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Letter dated 29 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Russian Federation to the United Nati ons addressed
to the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to transmt herewith the text of the congratul atory
message fromthe President of the Russian Federation B. N. Yeltsin to the Heads
of State and Covernment and the peoples of Africa on the occasion of Africa Day,
the 34th anniversary of the founding on 25 May 1963 of the Organization of
African Unity (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated

as a docunent of the General Assenbly under itenms 42, 81, 88 and 99 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) S. LAVROV

* A 52/ 50.
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ANNEX

Congratul atory nessage sent on 25 May 1997 by the President of
the Russian Federation to the Heads of State and Government and
the peoples of the African countries

On the occasion of Africa Day, which synbolizes the start of Africa's
journey along the path of free and i ndependent devel oprment, | extend my sincere
and cordial congratulations to the Heads of State and Governnent and the peoples
of the African countries.

The increasing participation of African States in world affairs and their
positive contribution to strengthening international and regional security are
wel coned in the Russian Federation, which has | ong-standing traditions of good
rel ati ons and cooperation with Africa.

We follow the varied activities of the Oganization of African Unity, which
i ncarnates the collective wisdomof the African commnity, with constant
interest and attention. W support its efforts to coordinate the activities of
the countries of the continent with a view to ensuring sustainabl e devel opnent
and broader mobilization of their potential and resources. W are satisfied to
note the positive trends in the sphere of political and econom ¢ transformations
and the establishnment of integration nmechanisns.

In the Russian Federation we are deeply noved by the pain and the suffering
inflicted on African peoples by the remaining flashpoints in the continent. W
consequently advocate an early peaceful settlenment of the conflicts and are
firmy commtted to continuing our active role in international peacenaking
efforts with a viewto elimnating sources of tension in Africa. W welcone the
steps to consolidate peace and security and to create effective instrunents for
responding to crises in the region

The devel opment of relations with African States is an inportant conponent
of the Russian Federation's foreign policy. W believe that our feelings of
friendship and mutual synpathy, which have stood the test of tine, constitute a
good basis for consolidating political dialogue in a new context through joint
efforts, and for promoting diverse and nutually beneficial relations in the
interests of our countries and peoples, and for the sake of peace and
i nternational cooperation

I wish the friendly peoples of Africa happi ness, prosperity, well-being and
success in addressing the considerable tasks which they face on the threshold of
the twenty-first century.

(Signed) Boris YELTSIN



