child-centred hunan settl enents devel opment and the main areas for action, as
outlined in the report. They also noted the inportance of the ful
participation of all actors, non-governmental organizations, commnity-based
organi zations, the public and private sectors etc., as partners in the
initiative.

4. Several delegations stressed that, in trying to inprove the |iving
conditions of children, special attention had to be paid to the fanily and
speci al programres devised for its protection, especially in difficult

ci rcunstances. Several del egations noted that shelter and rel ated services
had strong i nmpacts on health. A nunber of del egations noted that speci al
attention shoul d be given to street children, who had been on the increase in
nost devel oping countries, and to other children in especially difficult
circunstances. Qhers outlined the inportance of providing children with an
opportunity to participate fully in the managenent of hunan settl enents and
related programmes. Sore recalled a series of children's events held on
Wrld Water Day 1996, and the parallel event held on 29 April, during the
session of the Commission, was noted.

5. A nunber of delegations noted that, although poor urban children m ght
be worse off than poor rural children, the najority of children in devel opi ng
countries still lived in rural areas. Thus in reference to child-centred

human settl ements devel oprent, rural children living in snall towns and
vi |l ages shoul d be i ncl uded.

6. One del egation noted that UNICEF had the | ead nandate relating to
chil dren and expressed concern that no duplication of effort should occur
It was noted that all initiatives on child-centred human settl enents

devel oprment shoul d be based on cl ose cooperation between UNICEF and UNCHS
(Habitat). Qher del egations were pleased with the close collaboration

bet ween UNI CEF and UNCHS (Habitat) and encouraged it, especially within the
framework of the child-friendly cities initiative.



