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QUESTI ON OF NEW CALEDONI A

Resol uti on adopted by the Special Conmittee at its
1470t h neeting, on 6 June 1997

The Special Conmmttee,

Havi ng consi dered the questi on of New Cal edoni a,

Reaffirm ng the right of peoples to self-determnation as enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations,

Recal | ing General Assenbly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960 and
1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960,

Noting the inportance of the positive nmeasures being pursued in New
Cal edonia by the French authorities, in cooperation with all sectors of the
popul ation, to pronote political, econom c and social devel opnment in the
Territory, including nmeasures in the area of environmental protection and action
with respect to drug abuse and trafficking, in order to provide a franmework for
its peaceful progress to self-determ nation

Noting also, in this context, the inportance of equitable econonc and
soci al devel opnent, as well as continued di al ogue anong the parties involved in
New Cal edonia in the preparation of the act of self-determnation of
New Cal edoni a,
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Wl comi ng the strengthening of the process of review of the Matignon
Accords?! through the increased frequency of coordinati on neetings,

Noting with satisfaction the intensification of contacts between New
Cal edoni a and nei ghbouring countries of the South Pacific region

1. Uges all the parties involved, in the interest of all the people of
New Cal edoni a and buil ding on the positive outcome of the md-termreview of the
Mati gnon Accords, to maintain their dialogue in a spirit of harnony;

2. Invites all the parties involved to continue pronoting a framework for
t he peaceful progress of the Territory towards an act of self-determ nation in
whi ch all options are open and whi ch woul d safeguard the rights of all New
Cal edoni ans according to the letter and the spirit of the Matignon Accords,
whi ch are based on the principle that it is for the popul ati ons of New Cal edoni a
to choose how to control their destiny;

3. Wl cones neasures that have been taken to strengthen and diversify the
New Cal edoni an econony in all fields, and encourages further such nmeasures in
accordance with the spirit of the Matignon Accords;

4. Al so wel conmes the inportance attached by the parties to the Mtignon
Accords to greater progress in housing, enploynment, training, education and
health care in New Cal edoni a;

5. Acknowl edges the contribution of the Melanesian Cultural Centre to the
protection of the indigenous culture of New Cal edoni a;

6. Notes the positive initiatives ainmed at protecting New Cal edoni a's
natural environment, notably the "Zonéco" operation designed to map and eval uate
mari ne resources within the econom c zone of New Cal edoni a;

7. Acknowl edges the close |inks between New Cal edoni a and the peopl es of
the South Pacific and the positive actions being taken by the French and
territorial authorities to facilitate the further devel opnent of those |inks,

i ncludi ng the devel opnent of closer relations with the countries nenbers of the
Sout h Pacific Forum

8. Wel cones, in particular, in this regard, continuing high-level visits
to New Cal edoni a by del egations fromcountries of the Pacific region and hi gh-
| evel visits by del egations from New Cal edonia to countries nenbers of the South
Paci fic Forum

9. Deci des, subject to any directives which the General Assenbly may give

at its fifty-second session, to continue its consideration of the itemat its
next session.

! See A/ AC. 109/1000, paras. 9-14.



