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Letter dated 6 June 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
the Republic of the Congo to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-CGenera

In the context of the general debate on agenda item 72 (b), | have the
honour to request you to circulate as a docunent of the General Assenbly and the
Security Council the statement made by the Governnent of the Republic of the
Congo follow ng the political changes that have taken place in the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo (fornerly Zaire) (see annex).

(Signed) Daniel ABIBI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

* A/ 52/50.
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ANNEX

Statenent nmade on 21 May 1997 by the Governnent
of the Republic of the Congo

The rel ati ons between the Republic of the Congo and the Denocratic Republic
of the Congo are |ong-standing, fraternal and nultifaceted relations. It is in
the context of these relations that the Governnent of the Republic of the Congo
has made efforts on the bilateral and nmultilateral |evels to seek a peacefu
solution to the crisis the Denocratic Republic of the Congo has experienced.

The President of the Republic, Professor Pascal Lissouba, has nade a
personal commitnent to these efforts, constantly reaffirmng his conplete
conviction that peace and security in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo rest
on protecting and strengtheni ng denocracy, as well as on participatory systens
of governance.

Today, the Governnment of the Republic of the Congo wel comes the efforts
nmade by the fraternal people of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo and its new
authorities to avoid a social and political climte of revenge.

The Republic of the Congo, which holds the chairmanship of the Standing
Advi sory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa, solemly reaffirns,
on the basis of the Brazzaville Declaration of 6 Decenber 1996 by the Sunmt of
Heads of State and Government, that the establishnent of peace and fraterna
coexi stence anong the peopl es of our subregion is a guarantee of denocracy and
of devel opnent.

Accordi ngly, the Governnment of the Republic of the Congo takes note of the
accession to power of the new political authorities of the Denbcratic Republic
of the Congo, and expresses its full readiness to support their efforts at
reconstruction in denocracy.

The Governnent of the Republic of the Congo appeals to the internationa
comunity to enable it to cope with the massive influx of refugees into its
territory and thus create conditions for their return to their countries of
origin.

Lastly, the Government of the Republic of the Congo reasserts its

determ nation to maintain the blood ties and links of fraternity that unite the
peopl es of the Republic of the Congo and the Denocratic Republic of the Congo.



