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LETTER DATED 4 JUNE 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
CUBA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE CHAI RMAN OF THE
COW TTEE ON RELATIONS WTH THE HOST COUNTRY

| have the honour to address you in order to request your good offices for
the purpose of the circulation, as official docunents of the Conmittee on
Rel ati ons with the Host Country, of the attached notes verbales 376 and 377
sent by the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations to the United States
M ssion to the United Nations on 4 June 1997.

The above-nmentioned notes verbal es address the issue of the restriction of
novenent inposed by the host country on certain permanent m ssions accredited to
the United Nations, including the Permanent M ssion of Cuba.

Li kewi se, | amrequesting you to include these two notes in the agenda of

the next neeting of the Commttee so that they nay be discussed and consi dered
by this subsidiary organ of the General Assenbly.

(Signed) Bruno RODRI GUEZ PARRI LLA

97- 15425 (E) 110697 l...
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ANNEX |

Not e verbale (No. 377) dated 4 June 1997 fromthe Permanent
M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the
United States Mssion to the United Nations

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations
presents its conpliments to the United States Mssion to the United Nations and
wi shes to refer to the issue of the travel Iimtations and restrictions inposed
by the authorities of the host country upon sonme pernmanent m ssions accredited
to the United Nations, including the Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba
to the United Nations.

This issue has been the object of successive resolutions adopted by
consensus by the General Assenbly, upon the recomendati on of the Sixth
Committee, under the itemrelated to the report of the Commttee on Relations
with the Host Country, and in particular in resolution 51/163, adopted on
16 Decenber 1996. In that resolution the General Assenbly urged the host
country to lift the travel limtations and restrictions inposed and still in
force agai nst sone permanent mssions accredited to the United Nations and
agai nst sone officials of the Secretariat of the O ganization

In a total breach of the regulations contained in those resolutions and of
the willingness expressed in themby the Menbers of the O ganization, the host
country continues to inpose and to intensify the travel limtations and
restrictions already inposed, in an arbitrary manner and based on politica
notivations, against the personnel of the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the
Uni ted Nations.

From 1996 up to the present date, the authorities of the host country have
increased its policy of denying the requests for travel authorization subnmtted
by the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations. During this period of
tinme, 19 requests for travel authorization have been deni ed: being those |inked
with United Nations events; trips to Cuba through one of the four ports of entry
and departure inposed by the North American authorities upon the cuban
personnel ; for personal invitations sent to Cuban officials; and for officia
working invitations sent by the Cuban Interests Section in Washington, D.C. to
Cuban officials.

On 21 April 1997, the United States Mssion to the United Nations denied a
request for travel authorization subnmitted by the Pernmanent M ssion of Cuba, so
that H E. M. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Permanent Representative of Cuba to the
United Nations, could travel to Washington, D.C., at the personal invitation of
the Head of the Cuban Interests Section in Washington, D.C., for internal work.

The United States Mssion to the United Nations al so denied a request for
travel authorization submtted by the Permanent M ssion of Cuba on 25 April 1997
so that M. Eddy Machado Al varez, Third Secretary of the Permanent M ssion of
Cuba, could participate in a neeting of the Council of the d obal Environnment
Facility (GEF), to be held in Washington, D.C. from30 April to 1 May 1997
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This denial was all the nore serious in that it coincided with the denial
of a request for visa submtted via note verbale No. 376 fromthe Permanent
M ssion of Cuba to the United States Mssion to the United Nations (see
annex |1).

The United States M ssion also denied a request for travel authorization
subm tted by the Permanent M ssion of Cuba on 22 April 1997, which was for the
wi ves of two Cuban diplomatic officials to travel to Cuba using as port of
departure the airport of Mam, Florida.

The Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations considers that the
argunments given by the United States Mssion in defence of the denials of the
travel authorization requests subnmitted by the Permanent M ssion of Cuba, in
which, as is the normal procedure of the North Anmerican authorities and the
United States M ssion, no explanation whatsoever was given, are in contradiction
with the letter and the spirit of the Host Country Agreenment signed by the
United Nations and the host country, ignore the regulations of the internationa
I egal instrunents on diplomatic privileges and i munities to which the
Governnent of the United States is a party, go agai nst the atnosphere of the
pronotion and respect of diplomatic privileges and i munities which the
authorities of the host country should facilitate and pronote, and interfere
with the normal functioning of the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United
Nat i ons.

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations rejects
once again the unjustifiable and arbitrary attitude taken by the authorities of
the host country and by the United States M ssion regarding the trave
aut hori zation requests submitted during recent nonths by the Cuban diplonmatic
m ssion, and in particular towards the requests nentioned explicitly in the
present note verbale.

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations
denounces the | ack of observance by the Government of the United States of the
reconmendati ons and deci sions of the General Assenbly, sole universal body of
the multilateral Organization for which the Governnent of the United States
agreed to becone the seat, to pronpte its objectives and principles and to
respect the internationally recognized diplomatic privileges and i mmunities of
the representatives of its Menber States.

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations request
the authorities of the host country to take the necessary and sufficient
neasures to pronote the inplementation of the obligations and internationa
arrangenents contracted to by its Governnent and to provide a congruent, serious
and credible reply to the reiterated and substantive denunci ati ons subm tted by
t he Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations, in the
framework of the Sixth Commttee of the General Assenbly, as well as in the
Committee on Relations with the Host Country, on the issue of the trave
limtations and restrictions that are still inposed, in an arbitrary and
politically notivated manner, on Cuban of ficials.
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ANNEX 11

Not e verbale (No. 376) dated 4 June 1997 fromthe Permanent
M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the
United States Mssion to the United Nations

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations
presents its conpliments to the United States Mssion to the United Nations and
wi shes to enclose a copy of the letter sent by H E M. Bruno Rodriguez
Parrilla, Anmbassador Extraordinary and Pl eni potentiary, Permanent Representative
of Cuba to the United Nations, to M. Mhamed T. El-Ashry, Chief Executive
O ficer and Chairnman of the d obal Environment Facility (GEF), on 29 April 1997
(see appendi x) .

Through that letter, the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United Nations
informed the Council of CEF of the denunciation of the Governnent of the
Republic of Cuba of the denial of the United States State Department to grant an
entry visa to M. Hunberto Arango, Director of International Collaboration of
the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent of the Republic of Cuba and
Alternate Representative of the Caribbean Constituency to the GEF Council, to
participate in the neeting of the GEF Council to be held in Washington, D.C. on
30 May 1997.

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Cuba to the United Nations
reiterates the denunciation of the Government of the Republic of Cuba of these
ki nds of discrimnatory and unacceptabl e actions by the Governnment of the United
States, ainmed at hindering the participation of Cuba in international events,
among themthose promoted within the framework of CEF.
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APPENDI X

Letter dated 29 April 1997 fromthe Pernmnent Representative of
Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the Chief Executive
Oficer and Chairman of the d obal Environnent Facility

Wth respect to the neeting of the Council of the d obal Environnent
Facility (GEF), to be held in Washington, D.C. fromtonorrow, 30 April to 1 My,
| hereby informyou with deep regret that the designated representative of Cuba
as the Alternate Representative of the Caribbean Constituency at the
af orementi oned neeting will not be able to attend the neeting owing to the fact
that the State Departnment decided to deny himthe visa.

At the same time, authorization to travel beyond the restriction of
25 mles, to which the nenbers of the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to the United
Nations are subject, was also denied to a diplomat from our Pernmanent M ssion
who was designated to attend that meeting as well. In this respect, | wish to
call your attention to the fact that similar actions have been taken in the past
with the aimof inpeding the participation in the Council's neetings of Cuban
di pl omats accredited to the United Nations.

As you may recall, even before the establishment of the current instrunent
of the Facility, Cuba was very interested and actively engaged in the GEF
negoti ations and activities and for the past three years has been acting as the
Alternate Representative for the Cari bbean Constituency at the GEF Counci l

The Governnent of Cuba strongly deplores these kinds of actions and is of
the view that continuous attenpts by the Governnent of the United States to
i npede or obstruct the participation of Cuba in the neetings of the CGEF Counci
not only underm ne the universal character of GEF, but are al so a serious
obstacle to the functioning and coordi nati on of the Caribbean Constituency in
the Council, and consequently m ght also be seen as an obstruction of the
Counci | ' s work.

Mor eover, this unacceptable and discrimnatory treatnent contradicts the
spirit of collaboration and partnership in the pronotion of sustainable
devel opnent which is at the very centre of GEF operations.

Whi l e conveying to you these facts, | request your inmedi ate support for
the participation of the Cuban Alternate in the neeting of the Council that wll
start tonmorrow, as well as for the participation of the Cuban dipl omat
accredited to the United Nations. It is our hope that actions of this kind can
be prevented in the future in order to facilitate the functioning of the
Counci | .

(Signed) Bruno RODRI GUEZ PARRILLA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



