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Letter dated 16 May 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
14 May 1997 by the Presidency of the European Union on the preservation of the
Af ghan cul tural heritage.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the CGeneral Assenbly under agenda item 39.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]
Statenent issued on 14 May 1997 by the Presidency of

the European Union on the preservation of the Afghan
cultural heritage

The European Union is deeply concerned about threats made by certain
representatives of the Taliban side to blow up the "Blind Buddhas of Bam yan"
which are silent wtnesses of Afghanistan's rich cultural heritage of
i ncal cul abl e archaeol ogi cal val ue.

The European Uni on deplores the destruction of archaeol ogical sites and
hi stori cal nonunments.

The European Union warmly wel comes the recent assurances of |eading
representatives of the Taliban that the two Buddhi st nmonunments will not be
dest r oyed.

The European Union would like to recall the Convention of 16 Novenber 1972
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. As a
State party to that Convention, Afghanistan has recognized its primary duty to
ensure the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and
transm ssion to future generations of, inter alia, the cultural heritage
situated on its territory.

In the context of that Convention, the European Union firmy appeals to al
Af ghan parties to take appropriate steps to prohibit, prevent and, if necessary,
put a stop to any formof theft, pillage or m sappropriation of, and any acts of
vandal i sm directed agai nst the cultural property of the Afghan nation.



