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A. Opening and duration of the session

1. The Comm ssion on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent held its third
session at CGeneva from12 to 16 May 1997. The Conmission held ..... meet i ngs
(1st to ..... ) and a nunber of informal mneetings.

2. In his introductory statenent, the Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD

outlined the maj or gl obal econom c and technol ogi cal changes that were
occurring and noted that, while some devel oping countries were able to reap
the benefits arising fromthose changes, others, especially the |east

devel oped countries, |acked the resource base and technol ogi cal capability
necessary to take advantage of the opportunities offered and ran the risk of
mar gi nal i zation or even total exclusion. UNCTAD I X had enphasi zed t he need
for nastery of technology in order to achi eve sustainabl e econom c progress.
Acqui ring technol ogi cal capability, especially in new technol ogi es such as

i nformati on and comruni cati on
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technol ogi es, was a sine qua non for effective integration into the

i nternational econom c system and for enhancing conpetitiveness. Wile
noting the timely decision of the second session of the Comm ssion to focus
on information technol ogi es, he enphazi sed the need to address the chal |l enges
that these technol ogi es posed for devel oping countries and countries in
transition. For the United Nations, the critical question was what coul d be
done to facilitate the access of these countries to the new information and
communi cati on technol ogi es and to make these technol ogies contribute to
devel opnent. Since the m d-1980s, UNCTAD had been pl ayi ng a consi derabl e
role in pronoting the diffusion and effective application of infornation

t echnol ogi es i n devel opi ng countries and had devel oped several progranmes to
ease sone of the constraints faced by devel opi ng countries and countries in
transition in taking advantage of these technologies. |1t had devel oped
software to i nprove debt nanagement, as well as to pronote trade efficiency
through the establishment of Trade Poi nts which provided up-to-date

i nformati on on gl obal narkets and enhanced the conpetitiveness of snall and
medi um si zed enterprises. Wien contenplating the key issues in science and
technology for the next mllennium it was essential to bear in mnd that

bri dgi ng the gap between those countries which had the capacity to generate
and utilize know edge and those which did not would remain a maj or chal |l enge

for Governments and the international community in the years to cone.

3. The Chairman of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for

Devel opment noted that science and technol ogy was a trenendous force for
progress, and devel opi ng countri es placed great hope in science and
technology as an ally in their struggle for devel opnent. To deal adequately
wi th science and technol ogy, a judicious mx of market and gover nment

i nvol venment was necessary. Referring to the work of the Conmm ssion, he
stressed that it should be a functional advisory board on sci ence and
technol ogy matters to United Nations organi zati ons and Governnents. This
obj ective was bei ng pursued, and the gap between the Conm ssion’s necessary
paper work and concrete action in favour of Dbeneficiaries was being bridged.
Ceneral guidelines worked out by the Conmmission could be instrunental in
wor ki ng out specific national strategies. During the period 1995-1997, the
Comm ssi on had undertaken many useful activities, including the work of the
Wrking Goup on Infornati on and Communi cati on Technol ogi es for Devel opnent

and the Advisory Board on Gender |ssues and the work carried out jointly with
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UNCTAD on sci ence, technol ogy and innovation policy (STIP) reviews, as well
as work on a comon vision for the future contribution of science and
t echnol ogy to devel oprent .
4. The success of this work owed a great deal to the personal invol vement

and active participation of many nmenbers of the Conmmission and to the
effective support of the secretariat, as well as to the financial support
recei ved fromthe regul ar budget and extrabudgetary sources. He expressed
the hope that, beyond the circles of United Nati ons organi zati ons and
Covernnents, NGOs, academ cs and the private sector would read the reports
and reconmendati ons of the Commission and help public institutions to
translate the advice of the Commssion into concrete actions. The Comm ssion
shoul d continue dealing primarily with generic or intersectoral issues and
maintain the high quality of its work. Finally, he paid tribute to the |ate
representative of Burundi to the Conmmission, M. S. Ruzenza, and to his

contribution to the work of the Conm ssion

B. Attendance

5. I n accordance with Econom c and Social Council resolution 46/235, the
Conmmi ssion is conposed of 53 States Menbers of the United Nations, el ected by
the Econom c and Social Council for a termof four years on the principle of

equi t abl e geographi cal distribution

6. The session was attended by _ States nenbers of the Conm ssion.
Qoservers of other States Menbers of the United Nations and of non-nmenber
States and representatives of specialized agencies and intergovernnental and
non-governmental organi zations al so attended. A list of participants is

given in annex __ to the present report.

[ TO BE COVPLETED]

C. Election of officers

7. The Commi ssion at its second session in 1995 had el ected, by

acclamation, the followi ng officers for its third session
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Chai rman : J. Ceorge Waardenburg (Net herl ands)
Vice-Chairnen : Arnol do K Ventura (Janai ca)
Hlal A Raza (Pakistan)

Mari na Ranga (Romani a)

5553

Messanvi Gheassor (Togo)

D. Agenda
8. At the 1st meeting of its third session, on 12 May 1997, the Commi ssion
adopted its provisional agenda for the session, as contained in docunent

E/ CN 16/ 1997/ 1 (see annex __ to the present report).

E. O.ggani zation of work

9. At the sane neeting, the Comm ssion al so approved the organi zation of
work for the session (see E/ CN 16/1997/Add. 1).

F. Docunentation

10. The docunents before the Commssion at its third session are listed in

annex to the present report.

[ TO BE COVPLETED]



