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Chapter ...

Chai rman’s summary of the general discussion

1. The Comm ssion evaluated positively the note of the secretariat on the
i npl enentation of decisions of its second session. In the course of the
di scussion, additional information was provided on the issue of inplenmentation
of the Commssion’s decisions by sone nenbers of the Commission and
representatives of secretariats of sone bodies of the United Nations system
particularly in such areas as coalition of resources, poverty alleviation, rural
i ndustrialization, strengthening of research and developnent systenms and
t echnol ogi cal capabilities in devel oping countries, integrated |and managenent,

transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es and devel opnent of energy systens.
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The opinion was expressed by one del egation that the abolition of the Senior
Advi sers on Sci ence and Technol ogy of the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe created
an additional responsibility for the Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent . The Conm ssion considered it wuseful to continue nonitoring

devel opnents in the area of science and technol ogy.

Scientific and technol ogi cal aspects of

sust ai nabl e energy systens

2. The Comm ssion considered the secretariat’s note on this topic
(E/CN. 16/ 1997/ 3), which had been prepared at the request of the Conm ssion at
its second session. The topic was al so di scussed under agenda item 8 on future
work. During the substantive discussion of the secretariat’s note under item 4,
a nunber of general as well as nore specific comments were made. | n considering
energy as a substantive topic, it was vital to take into account a number of
pertinent issues such as the uneven distribution of fuel and energy resources,
the interactive managenent of energy, energy savings, the problens relating to
bi omass sources from contami nated forests and the need for a total energy system

and the special needs of snall island countries.

3. More generally, it was noted that energy was an inportant issue that could
not be ignored by the Conm ssion. However, efforts should be nade to ensure that
duplication was avoided within the United Nations system The need for
coordi nati on of energy-related activities undertaken by United Nations bodies

and organi zations was vital

The budget and inter-sessional activities

of the Conmi ssion

4, The Commi ssi on expressed appreciation for the contributions of the Bureau,
experts and the secretariat to the intersessional work of the Comm ssion. |t
al so expressed its appreciation to Governnents and organizations which had
contributed financial resources to support the Conmission's style of work

i nvol ving the setting-up of panels and working groups to deal with specific

i ssues identified for further consideration
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5. Sone nenbers stressed that a provisional work programe and budget shoul d
be circulated to nenbers of the Conmm ssion at the beginning of the new inter-
sessional period and that, for the purposes of transparency, the secretariat
shoul d continue to provide progress reports on both the work progranme and its
financial aspects at six-nmonth intervals. The provisional agenda for the fourth
session of the Comm ssion should also reflect the nenbers’ w sh that an item

dealing with the budget be incl uded.

6. Menmbers of the Comm ssion al so enphasized the need to nmake use of the

conpetences avail able within the secretariat, whenever possible.



