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Control and limitation of documentation in the
United llations system

Conments of the Administrative Conmittee on Co-ordination

The Sec retary-Gener a1 has the honour to .bransmit to the mernbers of the General
Assembfy the conment s of the Administrative Con[nittee on Co-ordination on thc report
of the Joint fnspection Unit entitled ''Control and limitation of documentation in
the United Nations system" (A/36/rq),
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Connents of the Adrninistrative Cornr,rittee on Co-ord-lnation

1" lhe rerort of the Joint TrspecLion Llrrit on the contror a]}d limir.f ion of
docurentation in the United Nations syster'r is a further contribution by the Unit
+^ 4r-^ ^+--r-- r-fi^n .f n^li^.ie" .rn rr..a.r|Tdc rc.,rrd.irr rr irdiSf)ensablerv u rc r u uu,y

activiLy of Lhe secTerariats of rhe or5a.-izalions rriLhin the s.vsEen - lhc
servi cinl o C neelings and provision o.l doc-.vnentation -- r,'rn i ch has as Lhe yecrs
have rro'Iressed, the !,rorlt of Lhe orqanization exranded and the lan'uaqe
require.]ents increased become nore and -ore di"ficul L to rana-e ard rorc a1d more
expenslve to suFport.

2" Ihus, r'ener-alIy r Lhe executive neacs of th" organization ve] come Lhe rresent
repolt, as they have previous rerorts on related matte"s, and subscribe to the
corcerns exrressed by the Tnspectors in Lhe jnLroductior to lheir .report. The
ea'.ari+'. ^I- 1-l'a nr^!-lanq h.L,l]vA|rrsricq crrhq1arr'ia1Iv '.4- lrlfarlizaLion 1"o

^--.-i---.i^h -^ ,1^^- -ha annticnhi-tii \r nf rha cnenifir- recornrnenCal.ions rheseur Larr4aururr I r LJ vt luq
.ii ffprah.Fc rr'- ranaorize.: hr|tha Ihere.+-re iq lhe'\r h.ve ho.n rn rrevr."c YAh.?iq

rr-- q. u u,y

on related matters ,

i. -l.rrs. ir qe.or danca 'iJl f r-c '-n?r'\,dn -rrl.odures llor d.alinS wiLr JIU
reports, and in addition to the general corments contained in the present report'
the executive heads vil1 provide their respective governing bodies with their
nore specific observations on the recommendations of JTU as they nay aplly in the
case of the organization concerned. a/ The qeneral contnents in this report are
made on this assumption.

l+. The executive heads appreciate the recognition by JIU that the demand for
docurnentation (as distinct from pubfications) depends basically on the 1eve1 of
radar i-- anJ ir.i | ', 1. -i^l- ol"-p"r'i?rr io"t .rs w^l I ;.s on Lhe nr,it-ber of retuesLS 'nadF
-or ?ar^r+< ^- 

thic l.r j-.t--- .r,\ 1a., anir ic trr rs r-r-A --j-4r" 
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the delegations of the l.{ember States themselves. CeTtainlv, internaf discipline
rdthin the secretariats can have a substantial effect on the volune of tbe

^^.,,FAhte i hai- -rp hrFrur"a,r hv +l-a <d.ral rFiriq but r_h^ need for the documcnt,
'iF +.a Fircr ^lq.A ahd i'- .l +-'l ir-- r^ lhe b..i1' conriderinr iL areuv uclr vr u,/ !u u

matters on r,rhich the secretariat can aclvise" but not dictate" The objective of
control and timitation of documentation can only be effectively sought as a ioint
effort of the l.{ember States. as renresented in the various bodies, and the
qenr,.J-aristq Thrrc fh.,se of the JTU re con:nendati ons which a-re addressed to
legisLarive orgars and vhjch are oesigned Lo ensure continujno atLention lry
delegaLes Lo the problem are ;cnera-I-Lv r"elconc- ol Ll^ough in sorne cases the
mechanisms prollosed by JIU ruay be r:ote e-Laborat e than r,Iarrarted j-r Lhe particulsr
cif cr.rr'lstances.

a/ The c cnrment s of the Se cretary-Genera,f on the recorunendations of the
Inspectors as they may apply in the United lTations are contalned in d-o cunent
Al35 /167 / 
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5. As rega"rcls the re cornmendat ions that are addressed directlv to the executiv-^
heads:

(a) The question of a Iquota" systen for documentation ( reconrnendation 11)
has been Lle .ruojecl Cf reco'''l.1er-oation in previous reoorLs of ..he JTU. Lnc ACr'
cornrirents in t.he latest of these cases (1,/3j/29)+/Add"1" paras, ? and B) renain
valid, Certain agencies have such a svstem., others are not convinced thal, their
circrmstancps \'/rr-!rL or r.:ould retooltd to j r.he sysLer in Lhe "or.n el:vi saFe.l. by t^e
fnspe ctors "

lb) There is no rLifficul-ty in accepting the need for effective doc-![lents
conirol ( recomendation 12) and eCitorial control services ( recorruencLation 13)"
particularll,r lor those organizations vlth sizeable docurnentation l^rorhloac-ls, Soqe
organizations feel that thev alreadtr possess services r,rith the required authority
and strengthr other are studying the possitrilities of introducinq such services or
strcrgLhe-Jng ixisr-Ln{ cnes, h Lhis .ei:rect, to rhe exrenL tl,ar stren.-theni:l-
riroulci requir:e adciitional staff resoulces ) current bud4etary pollcies have a
restrictlve effect" The need for strengthening the authcrity of such units., as
Cislj-ct "r o: t.reir "car:ccir.y , is for assessmonr by eacn or-anizsr,ion in Lhe
light of its or.rn situatiorr.

(c) The utility of drafting and edit,ing courses ( reconrnendat i on 1)l) is not
questioned., Some organizations do provide such courses, Lut admittedly not, at
least at this tirne, a1-, an intcnsive level: others are not convinced that their
problems vith clocruaentation are sufficiently serious to varrant the added eLitense
of such courses "

(d) Several organizatlons already have ru-les or tractices r"rhi ch interdict
the revision of texts already in process ( reconrncndation li). rt is noted., hovever.
that some judgenent must be exercised, on occasion. in the al.'plication of the rule
Lc a specific case "

le) The executive head_s belleve that thc most -cost -effective neihods of
provlding translation ard tlrping services J accordlnq to circunstances and lrithout
sacriiicing basic quality ( recornme;r dati on 16), are given continuing consider:ation
through the resaective budgetar]- Drocesses of the organizations" cn the sreclfic
question of the use oi the contractual translation, i:eference is ma-de to the
conments of ACC on the JTU l:ellort issued last year on the question of the
translation lrocess in the Lhit.ed l,,lations systen (A/35/2!)+, paras. 13 and 1lr).

(f) 1'he iutacL of modern docu-mentaticn technologl- (reconmenciati on 17) and
ii's possibilities for effective introduction in the docrurentation processes of the
organizations of the slrstem are matters of continuing interest an_d j I,/hen cost-
effectivencss studies so indicate^ action by individual organizariJnj. The
organ:izations have e-'ichanged infcrnation an theitr exreriences in this fieIcl and r.ril1
continue to do so"
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(gl The purpose of the InteragencJr l,ieetinfl on languaqe Arrange ents,
Documentation and Publications is, basically" to facilitate the cxchance of
information and experience of the interested officials on matters of connon concern.
VariouE aslects of the control and limitation of documentation have been consiclered
at sucf necLings, c-d no .lifricLlty is Tores,=cr i.: dcalin- r'irh tLe sub,iect in rore
detail ( recon'nendat. ion f3).


