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I. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By its resolution 49/126 of 19 Decenber 1994, the General Assenbly deci ded
to establish an open-ended ad hoc working group of the Assenbly in early 1995 to
el aborate further an agenda for devel opnent under the chairmanship of its
President. 1In its decision 49/497 of 14 Septenber 1995, the Assenbly deci ded
that the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working G oup should continue its work during the
fiftieth session of the Assenbly with a view to finalizing an agenda for

devel opnent and to report thereon during the fiftieth session of the Assenbly.

2. In its decision 50/490 of 16 Septenber 1996, the Assenbly decided that the
Ad Hoc QOpen-ended Worki ng Group should continue its work during the fifty-first
session of the Assenbly with a viewto concluding its work as soon as possi bl e,
taking i nto account the progress achieved during the forty-ninth and fiftieth
sessions of the Assenbly, and to report thereon at its fifty-first session.

3. The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working G oup held six sessions during the
fifty-first session of the Assenbly. The first session was held from1l to

21 February 1997, the second from 31 March to 4 April 1997, the third from28 to
30 April 1997, the fourth from2 to 6 June 1997, the fifth on 13 June 1997 and
the sixth on __ June 1997.

4. The Presidents of the forty-ninth, fiftieth and fifty-first sessions of the
General Assenbly, M. Amara Essy (Cdte d'lvoire), M. D ogo Freitas do Anaral
(Portugal) and M. Razali Isnail (Ml aysia), respectively, served as Chairnman of
t he Worki ng Group.

5. At the first neeting of the Wirking Group on 21 February 1995,
M. René Val éry Mongbé (Benin) and M. Peter GCsvald (Sweden) were designated as
Vi ce- Chai rmen of the Working G oup.

6. At the first organi zational neeting of the Working Group during the
fifty-first session, held on 11 February 1997, M. Peter Osval d (Sweden) was
reconfirned as Vice-Chairman and M. Percy Mangoael a (Lesotho) was desi gnated

Vi ce- Chai rman of the Wirking G oup, succeeding M. Mngbé (Benin). At the first
neeting of the Wrking Goup during the fifty-first session, M. M chael Pow es
(New Zeal and) was desi gnated Vi ce-Chairman of the Wrking Goup, succeeding

M. Gsval d (Sweden).



1. RECOMVENDATI ON

7. At its nmeeting, on 20 June 1997, the Wrking Goup decided to recomend
to the General Assenbly the adoption of the follow ng draft resol ution:

"The General Assenbly,

"Recalling its resolution 49/126 of 19 Decenber 1994, in which it
decided to establish an ad hoc open-ended worki ng group of the Assenbly to
el aborate further an action-oriented, conprehensive agenda for devel opnent,
whi ch should begin its work as early as possible in 1995 under the
chai rmanshi p of the President of the Assenbly,

"1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working G oup
of the General Assenbly on an Agenda for Devel opnent;*

"2. Adopts the Agenda for Devel opnent, as set forth in the annex to
the present resolution.”

1 To be issued in final formas Oficial Records of the General Assenbly,
Fifty-first Session, Supplenment No. 45 (A/51/45).

-3-



Annex

AGENDA FOR DEVELOPMENT

1. . Devel opnent is one of the main priorities of the United Nations.

Devel opnent is a multidinmensional undertaking to achieve a higher quality of
life for all people. Econom c devel opnent, social devel opnent and environnent al
protection are interdependent and nutually reinforci ng conponents of sustainable
devel opnent .

. Sust ai ned econonmic growh is essential to the econom ¢ and socia
devel opnent of all countries, in particular devel oping countries. Through such
growt h, which should be broadly based so as to benefit all people, countries
will be able to inmprove the standards of living of their people through the
eradi cati on of poverty, hunger, disease and illiteracy, the provision of
adequate shelter and secure enploynment for all, and the preservation of the
integrity of the environnent.

. Denocracy, respect for all human rights and fundanental freedons,
including the right to devel opnent, transparent and account abl e governance and
adm nistration in all sectors of society, and effective participation by civi
soci ety are also an essential part of the necessary foundations for the
realization of social and people centred sustainabl e devel opnent.

. The enpowernent of wonen and their full participation on a basis of
equality in all spheres of society is fundanental for devel oprent.

2. Bui | ding on the outcone of recent United Nations conferences and ot her

rel evant agreenents, the Agenda for Devel opnent ains at invigorating a renewed
and strengthened partnership for devel opnent, based on the inperatives of mutua
benefits and genui ne interdependence. It testifies to the renewed commtnents
of all countries to nobilize national and international efforts in pursuit of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and to revitalize and strengthen internationa
cooperation for developnent. In that context, the Agenda for Devel opnent
acknow edges the primacy of national policy and nmeasures in the devel opnent
process and calls for action towards a dynam c and enabling internationa
econom ¢ environment, including, inter alia, an open, rule based, equitable,
secure, non-discrimnatory, transparent, and predictable nmultilateral trading
system and pronotion of investnent and transfer of technol ogy and know edge, as
wel | as for an enhanced international cooperation in the nmobilization and

provi sion of financial resources for devel opnent fromall sources, the strategy
for durable solutions to the external debt and debt-servicing problens of
devel opi ng countries and the efficient use of avail able resources.

. SETTI NG AND OBJECTI VES

A Setting

1. Devel oprment, peace and security

3. Peace and devel oprment are closely interrelated and nmutual |y supportive.
Devel opnent shoul d al so be pursued in its own right. Developnment is

i ndi spensabl e to the achi evenent and mai nt enance of peace and security both

wi thin and anong nations. Wthout devel opnent there can be neither peace nor
security. There is conplenentarity between the processes related to the Agenda
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for Devel opnent and the Agenda for Peace. For peace and stability to endure,
nati onal action and effective international cooperation are required to pronote
a better life for all in larger freedom a critical element of which is the
eradi cati on of poverty.

4. Devel opnent cannot be attained in the absence of peace and security or in

t he absence of respect for all human rights and fundanental freedons. Under
conditions of war, and during periods of short-term emergencies and hunmanitarian
needs, devel opnment efforts are often negl ected, dim nished or abandoned.
Excessive mlitary expenditures, arns trade, investrment for arns production,
acqui sition and stockpiling have a negative inpact on devel opnment prospects.
Wth the relaxation of international tensions the opportunity exists for
reduci ng, as appropriate, mlitary expenditures and investnments for arns
production and acquisition, consistent with national security requirenents, in
order to increase resources for social and econoni ¢ devel opnent.

(a) dobalization, regional cooperation and interdependence: the need for a
comm tment for partnership

5. Pr of ound changes have occurred, especially coupled with the end of the cold
war, which question some of the traditional ways of addressing the challenge of
devel opnent.

6. One such increasingly inportant change affecting all countries is the
process of market-driven globalization, including due to rapid progress in

i nformati on exchange and tel econmuni cati ons.  obalization enconpasses the
varyi ng degrees of increasing integration of world markets of goods, services,
capital, technology, and | abour. This has generated greater openness, freer
novenent of factors of production and created greater opportunities for

i nternational cooperation. Geatly increased trade and capital flows and

t echnol ogi cal devel opnents open new opportunities for growth of the world
econony, particularly in devel oping countries. Wder dissem nation of ideas,
cultures, and lifestyles brought about by innovations in transportation and
comuni cations are also inportant manifestations of the globalization process.
G obalization permts countries to share experiences and to |earn from one
anot her's achi evenents and difficulties, and pronbte a cross-fertilization of
ideal s, cultural values and aspirations, taking into account the recognition of
cultural diversity.

7. d obalization of the world econony presents opportunities and chal |l enges
for the devel opment process as well as risks and uncertainties. As a result of
the process of globalization and grow ng interdependence in the econom c, social
and environnental fields, an increasing nunmber of issues cannot be effectively
addressed by countries individually. Therefore, international cooperation is
required. Furthernore, non-State actors with a global reach, such as
transnational corporations, private financial institutions and non-governmenta
organi zations, have inportant roles to play in the energi ng network of

i nternational cooperation

8. Greater interdependence anong States has accel erated the internationa
transm ssion of macroeconom ¢ policy decisions and therefore their effects

t hroughout the gl obal econony. This is particularly true for the devel oprnent
prospects of the devel oping countries, which have been particularly affected by
gl obal i zati on.

9. A obal financial integration presents new chall enges and opportunities for
the international commnity. Sound donestic macroeconom ¢ policies of each
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country in regard to pronoting macroeconom ¢ stability and growh are primary
elements for determning private capital flows, and the coordi nation of

macr oeconom ¢ policies, where appropriate, and a favourable internationa
econom ¢ environment play an inportant role in reinforcing their effectiveness.
The gl obalization of financial markets can generate new risks of instability,
including interest rate and exchange rate fluctuations and volatile short-term
capital flows, which require all countries to pursue sound econom c policies and
to recogni ze the external econom c inpact of their donestic policies. There is
a need for the expansion of private capital flows and for broader access by al
devel opi ng countries to these flows, and therefore the need for the
international community to assist |owincone countries, especially those in
Africa, in their efforts to create an enabling environnent necessary to attract
such fl ows.

10. Increasing the capacity to respond to these trends requires sound donestic
policies as well as a favourable international econom c environment. Although
new growt h pol es are energing in a nunber of devel oping countries which wll

provide an increasing share of the stinmulus to world developnent, it is likely

that the role of the devel oped countries in world finance will remain
preponderant for a long tinme. The policies they followin their donmestic
affairs will, in the increasingly globalized capital markets, be of decisive

i nportance for the rest of the world as they have a significant influence on
worl d economic growth and, consequently, over the international econonic
envi ronnent .

11. Notwi thstanding the inportance of a favourable international econonic
environnent, ultimately each country bears primary responsibility for its own
econom ¢ and social policies for developnent. |In order to take advantage of a
rapidly integrating world econony, all countries should adopt sound and stabl e
donestic policies, address external and internal inbal ances, and encourage a
conti nuous process of adjustment. Sound national policies are al so essenti al
for cushioning external shocks. National policies of all countries wuld al so
benefit frominproved political institutions and | egal systens. In this
context, the international community should give strong support to the efforts
of devel oping countries to solve their serious social and econom c problens and
shoul d pronote a favourabl e international econom ¢ environment for devel oprent.

12. dobalization and interdependence are deepening the need and creating
greater opportunities for international cooperation. The problens and questions
whi ch gl obalization and interdependence bring in their wake, show that there
clearly exists a shared, comon interest anong all countries in solving and
answering them |International devel opment cooperation, not only founded in
solidarity, but also based on nutual interest and partnership, forms an
essential part of this effort. Wth the wani ng of ideological confrontations,
the rise in globalization, and the deepening of interdependence anmong nati ons,
the historic opportunity has arisen for constructive dial ogue anong al
countries, in particular anong the devel oped and devel opi ng countries, and
political nobilization for the pronotion of international cooperation for
devel opnent based on genuine partnership and nmutuality of interests and
benefits. This Agenda for Devel opnent manifests our conmmitnment to grasp this
opportunity.

13. The deepeni ng interdependence anmong countries has already led to the
enmer gence and strengtheni ng of regional econom c groupings and arrangenents.
They are recogni zed as inportant catal ysts for gl obal economc growth and
expansi on of trade. They offer a framework for fostering and enhancing
cooperation anong States not only on economic policy but on other areas of
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common concern as well. Regional econom c groupings and arrangenents which are
outward oriented, supportive of and conplenentary to the nultilateral trading
system are inportant actors in the gl obal devel opment process.

(b) Variety of devel opnent experiences and inpact of globalization

14. Devel opnent experiences anong countries reflect differences with both
progress and setbacks. A nunber of devel oping countries have experienced rapid
econom c growth over the recent past and have become dynam c partners in the

i nternational economy. These countries, which maintain a high rate of economc
grow h, have increased their share in world trade and foreign direct investnent,
t hereby expanding their role in the gl obal econony.

15. At the sane time, devel oping countries continue to face difficulties
participating in the globalization process. Many risk being marginalized and

ef fectively excluded fromthe gl obalization process. Many of themcontinue to
be mired in poverty, hunger and malnutrition, and econoni c stagnation, including
sl ow or negative economic growh. The global changes in finance, communications
and technol ogy have |l argely by-passed them despite their efforts of undertaking
econom ¢ reforns, including structural adjustnment progranmes. The gap between

t he devel oped and devel opi ng countries remai ns unacceptably w de. |nbal ances
and uncertainties continue to exist in the global econony which affect all
countries but in particular the interests of the devel oping countries. W
reiterate the need for broadeni ng and strengthening the participation of

devel oping countries in the international econom ¢ deci sion-naking process.

16. The devel opnment spectrumranges w dely not only anmong countries but also
within countries. The varied country situations indicate that in addition to
overal |l measures needed for the pronotion of a favourable international econonic
envi ronnent for devel opnent, there is a need for specific measures in particular
country situations. Success will often depend on the renoval of key constraints
whi ch vary greatly fromcountry to country. Cooperation anong devel opi ng
countries and sharing their experiences can greatly contribute to achieving such
success. It also requires that international devel opment cooperation has to
take into account the respective plans, programmes, needs, priorities and
policies of developing countries. A new international partnership is required
for devel opment at the national, subregional, regional and international |evels.

(c) Critical situations and special problens in devel oping countries:

. Critical situation in Africa

. Critical situation in the | east devel oped countries
. Special problenms in small island devel oping States

. Special problenms in | and-1ocked devel opi ng countries

17. The critical socio-economc situation in Africa is of priority concern
Africa is the only region where poverty is expected to continue to increase
substantially. Mch of the continent suffers from inter alia, inadequate
physical and institutional infrastructure, poor human resource devel oprment, | ack
of food security, malnutrition, hunger, w despread epidem cs and di seases, and
unenpl oynment and under enpl oynent. These conditions are further conpounded by a
nunber of conflict and disaster situations. Al these diverse limtations and
constraints nmake it difficult for Africa to fully benefit fromthe processes of
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gl obalization and liberalization of trade and to integrate fully in the world
economny. Increased nobilization of donestic and external resources for

devel opnent, as well as their nore effective use, are critical for the success
of the econom c and political refornms undertaken by African countries.
International solidarity is fundamental to Africa' s devel opnent and

i nternational cooperation and support nust necessarily conpl enent the nationa
resources nobilized by the African countries thensel ves.

18. The critical situations of the | east devel oped countries, which are
particularly marginalized fromthe world econony, require the priority attention
of the entire international comunity, in support of appropriate donestic
econom ¢ and social policies. The heavy burden of debt and debt service on
their economes, deterioration in the terms of trade, decline in real terns in
recent years in the overall level of official devel opnent assistance (ODA) and
limted flows of private resources are sone of the nmain factors that inpede the
already linmted opportunities for these countries to participate in and benefit
fromthe process of globalization and liberalization. By npbst neasures of
econom ¢ and human wel | -being, the | east devel oped countries |lag seriously
behind. Their social indicators are consistently |ow and have worsened in sone
cases. Their institutional and physical infrastructure is fragile and therefore
enhanced national and international support are required to strengthen them

19. The special problens of small island devel oping States al so need to be
given priority attention by the international conmunity. The special challenges
and constraints to their devel opment arising from inter alia, their limted

mar ket size and resource base, fromtheir particular transportati on and

conmmuni cati on probl ens, and fromtheir high degree of vulnerability to natura
and environnental disaster need to be addressed.

20. Lack of territorial access to the sea, aggravated by renpteness and
isolation fromworld markets, prohibitive transit costs and risks inmpose serious
constraints on the overall socio-econom c devel opnent efforts of the |andl ocked
devel opi ng countries. The special challenges and constraints specific to these
countries need to be addressed.

(d) Post-cold war realities and chall enges

(i) Special problens and features of countries with economes in
transition

21. The special problens and features of countries with economes in transition
require particular attention in the post-cold war era. The dual transition to
denocracy and to a market econony makes their situation especially conplex
particularly regarding their econom c growh and sustai nabl e devel opnent. This
ongoi ng process i s guided by and based on the respect for human rights,
transparent, representative and accountabl e governance, the rule of |aw and
civil peace.

22. Considerable strains are put on the social fabric of these societies of the
countries with economes in transition. Structural adjustments bring econonic
benefits but are causing social problens which were unknown before the
transition. Severe environnental degradation, a worsening popul ation situation
and the probl emof conversion of mlitary production to civilian in these
countries are of primary concern

23. The conpletion of the transition process and the integration of these
countries in the world econony and their effective involvenent in the
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multilateral institutions will have a positive inmpact not only on these
countries thensel ves but also on the global econony. Thus, it is especially

i mportant for themto pronote effective cooperation in trade, econony, finance,
sci ence and technology with all countries and regions. Their integration should
contribute to econom c cooperation with devel oping countries and to nutually
benefici al exchanges of scientific and industrial knowhow Increased
cooperati on anmong countries with economies in transition will also be inportant.
In order to bring this integration about in a speedy manner, effective

i nternational support for reforns in these countries is essential both in terns
of financial resources and of institutional expertise. The neasures that shoul d
be undertaken in this regard nmust ensure the maxim zation of the benefits from
and the mnim zation of the negative effects of trends in the world econony for
all countries in particular for devel oping countries.

(ii1) The end of the cold war and the devel opi ng countries

24. \While the end of the cold war has fostered a new spirit of dial ogue and
cooperation at the global political level, there is a need to inprove the

i nternational economic environment so that it is nore conducive to the
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent of devel oping countries, including through the
fulfilnment of commtnments agreed to at the recent major United Nations

conf erences.

25. In the post cold war situation, the record of devel oprment is so far a nixed
one. The successful conclusion of the Uruguay Round on multilateral trade

negoti ations, the consensus on devel opnent arising fromrecent major United

Nati ons conferences and the expansion in private flows to devel oping countries
are positive devel opnments. On the other hand, the recent decline in real terns
of ODA, the deterioration in terns of trade and the risk of marginalization from
the worl d econony of devel oping countries, in particular the |east devel oped
countries, are particular concerns. The international community and

multilateral financial institutions and the Wrld Trade Organi zation (WO
shoul d focus their attention on ways to address these concerns effectively.

(e) Denobcracy, transparent and accountabl e governance, and the pronotion and
protection of all human rights and fundanental freedons, including the
right to devel opnent

26. The wani ng of ideol ogical conflicts has inproved the climte of cooperation
at all levels. Al though there is no universal prescription for successfu

devel opnent, a consensus has energed, inter alia, that econom c devel opnent,
soci al devel opnent and environnental protection are interdependent and rutually
rei nforcing conponents of sustainable devel opnment, which is the framework of our
efforts to achieve a higher quality of life for all people. 1In this context, we
reaffirmthat democracy, devel opment and respect for human rights and
fundanmental freedons, including the right to devel opnent, are interdependent and
mutual I'y rei nforcing.

27. Respect for all human rights and fundanental freedons, denocratic and
effective institutions, conbating corruption, transparent, representative and
account abl e governance, popul ar participation, an independent judiciary, the
rule of law and civil peace are anobng the indispensable foundations for

devel opnent. At the sane time, we reaffirmthat the right to devel opment is a
uni versal and inalienable right and an integral part of human rights. As stated
in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, the human person is the centra
subj ect of devel opnent. Devel opnent facilitates the enjoynent of all human



rights, but the I ack of devel opnent may not be invoked to justify the
abridgenent of internationally recognized human rights.

28. FEfforts to reinforce denocratic institutions and actions are vital for

achi eving peace and econom ¢ and social progress. Social stability, needed for
productive growh, is nurtured by conditions in which people can readily express
their will. For this, strong national institutions of participation are
essenti al

29. The existence of wi despread absol ute poverty inhibits the full and
ef fective enjoynent of human rights and renders denocracy and popul ar

participation fragile. It is unacceptable that absol ute poverty, hunger and
di sease, |ack of adequate shelter, illiteracy and hopel essness should be the | ot
of over one billion people. W comit ourselves to the goal of eradicating

poverty in the world through decisive national actions and internationa
cooperation as an ethical social, political and econom c inperative of
humanki nd.

30. Denocracy, which is spreadi ng everywhere, has rai sed devel oprment
expect ati ons everywhere. Lack of their fulfilment risks the rekindling of
non-denocratic forces. Structural reforms that do not take social realities
into account could destabilize denbcratization processes as they exacerbate the
reaching of that fulfilment. Wile it is recognized that States have the
primary responsibility in securing a sound and stable national political,
econom ¢ and soci al environnent for devel opnent, international support, at the
request of interested CGovernnents, and the creation of a favourable

i nternational economc environment are crucial ingredients in this effort.

31. It is increasingly recognized that the State's role in devel opnent should
be conpl emented by other relevant actors of the civil society, including the
private sector. The State has the overall responsibility in various areas,
including, inter alia, social, economc and environmental policy fornulation
and for creating an enabling environnent for the private sector; the State
shoul d encourage effective participation by the private sector and nmaj or groups
in activities which conpl enent and rei nforce national objectives.

32. Every State has an inalienable right to choose its political, economc,
social, and cultural systens, without interference in any form by another State.
By virtue of the principle of equal rights and sel f-determ nation of peoples
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right
freely to determ ne, without external interference, their political status and
to pursue their economic, social and cultural devel opment, and every State has
the duty to respect this right in accordance with the provisions of the Charter

B. bjectives

1. Strengthening international cooperation for devel opnent

(a) Inplenmenting all international agreenents and conmitnents for devel opnent

33. The new opportunities, challenges and risks opened by the globalization and
growi ng i nterdependence in the world econony, the critical situation and speci al
probl ems in many devel opi ng countries and the special problens of econonmies in
transition heighten the need for strengthened international cooperation. A
strong political will is essential to sustain such cooperation. Through this
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Agenda, we renew our commitment and seek to inpart new vigour to a gl oba
partnership for devel opnent.

34. The international community has convened over the past five years or so a
nunber of maj or conferences and neeti ngs whi ch have adopted deci sions and nmade
commitments on key devel opnment issues ainmed at reinvigorating the devel opnent
process and international cooperation for devel opment. These include the

Decl aration on International Econom c Cooperation, in particular the
Revitalization of Econom c Gowh and Devel opnment of the Devel opi ng Countries
the International Devel opment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Devel opnment
Decade, the World Conference on Education for Al held in Jontien, Thailand, the
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel oped Countries, the Wrld
Summit for Children, the United Nations New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa
in the 1990s, the Cartagena Conmitnent, Agenda 21 and the various consensus
agreenents and conventi ons adopted before, at, or after the United Nations
Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent, the Wirld Conference on Human R ghts
the d obal Conference on Snall |sland Devel oping States, the Internationa
Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the World Sunmmit for Soci al

Devel opnent, the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen, the ninth session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD), the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1) and the Wrld Food Summt.

35. These conferences bear witness that the United Nations systemis and shoul d
continue to be nore actively involved in the full spectrum of devel opnment

i ssues. The accords, conmmtnents and internationally agreed targets reached at
t hese conferences should be fully inplenented by all States and internationa
organi zations. Only through full inplenentation can we give credence to the
notion that these devel opnment initiatives are truly a priority issue for the

i nternational community.

36. Such inplementation requires forenost political will by all actors at al
levels. Too often the gap between what has been agreed and what has been

i mpl ement ed | eaves much to be desired both at the national and internationa

| evel s. The commtnents we have made individually and collectively need to be
fulfilled if the devel opnment needs of all countries, particularly of the
devel opi ng countries, are to be addressed effectively.

37. To this end we reaffirm through this Agenda for Devel opment, the continued
rel evance of the agreenents reached at these international conferences and ot her
neetings of the United Nations and stress the need for an integrated,

interrel ated and coherent inplenmentation and coordinated foll owup to these

conf erences.

(b) Enhancing the role, capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of the United
Nations systemin devel opnent

38. As we approach the twenty-first century, it is the collective
responsibility of the international comunity to ensure that within the

mul ti di nensi onal and integrated character of its mandate the United Nations
systemis equi pped to show | eadership in the fulfilnent of the conmtnments nade
on international cooperation for devel opnent, and to serve as a forumfor the
expression of global goals and as an advocate for the pronotion and protection
of all human rights, including the right to devel opnent and the protection of
the environnent, as well as to respond to humanitarian assi stance requirenments
and to maintain peace and international security.
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39. The United Nations system by virtue of its global reach, its universa
menbership, its inpartiality and the uni que and conprehensive mandate refl ected
inits Charter has a vital role to play in the devel opment process. Enhancing
this role, capacity, effectiveness and efficiency requires a continuous focus on
devel opnent issues and ensuring its sound financial basis.

40. The wide array of issues which the United Nations system addresses, is
reflected in its various functions, such as those of the specialized agencies,

i ncluding the Bretton Wods institutions, and the regi onal comm ssions. Each
part of the systemhas a specific role to play in addressing these issues.

Rel ati ve strengths and weaknesses anong the various parts of the system cannot
be ignored. Enhancing the role, capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of the
United Nations systemhas to take these basic facts into account and programmes
shoul d be concentrated on areas where particul ar needs and the special capacity
of the Organi zati on converge.

41. However, overarching these considerations of efficiency and effectiveness
of delivery, is the political dimension of the devel opnment agenda. The United
Nations is uni que because it conducts international political debates on al

i ssues in the economic, social and related fields. These debates shoul d provide
political inpetus to other fora to undertake the necessary policies and
neasures. Hence, the United Nations political interaction not only with Menber
States, the specialized agencies, including the Bretton Wods institutions, and
the regi onal commi ssions, as well as with organi zati ons such as the Wrld Trade
Organi zation, but also with non-state actors should be intensified with a view
to enhancing effective action and coordi nati on anong themin the econom c,
social and related fields.

42. This Agenda for Devel opment sets out a new framework for internationa
cooperation, defines the role of the United Nations, and how both can nake a
particul ar contribution, and sets out the devel opnent priorities as well as
tinme-frames for inplenentation and keeps the inplenentati on of the devel opnent
agenda under political review

2. Pronpting devel opment based on an integrated approach

43. Sustained economic growh is essential for expanding the resource base for
devel opnent and hence, for economic, technical and social transformation. It
generates the required financial, physical, human and technol ogi cal resources.
It is also essential to the eradication of poverty. An open and equitable
framework for trade, investnent and technol ogy transfer, as well as enhanced
cooperation in the managenent of a globalized world econony and in the
formul ati on and inpl ementati on of macroeconom c policies, are critical for the
promoti on of growth and devel opnent. Wile the private sector is a notor for
econom ¢ growth, the governnment has an active and essential role in the
formul ati on of econom c, social and environnental policies.

44. In order to ensure an integrated approach to devel opnent centred on human
bei ngs and to achi eve sustai nabl e devel opment, econonmic growth on its own i s not
sufficient and environnental protection cannot be considered in isolation from
t he devel opment process. The goal of developnent is the inprovenent of human
wel | -being and the quality of Iife. This involves the eradication of poverty,
the fulfilnment of the basic needs of all people and the protection of all human
ri ghts and fundanental freedons, including the right to devel opment. It
requires that CGovernnents apply active social and environnental policies, and
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the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundanental freedons on the
basis of denmpbcratic and widely participatory institutions.

45. Investnents in health, education and training are particularly critical in
t he devel opnent of human resources and shoul d be pursued in such a way that
everyone, both wonen and nen, are given an equal opportunity to participate
actively and productively in the devel opnment process. The inprovenment of the
rol e and status of wonen, including their enmpowernent, is central to all efforts
to achi eve sustai nabl e devel opnent in its econom c, social and environnenta

di nensions. Diversion of resources away fromsocial priorities and needs shoul d
be avoi ded and, where it has occurred, be corrected. Basic social programes
and expenditures, in particular those affecting people living in poverty and the
di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups of society, should be protected from budget
reductions. Wen formulating and inplenmenting structural adjustment policies
and programmes such consi derations should be taken into account.

46. Devel opnent is and should be centred on human beings. Econonic

devel opnent, social devel opnent and environnental protection are interdependent
and mutually reinforcing conponents of sustainable devel opment, which is the
framework of efforts to achieve a higher quality of life for all people. As the
wel | - bei ng of human bei ngs depends on all facets of devel opnent, a

mul ti di mensi onal approach to devel opnent is essential. Therefore, any

formul ation of strategies, policies, and national, subregional, regional and
international actions has to be based on an integrated and conprehensive
approach. It is in this spirit that we frane this Agenda for Devel opnment. Al
of the areas identified for action are closely interrelated for inplenmentation
of this Agenda.
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