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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Arabic, Chinese,
Engl i sh, French,
Spani sh]
Report of the Director-Ceneral of the Food and
Aagriculture Organi zation of the United Nations
on the outcone of the Wrld Food Summit, held
in Rome froml13 to 17 Novenber 1996
1. In Resolution 51/171 on Food and Sustai nabl e Agricul tural Devel oprent,

adopted on 16 Decenber 1996, the General Assenbly wel coned the outcone of the
World Food Sunmit, held in Rone from13 to 17 Novenber 1996, urged all nenbers
of the international community to cooperate actively in the inplenentation of
the Plan of Action adopted at the Summit, and reiterated its invitation to the
Director-Ceneral of FAOto submt to the General Assenbly, at its fifty-second
session, through the Economic and Social Council, "a report on the outcone of
the World Food Sunmit, including actions to be taken to follow up the outcone of
the Sunmt at all appropriate |evels."

2. The Director-Ceneral of FAO is honoured to subnmit the present report in
response to the Assenbly's invitation, and takes the opportunity to express his
gratitude to the General Assenbly for its support to the preparations for and
out cone of the Wirld Food Sunmit.

Backgr ound

3. The World Food Sunmit was convened in Rome from 13 to 17 Novenber at the

| evel of Heads of State and Governnent. The objective of the Summit was to renew
gl obal commitnment at the highest political level to the task of elimnating
hunger and mal nutrition and to the achi evenent of sustainable food security for
all people.

4. FAO called the Summit in response to w despread undernutrition and grow ng
concern about the capacity of agriculture to neet future food needs. At the
27t h Session of the FAO Conference in Novermber 1993, Menber Nations expressed
"deep concern" at the present situation and the future prospects, and stressed
that "the world's najor problens in food, nutrition and sustainability require
i mmedi ate action at national and international |evels".

5. After consultations with a |arge nunber of Heads of State and Governnent
fromall regions of the world, the FAO Director-General invited the FAO
Conference to consider convening a Wrld Food Sunmit in Rome in Novenber 1996
The proposal, which was approved by the Conference at its 28th Session in

Cct ober 1995, was subsequently endorsed unani nously by the United Nations
General Assenbly in Decenmber 1995. Throughout the period preceding the Sumit,
growi ng support for the Summt was expressed during discussions at the 106th,
107t h and 108t h Sessions of the FAO Council and at the FAO Regi onal Conferences
resol utions and recomendations in support of the Summt were al so adopted at
nurmer ous ot her intergovernnental meetings.
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Preparation of the Sunmmt Documents
6. Preparation for the Summt invol ved broad-based consultations anong

governnents, inter-governnmental and non-governmental organisations, and the
private sector.

7. Inits Resolution 95/2 adopted at its 28th Session, the FAO Conference
entrusted the role of focal point for Wrld Food Summit preparation to the
Committee on Wrld Food Security (CFS), which is open not only to nenbers of
FAO but also to all nenbers of the United Nations who have expressed interest
in participating in the work of the Conmittee. Through a special Inter-sessiona
Wirking Goup of the CFS, substantial progress was nmade in preparing a draft for
the Rone Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit Pl an of

Acti on.

8. Di scussions at the FAO Regi onal Conferences provided a nmgjor input into the
preparation of the Summt docunents. These included the 23rd FAO Regi ona
Conference for the Near East, Rabat, Myrocco, 26-30 March 1996; the 19th FAO
Regi onal Conference for Africa, Quagadougou, Burkina Faso, 16-20 April 1996; the
20t h FAO Regi onal Conference for Europe, Tel Aviv, Israel, 29 April-3 May 1996
the 23rd FAO Regi onal Conference for Asia and the Pacific, Apia, Sanpa,

14-18 May 1996; and the 24th FAO Regional Conference for Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean, Asunci 6n, Paraguay, 2-6 July 1996; as well as a Regional Consultation
for North America organi zed by the United States of America and Canada. Each
Regi onal Conference el aborated a contribution to the drafting of the Wrld Food
Summit docunents, on the basis of a docunent on the food security situation and
issues in the region, together with progress reports on the work of the

I nt er-Sessi onal Wirking Goup of the CFS

9. In addition to this statutory process, nunerous other fora contributed to
rai sing awareness and formul ati ng vi ewpoints and proposals to address the
Sumit's objectives, starting with the dobal Assenbly on Food Security, an

I nternati onal Synposi um organi sed by the Federal Governnment of Canada and the
Governnent of Quebec in October 1995 in Quebec and the Mnisterial Meting on
Wirld Food Security convened in Quebec on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary
of FAQO

10. Countries and organi sati ons were encouraged to use other neetings already
schedul ed to discuss specific aspects of food security. National position papers
on food security were elaborated by a | arge nunber of countries as part of their
own preparations for the Summt debate. NGOs and the private sector, in addition
to participating in national-level activities and in consultations organi sed by
FAO prior to each Regional Conference and the 22nd session of the Committee on
Wirld Food Security, also held their own neetings to discuss the Summt. Severa
i nportant NGO Decl arations for the Wrld Food Sunmt were submitted to the
Summit Secretariat. Parallel to the Summit proper, an NGO Forum for the Wrld
Food Summit was held in Rone from 11l to 17 Novenber 1996.

11. Taking all inputs into account, the negotiation of the docunents was

conpl eted during the 22nd Session of the CFS neeting from 27 to 30 Septenber,
8-9 Cctober and 28-31 Cctober 1996. The texts for the Rone Declaration on Wrld
Food Security and Wrld Food Sunmit Plan of Action were thus approved two weeks

l...
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i n advance of the Summt for consideration by the Heads of State and Gover nnment
or their representatives. The Conmttee al so endorsed arrangenents for the
organi zation of work for the Wrld Food Sunmit and invited the Chairman of the
CFS to present to the Summit the texts of the Rone Declaration on Wrld Food
Security and World Food Summit Plan of Action for adoption

Techni cal Background Docunents

12. Fourteen technical background docunents plus a technical atlas formed the
anal ytical underpinning for the political decisions and actions approved at the
Summit. These were prepared by FAO secretariat staff, often in collaboration
with other UN agencies, and with other intergovernnental organisations, acadenic
institutions, NGOs and civil society at large. The docunents were distributed
in provisional form starting in early 1995, and coments were invited and
received through an extensive review process involving experts from governnments,
sister UN agenci es, devel opment banks, selected centres of excellence, NGOs, the
private sector, and em nent persons, anpng others. In their revised final form
t he background documents and the technical atlas were published by FAOin three
vol unes shortly before the Summt. The titles of the docunents are shown in the
Box.

Techni cal backaground docunents prepared for the
Wrld Food Summ t

1. Food, agriculture and food security: devel opnents since the Wrld Food
Conf erence and prospects

2. Success stories in food security

3. Soci o-political and econom ¢ environnent for food security

4. Food requirenments and popul ati on growth

5. Food security and nutrition

6. Lessons fromthe green revolution: towards a new green revol ution

7. Food production: the critical role of water

8. Food for consuners: nmarketing, processing and distribution

9. Rol e of research in global food security and agricul tural devel opnent

10. Investnent in agriculture: evolution and prospects

11. Food production and environmental inpact

12. Food and international trade

13. Food security and food assistance

14. Assessnent of feasible progress in food security

15. Technical atlas
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I nvol verent of UN System Organi zations in the Wrld Food Summit

13. United Nations General Assenbly Resolution 50/109 of 20 Decenber 1995

wel coned t he decision of the FAO Conference to convene the Wrld Food Summit
and, inter alia, invited all relevant United Nations and ot her

i nter-governnmental organi zations to cooperate actively with FAOin preparing for
the Sunmit.

14. Many organi zations of the United Nations systemparticipated in the

devel opnent, refinement and negotiation of the draft Rome Declaration on Wrld
Food Security and Wrld Food Sunmt Plan of Action. Involvenent occurred either
t hrough the nmeetings of the Conmttee on Wrld Food Security (CFS), its

I nter-sessional Wrking Goup, and the FAO Regi onal Conferences, or in the form
of substantive comments on the documentation subnmitted to the Summit

Secretariat. A nunber of organizations were particularly active, including

| FAD, UNI CEF, UNEP, UNESCO, UNFPA, WP, WHO, WMD and WIO. It will be recalled
that the preparatory process was crafted in such a way as to be flexible,
efficient and cost-effective. Enphasis was placed on keeping financial costs to
a mnimum and avoi ding recourse to the creation of new negotiating mechani snms by
maki ng use of existing mechani sms, nanely FAO Governing Bodies, their subsidiary
bodi es and ot her schedul ed neeti ngs.

15. In addition, informal consultations among UN system organi zati ons were held
at FAO Headquarters in conjunction with sessions of the Inter-sessional Wrking
Goup of CFS. A first session was held on 5 June 1996, a second on 1 August,
and a third on 23 Septenber. These consultations, attended by | AEA, | FAD, UNDP
UNEP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UN CEF, WP, WHO, WMO and WO, discussed ways in which UN
system organi zati ons coul d make a neani ngful inpact on the Sumit's outcone, and
contribute to the Summt follow up

16. UN systeminvol venent al so took the form of financial support, with the
Wirld Bank providing funds for preparatory activities and UNDP for
national -1 evel preparation and followup in the Africa region. UN Resident
Coordi nators assisted in the coordination of national-Ilevel preparations,
information activities and resource nobilization at national |evel.

17. Many UN system organi zati ons and bodi es undertook additional Summt-rel ated
activities, or issued statenents of support, including the Joint Consultative

G oup on Policy (JCGP), the ACC Subconmittee on Nutrition and the ACC
Subcommittee on Rural Devel opnent. UNFPA and FAO held an Expert Group neeting
on Food Production and Population Gowmh in Rome to exanmi ne issues raised in the
t echni cal paper on population factors in food security.

18. The UN Non-governnental Liaison Service (UNNGLS) assisted in comrunicating
news about the Summit and its preparatory process to NGOs, through feature
stories and bulletins in its periodical, Go-Between.

19. At the Summt, twenty UN system organi zations took the floor. The UN
Secretary- General spoke at the Inaugural Cerenony, and in the follow ng two days
addresses were delivered by 11 Executive Heads, 4 Deputy Executive Heads and 4
senior officials of organizations participating in the ACC
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Qut cone of the Summ t

20. One hundred eighty-five countries and the European Comunity were
accredited to the Summt. Heads of delegations included 41 Heads of State, 15
Vice Presidents, 41 Prime Mnisters, 15 Vice Prime Mnisters, and 74 other Heads
of del egations. Some 450 Non- Governnental Organisations (NGOs), and 80 United
Nations System (UN) and Inter-Governnental Organisations (1G03s) were

represent ed

21. The docunents (the Rone Declaration on Wrld Food Security and Wrld Food
Summit Plan of Action) were adopted by the 186 Heads of del egations attending
the Sunmt at the opening of its proceedings, follow ng the Inaugural Cerenony.
Fifteen countries filed "reservations or interpretative statenents" on specific
aspects of the Ronme Decl aration and Plan of Action

22. The Wrld Food Summt was very successful in increasing public awareness of
the extent of hunger and mal nutrition world-w de, and of the causes and
prospects. Mst inmportantly, it resulted in strong political commitnent
necessary to pronote effective strategies and activities to reach its targets of
reduci ng the nunber of undernourished people to half their present |level no

| ater than 2015 and eventual |y achieving food security for all and eradicating
hunger in all countries.

Fol l ow-up to the Wrld Food Sunmit

23. The Rome Decl aration sets forth seven commitnments which lay the basis for
achi evi ng sustainable food security for all and the Plan of Action spells out
the objectives and actions relevant for practical inplenentation of these seven
conmi t nent s.

24. The Declaration and Plan of Action will be nmade available to the Assenbly
and the Council for their infornation

25. Commtnent Seven of the Plan of Action stresses that the nain focus of
action lies at the country |evel, where governments have the prinary
responsibility for creating an econonmi ¢ and political environnent that assures
the food security of their citizens, involving for this purpose all elenents of
civil society (para. 56 of the Plan of Action (PoA)). The inportance of strong
international cooperation in the effective inplenentation of the Wrld Food
Summit Plan of Action is also underlined. It is enphasized that this wll
require effective coordination and cooperation within the UN system including
the Bretton Wods institutions, taking into account the mandate of FAO and ot her
rel evant organizations (para. 57 of the PoA). The priority accorded to

stimul ating and supporting action at the country level is one of the fundanental
principles underlying the arrangenents for inter-agency cooperation in follow up
to the Wrld Food Summit.
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- I nter-agency cooperation on the inplenentation of the Wrld Food Summit
Pl an of Action

26. Conmitnment Seven assigns to the ACC a significant role in the Sumit
followup as specified in the following reference (para. 59(h) of the PoA) that
gover nnent s:

“"Invite the ACC through its Chairman, the Secretary-General of the UN
to ensure appropriate inter-agency coordination in accordance with UNGA
Resol ution 50/ 227 and, when considering the Chair of any ACC nechanisns for
inter-agency followup to the Wrld Food Sutmmit, to recognize, in the
spirit of ECOSOC Resol ution 1996/36, the major role of FAOin the field of
food security, within its nandate."

27. Relevant UN system organi zations are encouraged to initiate consultations,
inter alia, within the framework of the ACC, on the further el aboration and
definition of a food insecurity and vulnerability information and mappi ng
system FAO is expected to play a catalytic role in this effort, the results of
whi ch shoul d be reported to ECOSCC t hrough the ACC (para. 59(b) of the PoA).

28. The Secretary-Ceneral is also invited to request the ACCto report to
ECOSCC i n accordance with established procedures on the foll ow up by UN agencies
to the Wrld Food Summit (para. 60(d) of the PoA).

29. After the Summt, a proposal for inter-agency coordinati on of Summit

foll owup was nade to ACC by FAO and | FAD with a view to ensuring maxi mum
cost-ef fectiveness, country-level focus, flexibility and efficiency, avoiding
institutional additionality at a time of shrinking budgets within and outside
the UN system respecting the FAO Conference and General Assenbly resol utions
whi ch noted that the Sunmmit should not call for new fundi ng nmechani sns nor new
institutions, and adhering to the principles which had guided the streamnining
of the ACC subsidiary machi nery.

30. It should be stressed that fromthe conceptual to the operational stages of
this exercise, the two organi zations intend to have the cl osest cooperation with
WFP and ot her concerned partners.

31. It is foreseen that consultation would be carried out through the
establishment, within the Resident Coordinator system of thematic group(s) with
participation of national governnent and its external and internal partners,

i ncluding NGOs, to support national action. This is inline with the spirit of
General Assenbly resolution 50/120 which "requested the Secretary-CGeneral to
nake the Resident Coordinator systemnore participatory in its functioning at
the field level by, inter alia, making greater use of thematic groups and
adopting a nore consul tative approach” (para. 36 of resolution 50/120).
Furthernore, this nechanismwould facilitate enhanced inter-agency coordi nation
at the field level as inplied in para. 4 of General Assenbly resolution 51/171

32. The objective at the field level is to build "ground-up"” and not
"headquart ers-down" nechani sns which would (i) facilitate or catalyze a
participatory process for the setting of priorities and desi gning of programmes
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and projects, and (ii) use effectively the conplenentarity of resources
avai l abl e to national agencies and UN system organi zati ons.

33. The sharing of country-level experiences and the provision of headquarters
backst oppi ng support to the field |l evel groups would derive from networking
arrangenents anong rel evant organi zati ons, with FAO assum ng responsibility for
operation of the network. Extensive use of electronic communication, with
periodic on-line posting of progress reports, is expected to reduce the need for
formal meetings to a mnimum This flexible mechanismwould al so permt

i nvol venment of non-UN partners, in order to tap the broadest possible know edge
pool, without the institutional constraints inposed by formal inter-agency
structures.

34. |IFAD, as the fornmer chair of the Panel on Mnitoring and Eval uation of the
ACC Subconmi ttee on Rural Devel opnent, would be the task manager inter alia for
sel ective analysis and di ssem nation of country | evel experiences including best
practi ces.

35. Full reporting to ACC through its subsidiary bodies, nanely the

Consul tative Conmittee on Programmes and Operational Questions (CCPOQ or the
I nter-Agency Comm ttee for Sustainable Devel opment (1 ACSD), as appropriate, is
foreseen in order to place the mechanismw thin the broader context of

i nter-agency coordination carried out by the ACC and its subsidiary nmachinery.
This would help to ensure conplenentarity with other inter-agency initiatives
and would also facilitate ACC reporting to ECOSCOC

36. At its First Regular Session of 1997, the ACC "endorsed the arrangenments
proposed for inter-agency followup to the Wrld Food Summt...... , whi ch woul d
focus especially on country-level action and coordi nated headquarters support
for that action." The ACC report further clarifies that:

"Under these arrangenments thematic groups covering food security and

rel ated i ssues woul d be constituted at country level, within the resident
coordi nator system At headquarters |level, FAO would assune responsibility
for overall operation of a network of interested organizations, including
al so non-UN actors, to backstop these country-level groups and pronote
comon approaches; | FAD will nmanage a nmonitoring and eval uati on conponent
inter alia to collect, analyze and di ssem nate sel ected country
experiences. Reporting to ACC woul d occur, as appropriate, through CCPOQ
or through 1ACSD. Its outputs could also be nade avail abl e to ot her
mechani snms wit hin or outside the ACC machinery". (Report of the First
Regul ar Session of the ACC in 1997)

- I ntergovernnental nonitoring of inplenentation of the Plan of Action

37. Under (bjective 7.3 of Conmitnent Seven, the Summit called upon
governnents, in partnership with all actors of civil society, in coordination
with relevant institutions and, in conformty with ECOSOC Resol ution 1996/ 36 on
the followup to the major international UN conferences and summits as
appropriate, to establish, through the CFS, "a tinetable, procedures and
standardi sed reporting formats," ... for reporting "on national, sub-regional
and regional inplenentation of the Wirrld Food Sunmit Plan of Action"
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(sub-para. a); to report to the CFS "on national, sub-regional and regi ona

i npl enentation of the Wrld Food Summit Plan of Action..." (sub-para. c); and to
nmoni tor through the CFS "the national, sub-regional, regional and internationa

i mpl ementation of the World Food Sunmmit Plan of Action, using reports from

nati onal governnments, reports on UN agency follow up and inter-agency
coordination, and information fromother relevant institutions" (sub-para. e).
Governnents are al so expected to provide regular reports on inplenmentation of
the World Food Summit Plan of Action through the CFS via the FAO Council to
ECOSOC (sub-para. f).

38. At its Twenty-third Session, held in Rome from14 to 18 April 1997, the CFS
consi dered the question of Institutional Arrangenents for Monitoring and
Reporting on Inplementation of the Wrld Food Sutmmit Plan of Action, and was
informed of action already taken by FAO and its partners. These included, in
addition to the decision of the ACC as descri bed above, a report nmade to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights in March 1997 on the outcone of the Sunmmt with
particular reference to bjective 7.4 relating to the right to food, and a
report on the outcone of a technical consultation convened by FAO on the Food
Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping System (FIVIMB) with the
participation of nine UN organi zations, five national institutions and 15
experts from 11l countri es.

39. The followi ng extracts fromthe Committee's report on its discussions are
i ncluded here for the information of the Econom c and Social Council and the
General Assenbly:

"... The Conmittee recalled that the Wrld Food Summt had entrusted to it
the critical role of nonitoring the inplenentation of the Plan of Action
and progress in reaching the mninmumtarget of reducing the nunber of
under nouri shed people to half their present level no later than 2015. It
noted that an inportant task at this Session was to ensure that effective
arrangenents are nmade to enable it to fulfil that critical role.

The Conmittee reiterated that the primary responsibility in taking
actions to inplement the Plan rests with individual governments. A nunber
of del egates reported the steps taken by their governments to devel op
national action plans to followup on the Sumit commitnents ...

The Conm ttee al so underlined the inportance of concerted action at
sub-regi onal, regional and international levels to support national efforts
for the earliest possible achievenent of sustainable world food security.
In this connection, the Commttee appreciated the statements presented by
the World Bank, International Food Policy Research Institute, Internationa
Fund for Agricultural Devel opment, and the World Food Programe in the
context of the followup to the Wrld Food Sunmit, on their intentions with
respect to food-security related actions in the areas of rural devel opnent,
policy analysis, poverty alleviation and food assistance. The rel evance of
the Bank's new strategy for rural devel opnent, 'Rural Devel opment: From
Vision to Action' to the Sunmt objectives, and the new spirit of
partnershi p between FAO and the Bank were particularly wel coned.
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The Conmittee recalled that arrangenents for nmonitoring and reporting
on inplementation of the Sutmit's Plan of Action should be based on three
streans of reports - reports fromnational governnents, reports on UN
agency followup and inter-agency coordination, and reports from other
rel evant international institutions. |t further agreed that in addition to
arranging for the regular flow of reports fromthese three sources to the
CFS, arrangenments also had to be nmade for nonitoring inplenmentation at the
subregional and regional levels. It noted with appreciation that the FAO
Regi onal Conferences would have a standing itemon followup to the Summt.
It was stressed that all reports prepared by FAO for the CFS in connection
with nonitoring of World Food Summt foll ow up should be nade wi dely
avail abl e, including through Internet. It encouraged nmenbers and observers
to also make their reports avail abl e.

The Conmttee felt that the draft reporting fornmat should reflect the
structure of the Wrld Food Summt Plan of Action in its entirety, covering
the seven commitnments. A nunber of del egates pointed out that the aim
shoul d be to provide baseline information on actions being taken to
i mpl ement each of the seven commitnents. A nunber of del egates pointed out
that the focus of national reports should be on quality rather than on
quantity and that there should be a right balance in qualitative and
quantitative reporting. |t was enphasized that the information to be
provi ded shoul d include sone anal ysis on how national policies and actions
are geared towards, and effective in, achieving the food security objective
of reducing the nunber of undernourished. The Conmittee recomrended that
the reporting formshould be sinple and strai ghtforward, should build upon
existing information flows w thout duplication, and should allow a certain
degree of flexibility to reflect specific country food security situations
and circunst ances.

The Conm ttee agreed on a provisional reporting procedure to be used in
1997, based on the followi ng proposal presented to it by the Bureau:

- the three reporting streams as nentioned in Para. 17 of Doc
CFS:97/5 will report on actions taken towards achi eving the
speci fic objectives under each of the Seven Commitnents;

- the reporting should follow the structure of the Conm tnents and
oj ectives of the Plan of Action. Such reporting should cover
actions, the actors and, where available, results, including
quantitative assessnents, under each of the Objectives. Were
appropriate, this could al so be done agai nst individual Actions
of the Plan of Action;

- the streans of reports should reach the Secretariat by the end of
January 1998. They shoul d cover the period up to end 1997.

At its 1998 Session, the CFS will consider a standard reporting format
for successive periods. An open-ended working group of the CFS will be
held i medi ately before the 1998 Session to exam ne proposals for this
purpose, taking into account the experience of this first reporting cycle
as well as progress with FIVIMS. The Secretariat will also provide
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i nformati on on experiences with reporting nechanisns and formats in
followup to other conferences and conventions. The Bureau woul d work
closely with the Secretariat in taking these arrangenents forward.

As regards the tinetable for submi ssion of reports from 1998 and
beyond from each reporting stream sone del egates felt the deadline
shoul d be extended to February or March. Sone other del egates,
stressing on the one hand the cost and effort required, and on the
other, the time required for policies to have inpact and for observing
statistical trends, suggested that national reports should be

subm tted every two years. The Conmmittee decided to consider these
suggestions at its next session. (Report of the CFS, paras. 35

t hrough 41)

The Conmittee was informed of the outcome of the exam nation by ACC of
the followup to the Summt. It was also infornmed that ACC had
endorsed the arrangenments proposed by FAO and | FAD, conpri sing
thematic groups at country level within the framework of the Resident
Coordi nator system and an i nformal Headquarters and fi el d- based
network on rural devel opnent and food security, whereby flexible and
cost-effective inter-agency information sharing and coordi nati on woul d
take place. The Committee requested that the rel evant section of the
report of the ACC s first regular session of 1997 be made available to
the Council. ACC endorsenent of this arrangenment provided the basis
for the two organi zations to open consultations with other UN partners
on detail ed arrangenents for establishing the mechani sm and

el aborating an initial workplan. Anong the first tasks to be tackled
woul d be arrangenents for allocation and sharing of responsibilities
for support to the inplenentation of the Plan of Action, taking into
account also the foll owup processes to other internationa
conferences." (Report of the CFS, para. 43)

Concl usi on

40. Wth the decisions taken by the CFS and the ACC, the nmachi nery has been set
in notion to ensure early and sustained support fromboth inter-agency and

i nter-governnental bodies to national efforts to inplenment the Wrld Food Sumnm t
Pl an of Action. The arrangenments agreed stress cooperation and coordi nation,
and are rooted in recognition by all those involved of the need to achieve and
maintain a stream ined process, avoiding duplication of effort and pronoting
efficiency and cost-effective use of human and financial resources while
ensuring provision of the necessary information to the various fora charged with
nonitoring the actions of governnents, their partners in civil society and those
of international institutions, working in a coordi nated manner to achi eve the
Sumit obj ecti ves.

41. Heads of State and Government at the Summit have taken a common stand that
t he preval ence of hunger and nmalnutrition on its present scale in our world is
i ntol erabl e and unacceptable. They have pledged their political will and their
comon and national commtment to achieving food security for all and to an
ongoi ng effort to eradicate hunger in all countries.
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42. These conmon and i ndividual commitnents by world | eaders no doubt represent
a major step forward for advancing world food security. The challenge nowis to
see that the strategies and nmeasures set out by the Summit in the Plan of Action
are translated into practical actions, so that the nunber of the hungry and
under nouri shed are progressively reduced in line with - or faster than - the
goal agreed at the Summit.



