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Further to my letter of 14 May 1997 (A/51/899), we wish to ask that the
reopeni ng of the discussion of sub-item (c) of agenda item94 in order to
consi der the draft resolution contained in annex Il to that |etter be postponed,
in view of the contents of the two conmuni cations which I now have the honour to
encl ose and which we believe to be self-explanatory (see annexes | and 11).

May | ask that the present letter and its enclosures be distributed as an

of ficial document of the General Assenbly.

(Signed) Ramdn ESCOVAR- SALOM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97-13594 (E) 270597 /...
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ANNEX |

Letter dated 20 May 1997 fromthe Deputy Permanent Representative
of the United States on the Economi ¢ and Social Council addressed
to the Deputy Pernmanent Representative of Venezuela to the

United Nations

| amwiting to ask that you consider w thdrawi ng your request for the
reopeni ng of the consideration of sub-item (c) of agenda item 94, "Macroecononic
policy questions", as outlined in your letter of 16 May 1997, at the 98th
pl enary neeting of the General Assenbly at its resumed fifty-first session
VWile the United States recogni zes your concerns regarding draft resolution
A/50/L.71 as indicated in your letter, we do not believe a discussion of this
itemin the CGeneral Assenbly at this tine is appropriate because di sagreenent on
t he fundanental aspects of this issue still remains anong States nenbers of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) .

In the nearly two years since A/50/L.71 was submtted, solely in a desire
by the nenbers of the then Intergovernnmental Group of Experts on Restrictive
Busi ness Practices to change the group's nane to the Intergovernnental G oup of
Experts on Conpetition Law and Policy, the ninth session of UNCTAD has been
convened and its sem nal docunent, "A Partnership for G owmh and Devel opnent™"
has fundanmentally restructured the agency's intergovernnmental machinery.
However, menbers' interpretations of this docunment renmain varied and there is
still disagreenent anong menbers on fundanental issues of whether the
I ntergovernmental Group of Experts on Restrictive Business Practices continues
to exist post-Mdrand; whether, if it continues to exist, it renmains associated
in any way with UNCTAD;, and whether, if it is associated with UNCTAD, it stands
outside the | andmark restructuring, reformand intergovernnmental operations
limts unani nously agreed upon by nenber State ministers at Mdrand. It is
cl ear these issues need to be resol ved anbng States nenbers of UNCTAD.

The United States therefore requests Venezuela to withdraw its request to
reopen consideration of the draft resolution in the General Assenbly unti
further consultations are undertaken by the States nenbers of UNCTAD with a view
to resolving these contentious issues.

(Signed) Seth WNN CK
Deputy US Representative
on the United Nations
Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
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ANNEX 11

Letter dated 21 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of

Venezuela to the United Nations addressed to the Pernmanent

Representative of Zanmbia to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva
and President of the Trade and Devel opnent Board

| have the honour to refer to your letter of 13 Novenmber 1996 by which you
requested, on behalf of the nenbership of the Trade and Devel opnent Board, that
we present again for consideration by the General Assenbly a revised draft
resolution relating to the outcome of the Third United Nations Conference to
Revi ew al | Aspects of the Set of Miultilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and
Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices.

W proceeded to act on your request on 14 May 1997, by nmeans of a letter to
the President of the General Assenbly asking that the corresponding itemof the
agenda be reopened in order for the Assenbly to consider the draft resolution
(see A/51/899). VYesterday, however, we received a conmunication fromthe
representative of the United States of Anerica on the Econom c and Soci al
Counci| asking that we withdraw the said request, indicating the viewthat a
di scussion of this itemin the General Assenbly at this tinme would not be
appropriate because di sagreenment on the fundanmental aspects of this issue stil
remai ns anong UNCTAD nmenber States. | enclose a copy of his letter for your
ref erence.

As a consequence of the above, and because Venezuela, in its capacity as
Chai rman of the Review Conference, can only present a draft resolution that
woul d be based on the consensus of the participating States, we shall ask the
President of the General Assenbly to postpone consideration of our request. W
wish to refer the matter back to you now and, as indicated by the representative
of the United States, suggest that further consultations be undertaken by the
nenbers of UNCTAD with a view to resolving the contentious issues and, we hope,
arriving at an agreenent.

As it will becone increasingly difficult to bring this issue to the
attention of the General Assenbly before it concludes its resunmed fifty-first
session, we al so suggest that you consider dealing with this matter in the next
session of the Trade and Devel opnent Board and including it in your annua
report to the Assenbly. |If you continue to deemit appropriate that the issue
be dealt with directly by the General Assenbly, another possible course of
action would be for the draft resolution to be tabled by interested del egations
at the fifty-second session, when the Second Conmittee will again take up the
itementitled "Trade and devel opnent".

(Signed) Ramdn ESCOVAR- SALOM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



