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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3781st nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 27 May 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Sierra Leone", the President of the Security Council made the foll ow ng
statenent on behalf of the Council

"The Security Council is deeply concerned about the mlitary coup
d état in Sierra Leone, especially when the United Nations is assisting the
process of reconciliation in that country. It strongly deplores this
attenpt to overthrow the denocratically el ected governnent and calls for an
i medi ate restoration of constitutional order. The Council takes note of
t he conmuni qué of the Central Organ of the Organization of African Unity
Mechani sm for Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resol ution of
26 May 1997, and underlines the inperative necessity of inplenmenting the
Abi dj an Agreenent which continues to serve as a viable franework for peace,
stability and reconciliation in Sierra Leone.

"The Security Council strongly condemms the viol ence which has been
inflicted on both |local and expatriate conmunities, in particular United
Nations and other international personnel serving in the country. It
recalls the obligations of all concerned to ensure the protection of United
Nations and other international personnel in the country, and calls for an
end to the looting of prem ses and equi pnent belonging to the United
Nations and international aid agencies."
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