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Letter dated 23 May 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

| have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent by the Presidency
of the European Union on Burundi, issued on 20 May 1997 (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circulated as an official docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda
item 43, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of
the Netherlands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: French]

Statenent by the Presidency of the European Union
on Burundi, issued on 20 May 1997

The European Union notes with satisfaction the announcement on 13 May by
President Pierre Buyoya of the negotiations that are under way in Rone in order
to bring about a ceasefire in Burundi and also of the forthcom ng start of the
political negotiations under the auspices of the forner President of Tanzani a,
Julius Nyerere, in which all the parties in Burundi should be invol ved.

It considers that this announcenent represents an inportant stage in the
search for negotiated solutions to the conflict in Burundi. It encourages the
parties concerned to begin this process as soon as possible.

The European Uni on cautions them against any attenpt to resort to force in
order to inpede the process of national reconciliation

The European Union reiterates its concern about the humanitarian situation
in the assenbly canps and calls upon the regi ne of Burundi to disnmantle the
canps as speedily as possible.

The European Union recalls its statenment of 7 May, in which it firmy
condemmed the continuation of the violence in the field and, in particular, the
nmassacres and acts of extortion perpetrated against the civilian population. It
urgently appeals to all of the armed groups to agree to an i mmedi ate cessation
of hostilities in order to halt the violence and create conditions for starting
negotiations in an atnosphere of trust and tranquillity.

The European Union is prepared to pronote the peace process by providing
its assistance both at the political level and in ternms of the concrete aid
whi ch woul d prove necessary for the process ained at restoring denocracy. To
this end, it enlists its Special Envoy, M. Aello, to support the efforts of
the mediator, M. Julius Nyerere, in cooperation with the Special Representative
of the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity, M. Sahnoun, and
the other international observers.



