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addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

On behal f of the Republic of Paraguay, which is the coordinator pro tenpore
of the Rlo Goup, | have the honour to request you to have the text of the
Decl aration of the RRo Goup distributed as a United Nati ons docunent as part of
t he docunentation to be considered during the nineteenth special session of the
Ceneral Assenbly.

(Signed) Randn Di AZ- PEREI RA
M ni st er
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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ANNEX

Declaration of the R o G oup

We, the nenber countries of the Permanent Mechani smfor Consultation and
Policy Coordination - Ro Goup - state our intention to continue to make
progress towards sustainabl e devel opnent by carrying out the decisions and
commitrments laid down in the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21, adopted at the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent held in Rio de Janeiro
in 1992. To this end, we shall step up our efforts to continue to pronote
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent as well as environmental protection.

Five years after the Earth Sunmt, we note sone progress towards achieving
its objectives, particularly with regard to institution-building, the
codification of environnental |aw, public participation, and the process ained
at reversing the trends in environmental problens. Nevertheless, the genera
outl ook for econom c and social developnent is no better than in 1992. The
envi ronnent continues to deteriorate and nmgjor environnmental problens are stil
deeply rooted in economic structures.

Therefore, aware of the needs to avoid greater environnental degradation
and, consequently, a deterioration of human health, we reaffirmour
determ nation to change certain production and consunption patterns in order to
hel p bring about a better life for all

We believe that international cooperation and di al ogue shoul d be gui ded by
principle 7 of Agenda 21, which says that States have common but differentiated
responsibilities.

We therefore urge the devel oped countries, cooperation agencies and
international financial institutions to strengthen their support for the
devel opi ng countries in accordance with the commtnents entered into at the
Earth Sunmt, especially with regard to the transfer of technol ogy and financia
resources. To that end, we urge conpliance with the provisions of chapter 33 of
Agenda 21 concerning official devel opnent assistance and the inplenentation of
i nnovati ve financing mechani sns.

We al so believe that the work of the United Nations Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent should be oriented towards the pronotion of Agenda 21 as
a whol e and that, accordingly, attention to emergi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent
i ssues should not be to the detriment of attention to unresol ved soci o-econonic
and environnental problens.

The United Nation Environnment Programme (UNEP), for its part, should
continue to provide environnental inputs for decision-making in the area of
sust ai nabl e devel opnment; its strengthening and provision wth adequate,
predi ctabl e budgetary resources are therefore inperative.

We renew our countries' commtnent to pronoting joint action for the
effective inplenentation of the agreenents and Plan of Action of the Summt of
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the Americas on Sustainabl e Devel opnent, adopted at Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
Bolivia, in Decenber 1996

These agreenments constitute a starting point for a hem sphere-w de position
on sustai nabl e devel opnent - the cornerstone of a cooperative alliance anbng the
States of the Anericas in their comon search for a better quality of life for
their peoples, based on integrated, nutually reinforcing economc, social and
envi ronnent al obj ecti ves.

We al so value the efforts made at the regional, subregional and nationa
| evel s through the adoption of policies and strategies intended to achieve
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.



