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SMCIAL E@NOUIC AND DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE

Assistance to Sao Tome and Prlncipe

Report of the secretary-General

1. rn its resolution 35/93 of 5 December 1980 on asslstance to sao Tone and
Principe, tbe General Assenbly. inter alia, requested the secretary-General to
continue his efforLs to nobitize the necessary resources for an effective programrne

of flnancial, technical and naterial assistance to sao Tqne and Prlncipe, and to
arrange for a reviee of the economic situation of the country and the proqres€ nade
in organizing and inplementing the special econsnic assistance programne in time
for the matter to be consider€d by the Assembly at lts thirty-sirth session-

2. lrhe Secretary-Gener aI arranged for a review nlssion to vlsit sao Tqne and

Principe to consul-t with the Governnent on the economic situatlon of lhat country
and on the progress nade in inplenent.ing the special economic asslstance
progranme. The report of the review mission, which ls annexed hereto, Aescribes
the econcnic and financial situation of the country, discusses the need for food
asslstance and sunmarizes the proqress which has been made ln implenenting the
projects includeal ln the special econcrnic assistance progranne.

3. rn paragraph 9 of resolution 35/93, the ceneral Assenbly invited a nunbel of
United Nations organizations and speciallzed aqencies to bring to the aCtentlon of'
theli governlng bodiei the special needs of sao Tome and Principe and to report the
decisions of those bodies to the secretary-ceneral by 15 Auqust 1981. F'urthernore,
ln paragraph I0, the appropr late specialized agencies and other organizatlons of
the Unlted Nations systeltt eere requested !o report perlodlcally to the
secretary-General on che steps they had taken and the resources they haal made

available to assist sao Tome and Principe. The text of resolutlon 35/93 has been

A/36/Lso.

81-r9902 1086e (E)



A/36/262
English
Paqe 2

comnunicated to the agencies antl organizations concerned and thelr attention drawn
to the specific requests addressed to then by the Assenbly. The replies of the
agencies and organizations \til1 be reproduced in a report of the Secretary-General
cover.inE Sao Tone and Principe and a nunber of other counlries for which the
Assembly has requesled the secretary-General !o organize special econonic
assistance progralnnes.
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I. INTRODUCTION

l. In accordance rrlth General Assetnbly resolution 34/Ef , adopted on
14 December 1979, the Secr etary4ener aI dispatched a mission to Sao Tome and
Principe to consult rrith the Governnent on its urgent needs and to ldentify the
economic problems facing the corntry. The assessrnent and recornrnendations of the
mission were contained in lhe report of the Secre,tary-ceneral on assistance to
Sao Torne and Principe (A/35/3331 . Z/
2. |Ihe report of the Secr etary-cener al was considered by the ceneral Assenbly
during its thirty-ftfth session. rn its resolution 35,/93, the Assenbly, lnter aliE.
requested the Secr etary{ener aI to arrange for a review of the econonic sltuatlon
of Sao Tone and Princlpe and of lhe progress nade ln organizing and implementing
the special econonic assistance progr amne for lhat country in time for the rnaller
to be considered b,y the Assenbly at lts thlrty-slxth session. In pursuance of that
reguest, arrangenents nere nade for a United Nations nlssion to vislt Sao Tone and
Principe fron 30 March to 3 April 1981. The nission rras led by the Jolnt
Co-ordinator for Special Econonic Assistance Progra nes in the Office for Speclal
Political Questions.

3. The nission was received by His Excellency Dr. trtanuel Plnto Da Costa,
President of Sao Tqte and Principe. It aLso had two meetings with the Mini.ster
for Foreign Affairs and co-operation. During lts stay, the rnission net trith a
connittee of officials chaired by the Minister of State for Transport and
Communications, The nission wishes to place on recofd its appreciation of the
co-operation it received frolrl the Governnent of Sao Tcme and Principe. Every
effort was nade to provide the infornation needed by the nission. The mission also
uishes to acknowledge the valuable support it received for the personnel of the
United Nations Development Programne (UNDP).

II. TI{E E@NOI.IIC S TTUATION

A, General

4. The economy of sao Tone and Prlncipe was described in sorne detail in the annex
to the report of the Secretary-Gen er al on assislance to Sao Tome and Principe
(A/33/L201 , hereafter referred to as the nprlncipal report". Thal report ttas
updated in 1979 by a further report of the secrecary-General (A/34/37L\ and again
in 1980 (A/35/3331 .

--
4/ See also the report of the secr etary-Gener al on special econonic

assistance programmes to 10 countrles, lncluding replies and information provided
by specialized agencies anal other organlzations of the United Nations system
ll./3s/497t 

/...
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5. As descrlbed in the prlncipal report, sao Tdre and Prlncipe at lndependence
lnherlted an agrarlan econony baaed on plantationa oryned by forelgn lnveators. The
export crop6 include cocoa and, to a much legser eratent, copra, palo-oll and
coffee. Followlng the pattern of the pr e-lndependence econorny, these crops 5t111
occupy no6t of the culEivated land, leavlng insufflclent land itevoted to the
proaluction of food for local conaurnpt ion.

6. llo correct thi6 Bltuat.lon, the covernrnent has, Blnce 1979, been carrylng out a
fooal productlon canpatgn. Contlnued drought and varlous other difficulties have
prevented the targets for the production of such food-stuffs as rlce, corn, sweet
Potatoes and nanioc frqr beinq attalned, and the dependence on food lnports has
been lncreaslng. Food inDorts are expected to reach 34 per cent of total lnports
tn 1981 cdlpared to 27.3 per cent in 1980.

7. The food situatlon has serlously deterloraEed slnce the 1979 outbreak of
Afrlcan ssine-pest, whlctr neceesltated kllllng all the pigs ln order to control tlre
alisease lnd to prevent lt fron reachlng nearry countrles. Thls represented a najor
sacriftce for the people of Sao Tme and Prlnclpe, who depenil heavily on pork. The
sltuatlon la noH reported under full cohtrol, and a pllot project dtrected totrards
re-establlshing the plg population nlll be launched at the end of 1981.

8. The rlost gerloue blow to the countryrs attenpt to develop, ho{rever, resulted
froo tlre Eharply decllnlng prlceE of coc(xt on the lnternatlonal narket. cocoa
€xportr repregented 94 per cent of total exports ln 1978, 90 per cent ln I9?9 and
93 P€r cent tn 1980. As a result of che prlce alecline, total earnings frsn exports
fell frm $25.9 nillion tn 1979 to $16.6 rnllli.on ln 1980.

9. The country also found lt difflcults to nake the large agro-industrlal unlts
Proaluctlve. LaCk of {tpare parts, poor nanagement and the difficult transport and
coolunlcatlons links nith the o$tslde rorld have kept cocoa productlon bel@ the
pre-lndependence level. Total d(porta of gocoa were 6,530 tonnes in 1978,
8,173 tonnes 1n 1979, and 7,335 tonnea ln L980. Copra, paln-oll and coffee e:.portE
reactrd a totat value of $2.5 nllllon in 1979, but fell to S1.1 mllllon in 1981.
Shortages of technlcal assistance and 6pare parts are najor reasone for the
dlfflcultl€s.

10. Thus, Sao Tome and Princlpe face€ the continulng effects of lncreased food
shortages and of a decllnlng capac lty to cover ltB fooal ahortage wlth lftports.
Productlon for €xport is unllkely to erpand in the Ehort run. t{oreover, the rising
prlces of lmports - partlcularly petroleutr. shlch repreaents 10 per cent of total
lnpore value - wlll leail to an lncreaslnqly difflcult situatlon over the next fel'
yeara.
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11. A najor effort haa been nade by che c-vernnent to irnprove the. llnks between
the isrands and lrith the rest of the world. Although cmunicatlons betr,een sao
Tone and the smarler prlnclpe rsland renaln poor, a rnajor step has been taken to
reduce the country's isolatlon with the inauguration of an earth atatlon for
tereconmun ications, linking the country to the lnternatlonal systen through Angora,Algeria and portugal.

L2. Another najor project for reduclng rsoratron is the nen com€rcrar port. Thefeasibility study ts alflrost ccmplete and is expected to lnclicate solutlons -for 
oneof the najor causes of lsoration and econonlc ttifficulties of the country. The

current situation has resulted in heaty ship-operatlng coats, storage dlfficultieg
and irregular supplies to the population.

13. In apite of the dlfflcultles faced by the
signlflcint inprovenents in its adnlnistratlve
Governnent attaches the highest priorlty to the
intends to carry out during lggl:

Governnent, the nlsalon found
and nanagenenb capacity. The
follorylng neasures, nhlch tt

(a) fncreaalng exports, parlicularly of cocoa, coffee and copra, by aatoptinq
better cultivatlon techniguea and nore efficlent treatnent rnethods, andl by
obtaining additional technical ase lstancc;

(b) Continuing the dlversiflcation of foort crope ln order to ensure regular
supplies of corn, onions and beans,

(c) Carrylng out a feasibll.lty study on lrrlgation, partlcularly for sone of
the larger export ptantatlons,

(d) Enlarqing projects for raislng poultry, goats, sheep and rabbits. and
increaslng dairy production aL Agua Ize farmi

(e) Developing fishing capaclty, by constructlng the Neves fishlng port, and
a cold-atorage network, with enphasls on artisanal flsheries through the creatlon
of co-operatives for snall fishermeni

(f) Enlarging the thernal electriclty plant and the electrlc poryer
distribution network in order to achieve nore reliable power supplies and a Hider
distributiont

(9) Carrylng out feasibillty studies on a neu brenery, a plant to produce
edible oil and soap, and a factory for plastlc articleEi

(h) D(amining the possibillty of developlnq tourlsn?

. (i) Continuing efforts to solve air. sea and land transport problens.
Special attention uill be given to co-operation wlth other countrles ln alr and
maritime transport and to technical lrainingt

(j) Establishlng a teacher training plan, a progra!0fiE to ralse the techntcal
level of torkers and a course to train flnanclal aatrnlnlstrators for state flrnsi
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'(k) Constructing and equipplng new echoolsi

(1) Developing preventive neatlclne, and relnforcing curatlve prograflrEs.
(Attentlon wlll ,be 9 iven to aporta and to natlonal fltnesE.)

14. fn spiEe of all the difficulties faceal by the country, the gross donestic
product appeara to have been gronlng steadlly and rras estlmated. Ln conatant
1976 prices, at $15.9 nilllon in 1976, $19.7 ttrilllon tn l9?7, $19.3 millton tn 19?B
and $2?.3 nluion in 1979. Nevertheless, wlth the current weakness ln cocoaprices, increased asslatance fro!tr the internatlonal connun ity wlll be necessary ro
enaure that baslc consuner foods are sup,pl ieil to the populatlon, and to naintatn
the trend of developnent of the last few years.

B. covernment f inances

15. Fu1l financla!- accounts are not publlsheil ..in Sao Tone and prlnclpe. The
followlng eetinates were provided bry the covernnent.:

' Table I

covernnent finances

(Thousands of Unlted states dollars) g/

1975 L97 6 L977 1978 tg?e E/

Currenb recelpts

Current expend iture

Current surplus

InveEtrnent expendlture

Total expendlture

audget deficlt

Non-budget tranafers

Over-a1I surplus/alef lcit

4 442

4 073

369

2 338

6 411

-I 969

1113

-856

5 208

4 282

1 926

2 575

6 857

-649

870

222

9 879

4 94I

4 938

5 332

l0 273

-39i1

2 L77

I 783.

11 910

? 803

4107

5 294

13 101

-1 191

10 959

9 777

15 527

r0 268

5 259

8 986

L9 2s1

-3 727

-1 24s

-6 972

a/ Rate of exchange us€d throughout the r€port:
1976 to 1979 $1 - 34.5 itobra

1980 $1 = 35.0 dobra
1981 Sl = 40.0 dobra

Ptovigional egtlnates.v
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15. Figures for l98O are not available and thoae fot LgTg rre provigional. fn
spite of a algnlftcant current aurplus, lnveBtnent coats are rlslng, lnal the
over-all bualget deficlt ls growlng. After 1979, r'lth the ilecllne ln cocoa price6,
the Governnent I s financiaL positlon tleterlorated sharply, but detailed eEtlirEtes
hlve not yet been produced.

17. The gro6s donestic product in real telns hag grodn bV approxlnately 8 per cent
a year (see table 2): -

gElle-il

Real oroalr dqrestlc Droduct

(ThouBands of 1976 Unlted States alollarsl

Grosa donestlc product

l97s

I976

r977

1978

1979

15 408

15 876

L8 662

19 335

22 145

18. The structure of the 1979 9ros6 dorEatlc product (in 1970 doltars) ls shotm in
table 3. The snall contrlbutlon of conBtructlon ln a developinq country should be
noted .
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Table 3

structure of qross almestic oroaluct

crosa alomestic product - 19?9

Thouaands of 1976
unlted States doLlars Percentage

Agrlculture, foreetry. f lEh lnq

Banklng, lnaurrnce
Cmerce
Constructlon
Publlc Eervlces and
aalninlstratlon
![anufacture
Transport rnd cofrtrunicatlons

other services

L0 622

L 179

2 70L

670

| 262

1 518

606

447

22 715

47 .5
6.7

12. r
3.0

19 .0
6.8
2.7

2.2

100.0

c. Eglrc--eL.PeaEgge

19. tlhe rooat lmportant factor ln ateternlnlng the balancc-of-Palments Positlon hrg
been the 6harp fall in cocoa prlces. cocoa Prdtides Dre than 90 P€r cent of the
value of expolts frcm sao tdrc and Princlpe, tnd the country *ill contlnue to face
a very dlfficult sltuation untll cocoa pr ices lr|Pro\te.

Table ,l

ExDor ta

1978 L979 1980

llhousends of
lonnes Ug dollar8

Thousands of
$onne€ ltg alollarg

lBhousand! of
lonnet lt{t tlollars

Cocoa

Othera

Total

5 630 2L 675

1 370

8.173 23 310

2 577

25 457

7 335 15 295

I 109

16 tlol23 0,15
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20. Thua, in 1980, exports from Sao Tone and prlncipe feLl to g16.4 nllllon, rrell
belcir the 1978 and 1979 flgures, larqely as a result of lorrer prices.

2L- The country has so far been unable bo itiverEify 'lts exports. copra exporte
barery reached $1 niuion ln 1980, whlle exports of paln kernels and coffee were
negliglble. slnce the rnajor effort of the covernnent i€ to diversify food crops
Eo enEure a better diet for the poputation anal to make the country nore self-sufficient ln food, Sao TorE and Prlncipe wlll contlnu€ to alepenat on a single cropfor foreign exchange earnlngs for acne years.

22. It triU be extrenely atifficult for the country to reduce the value of
inports. Although ttetailed infornatlon on lmports ls not avalLable, the covernnent
estlmateE that' in 1980, food lnports represented 27.3 pet cent of total imports,
while petroleum and non-food baElc consuner goods represented respectively
8.2 per cent and 18.I per cent. The forelgn exchange allocallons for 1981 are
36 Per cent for food trnports, 9 per cent for petroleun anal 17 percent for other
baaLc consuner goods, leaving a very anall rnaigln for lnterneiliate and capltal
goods import.s. Any reduction in the value of i*pott" nIIl. have a negatlve lnpact
on development unless there ls increased asslatance from the internatlonal comunitv

III. FOOD AID AND FOOD sECIRITY

23. As [r)st of the cultlvateal land and moBt of the agrtcultural actlvlty is
devoted to the proaluction of export cropa, malnly cocoa, sao Tqne andl principe 19heavily dePendent on lnported footls. Furthernore. becaus€ of lca dlstance fron the
nainland and the inadequate and irregular shipplng servlces to Sao Tq[e and

.Principe and between t6e islanils, as€urlng regular fooat supplies poses a serious
problen.

24. In splte of the Governnent I s efforts, there are stlll great dlfflculties ln
producing inport figures. ?hus, the infornatlon on food ald recelved ln l9g0 nas
not available, nor was infornation on food aiat pledged for 1981. Nevertheless, it
is clear tbat the country, which has a structural food atefictt, trill face aparticularly difficult per lod as a re€ult of the fa11 ln furport capacity and the
destruction of the plg population.

25- The forlowing table shws the guantltles of najor foods vhich wirl need to be
inported in l98I: l
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Table 5

In9orted food reoulrenents: l98l

. g.S Lltres

Rlce 3 ooo

sugar I 5oo

700

100

250

3 3s0

200

I 000

Beana

Beef

Ullk (poyder anat canned)

wheat flour
alze flohr

SaIt
Ol ive oil
Edlble ol1

13 000

sso 000

26. Dellvery of internatlonal food alat has often been delayeat. For exarnple,
gone a1d pledged for 1980 has not yet arrlved nhile nuch of the food arrlvatsIn 1980 corregpqrd to 1979 pJ.edges. The najor donors are the European Econdlc
Cdnunlty (EEC) and the tfor ld Food progranne (wFp). No flrn plegbs have been
reported so far for 1981-

rV. PNOENESS IN I PTJEUENTING TEE S PECIAL E@IIOUIC
ASSfSIAIiICE PROGRAIO,IE

27- sao Tooe lnd Princlpe receives lnternatlonal asslstance under a nurnber of
bllateral and nultllateral prograftres. The rna Jor sources of asslstance and the
aectora anil fleld8 ln flb lch asalatance ls belng provlded ras glven ln docunent
A/35/333. annex, appendlx I.
2s- Feeer than half of the project.E incluiteat in the special econonic asslstance
Proqrarlre for gao Tdlc and Prlnclpe have attract€d international support during the
past three years. Of the 52 proJecta reviee€d by the nlesion, t0 projects have
been fully flnanced and partlal fundlng haa been secured for 6 others. The
Covernnent has withdrarrn 14 projectB and 7 ney proJects have been identifieal.
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29. Table 6 provldes a 1i6t of projects identlfleat ln prevlous reports that elther
have been conpletely frnded or have been slthilrawn by the Governnent and provldeg
lnfornatlon nh€re the source of funda dlffers fron that glven ln table 4 of the
anner. to docunent A/35/333 or shere nen fundlnq haa been prortliled. Table 7 llsts
tho€e projects for Hh lch partlal fundlng has been arranged or proviiled. Table 8
lists projects whlch have attracted no internationat fundlng and new proJects for
nhlch the GovernlEnt ls seeklng internatlonal aEaistance. Detalls of the seven nep
projects identlfled by the Covernnent, together irlth lnfornatlon about prevlously
repolted proJecta that have been rnodlfleil, are given in the appenillx. It 6hou1d be
noted that ln Dany cas€s coat estlnatea are not avallabLe as further studleg and
docunentatlon are r.equlred.

Table 6

@

ProJ ect Renarks

A-I Pilot banana plantatlons

A-{ Porest lnventory

A-6 uotorlzatlon of flshing canoes
and lnprovenent of fishlng nethods

I-1 (b) l.tineral water and
table-uater PIant

I-1 (d) Frult-Juice plant

I-1 (e) Coffee roastinq and
Packlng Plant )

'-2 
Industrial zone

t-4 Brlck, tlle and ceramlcs Plant

I-5 Improvenent of sa$miLls and uae
of trtgod

l|-1 Topographlcal lnforrnation

M-2 Geological lnfornation

Ituhdinq covered by the
. Governnent of Sao Tcrre and

Prlnclpe

wlthdrawn

Funded

withdrarn

withdrann

withdratm

Tfi thd r avn

Funded

wlthdrawn

Funateal

Funded
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Table 6 (continuetl)

ProJect Renarka

ll-3 lllneral erploratlon Funated

X-t! Search for petroleum i{lthdrawn

f-5 Development of the Nattonal Funded
ueteorological servlce

f9 150-ton self?ropelled barge Rrndlnq covereat by EEC

!-12 fechnical co-operatlon for t{lthdrann
narltlme transport itevelopnent

!-1'l Construction equlpnent for publlc Funded
l{orks Department

FI Bulldings and equtpment for withdrarrn
health centres and health posts

H-6 uedical books and journalg nltbdrarrn

A-2 Old people I s hone wlthatrairn

L-l Cmprehenslve houBlng Etualy nltbdrarrn

L-2 UrbJr developnent planninE nlthdrann

L-3 Developrlent of urban water Wittrdrawn
auppl iea

L-t Ndtelng for technical nrnded
co-operation Etaff

t\I... 1

I
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Table ?

Proj ect Retnarks

M-5 Hydro€Iectrlc Power

T-1 Sao Tor|e alrport, runway e:atenalon

E-4 sporcs equlPment

s-l creches and k lndergartens

Il-4 Anbulances

H-5 Vehicles and other supplles for
the nalaria eraalication carnpaign

Technlcal studies are complete and can
be nade availabl-e by tbe Government.
Flnancirlg for conatructlon 13 requlred.

Bid doculents have not Yet been
conpleted. Flnanclng for constructlon
lB required,

Donatlona of sports eguipnent are
stlLl required.

Aald itlonal financial assistance is
stlll requlred.

Addltlonat financial asslstance ls
still required for 4 radlo-equipped
( 4-wheel ilrlve) anbulances, together
with ninlmun spare parts. seven new
radios for exlstlng arnbulance€ are
also needed. The total estlnateal cost
for the above anounts to $125,000.

The second cycle g/ of the canpalgn ls
under tray. Asslstance ls requiled to
flnance four addLtional cyc1eg of DDT

beglnning JuIy 1982. The addltlonal
cost amounts to $ 600,000.

4/ A canpaign cycle covers six month5.
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lable I

Sumarv_statenent of Erolects for ehlch no fundinq
has been Drovided

ProJect Renar ks !,/

Prolects llEted ln prevloua raports

A-3 Agrlcultural cenEua

A-5 Fisheries developrnent

I-1 Fabrlcatlon of cocoa-pd{der anal
cocoa-butter, nodernlaatlon of
salt productlon

I-1 (c) Vegetable-oil plant, lnclualng
reflnery and production of nargarln€
and soap

I-l (f) Ao ln.l feed plant

I-3 National naintenance and
repalr netrrork

I-5 FIEh crnn ltrg and flsh-neal
proaluctlon

E-l Prlnary school faclllties

E-2 Preparatory and secondary
sch@l facilitles

The Governnent has aaked for Cuban
technical aaalatrnce for th13 project.
Financlng has not yet been conflrned.

Fund tng Is stlll required for the
250-ton flshlnq boat (draqgert the
coat of nhlch i3 Btlll to be
dtetenlned. Technlcal asslatance for
a ll-nonth per iod i.3 also stlll needed
at a coat of aPProxhately $150,000.

ITNIDO study conpletd. Plnanclng of
of constructldt aBd equlpnent ls
3t111 needed.

The flnlncing of a Btudy and eventull
constructlon of tbls faclllty l€ stlll
requlred.

Funds are 8t111 neeiled for
conatructlon, equlpnent and aPare
part3 ln the a[ount of tl2 fillllon.
The technlcal aaslatance Portlon of
this proJect ls nd costed at $530,000.

The f lratfhase fundlng of
100 claasroos, rehted facllltles
enal equlpdent has not been secured.
The eEtlnated coEt atnounts to 0700,000.
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fable 8 (contlnuedl

Project Retrlrka g/

E-3 Preparatory rnd secondary
teachers atra! aalnlniatrators

E-5 Technlcal trainlng tnstltute

@
T-2 Princlpe Alrport, runvry itprovetrent

T-3 Prottlslon of alscraft

T-{ other clell avlatlon deYeloFent

!!-6 300-tdr inter-lsl.nd and coatal ve3ael

T-I0 New port at Santo Anton 1o, Prlnclpe

!-11 trork-llft truckB for Ports

T-13 ErtenElon of eaat-Hest roed

t'-2 Study of tbe Central Boapltll DeElgn funlls for tb18 Project
ProJect heve not been gecured.

H-3 vehicleE and equip{Ent for the The S230.000 requeated for
sanitatldr ae"elopnent thla project ha€ not yet been

accurcd.

@(u.g.llEggjleEg (eee appenillx for d€trllEl

A-2 Livestock development

I-l (a) ExtenEidr of exlstlng brewerlt
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ProJect ninarkc g/

UeLItot eSCs (sec appendlr for dtetrilEt

E-6 Conatructlon of a nrtlonal llbrary
B-7 Cdrstructlon of ! tclcher-tralnlng 6chool

B-8 Construction of r central rfirehouae

E-? New haalth lnfraatructu!€ conrtructlon progra$F

T-14 Constructlon of a neH co larcla]- port at Sao T(le

T-15 Flrelcrasb facllltl€s et th€ Sao Tone alrport

f-l Vlsual alds equiprent

il ,he abeence of renllka Indlcates no change f,rc|! the preyiour report.



A/t6/262
English
Annen
Page 15

APPBNDIX

Details of lndlvltlual Drolecta in the special
econdrlc aas isttnc€ groor anne

@NBITS

A. l{odlficd projects

B. Ney inltlatlves ln ttre educatlon sector .

C. Nee lnltiatlvea ln the health Eector

D. New tnitlatlees ln the tranaport aector .

E. Inf orloatldr aector

ParaqraDhE

L-2
3-7
8-L2

13-ls
16-17
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A. Moalifled proiect.s

A-2 ldigestoc.k develop-nent

I. In the l9?9 nlssion repotE (A/34/371), ext.ensive contnents were provided on anoutbreak of Afrlcan swlne-pests. lrore than 13.000 plqs have been deEtroyed dluring
an eradicatlon canpaign. After conductinq laboratorv tests rn Novenber and
December 1980' of organs, flesh and blood sanples taien frcm domesticated and wildplgs ql sao tom€ and Prlncipe. a technicar niasron fron portugal reported that thesPlne-Pest had been eradtcated. A pilot prografine is proposed for the
re-introaluctlon of pigs to the lsland. The Food anat Aqrlculture organlzatlon of
the unlted Nations ls partlcipaEinq ln this experinent, which is expected to leaitto a large-scale neat-pr@essing programne that r,ill eventually requlre externalfinanclal and technical assistance.

I-l(a) htenEion of existinq brewef,X

2. Prellninary studies of tbe exlsting privately-ot ned brewery in Neves on the
island of Sao lorrE have shoirn the plant to be totally inadequate. In particular,
the equlPtlent is old and not dep;natablei thus reasonable production levers cahnot
be fialntained due to outages and excesslve mal.ntenance requirenents. The benefltsto the iEland fron a full-sca1e comnerclal enterprtse have been noted by the
Governnent authorltles, who have glven thls project a high priority. A new ptantnrth nodcrn eguipnent wlll require conmercial financing ot approxtiately $9 nlrlionto $10 nillton, Includlng the preparation of final docunents.

B- New initiatives in the eduqatlon sector

3. The Governnent of sao tome and princlpe ls currently preoccupled wlth the goalof provldlng universal education through the developnent and lnprovenent of thenatlonal systen of education. This is to be acconpllshed through the alreaaty
established fntegrated Education Reforn plan, whose fundanentat objectives are toralge the le"er of tra{ning for workers together with providlng education forpronlslng scientific and nanagerial students.

4. The prlority tasks of the new system are to errnlnate the current oidespreadtlllteracy and to provide the needed infrastructure and hunan resources for thealevelopment of the projected levels of educatlon. To loeet ttrese oUiecitves, theGovernnent faces enornoug problems, notably the shortage of classroqns whiehneceasitates the use of three shifts ln pr lnary schoots (see tabre l). Anotherseriou€ obstacle confronting lhe Governnent ls the lack of ancillary facitrities forthe tralnlng of technical cadres, econonists, teachers, etc.
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Table I

Pr lnary secondary Lyc€e

Registered studentE

ClaEaroons

18 754

233

2 354

41

1 450

29

E-6 Colstructlon of a nationat llbrarv

5. There are no existtng library facilltles withln the c€untry. ThlB proJect
woultt pro\tlde for the constructlon of and an lnltlil supply of books for e netlonrl
tibrary. A prelinlnary estlnate of costs is $750,000. A technlcal studv t ill b€
required to proviate a firner eatimate.

E-7

6. There ls an urgent need Eo provlde for the training of teachers ho neet thc
goals of the new educational reforn Programl€. Accordlngly' the Governnent
tropose= the constructlon antl equlpplng of a teacher trainlng school. A technlcal
study is requlred to establish the flrrancial inpllcationg of thls prolect.

E-8@

7, glarehouae facilitieg to protect and store food products for school lunctl
progr annea do not exlst. TroE lcal cllnattc condiclons, together ltlth rodent
problens, necessitate secure storage for approxlnately 400 tonnes of food
supplies. There is also a need to store bookE and school suppllea ln a central
locatlon. To neet these needs, the Governnent proposes a fetslbillty study of a
slngle central rrarehouse to stor€ fooal and scbool supplies. A snall cold-atorage
unit in the food area uiII be needed.

C. Nel|, lnltlative€ ln lLhC-h94!U--geqg9!

8. Pro\risional data for 1980 lndicate an infant tnortality rate of up
to 97 per 1,000. !'talarla, lnfluenza, gastro-lnte€tinal disorders, hepatitls,
tuberculosis, poliorwelitis and other tropical slcknesses are made rbre €erloua
by natnutrltlon and generally unsanitary llvtng condttions. The norld Eeelth
olganlzation (wlto) ts provldlng assistance in the ualarla Etadication canpa t<irn
(see project H-5). The United Natlons chilalrenrs Fund (I'NICEF) is particlpatlnq ln
progranmes for vacclnationa (neasles, polloqrelltls and srnallpox), the constructlon
of latrines and hlaglene studle€ ln the public schools. Th€ vulnerable groupa
regulre speclal attention. The number of exist.ing health unlts lnclude 2 central
hospitals, 16 rural hoapltale md ll dlspensaries. /...
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9. The following table lists the nunber of doctors in the country by speciality.
Sao Tone and Principe suffers fron an acute shortaqe of nationals trained ln the
nedical field and almos! al1 doctors are expatriates. Sone 22 natlonals are
overseas seudying medicine and at least 49 are abroad in other study programnes
related to the medical fleld.

Specialitv

Internal nedicine

General pracbice

Paediatrics

D€rmatology

Neurology

Lung diseases

Radiology

General surgery

Urology

Paedlatric surgery

Orthopedics

cynaecology

Psychiatry

Anaesthes iology

Doctors in countrv in 1980 a/

1

There are at present approximately tno trained nurses to one doctor.

11

g-/
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H-7 New bealth inf r as tr,uct_!!g_@!g!!!g!i9!_p!pgt3!Iql

10. The Governnent plans to provide eventually, in each of seven areas, a health
delivery system consisting of the followinq:

I health centrei

urban centrei

rural centre i

dispensary;

Small units for conmunily rnedicine.

II. Progranmes for five of these areas have been partially imPle ented but lack
equipment and trained personnel. sweden and EEc have provided scEfte assistance ln
which emphasis is given to preventive nredicine.

L2. The outstanding elements of the health infrastructure prograntne that stllt
require funding for design studies' construction and equipnent are as follows:

l polycl in ic

I distr ict health centre

5 rural health centres

I0 dispensar ies

3 urban health centres

The covernment also nishes to establish
documentaLion centre. Ilowever, no coat

Es.timCted cost iE us dollars

29 000

100 000

290 000

230 000

69 000

a nursing school conbined with a

estirnates are available.

D" Ne:_-'.r tniriariLes iLl&_!Ig!€p9!!__999!9,!

13, ComnunicaLions and' particularly, sea transport have long provided serlous
constraints to the rational gro['th of this island econony. The conpletion of the
satelliEe ground station, vrith assislance from Algeria, will do nuch to overcorne
sone of sao Toners tong-standi.ng isolation. Frequent and regular shippinq has been

inhibited by inadequate port facilities, includinq severe draft limitations and a
nlack of docking gear and cranes. which has resulted in holding higher levels of
stocks of essential imports and exports and contributed to periodic shortaqes' The

covernment accordingly gives hiqh priori.ty to inpfoving cornmercial port facilities.
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T-14 Construction qf a new conneriial ort at Sao Tone

14. Norway and Portugal are expected to fund the feasibitity studies relating to
this facility; the resulls should be available in late 1991.

T-15 Fire/crash facilitles at the Sao Tone airDort

15- New fire/crash equlpment is reguired to replace the exist.i.ng inadequace fire
truck. The new vehicle should neet current international safety standards
consistent with the tlpe and frequency of alrcraft u6ing the airstrip. The
Governnent's provisional estimated cost for this eguipment. is g400,000.

E. fnfgl4Aglon sector

K-I Vigtlal. aids equipnent

15. The Ministry of Information requires the following equipnent to upgrade itsvisuat aids capabil-ities:

I vehicle equipped rritb exterior loudspeakers,

I 220-voLX/ so-cycle cassette recorder;

2 vehicles equipped rrith novie projectors (16 nn) and

1 35 run rnov le projector for theatre usei

2 15 flm fllovie caneras equipped with aound recorders,
synchro-heads to be used while f il"ninq),

1 filn developer tank (Iarge capacity),

I snall-scale news-prlnting device.

L7. Technical assistance is regulred to assess the needs,
and to train personnel in the use of new equi9menr.

a portable screen i

ttpe nNagra' (vrith

eo provide cost data,




