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Chapter ...

Chairman’s Summary of the discussion

1. The Working G oup on Information and Communication Technol ogies for
Devel oprent, in its report and reconmendati ons, had focused on the problens of
access to and the inpacts of these technologies in developing countries and
countries in transition. The work of the Wrking Goup had led to the
preparation, in addition to its report, of two background docunents. The first
dealt with scenarios for the developnent and inpact of |CTs on devel oping
countries and countries in transition, and the second was an extensive and in-
depth anal ysis of the role of information and conmuni cation technol ogies (ICTs)
in building innovative know edge societies; the latter report could serve as a
source book for, anpbng others, the national task forces which were recomended
by the Working G oup.

GE. 97-50910



E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ L. 1/ Add. 1
page 2

2. Havi ng considered the argunments and evidence on the pattern of diffusion
of ICTs and their inpacts on countries, the Wrking Goup had arrived at three
basi ¢ worki ng assunpti ons which underlined its reconmendations to the Conm ssi on.
They were that: (1) the potential of ICTs far exceeded their inpacts so far,
and although, in the short run, the cost of joining the global information
infrastructure (A1) mght be high, in the long run the cost of not joining was
likely to be even higher. There was therefore no alternative for devel oping
countries but to gain access to these technologies and join the energing Gl;
(2) there was a need for the active involvenent of the private sector in the
diffusion of ICTs in devel oping countries and countries in transition, although
in countries where the private sector was still at its early stage of
devel opnent, public/private sector partnerships mght be necessary to pronpt
access to and effective application of ICTs; and (3) devel oping countries and
countries in transition were at very different starting positions in devel opi ng

their respective national information infrastructures (N1).

3. The Worki ng Group had proposed four key reconmendati ons and gui delines for
devel opi ng countries and countries in transition with regard to devel opi ng and
strengthening their national |ICT strategies. These were that: (1) each
devel opi ng country and country in transition should establish a national ICT
strategy, and where such strategies already existed, they should be reviewed to
ensure that they took note of the guidelines proposed by the Wrking G oup;
(2) action should be taken by national Governments to establish a task force or
comm ssion or to ensure that an existing entity was charged with establishing
the guidelines for their national ICT strategies; (3) each body of the
United Nations system should review the financing, production and use of |ICTs
for social and econonmic developnent in its area of responsibility; and
(4) UNCTAD shoul d prepare a study for the next session of the Commi ssion on the
i nplications of new fornms of revenue generation, focusing especially on those

i nvol ving I CTs which m ght support social and econonm c devel opment objectives.

4, It was stressed by some nenbers that, while the reconmendati ons and
gui del i nes were pertinent, they | acked the focus and specificity necessary for
effective inplementation. Sonme devel oping countries, in particular the |east
devel oped countries, mght [ack the resources, both financial and technical, to
i npl enent effectively the guidelines and reconmendations proposed without

concerted support fromthe international comunity. The financing aspects of
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entry into the G 1 by devel oping countries and countries in transition should
be given serious consideration. In responding to this conment, one menber
reported that the Commission was preparing three studies on coalition of
resources with a focus on ICTs, specifically the financing of the applications
of ICTs in three areas, nanely transm ssion infrastructure, education and heal t h.

The reports would be finalized and distributed in due course.

5. Several nenbers enphasized the need to consider carefully the w der
di ssem nation of the work of the Wbrking Group and the Commi ssion as a whol e.
One possible channel for dissemnating the findings, conclusions and
recommendati ons of the Working G oup was via the Internet website. However

since access to the Internet was Iimted in nost devel oping counties, other nore

traditional nmethods of dissem nation should be pursued.

6. While the "wi ndow of opportunity” opened by the new ICIs was wdely
acknow edged, the challenges faced by developing countries and countries in
transition were nunerous, and coping with themwould require concerted efforts
at the national and international |evels. The Wrking Goup had concluded that,
to make the most of the opportunities offered, countries needed to develop a
national ICT strategy and build local skills, a technological capability and an
organi zational and institutional capacity. This would require a technol ogy
assessment in each country in order to determine its starting position and ICT

needs.



