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Report of Ehe secretary-Gener aI

I. rn its regolution 35,/97 of 5 December I98o on asgistance to the conorog ' the

General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Secretary-Gen e( aI to continue his
efforts to npbilize the n-ecessary resources for an effective progr arnrne of
financial, technical and malerial assistance t'o the conorog and to arrange for a

review of the econonic situatlon of the cofirclros and the Progress nade in organizing
and inplenenting the special econonic assistance programme in tlne for the natter
to be c"onsidereat by the Assetnbly at its thirty-sixth session'

2. The secr e tary-Gen er aI accortlingly arranged for a review nission to vislt the

cotlFr os to consult rrith the Governnenl on the econonic situation and on the

progress nade in imPlenenting the speclal econonic assistance Progralnne' The

i"port or lhe revieht nission, wh ich is annexed, describes the econonic and

flnancial situation rn the country, outlines the Priority needs and Projects and

summarizes the progress nade in inplenenting thosl Projects which were included in

the earlier speclal ass lstance prolrutt" lsee A/35/394, annex' sect' III and

appendix).

3. In General Assenbly resolution 35/9-1 , :rhe Secretary-Gen er al was also reguested

to keep the situation in the conor 06 under conscant revie$ and to naintain close
coneact with uenber states, regional and other inter gover nnen tal organizations, the
sp€c ial-ized agencies and international f inancial institutions concerned'
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4. rn paragraph 7 of resorution 3s/97, the ceneral Assenbly inviteal a nunber oftnited Nations organizatrons and speciarized agencies to bri;9 to the attentron oftheir governing bodies the special needs of the conoros and to report the decislonsof chose bodies to the Secr e tary-cen er al by 15 Auqust 1981. Furthsrnore, in
Paragraph 9 of the sarne resolution, the appropriate organizations and progranunes ofthe united Nations systen vrere requested to report to the secre tary-Gen er al 0n thesteps they had taken and the resources they naa nade avalrabre to assist tneconolos ' The text of re'orution 35/97 has been connunrcated to the agencies andorganlzations concerned an(t their attention drawn to the gpecific requestgaddreEsed to them by the Assenbry, The repties of the agencies and 6rganizations,ill be reproduced in a report of the secr etary-Gen er ar covering the comoros and anunber of other countries for which the Assembly has requested the
secr etary-cener al to organize special economic 1""r"t"n.. progranmes.
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6, The bas ic
were des cr ibed

problens eh ich
in sone deta il

nake the Comorog one of the
in previous reports of the

worldrs poorest countr ies
Secretary-ceneral. 1/ In

I. INTRODUCTION

r' The serious econonic situatioh in the comoros was brought to the attention ofthe General Assernbl.y in a number of reports (A/32/2OB and A.ld.I and 2i A/33/IIO;A/34/36I and corr.li A/3.4_1551, and An;ng4l 'which 
referred respecrively toAssembly resolutions 3L/.42 _ot l oecembei tsie,"zzlgz of 13 Decembe r rg17. 33/L23 ot19 Decenber l9?8 and 34/L27 ot 14 oecembei fgiS on assistance to the comoros.

2, on 5 Decenber 1980, the ceneral Assenbly adopted resolution 35/97, in which itnoted with concern that the assistance thus iar provided farrs short of t,'e urgentrequirements of the Comoros and reiterated its appeal to Menber States, regionaland interregional organizations and "a.i 
-in 

i..g"vernnen tar. bodies to provideeffective and continuous financial , rut"riui-una technicar assistance to help thecount.ry overcone its financial and econonic difficulties.
3. The General Assenbly also requested the secr.etary_cen er al t'o arrange for areview of the econonic situation of the Cono(os and the progress nade in organizingand. jmplementing the speciar econonic 

"";i;;;;;. progranme in Ei.ne for the matterto be considered by the Assenbty at its thirty-sixth session. Arrangements rrereaccordingly nade for a uni.ted Nations mission-, led by the Director of the officefor special poriticar euestions, united Na tions secretarj.at, to visit the conorosfrom 29 May to l0 June I9BI.

4' The mission vas received by the president. Hrs Excellency r,rr. Ahned Abdatrah.The rnission arso pai.d a courtesy caLl on the Governor of Grande comore,His Excellency l'rr. said Hassan, rt had extensive meetings wieh the Minister ofFinance, Economy and planning, Hi.s gxcefiencv-ui. 
".ru 

Kafe. and seniorrepresentatives of other ministries. there were also opportunities to neetrepresentatives of the diplonatic corps in Moroni, as well as technical assistancepersonnel of the United Nations systern,

5'- APpropriate preparations had been nade for the rnission,s visit and the basicinfornation requested was readily nade availabte, for which the nission lrishes toexpress appreciation to Ehe covernment, The mission h,ould also like to place onrecord its gratitude to the Resident Representatrve of the tniteal NationsDevelopnent prograrnne and his statf foi'thei.'n.fp.

II. GENERAL SITUATION IN THE CO}iOROS

. l/ A more detailed description of the country and ofj.nsCitutional and human constraints with whictr it nust cope
:eFort of the Secr e tary-cen er al- on assistance to the Conorosin subsequent repor ts ,

the nat ional.
was given in the firsC

(A/32/2o8/Add .Il and
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summary, the Conor ian archipelago is exgremely Poor in natural resources' Of its
tobal surface area, only ab;ut I,OOO square kiloneeres are suitable for agriculture
or paslure whichr under Prevailinq farrning techniques' falls far- short of the area

needed to lxoduce tne fooa required. The continuing growth of the PoPulation
further accentuates tne problern' There are no knosn nlneral resources and' despite

the generally arnple rainiall, there is a shortage of surface v?aler' Inshore

fisheries are poor and there is no continental thelf' The distance betHeen the

is].ands,floms0to25okitonetres,conplicatesbothadninistrationanddevelolxnent.

7. these difficuLties have been aggravatetl by both the socio-Political and

adrninistrative structure inherited at independence. servicing the large public

debt placetl a major burden on the Governn€nt budget' In the early years' the

country had to rely n"uuiiy on expatriate staff ;s a result of the inadequate

educational system and the consequent lack of lrained nanposer '

8. Health is generally poor and hosPital servlces renain inadequate ' Ttrere rs

vridespread nalnutr itron, especially Protein def iciency' Econonic developnent has

been unbal-anced. and ttre econonry has dependeit on a few expor t croPs-with $idely
flucLuating Prices. Food production was neglecteit clur ing the colonial Period and

lhe country develoPed an uihealthy reliance on imPor te't foodstuffs' Finally' the

physical infrastructure is inadequate, u" t" "upplies 
of rtater and electricity'

g.TheGovernmenthasmadeconsiderableeffortstorevivetheeconomyandputtfie
administration into functioning order after both hacl been widely disruPted by a

series of polit.ical ".r"r,t" folio"ing independence. The attempt !o give production

a renewed imPetus should begin to bear frutt in due course; m€anwhj'le discernible
progress has already been rnade in organizlng a svstem for develoFfienc

adninistration. ,n oo* aelnograpiry ind econornic- s ta t is tica the groundHork has been

conpleted, naking possible the pieparation of a first econonic and social
development Plan for the years t982 and L983'

I0. The population census conducted in r98o with financing from the united Nations

Fund for PoPulation Activities (UNFPA) yieltted the follot^'ing provisional results:

Grande Conor e
An jouan
Mohel i

192 .000
138,000

l7 ,000

with Lhe population of l4ayotte {aPProxinately 50'OO0 in }980' on lhe basis of the

1978 census), the tocal c-omes to rsu,ooo' The growth rate i3 eseimated at
approximately 3.2 per cent per annurn.

lI . The gathering of statisticat data on a rnor e reliable basis has been resumed

and it has become poss ible to PrePare a first se! of national accounts' Table I
shows, in millions of conor ian franca and at 1979 constant prices' ho+' the gross

donestic product nt" pa"fi."..d between 19?6 and 1980' ?he average annual increase

has been approxinately o.S per cent, a litcle above the poPulation grovrth rate'
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Table I also derbnstrates the predoninance of the "Agricullur€, livestock,fisheries and foreslrv" sector trrri"n ii=igg' r-""ouna"o for nearly 42 per cent ofthe gross domestic prlduct), the inpor tance of trade (alnost 24 per cent) and theninor role of nanufacturing inctustries tfess chai 5 per cent)

Tab]e l. cross dornestic product

(1979 constant pr ices

by sector of economic activicy: 1976-19g0

- lrtil.lions of Conor ian francs)

Sector 1976 L97'l 1978 I97 9 1980

Agr iculture, I ives tock ,
f isher i.es and forestry

Manufactur ing indus tr ies

Electricity, gas and water

Construction and public works

Trade, holels, bars and
r es taur an ts

Transport and corunun ica t ions

Banks, insurance, r €a] esrate
and services to enterpr ises

Public adnin is tr a t ion

Other services

CDP at market pr ices

Net indirect taxes

GDP at factor cos ts

GNP

8,04 7.0 8,9 55. 3 8,2gg.o

984.t- I,0I7.7 1,006.6

70.0 80.0 8S.0

1,337.7 1,543.0 I,579.1

4 ,753.4 4,877,2 4,79O.3

3 03.5 313. 0 3r9.s

5r8 .9 s3 6, 4 56d. 6

2,049.4 1.455.0 2,5O5.9

154.9 161.9 166.3

18,2r8.9 18,942.5 19,519.3

L,79L.4 2,010.6 2,l9r-o

L6.427.5 16,931.9 I7 ,328.9

17,533.3 1S,312.4 18 ,98 O. 4

8,991.3

1,033.0

89 .7

1,738.I

5,3 68. 4

333. 0

595 . s

3,068.9

157.0

21,38s,9

2 ,5L0 .6

I8,875.3

19,655.9

9 ,345.3

r ,0 74. 3.

92.9

2,06I . I

5, 293. 5

340.7

614 r

3,304,9

l?4,1

22,304 .9

),.912.5

20 ,392.4

20,.99L.7

source: statisticar Division, Economic conmission for Africa.
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L2. o$ing to many constraints, food production (maize, rice, bananas, neat and

fish, is still insufflcient to enEure a balanced diet and it is beconing
increasingly difficult to keeP poce rittr demand. This in turn leads to
ever-incrlailng food inPorts (rice, sugar, meat and fisb). Efforts to substitute
local maize for inported rice have had encouraging results, but self-su f fic iency in
food, the Governnentls priority objective, will take years to achieve.

13. fn r€spect of Governnent revenue, foreign exchange earnings. and farmersl
income, the econony of the Comoros dePends Prinarily on four cash crops: vanillar
ylang-ylang, copra and cloves. The Probterns of the country have been conpounded in
the past year by the itnpdct of the rrorld econonic crlsis. The drop in exPorts
handled at tbe tno main Ports for foreign trade was Particularly drastic in the
case Of vanllla and ylang-ylang. Only the export of cloves shoeed inProvernent in
L980 (877 tons aa against 35I in 1979).

14. lable 2 lllustrates the dranacic fall in the exPorc of vanilla. This can be

attributeal to lon prices resulting from the lack of world detnand, Co narketing
arrangenents and Eo comPetition.

Table 2. Exports of PrePared vanilla

L97 6 I97 7 19 78 L97 9 1980

Quantities (tons )

value (nillions of
conFr lan fr ancs I

L24

465

230

r,085

'II7

736

170

2,272

r3

L92

Despite these setbacks, production has renained around the custonary level
(approxinatel.y 9OO tons of green vanilla). and there are hoPes for increased yields
ln the future as a result of an inProvernent progr amme which i3 being financed by

external assistance SourCeS. B€Cause of the uncertaingy Of the export tnarkets.
Ehere has been a decline in the prices paid to farners and t}|e Government has been

obliged to limit exports 5o as to prevent still further deterioration in world
prices. ?he crlsis ha8 discouraged nunerous producers and traders and nay have
adverse effects on the l98I production figures.

15. Table 3 shows hc't the exPort of ylang-ilanq also deteriorated in l98o as

conPared to 1979. orrly 32.6 tons of essence eere sold, the inferior qualities
suffering fr orn the ever-increasing competition of 6ynthetic products.
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Table 3. Expor ts of ylang-ylang essence

r972 L977 197I r979 1980

Total (tons )

Value (nilf ions of
Concr ian francs ) a/

99.2

s00. 9

61.8

63 7.0

60 .2

L't 2.0

6r. 2

66I. 0

32 -6

393.4

a/ $Us 1.00 = 2IO conor ian francs (average rate, t9B0).

The Governnent is studying the economic future of ylang-ylang, and is consideringthe potential- advantage of replacing it. at. leas! partially, by food crops.

16. For copra the price paid to growers and prices on the external rnarket alsoferI. Exports in 1980 amounted to onry 4go netric tons as against 2,466 rnetric
tons the prev ious year.

I7. The balance of trade (table 4) reftects tie alifficult pos ition of traditional
comor ian exports. Although imports remained almost unchanged between 1979 and 1gg0,the trade deficit increased substantiarly, since the varue of r9g0 exportsfeU by sone 27 per cent over 1979. The prospects for l98I are hardly encouEagtng,given the effects of global inflation on the price of inports and the mediocre
outlook for the harves! of agricultural export crops.

Table 4. Balance of trade

(Millions of Cornor ian francs)

L977 1978 rg't 9 1980

Imports, cif

Exporls, fob

Trade balance

Fa t j.o of imports covered
by exPor ts (per cen tage )

4 ,053

2.203

-1,850

54

4.329

2,O99

-2,230

48

3 .729

-2,406

6I

6 ,L47

-3,435

44
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L8. The Cornor os foreign transactions over lhe past teo years are set out in the
following table:

Table 5. Balance of paynents, 1979-1980

t97 9 I980
(rniU ions of cono! r4! jMgll-

Impor !s, cif
Exports, fob

Trade balance

Other freight and tr anspor ta t ion
Travel
Investment incorne
Other goods, sergices and incone

Total goods, services and incone

Pr ivale tr ansfer s
Public tr ans fer s

Cur!ent account balance

Direct inves tnents
Portfolio inves tnen C

comnercial loans
short-tern capi eal
other cap j.tal (includ ing

errors and omiss ions )

over-all balance

Net fluctuations in reserves b/

5,135
3.7OL g/

-2,414

56
73

-l

-2,528

- l2r

-222

2,037_

-Lt5

-1,133

509

-50 9

6,145
2,7L2

-3 ,433

-28r
-80
L25

-266

-3,935

2L
2,380

-1,534

3 ,514
-86

1,163
-24L

-3 .442

-666

666

Source: Conor ian Central Bank.

l/ owing to changes in statiscical ne lhodology ' this figure differs
slightly frcrn the corresponding figure in table 4.

\/ A minus sign denoles an increase in reserves.
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19. The current account, which had shorn a surprus in 1978, incurred deficits of
222 rnillion Cornor ian francs in l9?9 and of lr534 milLion in 1980. This growlng
itlbalance ras caused by a fall in exports and by increased transport, rreight ana
insurance costa. Public transfers fell slightly in 1980 as compared with 1979,
but they continue to be essential to lessen the deficit on current transactions.
Dlrect investnent, nainly for load construction, shohred a signiflcant increase.
In ahort, public and private grants, drawings against loans, and conrnercial
Ioans - rrhich reached a high level in LgBO - covered tbe foreign palments
deficit. These flons, and a satisfactory per formance by the traditional
agricultural sector, pernitted the economy in 1980 to sugtain a rate of economic
grorrt bh close to tie average for previous years, despite the dranatic drop in
expor ts earn lngs.

20. ?he covernment has made efforts to contaln expenditure and, wlth the
assistanc€ of the fnternational uonetary Fund (IMF), to revise the country's lax
structure in order to increase revenue. Ilorever, as table G shons, lhe total
Public expenditure of the Federar state and the isrands increased significantly
between 1980 and 1981, rising fron S,50?,800 to ?,214,300 Cornor ian francs. The
forelgn ald needed to cover the deficit increased fron 1,968,1.00 cornor ian franca
in 1980 to a projected 3,887,500 Conprian francs in the 1981 bualget. The
proportlon of expenditure covered by foreigt aid ryas approximately 33 per cent in
L979, 42.5 per cent in 1980, and is expected to reach 54 per cent rith the lg8l
budget. 1|o neet current expenditures alone, in IgBl foreign resources eill
rePresent appr.oxi.nately 47 p€r cent and doftestic resources 53 p€r cent of total
revenues. The entire capital budget is financed bf. foreign loana and granes.

2I. By the end of 1980, the foreign debt contracted by the Comoros s tood at
21.3 nlllion conor j.an franca, of whidr about II rnil-l-lon had been drawn. Although
rlpst of lhe debt r.as contracted at lo$ interest rates and with long grace p€riods,
the servicing of this debt already makes a significant demand on the country's
resources. fn a few yearsr tirne, once the grace period is over, debt servicing
nlll-constitute a najor problen. For that reason foreign aid shoulal, hrhereverpossible, take the form of grants rather than loans.
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III. SPECIAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME

22' The covernnent is consci.ous of the difficurties which face the country and isanxi'ous to overcome thern. However, the Government recognizes that it cannot dothis al.ne and hopes to be able to count on friendly support in surnountlng theimmediate obstacres to the country's develotrxnent. ?he Governnent intends to drawup in the near future an. interin devetopmeni plan for the years l9g2_I983. Thebroad outl-ines for priorrty ac.ion have arready been approved and are contained inthe comoros menorandun prepared for the forthcirning united Nations conference onthe Least Deveroped countries which is to take place in paris. The nenorandumwas discussed at the consurtation meeting t"i-rast African countries, helal atAddis Ababa from 4 to 15 May l9gl.
23' ?he Governrnent has adopted six rnain priorities for tackling key economic andsocial development problens: s elf_s u fficjency in food i irnproved connunicatj.ons forthe.islands; energy production and "ut., suppiy; heatth and population policy,training; and physical pranning ana nous iig'iiinn,rrg. withi.n the franework ofthese priorities. the covernment tras prepaiea a 1ar9e number of projects forsubnission to the various sources of foreign assistance for financing. Foll.rringdj.scussions i{ith che covernment, and eith its aqreement, the mission selected 1,9fron anong the projects to be executed during riar-rrasl sone of these were alreadyincluded in the programme drawn up in 1980 (;ee A/35/3ga). These projectsf whichare described below, are considered to be oi hign priority if the covernnent is toachieve iLs deveropnent objectives. rn adalition to tiese 19 projects invotving themain sectors of the economy, budgetary support renains vital if state servrces areto function proper Iy,

A. Budgetary suppor t
24' Budgetary support was_an erenent in the speciar econonic assistance progranmefor previous years and i.s likely to remain pari or that programme for sone years rocone' Despite a poricy of austeritv and rw-assisted efforts to inprove the taxsysten' budgetary resources .*uilr continue to farr short of minimum needs unlessdevelopnent activities no!,, underway succeed in diversifying the economy and nakingit 

-soner,rhat 
less dependent on the export of a handful of agricu.Itural products. Asindicated in section rr above, the diop in worla prices for these products was the{Ein reason for a subsranrial shortfali i; ;;;;;"g" in r9'o. rn 198r the over-alrbudget deficit wirl totat 3,gg?.5 nillion c"^".i"" francs and wirl need to becovered by foreign ass is cance.

25' As indicated in earlier reports'. part of this budgetary support could take theforrn of foodstuffs for resale Uy t'he Corrern^a.,a. ,ta list of such foodstuffs andtheir quantities rena in i

comoros ( 2r. ro 28 "".* ii.3i"?il;;ir;1. T;rffri: ;:,::"r;:"::.lt;;:il. T":::"tonsi sugar 3,000 rnetric tonsi canned neat and fish r.oo0 metric tonsi canned rnilk400 metric tonsi edible oil 600 net.ric tons.
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B. self-sufficiency in food

(i) SoiI conservation and restoration in the Comoros

26. SoiI conservation rs one of the Governmeners main concerns' Ninety per cenE

of the population depend on agricullure. A widespread process of soil degradalion
caused by poPulation pr.".u..J has already reached alarninq proportions in some

regions. forest cover is gradually being destroyed, causing a growing shortage of
timber-based products? lhe cultivation of steeply sloping terrain is,acceleratinq
soit erosion, and the threat to the country's over-all ecological balance i's

increasingLy serious. The Government plans to develop a Po1icy to arrest and

eventually reverse lhis Process.

27, Action is envisaged in several areas:

(a) Rational development and expfoitation of natural and rnan-nade forests'
lrh ich wiII require nore supervisory and trained staff and equiFnent for nurserles

andreafforestationsrtes.Between5,000andl0,00Ohectaresoflandshouldbe
artificiatly replanted over the nexb 20 years'

(b) Action at the village and farmer level to buil'd village reserves and

encourage farmers to add tree cultivation to their traditional agricultural and

livesto;k pursuits. This vriU require information and extension campaigns'

incentives (such as aPproPriate suusidies) and rnore trained personnel'

(c) Soif restoration activities. A pilot Project is under way in a

catchment area of approxirnately 150 hectares at Niounakeli' on the island of
Anjouan. some 10,000 fanilies are also involved in anti-erosion l'tork' which

should be extended to tlle 30,000 Conorian farminq farrilies'

28. The requested assistance in'j.Il cover the training or retraining of skilLed

supervisory staff, the suppLy of aPpropriate equipment and agricultural-
implenents' and the services of techni.cal assistance Personnel'' The cost is
estimated at $1,795,000.

(ii)

29. The provision of this infrastructure has begun vrith the assistance of the

United Nations DeveloPment Progranne (UNDP) and the Food and Agriculture
organization of the United Nations (rAo) (f9?9-l-98f) ' It conprises the Federaf

centre for Rulal Developrnent SuPpor t (CEFADER), which is responsibte for planning

and co-ordination, and the regional centres for Rural Development supporE

(cADERs)' each coverinq about 20 villages. Each CADER is self-rnanaging; it

suppties the necessary inputs to farrners at cost and provides Eechnical guidance

through nultidisciplinary extension workers and village deveJ-opmen t- wor ker s ' Five

cADERs vrill be eseabtish;d before the end of lg8l' A further 36 will be needed

between now and 1986 to cover the entire territory'

30. The establrshnent of a new CADER requires the consruction of an operations

builaling' as rrell as supplies' equipment and lechnical assistance' The total cost
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for the period 19g2-1986 will be $G,210,000, or an average of approxinatety$I.250,000 a year.

(iii) Aqrononic and vetertnarv support laboraEorv

31' Throuqh the CEFADER and cADEns described above, the covernnent is arirectingand organizing various schemes to expand agriculture and rivestock production.There are as-yet no laboralorieJ rrhere €x.tens ion work can be nonitoted anar wheresoil, agrononic, prant hearth and 
"" 

t", i;;;;-;;rty"." 
"un 

be carried oue_

32- rt wirl be necessary to nrt up new buir.arings. train conor ian nationars andprovide foreign technical assistanle r". . lr"lv.u. period. The cost has beenestrmated provisionally at 0736,000. the Governrnen t initially requires financialassistance to carry out a preliminary study, at a cost of $35,000.
.(in1 

Developnent of irrigated rj,ce-grovring

33. ?he conoros inpor cs ncst of its rice. requirements. Horrever, about 3,000netric tons are gr oe,'' 10cal1y. I,hile the prospects for extending rice curtivationare rirnited, sone snarl coastal plains or intaia oepressions tot;1ling as much asr'000 hectares on the island of iotreri couiJ ue used for irrigated rice-groning.Tbis additional area could yield a'crop of afrnost 5,000 netric tons.
' 34' si'te dev€lopnenc aurveys have arreairy b€dn cirridd out, and J" co"..ii"ii

:::::l::_::lt::,.*i"-up by-esrabtishins a srnalr cesr site comprlsins an
;f:.::H::.:^.:ll.-:i3." pirot.unir. vir,.i...-e".;,;;J;;"ili"i;rrri scrreme,""ia-"^"ir-" i".ii ii'ji'i, Ji:;:'ff; ;::fi::":::i1""?.:l:l:":: ;: **.studied nore thoroughly before extending the area of irrigated land.
35. External assistance is needed to provide the necessary expertise,fellowships, operational equipnent and vehicles and to cover part of theoPerational cos ts over a three-year period, The totat cost rdill be S220,000.
(v) Developnent of Iivestock production

16: Local flEat ptoduction is far fron adequate, and the ConorosI,000 metric tons of neat a year. The covJrnrnen! is channellingtwo di.rections to expand meat production:.

(a) Devdlopnent of woodland and graziig land on sone 5,000 hectares of
::.::[:.^::::::."_:1. ,*" hish platearlx. ri. pi""cins of windbreaks wourd herpto conbat erosi.on, ensure partiar reafforestatiin ana develop t"uo.. nt.iil *iilncould substantially increase the nunber of aninals which the land couia supporc.Livestock would also have to be inproved genetical1y. The potential for suchdevelopment is to be tested on . S-OO_I"cti.. exf,er lmentat unit.

. (!) Developnent of livestock production, principally small rurninants. inagricultural areas. At present aninals a." .rur| unproduccive because they 
'ackappropriate care and foodstuffs, An attempt wiit tre nade through the CADERS touse existing herds rl|ore rationally.

rmpor ts nbre lhan
its efforts in
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37. fhis th'o-pronged effort requires
asgistance, training, equignent and a
the first three yearsi the total cost

external aid in the forn of technical
conlr ibution tot ards operational costs in
will be $ 1,2 25 ,000.

{-v'i }.

38. Malnutrition is widespread among the popui.tion. The national diet is
Particularly deficient in proteins. The c€vernnent wishes to remedy the situation
by developing the production of food legumes. The rotation of legumes with other
crops lrould also help to maintain soil- fertility. It is proposed to take action
through the CEFADER/CIu)ER system to inprove food production EgI-lS! to ensure that
families use food products nore efficiently and to irnprove the conservation and
rnarketing of food products.

39. support j.s being requested in the forrn of technical assistance, training
fel.lonships, equipnen!7 seeds and a lenporary contribution toflards oPerational
costs, for a total allpunt of $360,000,

(.vii) Purchase of a 2,300-ton freighter

{0. The conor os fleet has only three vesselsf of 350 tons. 150 tons and 60 tons
respectively, and these are old and in poor condition. This fleet is becoming
increaslngly inadequate for the growing interis'land passenqer and freight !raffic
and for traffic betHeen the Conoros and nel,ghbouring countries. According to a

recent study, two new freighters ought co be purchased. The Governnent has given
top priority to obtaining a 2.300-ton freighter, at a cost of $f.3 nillion' for
uh ich external aid is being sought.

(viii) Purchase of an airclaft

41. This project, already rnentioned in the 1980 report, has not yet been able to
Secure internationat assistance. Air Conoros has only one aircraft, a 44-seat
Fokker 27, for donestic and internat.ional cransport. The @vernnent believes tiat
the purchase of a second aircraft of the 3ane type is inperative to ensure
comnun ications betr,reen the islands and rrith the outside world on occas ions when

the existing Fokker is' for any reason, out of commission. The estimated cost ls
$6.5 rnillion, including the neces5ary spare parts.

(i.x) Construction of teleprone exchanges

42. An interislancl lelephone link is under construction. orily the capital,
t'toroni, has an automatic exchange; four other districts have a rudinentary nanual
network, The purpose of Che projec! is to install telephone exchanges or
nodernize existing installations in the districts of Mitsarnioulj, Fournboun i and
Ntsaouen i. (Grande Comore) i tlutsamudu, f,lofton i and Sina (Anjouan) i and Fornbon i and
Niounachoua (Moheli). This shoutd contribute significantly to ending the
isolati.on of these centres of population. The estimated cost of the project -
prinarily cover ing the purchase of equipnent - is $ll nillion. 

/...

ll
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C. Enerqy and eater

(x) Voidjou power station project

43. The voidjou power station has three generators. two r.rith a capacity of 600
kifo\datts each, and an output of 1,200 kilo['atts, Since peak demand already
reaches levels exceeding I,600 kilor,ratts, the capacity of the network should be at
feast equal to this and, on the assunption that denand wiII increase further, it
is proposed to install a 2,000 kilowaCt generating set (2,500 KvA) . since this
wiII not exceed the capacity already planned for, it can be installed within the
existing infrastructure and idilr require no additionar prenises. The cost of the
project j.s estirnated to be $2.5 nillion.

(x i ) Wa ter supplv pro.iect.s

44, The first project concerns water supply for Ngazidja (also known as crande
Comore) t this, together with the three follering projects. would cover alt tlre
najor urban centres on the island. whire the islandl of Anjouan and t4oheli have
springs and permanent surface water, the Conoros appears to have signifj.cant
ground-water resources which coul.d be exploited by drilling. The Government
concluded an agreement with UNDP in 1979 on the exploraCion and development of
water resources, and UNDP is carrying out a conplete invenlory of existing and
potential resources. It expects to produce a conprehens ive water developnent
progr anne .

45. The various water supply projects proposed renain partty in the planning
stage and cannot be costed with precision. The first invofves extensions of the
existing water supply systens in Ngazidja, the second covers the extension of
water suppl j.es in Hahaya; each is estinated at $780,000, The third covers ne!,r
boreholes and supply systens in the Mitsamiouli arear the estimated cost is
$I,590,000. The fourth project covers new boreholes and supply systens for the
south in the Chindinj. and Oumboun i area? the estinated cost is $2.3 rnillion.

46. Ox the island of An jouan it is proposed to inptove the exlsting water supply
instarrations in the lown of ltutsanudu and in nearby villages in order to meet the
requ j.rernents of the population, currently estinated at 20,OOO. Surveys, which
cover construction of sCrean catchments, vrater supply conduits and storage tanks,
the instarlalion of a water treatment syslem, recal-ibration of the alistribution
netrrork and extensions, re-employrnent and re-ernplacemenc of sone existing conduits
are to be financed by the European DeveLopment Fund (EDF) (fifth replenishment) .
The total cost of the operation is estimated at g1,500,000.

41 . On Moheli island it is proposed to repair water supplies. conduits and
j.mprove distribution in the town of Fonbon i and nearby villages in order to meet
the requirernents of abou! 6,000 people. The existing distribution netwqrk needs
inprovenen t and extension and water condlrits. which were heavily danaged by ftoods
in 1980, require repair, Surveys have been financed by the EDF (fifth
replenishment) . The cosC is estinated aC $75O,OOO.
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D. Heal th

(xi. i) Supply of nedicines

48. Because of budgetary consCraints, the Conlorian Governrnent cannot, wj.thout
external aid. neet its public healt}| obtigations, in particular tbe distribution
of medi.cines to tie Fopulaci.on. According to estirnates [Ede by the Hbrld Health
Organization (WHO), approximately $5I0,000 is needed annually to provide the bare
mininurn. Supplies for 1982 are guaranteed, thanks to assistanc€ from Kuwait.
Financing sought for lhe continuation of the programme fron 1983 to 1986 anounts
to approximately $3 nilIion.

E. Tr a in ing

(xiii) Construction and ofa
in An iouan

49. The national nuL tid isc ipl inary technical school operaling at Mutsanudu
(Anjouan) has an enrolrnent. of 110 sludents and iEs output vrill not neet the
country's needs for skilled lrorkers and labourers. The school has no prenises of
its own and is housed in a secondary school. The Government consider6 it
necessary to build and equip a functional school \rhich rcould provide
multidisciplinary train j.ng for a larger number of students at more diverse levels
of conpetence and in a larger number of trades. including bricklaying, carpentry
and plurnbing. The provisional estinace of the cost is $2.8 nilion' which v,ould
cover the construction and equipping of the building, technical assislance
requirements for tHo years and fellowshipG for advanced training.

(xiv) construction and equipping of a veterillarv and aninal husbandrv school

50. The ptiority the Governnent has given to food self-suf fic iency and
agriculEural developlent requires a policy for the training of staff at all
levels, especially agricultural extens ion vtorkers, v|ho have direct contact $ith
farners. At present, there is no establishnent to train the specialists and
lor'er-level staff needed in the agriculture and Iivestock production sector.

51, The Governnent plans to establish a secondary school focusing on veterinary
science and animal husbandry, having a maximum caPacity of 120 students' It is
planned to train 20 to 30 new students each year and to retrain technicians
already at work. A range of subjects is envlsaged' depending on the requirements
that energe. After a reasonable initial period, th€ school should becorne
self-suppor ting. The products of the farn to be attaci:ed tso tbe school will be
consuned directly and sone of the crops produced nay be sold. The total cost
anounts to $2,525.000. r.rhich covers construction. technical assistance and sone
felLords ips for national staff.
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lable 7. sunmary of projects

(US dol lar s )
A. Self-sufficienty in food

Project

l. Soil conservation and restoration in the Cornoros

2. Extension of the rural development infrastructure
(approximately $1, 250 r 000 per annum)

3. Agrononic and veLerinary support laboratory
(preliminary study Hill cost 935,000)

Developrnene of irrigated r ice-grod ing

Developnen t of livestock production

De'Jelopnent. of food croFs and Legurnes
Subtotal

B. Purchase of equipment fo( inproved conrnunications

7. Purchase of a 2,300-ton freighter

8. Purchase of an aircraft

9. Construction of tetephone exchanges

Subtotal

C. Energv and water

10. Voidjou povrer station project

11. Water supply for Ngazidja

12. Water supply for Itahaya

13. Water supply for Mitsaniouli

14. water supply for Ch ind in i-Ounboun i
15. Water supply for ti{ulsanudu

16. water supply for Fonbon i

Cos t

I,7 95 000

6 210 000

736 000

220 000

I 22s ll0

360 000
l0 546 110

5.

6.

I 300 000

6 s00 000

r1 000 000

t8 800 000

2 500 000

780 000

780 000

r 590 000

2 300 000

I 500 000

?s0 000

l0 200 000SubtoEal
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Table 7, (continued)

Pr oje ct cos t.
(us dollar s )

D. HeaIth

L7. supply of medicines

subtotal

Train ing

18. suppor t for a rnuL tidi sci pl inary technical
school at An jouan

19. support for a veterinary and animal husbandry school

3,000 000

3 000 000

2 800 000

2 525 000

5 425 000

4? 97r rl0

subtotal

Total
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No progress. The cost is
4. Malar i.a eradica lion

APPENDIX

Status of the pro ie c ts Iuded in the re t of the
r et, iew nission to ih@

Airports irnprovernent and equ ipnen !
The project has been financed.

Financing has been foun d -

3.

wHo has contributed $550,000 but aalditionalare needed for the next four years.

5" Strategic food reser ve

This problern has been partialry sorved through the construction of warehousesby wFP and EDF. More renains to be done, but the pr j.ority needs nay be regardedas having been net.

6. salt production

Three Conorians who had been sent on a training course have returned. Nosource of financing for the principal investnent-
?. ceothermal energy

_The first survey d:rase, financed by UNDP,
iden ti fica lion of pronisrng occurrences.

mi lI ion .

now estinated at $1.8 nilLion

funds estimated at 93.5 million

has been carried out and has led to
The nex! phase requires fundinq of

dl Gran I'toheI i

the
$2

8.

Financing has now been secured for the dispersal port at Mutsamudu (Anlouan),and the covernrnent hopes that rrork will start i; 1982, part of lhe fundrng for
!l:_iy" secondary ports (on crande Comore and Moheti) is expected to cone fron EDF(fifth)' Additionar funding wirl be n"."""uiy'iua cannot be quantifieal untit thetechnical studies now in progress have been clnpleted.

Devel- t of secondar

L/ see A/35/394 , appendix.




