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LETTER DATED 13 JUNE 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE REPUBLI C OF THE CONGO TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of the press rel ease
i ssued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and of French-speaking
Community Affairs of the Republic of the Congo in response to the events under
way in Brazzaville.

The purpose of this press release is to shed light on the origins of the
arnmed conflict between the Congol ese regular arny, which maintains its
all egiance to the Head of State, President Pascal Lissouba, and the mlitia of
fornmer President Denis Sassou-N Guesso.

The Governnent of the Republic of the Congo would be grateful to the
Security Council for any initiatives it may take, inter alia, by firmy
supporting the mediation efforts under the | eadership of the President of Gabon
H s Excellency EIl Hadj Orar Bongo, with a viewto the speedy restoration of
peace and the protection of denocracy in the Congo.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its

annex circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) Daniel ABIBI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex
[Oiginal: English and French]

Press release issued in New York on 10 June 1997 by the Mnistry

of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and of French-speaking

Community Affairs of the Republic of the Congo on the events
taking place in Brazzaville

In May 1997, the former Head of State, M. Denis Sassou-N Guesso, decided
to go to Onando, a town situated about 500 kilometres north of Brazzaville, on
an el ection canpai gn, although the election canpaign had not officially started.

As if he had forgotten that it was at Omando that he had had
Captain Pierre Anga, a native of that town, assassinated, M. Sassou demanded to
enter the town triunphantly in a "tipoye", a pal anquin used by traditiona
rul ers.

When the local popul ation refused to accede to the request to do such an
honour to the person who had ordered the execution of a native of Owmando,
Maj or Aboya, a nmenber of M. Sassou's mlitia, fired his gun, killing in cold
bl ood one of the | aw enforcenent officers who was trying to restore calm The
assassi nation had occurred a day before Sassou was to arrive. It angered the
people and triggered off a series of bloody incidents that resulted in the death
of 12 innocent farners.

Hardly had normal cy been restored in that part of the country than nenbers
of M. Sassou's mlitia deliberately opened fire on the body guards of
M. Jacques Joachi m Yhormbi Qpango, a forner Prime Mnister, on their way to
Brazzaville from Onando, a route that inevitably passes through Oyo,
M. Sassou's honme town and headquarters of his militia. The body guards had
earlier been disarmed by Sassou's militia before they entered the town.

Strangely enough, all this is happening despite the agreenent reached
between the nmain political |eaders on 31 May 1997, at the initiative of the Head
of State and in inplenmentation of the peace accord and under the auspices of the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zati on (UNESCO), M. Federico Mayor. |In that agreenment, the parties had
undertaken to ensure the disarmng of the mlitias and the hol ding of a peacefu
presidential election in July. M. Sassou was a signatory to the agreenent.

It is therefore hard to inagine that M. Sassou, a former Head of State,
woul d refuse to hand over the perpetrators of the nmurders, sheltered and
protected in his residence, to the police, but should rather order his mlitia
to respond to the court order with violence.

Since then, Brazzaville has beconme the theatre of bloody clashes between
governnment forces and fornmer President Sassou's nilitianen, supported by
nercenari es.
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It should be recalled that since August 1992, when he was defeated in the
first denocratic presidential election by universal suffrage, M. Sassou has
been seeking to destabilize the country and possibly derail the denocratic
process.

During the two years that Sassou was away fromthe country followi ng the
bl oody 1993-1994 conflict, all the denbcratic forces and political parties of
the Congo had striven ceasel essly to heal the wounds of the nation and to
rei nforce peace and denocracy in the country.

The Congo has been making sl ow but steady recovery of its credit worthiness
with the international financial institutions and its credibility with its other
partners.

In spite of the steps taken by the Governnent to ensure his safe return to
the country, M. Sassou has constantly been organizing a revolt ained at
destabilizing the denocratically elected institutions, as evidenced by his
turning a sinple police operation intended to carry out a court order into an
armed insurrection.

Knowi ng very well that he stands no chance of returning to power through
denocratic neans, the former dictator has just fomented a plot that involves
taki ng advantage of the crisis in the former Zaire to snuggle in |arge
quantities of weapons and bring a |large nunber of militiamen to Brazzaville;
nobi | i zi ng the peopl e agai nst French interests; provoking the Angol an troops
based i n Cabi nda and seizing information centres and tel ecomuni cation
facilities.

The coup d' état was designed to be conpleted within a short period of tine.
In that he failed. The fornmer dictator considered, therefore, that he had no
ot her way of comi ng back to power than through arned insurrection. M. Sassou
has thus revealed his true colours. He does not care in the |east about the
suffering of the Congol ese people and the foreigners anong them provided he
achi eves his objective. Sassou remains the sane person, unrepentant, who
assassinated former President Marien N Gouabi, Cardinal Emile Biayenda, forner
Presi dent Massanba Debat and his colleague Pierre Anga. His tenure as President
was marked by countless arbitrary arrests and sunmary executions. He becane an
acconplice of the terrorists who planted the bonb that brought down the UTA
flight over the Ténéré desert. He was also the instigator of the deadly clashes
of 1993-1994 in Brazzaville.

The Governnent of the Congo is making every effort to restore | aw and order
and peace, preserve denpocracy and honour its international conmm tnents.

The Governnent of the Congo calls upon the world conmunity to support it in
its endeavour to preserve its denocratic institutions.



