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SUPPORT BY THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM OF THE EFFORTS OF
GOVERNMVENTS TO PROMOTE AND CONSOLI DATE NEW OR RESTORED
DEMOCRACI ES

Letter dated 2 June 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent on the referendum
in Slovakia issued on 30 May 1997 by the Presidency of the European Union (see
annex) .

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under item 38 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations

* A/ 52/ 50.
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ANNEX

[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent i ssued on 30 May 1997 by the Presidency of the
Eur opean Uni on on the Sl ovak referendum

The European Uni on wi shes to express its concern regarding the events
acconpanyi ng the hol ding of a referendum on both nenbership in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and direct presidential elections in Slovakia on 23
and 24 May 1997.

The European Uni on has noted the ruling of the Constitutional Court on the
conpatibility of the referendumon direct presidential elections with the Sl ovak
Constitution and regrets the lack of proper followup by the responsible Slovak
authorities. The European Union has al so noted the conclusions of the Centra
Ref erendum Commi ttee declaring that the referendum has not been carried out
according to the law and has taken note of the resignation of the Mnister for
Foreign Affairs, M. Pavol Hanzik.

The European Union continues to take a close interest in events in Slovakia
as a country which has a Europe Agreenent, including a perspective of accession
and cal Il s upon the Governnent of Slovakia to respect the rule of |aw and the
princi ples necessary for strengthening a denocratic society.



