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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3789th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 13 June 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
between Irag and Kuwait", the President of the Security Council made the
foll owi ng statement on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council takes note of the letters fromthe Executive
Chai rman of the Special Comm ssion dated 9 and 11 June 1997 (S/ 1997/ 455 and
S/ 1997/ 458), the letter fromthe Deputy Prine Mnister of Iraqg dated
5 June 1997 (S/1997/456) and the letter fromthe Under-Secretary of the
Mnistry for Foreign Affairs of Iraq dated 6 June 1997 (S/1997/457). The
Counci| expresses serious concern at the four incidents on 4, 5 and
7 June 1997 in which Iraqgi personnel unacceptably interfered with
hel i copter flights operating in support of inspection of sites designated
by the Special Commi ssion under Security Council resolutions 687 (1991),
707 (1991) and 715 (1991), endangering the helicopters and their crews, as
wel | as persons on the ground.

"The Security Council deplores these incidents and underlines that
Irag nust imediately take effective steps to put an end to all such
actions. The Council remnds Irag of its obligations under the rel evant
resolutions of the Council, in particular resolution 1060 (1996). The
Counci|l affirnms that lraq is obliged to ensure the security of the
personnel of the Special Comm ssion and to permt the Comm ssion to carry
out its air operations anywhere in Irag without interference of any kind in
accordance with pertinent provisions of resolution 707 (1991). The Counci
recalls the commitnents contained in the joint statenent of the Specia
Commi ssion and Iraq of 22 June 1996.

"The Security Council reiterates its continuing support to the Special

Commission in its efforts to ensure the inplenmentation of its mandate under
the rel evant resolutions of the Council."

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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