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LETTER DATED 23 MAY 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey to you the attached letter dated 23 May 1997,
whi ch | have received fromthe Chargé d' affaires of the Permanent M ssion of
Italy to the United Nations (see annex). Attached to the letter is the fourth
bi -weekly report on the multinational protection force for Al bania requested by
the Security Council in resolution 1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997.

| shoul d appreciate your bringing the text of the present letter and its

annex to the attention of the nenmbers of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

97-13654 (E) 230597 /...
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Annex

Letter dated 23 May 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Permanent M ssion of ltaly to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to submit the fourth report on the nultinational
protection force for Al bania (see appendix). The report is submtted pursuant
to the requirenent set out in paragraph 9 of Security Council resolution
1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997, in which the Council requested the Menber States
participating in the nultinational protection force to provide periodic reports,
at |least every two weeks, through the Secretary-Ceneral, to the Council. The
third such report was conveyed to you on 9 May (S/1997/362, annex).

| should be grateful if you could have the text of the present letter and

the fourth report circulated as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) Gulio TERZI
Chargé d' affaires a.i
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Appendi x

Fourth report to the Security Council on the operation of
the multinational protection force in Al bania

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. On 28 March 1997, the Security Council adopted resolution 1101 (1997), in
par agraph 2 of which it wel coned the offer nmade by certain Menber States to
establish a tenporary and Iimted nmultinational protection force to facilitate
the safe and pronpt delivery of humanitarian assistance, and to help create a
secure environnent for the m ssions of international organizations in Al bania,
i ncl udi ng those providing humanitari an assi st ance.

2. I n paragraph 9 of the resolution the Security Council requested the Menber
States participating in the nmultinational protection force to provide periodic
reports, at |east every two weeks, through the Secretary-General to the Council
The first report was provided on 9 April 1997 (S/1997/296, annex), specifying
inter alia, the paraneters and nodalities of the operation on the basis of
consul tati ons between Menber States participating in the force and the
CGovernment of Al bania; the second report was provided on 25 April 1997

(S/ 1997/ 335, annex); the third was provided on 9 May 1997 (S/ 1997/ 362, annex).
The fourth report refers to events between 7 and 22 May 1997.

[1. MJILTI NATI ONAL PROTECTI ON FORCE

Political guidance

3. The Steering Committee, consisting of the political directors of the troop-
contributing countries and the Conmander of the operation, continues to foll ow
the overall situation on the ground and the full conpliance of the activities of
the force with the nandate of the Security Council. It neets on a weekly basis.
To date it has held regular nmeetings on 4, 9, 14, 23, 30 April and 6, 14 and

22 May.

4. A special nmeeting at the mnisterial level was held in Paris on 13 May with
the participation of the mnisters for Foreign Affairs and of Defence of the
troop-contributing countri es.

5. Portugal, having formally decided to contribute to the force with a
transport aircraft and its crew, joined the Steering Conmttee as of the neeting
of 14 May. Belgiumcontinues to attend the Commttee neetings as an observer

6. Representatives of the follow ng international organizations regularly
attend the neetings of the Steering Committee as observers: United Nations,
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), European Union (EU),
West ern European Union (WEU) and International Comrittee of the Red

Cross (I CRO).
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Cooperation with Al banian authorities

7. The Secretary of State to the Albanian Mnistry of Foreign Affairs,

M. Pavli Zeri, attended the neeting of the Steering Conmttee on 14 May. He
confirmed the full support of the Government of Al bania for the multinationa
protection force operation and expressed appreciation for the humanitarian
activities in the security framework provided by the force. He also provided
the Conmittee with informati on about the situation in the country and its
current political difficulties with regard to the process towards el ections.

8. The Steering Committee intends to nmaintain constant contacts with the

Al bani an authorities, in particular the Central Conm ssion established to serve
as the interdepartnmental point of coordination and contact with the force in

Ti rana.

9. Nurer ous neetings took place at the political |evel between nenbers of the
Al bani an Governnent and authorities of the troop-contributing countries. The
Prinme M nister of Al bania, M. BashkimFino, acconpanied by several nenbers of
his Governnment, net in Rome on 10 May with the Italian Prinme Mnister,

M. Romano Prodi, and correspondi ng nenbers of the Italian Governnent for an
overal | evaluation of the situation

10. At the local level, the force in several cases established contacts with
district authorities and commanders of police stations.

Cooperation with international organi zations

11. The Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-COfice,

M. Franz Vranitzky, paid several visits to Albania in an effort to pronote
political conprom se towards hol ding parlianmentary el ections according to
procedures acceptable to all parties. The United Nations Children's Fund

(UNI CEF) and the World Health Organi zation (WHO continue their child-polio
vacci nation campaign. A Wrld Bank/International Mnetary Fund (I MF) assessnent
mssion arrived in Tirana in the first week of May. An advance party of the WEU
m ssion for the advisory, training and support programmre for the Al banian police
started its activities in Tirana on 12 May.

12. The force continues to ensure the security framework for civil and

hurmani tari an m ssions as well as for humanitarian convoys. Several United

Nati ons agenci es, including, anpong others, the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP), the World Food Programe (WP), UNI CEF and WHO, as well as the
Departnment of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, are active in Al bania and
nmai ntai n operational contacts with the force as far as security is concerned.

For ce depl oynent

13. The force has strengthened its military organi zation in Al bania:
acquisition of the main entry points has taken place and the conpl etion of the
depl oyment of the force contingents has been effected as pl anned wi thout any

i nconveni ence. The force is now progressively expanding the security framework
t hr oughout the country.
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14. As of 22 May, the depl oynent of the force was conpleted at a |level of 6,556
units. The Slovenian nmedical unit arrived in Al bania on 16 May and was depl oyed
in Rinas. The current deploynent of the force is as follows: Austria, 115;
Denmark, 59; France, 954; Greece, 788; Italy, 3,099; Romania, 399; Slovenia, 24;
Spai n, 344 and Turkey, 774.

Sunmary of operations

15. In carrying out its nmandate, the force has gained control of many of the
mai n roads and avenues of communication in A bania. A security framework is
bei ng provided to several civil and humanitarian convoys.

16. Reconnai ssance m ssions, including some naval ones, airlifts and patrols
have been carried out extensively in the north of Albania, in the central part
of the country, as well as in the south. On 13 May reconnai ssance m Ssions
began in the areas of planned expansion of the presence of the force in Al bania.

17. Upon a request submtted to the Force Command through the Gvil-Mlitary
Cooperation Commttee, protection neasures were undertaken in favour of WHQO
UNI CEF and several missions of non-governmental organizations travelling in
Al bani a.

18. Assistance and protection for official visits continues to be provided as
appropriate by the force.

[11. CONCLUSI ONS

19. The depl oynent of the force has had a positive effect on the overal
security situation in Al bania, as has al so been repeatedly stressed by |oca
authorities.

20. However, security problens continue in certain areas in the North of

Al bania, as well as in the South. Arned bands are still active, in particular
during the night, and in sone cases they inpede the safe transit of assistance
m ssions and humani tarian suppli es.

21. On sone occasions the force has faced situations in which its contingents
have been fired upon, although no casualties have been reported.

22. Organized crine and racketeering are still creating obstacles to a ful
resunption of economc and social activities, in particular where police contro
i s poor or non-existent.

23. The political situation in the country is a matter of concern, considering

the efforts by the international conmunity to assist in resolving the Al banian
crisis.



