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Letter dated 9 May 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Russian Federation to the United Nati ons addressed
to the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to transmit herewith the texts of the nessage fromthe
Presi dent of the Russian Federation, B. N Yeltsin, to the first session of the
Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of Chem ca
Weapons (annex |) and the appeal by the State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of
t he Russi an Federation addressed to that Conference (annex I1).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and
its annexes circul ated as a docunment of the CGeneral Assenbly under agenda
item71 (o) of the prelinmnary list.

(Signed) S. V. LAVROV
Anbassador

* A/ 52/ 50.

97-12598 (E) 200597 210597 /...



A 52/ 137
Engl i sh
Page 2

ANNEX |

Message fromthe President of the Russian Federation to

the first session of the Conference of States Parties

to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel oprment,

Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem cal Wapons and
on Their Destruction, of 6 May 1997

| sincerely welcome the first session of the Conference of the States
Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of Chemi cal Wapons.

The Russi an Federation is pleased to mark the entry into force on
29 April 1997 of the Convention on the Prohibition of Chem cal Wapons, which is
designed to elimnate an entire category of weapons of mass destruction. This
treaty was the result of work carried out over many years by the internationa
conmunity in which our country was an active participant. The main task of the
current session is to ensure the sound establishnent of the Convention's
nechani sns, which woul d guarantee the treaty's effectiveness and universality.

The Convention has been submitted for ratification to the State Duma of the
Federal Assenbly of the Russian Federation. The Parlianment has al ready begun
active work on the docunent. |In its appeal to the Conference, the State Duma
expressed its intention to conplete the ratification process as far as possible
in the autum of this year, having underscored the inportance of taking account
of the issues that are of fundanental inportance for the Russian Federation in
t he deci si ons of the Conference.

During the period preceding its ratification, the Russian Federation
intends to refrain fromany actions that mght nullify the Convention's
obj ective and purpose. Fromthe nonent of its signing, we have carried out and
shal | continue to carry out the obligations relating to the non-devel opnent and
t he non-production of chem cal weapons; the non-transfer of such weapons
directly or indirectly to anyone whatsoever; the non-use of chemi cal weapons;
the refusal to carry out any military preparations for their use, or provide
assi stance to, encourage or incite anyone to conduct any activities prohibited
under the Convention; and the non-use of riot control agents as a nethod of
warfare. W have taken steps to ensure that toxic chemicals and their
precursors are devel oped, produced, acquired, stored, transferred and used
solely for purposes that are not prohibited under the Convention. The Russian
Federation is al so conducting preparations for the practical destruction of
chem cal weapons. A federal |aw has been adopted on the destruction of these
weapons.

W intend to naintain close relations with the O ganization for the
Prohi bition of Chem cal Wapons (OPCW and discuss with its | eaders questions
relating to cooperation. The Russian Federation would be prepared to subnmt to
OPCWinformation on its stockpiles of chem cal weapons and their |ocation and
participate in nmeasures to provi de possible assistance for protection against
chem cal weapons and through the econom ¢ and technol ogi cal cooperation provided
for under articles X and XI of the Convention. It is our belief that the
establ i shment of a nechani sm enabling the Russian Federation to take part in the
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el aborati on and adopti on of decisions that would nake it possible to take
account of its political and defence interests would be conducive to this. Al
this would al so create the conditions for the Russian Federation's entry into
OPCW at such a tinme when it could immediately play a nmeaningful role in the
organi zation's work. | hope that the Conference's first session wll
attentively consider the issues that we are raising.

| wish the participants in the first session success in their very
demandi ng work in dealing with the tasks facing the Conference for the benefit
of peace and international security.



A 52/ 137
Engl i sh
Page 4

ANNEX 11

Appeal by the State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of the

Russi an Federation to the Conference of States Parties

to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnment,

Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem cal Wapons and
on Their Destruction, of 25 April 1997

In connection with the entry into force of the Convention on the
Prohi biti on of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem ca
Weapons and on Their Destruction (hereinafter referred to as "the Convention")
and the opening of the first session of the Conference of States Parties to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chem cal Weapons and on Their Destruction (hereinafter referred to as
"t he Conference"),

Declaring its commitnment to the obligations undertaken by the Russian
Federation to destroy its chem cal weapons,

Desiring to contribute to the achi evenent of the goals of the Conventi on,

Recogni zing the need, in the interests of all mankind, to exclude
conpletely the possibility of the use of chem cal weapons,

Aware of the enormpus international inportance of the ratification of the
Convention by the Russian Federation and the United States of Anmerica,

Addr essing the Conference in accordance with its plenary powers,

The State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of the Russian Federation:

Confirms its positive position with regard to the need for the conplete
destruction of chem cal weapons through the adoption by the State Duma on
25 April 1997 of a federal act on the destruction of chem cal weapons;

States that it has begun the process of ratifying the Convention, intending
to conplete that process as far as possible in the autum of this year, if the
necessary conditions for doing so are created,

Notes that the difficulties relating to the ratification of the Convention
are caused solely by the conpl ex economic situation in the Russian Federation
and that the prospects for econom c devel opnent in the near future do not make
it feasible to rely on the possibility of a sharp increase in finances for
dealing with this problem

Calls upon the Conference to pronote the creation of favourable conditions
for stepping up the process of the ratification of the Convention by the Russian
Feder ati on.

The State Duma believes that conpletion of the process of ratifying the
Convention by the Russian Federation would be facilitated by:
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Taki ng account at the Conference of the possibility of extending the
deadl i nes for destroying cheni cal -weapon stockpiles and of the interests of the
Russi an Federation in resolving the remaining issues, including the questions
relating to the procedure for paynent for inspection activities in order to
reduce the financial burden of the receiving Party and the conversion of fornmer
chem cal weapon production facilities;

An appeal by the Conference to the States Parties to the Convention for a
substantial increase in financial assistance to the Russian Federation on the
part of the States Parties to the Convention and a search for additional sources
of such assistance, including consideration of the possibilities offered by
i nternational organizations.

The State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of the Russian Federation requests
the Conference to consider the circunstances that are inpeding the ratification
of the Convention by the Russian Federation as constituting force majeure and,
in connection with this, to assist, during the period of the Russian
Federation's ratification of the Convention, its proper participation in the
drafting and adoption of key decisions as well as its participation in the
adm ni strative and executive bodies of the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemni cal Wapons.

The State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of the Russian Federation decl ares
that the decision on the ratification of the Convention will be adopted with
account taken also of the results of the discussion at the first session of the
Conference of the issues that are of fundanental inportance for the Russian
Federati on.

The State Duma of the Federal Assenbly of the Russian Federation w shes the
Conference fruitful work on behal f of peace and di sarmanent and al so expresses
t he hope for understandi ng and a constructive resolution of the issues referred
to, which will pronbte the ratification of the Convention by the Russian
Federati on.



