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Article 1

1. In the Republic of Arnenia, there is no discrimnation on the basis of

social origin, race, nationality, sex, |level of education, |anguage, religion
prof essi on, residence, political and other views and other criteria (art. 15 of
the Constitution of the Republic of Arnenia).

2. In the legislative acts adopted by the Parlianent of Arnmenia, there is no
general definition of the expression "discrimnmnation agai nst wonen". However
under the new Constitution the equality of men and wonen is guaranteed by
several provisions.

3. Conventions ratified by the Republic of Arnmenia are considered superior to
national |aws; therefore the International Bill of Human Rights and the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation Against Wnen
guarantee the equality between nen and wonen in Arnenia.

4. The Republic of Arnenia acceded to the follow ng conventions in the field
of advancenent of women and protection of wonen's rights:

- The 1950 Convention on equal pay for work of equal value for nmen and
WOIen;

- The 1958 Di scrimnation (enploynent and occupation) Convention
- The 1957 Convention on the nationality of married wonen.
5. Currently the Parliament is discussing the ratification of two nore
i nternational conventions: the 1962 Convention on Consent to Marriage, M nimum

Age for Marriage and Regi stration of Marriage, and the 1952 Convention on the
Political R ghts of Wnen.

Article 2
6. The Republic of Armenia regained its independence in 1991, is creating new
| aws and adopted a new Constitution in 1995. International conventions ratified

by the Republic are in force and are considered superior to national |aws.
International treaties and conventions contradicting the Constitution may be
only ratified after maki ng necessary changes to the Constitution

7. The principle of equality of human rights of men and wonmen is clearly
stated in articles 3, 4, 15 and 16 of the Constitution and indirectly inplied by
a score of others.

8. The Crim nal Code of Arnmenia provides for punishment for the foll ow ng
actions, which are considered as acts of discrimnation

- Forcing a wonan to have sexual relations (art. 113);
- For bi dding a woman to get married (art. 118);

- Forcing a wonan to performan abortion (art. 121);



CEDAW C/ ARM 1/ Corr. 1
Engl i sh
Page 3

- Ref usal of work to a wonman on the basis of her pregnancy (art. 139).

9. Men and wonen enjoy the sane rights at work, in both public and private
enterprises. They are entitled to equal pay for equal work.

10. The Parlianment of the Republic of Arnenia does not view the previous | aws
and regul ations of the Republic to be discrimnatory agai nst wonen and thus has
not enacted any nodifications to them On 8 July 1991, Parlianment adopted a
resolution "on urgent neasures for the protection of wonen, maternity and
chi l dhood, and the strengthening of the famly". Under the resolution, wonen
and not hers have been granted supplenentary rights in the fields of work and
soci al security.

11. There is no special institution responsible for the protection of wonen's
rights. However, many public institutions do deal, inter alia, with wonmen's
rights and ot her issues; anong these are the Mnistry for Social Security and
the Centre for Denbcracy and Human Rights, a national institution founded
jointly by the United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP), the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs and Yerevan State University.

12. Legally, wonen enjoy full guarantees against discrimnation: there are no
discrimnatory | aws, regul ations, policies or practices agai nst women. Although
a mpjority of women have received higher education and work in all fields and

t he percentage of ferale students has |ong surpassed that of male students in
many fields of study, the unenploynent rate anong wonen is higher (67 per cent)
t han anong nmen. This, however, nmay be accounted for by the fact that
traditionally wonmen are generally nore oriented towards children and the famly;
hence this cannot be viewed as an effect of discrimnation

Article 3

13. The Republic of Arnmenia is enbarked on the course of denocratization but is
encountering many econonmi ¢ and social difficulties. These, aggravated by the

bl ockade, a drastic decline in living standards during the period of transition,
an increase in the unenploynent rate, massive inpoverishment, etc., have
affected the situation of wonen nore than of nmen. Hence, the Covernnent has
taken neasures to devote special attention and render social assistance to
single mothers, large famlies and the elderly. The Parlianent's above-
mentioned resolution "on urgent measures for the protection of wonen, maternity
and chil dhood, and the strengthening of the famly" is neant to address these
obj ecti ves.

14. In the cultural life of the country wonen have the same opportunities as
nen. |n a country where culture occupies a central role in society, wonen are
found in this sphere's highest positions. |In 1994, out of 29,482 people working
in the institutions under the jurisdiction of the Mnistry of Culture of Arnenia
(theatres, concert halls, nuseuns, libraries), 19,994 (67.8 per cent) were
wonmen. Seven Departments of Culture in the |ocal executive authorities were
headed by wonen.



CEDAW C/ ARM 1/ Corr. 1

Engl i sh
Page 4
Article 4

15. Currently, there are a nunber of special nmeasures in force which have been
adopted by the Government to accelerate the de facto equality between nmen and
worren. All pronotion and advancement mnechani snms in the country are available to
men and wonen, with no discrimnation and preference. Social affairs
departnments have been established at different mnistries and agencies to see to
the social needs of the population, primarily wonen and children. The
Parliament has a permanent Conmittee on Health and Social |ssues, and a Socia
Pol i cy Departnent has been established in the Governnent. Both were headed by
wonen till md-1996.

16. A national programre of action has been set up and includes the follow ng:

- The publishing and di ssem nation through the mass nedia of |aws and
conventions on the protection of wonen's rights and the advancenent of
WOIen;

- Creation of TV and radi o programmes to provide information and advi ce
on | egal and other aspects of wonmen's rights;

- Est abl i shment of information and | egal counselling services;

- Initiation of training sessions on the rights of working wonen for
senior staff in governnent institutions, enterprises and ot her
organi zati ons.

Speci al nmeasures have al so been adopted to protect notherhood such as the
parliamentary resol ution mentioned above; see paragraphs 10 and 13.

17. There have been additional nodifications to the existing legislation. In
1992, Parlianent adopted a decision "on Anendnents to the Marriage and Fam |y
Code of the Republic of Armenia", which stipulates increases in alinmony paynments
and | owers the narriage age for wonen from 18 to 17.

Article 5

18. Winen are free to choose any profession in the Republic of Arnenia.

However, in order to safeguard wonen's health and maternity, they are not
allowed to work in positions requiring hard manual |abour and on ni ght shifts.
Further enpl oyment of pregnant wonen and nursing women under such conditions is
prohi bited (arts. 184-187 of the Labour Code). However, it is traditional for
worren al so to be responsible for the upbringing of children and housekeepi ng.
This responsibility does not, however, stemfroma concept of the superiority or
inferiority of either sex, but rather fromhistory and traditions where wonen
enjoy the noble role of nother and all the responsibilities that it entails.

19. The legislation of the Republic of Armenia contains appropriate neasures
agai nst violations of human rights (which are not divided into wonen's and nen's
ri ghts) and physical and noral abuse. |In spite of |legal norms ensuring the
equal ity of the sexes in enploynent and social life, nmen have traditionally been
the breadwi nner in the famly, while wonen have taken care of the children and

l.o..
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t he househol d. Neverthel ess, things have changed and the role of wonmen in
supporting the famly and in decision-nmaking has increased. The nunber of
famlies with both spouses working is constantly grow ng.

20. From 1990 to 1995 the followi ng types of crines, punished in accordance

with articles 112 and 114 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia, were
comi tted agai nst wonen:

Type of crine 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

Rape 25 30 20 18 23 17

Forcing to have sexua
cont act - 3 5 3 4 9

Sexual contact with
persons under 16 12 14 12 5 13 5

Entering into marriage
relati ons wi th persons
under the age permtted
for marriage - 64 61 39 24 21

Forcing a wonan to narry
or forbidding a woman to
get married 71 95 70 82 36 28

The possibility is not excluded, however, that the nunber of such cases may be
hi gher, since those who suffer assault may not turn for help to the | aw

enf orcenent bodies as they would prefer to discuss their case with femal e

per sonnel

21. Until recently the percentage of wonen in both professional and genera
service categories in the Mnistry of Interior did not exceed 5 per cent.
However, a certain degree of progress has been observed lately. A road traffic
police unit consisting exclusively of wonen has been already in charge of the
traffic in Yerevan for several nonths and the nunber of wonen students enrolling
in the Police Acadeny is constantly increasing.

22. Bride purchase, repudiation of wives and fenal e circuntision are not
practised in Arnenia and have historically not been a problemfor Arnenian
soci ety.

23. Polygany is prohibited by law in the Republic of Arnenia.

24. A dowy systemexists infornally in sone rural areas and sone soci al
groups, but it is not conmpul sory even for those strata. |t operates nore in
relation to the economc situation, since it is actually viewed as the bride's
parents' assistance to the newl yweds, a contribution to the establishnent of a
new household. On the other hand, the groom s parents often help the young
coupl e by purchasing an apartnent, a car, furniture, etc. Many newy married

l...
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couples live with the grooms parents, although this may depend either on the
tradition or famly incone.

25. During the Nagorno-Karabakh nmovement in 1988, and in harshest econom ¢ and
soci al conditions of newy achieved i ndependence, Arnenian wornen fought next to
the men for survival. Today society devotes nore respect and attention towards
wonen, though wonen, especially nothers, have al ways enjoyed the highest respect
and devoti on.

26. The role of the mother in the famly is stressed, and maternal |eave is
mandated by law. Article 5 of the Marriage and Fam |y Code of the Republic of
Arneni a states that:

" the famly is under the protection and care of the CGovernnent. The
state protects the famly through establishing maternity homes, nurseries,
ki ndergartens, boarding schools and other children's institutions and
organi zations; by nmeans of creation and devel opi ng consuner services and
catering establishnments, by rendering financial assistance in the form of
child all owances to mothers with many children and single nothers, as well
as by providing themw th other privileges and aid."

“Maternity in Armenia is subject to the special care of the State.
Speci al nmeasures are taken to all ow wonen to conbi ne work and not her hood,
taking into consideration the wonman's health and the interest of the nother
and child. Al the conditions shall be provided in the Republic for
wor ki ng nothers to protect their rights, to give material and noral support
to mothers and children, including paid holidays for pregnancy and
childbirth.”

27. A wonen's health centre has been established at Erebouny Hospital in
Yerevan. Under the patronage of the First Lady, it is fully equi pped with the
nost nodern equi pment. A major centre for prenatal care has been established at
anot her hospital.

28. There are nore than 30 wonen's organi zations in the Republic which pronote
the political, social and cultural rights of wonen. Sone of those organi zations
are professional and gather together wonen scientists, artists, journalists and
entrepreneurs. Ohers are engaged in social and political activities:
environnental protection, protection of notherhood, childhood and gender
equality. There are also international Arnmenian wonen's organi zations that

i ncl ude representatives of the Arnmenian Di aspora. To enhance wonen's active
participation in society, the non-governnental Arnenian Wnen's Counci
established a School for Wnen Leaders in 1994. The school has the objective of
preparing girls and young wonen for future careers and high positions in

soci ety.

29. Anpong wonen's organi zations, the non-governnental political organization
“Sham ram’ won eight seats in the parlianmentary el ections of 1995 and becane the
second-| argest faction in Parlianment. There are currently 12 wonen
parlianmentarians in the National Assenbly of Arnmenia. Though this nunber is
consi derably smaller than that of the femal e nenbers of the Supreme Council of
Sovi et Arnmenia, these MPs, unlike their Soviet counterparts, are really engaged

l...
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in the |legislative process and are not only formally regi stered as such for the
sake of making the statistics | ook nore "denocratic", as used to be the case.

30. Anong the nost inportant wonen's non-governnental organizations (NG3s) are
the All Arnenian Wnen, the Republican Council for Wnen, the Arnmenian

Intell ectual Worman, "Marian Arnmeni an Wonen's Associ ation, "Chevond Alishan”,
Armeni an Hurmani tarian Cross, Hayouhi, etc. Wonen's rights are al so pronoted by
sone periodicals, such as Asghadavarouhi (Wrking Wnen), Man and Wnen, Fanmily,
Karine, which cover various issues, anong themthe advancenent of wonen and
obstacles to its achievenent. There are also several TV and radi o progranmes on

famly and wonmen's issues, including: "Hasmk", "Wnen's TV', "Arnmeni an House"
31. In Cctober 1994, Arneni an wonen's NGOs organi zed an internationa
conference on "Wnen on the Eve of the Twenty-first Century”. The main thene of

the conference, that women's rights are human rights, was later stated by the
del egation of Armenia fromthe podi umof the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wmen,
held at Beijing in Septenber 1995, as an official approach to the problem

32. In 1994, the Armenian National Comm ssion for UNESCO organi zed a sem nar on
"The Situation of Wwnen in the Countries of the Fornmer Soviet Union". During
the sem nar del egates fromthe forner Soviet Republics stated that the situation
in their countries was alnobst identical: certainly there existed problens for
wonmen, but they could not be solved in isolation fromother problens of society.

Article 6

33. In the Republic of Armenia, the literacy rate is 98 per cent and wonen have
the sane rights as nen to education. All schools are coeducational except for a
recently established |ycée, which is exclusively for women. Wnen have the sane
enpl oyment opportunities as nen

34. The traffic of wonmen and prostitution are prohibited in the Republic of
Armenia. There are articles in the Criminal Code dealing specifically with the
traffic of women. According to article 179 of the Code, the penalty for
prostitution is a warning and a fine ranging from50 per cent to 100 per cent of
the m ni mum wage. The penalty for running a brothel is up to five years

i mpri sonment and the confiscation of one's property. The increase in
prostitution may be attributed to the deteriorated econonm ¢ situation. However,
owing to the traditionally negative attitude towards prostitution and its public
condemation by society, prostitution has not been a major problemin Arnenia
and there is no sex tourism

35. There have been no reported cases of rape of prostitutes.

Article 7

36. Wonen are on equal terms with nen, and enjoy both the right to vote and to
be elected to all public positions. This right is guaranteed by articles 27

and 64 of the Constitution and article 133 of the Penal Code:

- Article 3 of the Constitution states: "The elections for the
President, National Assenbly and the | ocal self-governing bodies of

/...
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the Republic of Arnmenia, as well as referenduns, are held based on the
right to universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot”;

- Article 133 of the Penal Code states: "The violation of the electora
right of citizens by use of violence, threat, deception or bribery is
puni shabl e by one to two years' inprisonnent or two years of comunity
service."

37. There is no discrimnation against women what soever in the |egislation of
the Republic of Arnenia. This holds as well for the right to occupy governnent
posts, perform other governnmental functions, as well as participate in

non- gover nmental organi zati ons concerned with the political and public life of
the country. However, in reality, although the nunber of women working in
governnent, Parliament and other administrative bodies is quite high, there are
fewer wonmen than nmen hol di ng hi gh-1evel positions.

The Parlianment of Arnenia

Menbers of Parlianment 1980 1985 1994 1995/ 96
Wonen 121 121 9 12
Men 219 219 240 178

38. From 1991 to 1994 there was only 1 woman m nister out of 22, and only 3
worren deputy mnisters. O 21 State Departments 4 were headed by wonen, and
heads of only 2 governnent agencies out of 31 had wonen deputies. However, the
nunber of wonmen in the m ddl e echel ons of the Governnent is higher. This is
especially true for the spheres of culture, science, education and health, where
worren make up 31 per cent of the staff. Currently, of 23 mnistries only 1, the
Mnistry of Social Security, is headed by a woman minister

Participation in power at the highest levels (1994)

Wonen Men
H ghest level (Prime Mnister, Deputy Prime Mnister, 16 304
State Mnister, Mnister, Deputy Mnisters, head of (5% of the
department and agenci es) total)
M ddl e level (staff of mnistries, government
departnments and agenci es)
Econony 1 248 2 629
(46. 8%
Judi ci al system 216 737
(22. 7%
Sci ence, culture, education, health, nedia 3 998 4 928

(81.1%
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39. The percentage of wonen in the executive branch at the highest level is
only 5 per cent. Although it has been inpossible to retrieve data for 1980 and
1985, rough estimates show that during those years the percentage of wonen in

t he hi ghest echel ons of the Governnent did not exceed 8 per cent to 10 per cent.
On average, the proportion of wonen involved in the mddle and | ower echel ons of
the Governnent of Arnmenia was 36.8 per cent in 1994. In the sane period, wonen
in local self-governnent bodies of Arnenia constituted 41 per cent in Yerevan
42 per cent in other towns and villages and 47 per cent as public notaries and
in local bar associations.

Staff of the Public Prosecutor's Ofice of the
Republic of Arnenia

1980- 1985 1994 1995/ 96
Wonen 143 150 42%
Men 560 573 58%

These figures include wonen with a degree in |egal sciences who work as heads of
departnments, judges and senior advisers. The remaining 134 are support
per sonnel -accountants, heads of offices, typists, cleaners and couriers.

40. Cender restrictions regarding the above-nenti oned posts have not been
observed and no quotas have been ever set for wonen enpl oyees or appoi ntees.

Article 8

41. Since its Declaration of Independence in 1991, the Republic of Armenia has
become a full menber of the international community. Armenia has established
about 30 representations in other countries and at international organizations;
however, the nunber of representatives nust still grow. \Wnen constitute

21 per cent of the diplomats working for the Foreign Mnistry. Anong diplomats
serving at enbassies and representations of Arnenia abroad, 27 per cent are
worren. The nunber of wonen who are nenbers or heads of official delegations to
i nternational neetings and conferences is steadily increasing. Currently there
are no data avail able on the nunber of citizens of the Republic of Armenia
working within the United Nations system and regi onal organi zati ons.

Article 9

42. lssues concerning citizenship are addressed in the follow ng provisions of
the Law of the Republic of Arnmenia on Citizenship:

- Article 3, paragraph 2: "The citizens of the Republic of Arnenia are
equal before the law irrespective of the procedure by which the
citizenship has been gained, irrespective of nationality, race, sex,
| anguage, faith, political or other views, or social origin, and have
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the sane rights, freedonms and responsibilities envisaged by | aws and
the Constitution”;

- Article 6: "The narriage of a wonan who is a citizen of the Republic
of Armenia to an alien does not automatically change her citizenship,
and vice versa."

43. According to article 11:

"Achild obtains citizenship of Armenia irrespective of the place of
its birth if its parents are citizens of Armenia. |f one of the parents of
the child is an alien and the other is a citizen of the Republic of
Armenia, the citizenship is determned by the parents' witten agreenent.

"I'n case of the absence of such agreenent the child obtains Arnenian
citizenship if it is born in Arnenia; or in case of not obtaining Arnenian

citizenship the child remains without citizenship. 1In case its parents
permanent|ly reside in the Republic of Arnenia, the child obtains Arnenian
citizenship. |If one of the parents of the child is a citizen of Arnenia

and the other is unknown or has no citizenship, the child becones a citizen
of Arnenia."

Thus, in granting citizenship, the | aw does not set priorities in ternms of the
citizenship of either parent. Mthers can confer their nationality on their
children on an equal footing. Mnors can travel on the passports of both
parents.

44. A worman may obtain a passport w thout obtaining the perm ssion of her
spouse or anyone else. Neither is the perm ssion of her husband required for a
wonman to travel outside the country.

Article 10

45. In the Republic of Armenia wonen and nmen have equal rights in the field of
education. W rnen outnunber nen in institutions of higher education and wonen
have the same opportunities in choosing careers.

46. Al seven-year-old children (boys and girls) have the right to enter the
first grade of coeducational public schools. Subjects offered to all students
i n higher grades include the humanities, physics, mathematics, econom cs,

bi ol ogy, chemi stry, vocational and agricultural fields. The State supports al
public school s; however, proposals for the establishnent of private secondary
institutions are also under discussion by the Mnistry of Education. Those who
do not continue past the eighth grade receive a school -l eaving certificate.
Those who finish secondary school receive a certificate which notes their
educational |evel and their grades and is the prerequisite for entering
institutions of higher learning. Education until the eighth grade is compul sory
in the Republic of Armenia. As of 1996, there were 1,385 schools in Arnenia.

47. The overall literacy rate as of 1995 is 98 per cent. Information is not
avail abl e on the proportion of the total 2 per cent of the illiterate popul ation
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that are wonen. Precise data on the school drop-out rates of girls vs. boys are
not avail abl e either; however, the drop-out rate is close to zero.

48. Assistance to children fromlowincome and poor famlies is organi zed based
on appeal s by parents and by special decisions of the School Executive
Committees. Lack of heating in winter has caused the interruption of education
process at schools and universities (at least for three nonths). This, together
with the energy crises, is now being overcone. High fees and irregular
schedul es of public transportation have contributed to | ower attendance rates.
Public transportation costs have now stabilized but still remain high, although
students receive a discount for their nonthly tickets. Many of the country's
economc difficulties resulting in the deterioration of education and science
still remain. In spite of all these nmentioned difficulties, students continue
to attend schools and universities. |In 1994, the State budget allotnment for
education was only 4.5 per cent; in 1995 it was 4.7 per cent.

49. In 1993, there were 20 private universities, institutes and colleges in
Armenia, with a total of 8,797 students, representing 14.6 per cent of the tota
nunber of students in the country. There are currently 70 private educationa
institutions in Armenia, all licensed by the Governnment. Enrolnment is over
20,000, of which nore than half of the students are wonen. The percentage of
femal e students in State-sponsored institutions of higher learning (with a
significantly larger enrolnent) is simlarly higher than that of males.

50. There are no quotas for wonen in the areas of school enrol ment or
schol arshi p all ocation

51. Anong traditionally "female" fields are health care, where wonen
constituted 90 per cent of the students (1994); and education and the arts,
where they made up 78.9 per cent of the students (1994). However, their nunber
is also significant in the fields of economcs (41.9 per cent as of 1994) and

i ndustry, transportation and comuni cations (about 40 per cent). The country
has worl d-renowned wonen artists, singers, poets, witers and actresses. During
recent years there has been a significant increase in wonen students in the
field of radi o-electronics, conputer sciences, chenmstry, as well as the new
fields of nmanagenent, banking, marketing, international relations and

i nternational |aw

Percent age of teachers at institutions of secondary education

(by gender)

1980 1985 1994

Mal e Femal e Mal e Femal e Mal e Femal e

Primary Schoo
(1-3 cl asses) 11.3 88.7 7.6 92.4 5.3 94.7

Secondary School
(4-10 cl asses) 31.5 68.5 29.1 70.5 21.3 78.7
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Nunber of wonen in institutions of higher education
Total nunber of enpl oyees Wnen Per cent
1980 58 100 28 100 48
1985 34 849 29 454 53. 70
1990 68 397 31 417 45. 93
1994 46 507 24 230 52.10
Nunber of wonen in science as of 1993
1993 1995
Tot al nunber Wnren Tot al nunber Wnren
Organi zat i on of enpl oyees (per cent) of enpl oyees (per cent)
Research institutions 24 260 12 300 15 040 6 700
(50.7) (44.5)
Nat i onal Acadeny 6 886 3 171 4 776 2 398
(51.8) (50.2)
Nunber of students graduated
(by gender and field of specialization)
Year
1980 1985 1994
Fiel d of specialization Mal e Fenmal e Mal e Fenmal e Mal e Fenmal e
Techni cal (engineering
and sci ence) 760 3 040 860 3 440 840 860
Economi cs 320 480 360 540 400 700
Pedagogi cs 1 000 400 1 000 200 800 100
Heal t h 350 400 500 100 300 40
For ei gn | anguages 130 130 140 140 a a
Music, Arts 200 400 300 500 200 400
Agricul ture 60 340 60 340 300 100
Vet eri nary nedici ne 270 130 350 150 600 150
Sports and public health 100 200 100 200 100 200
2 Not avail abl e, although wonmen prevail in this field (wonmen constitute

about 90 per cent of students studying foreign/European | anguages and about hal f
of the students studying Oiental |anguages).
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From 1980 to 1989, there were 12,300 (50.7 per cent) wonen out of a total of
24,260 individuals in the research institutions. At the Acadeny of Sciences
there were 3,171 wonen out of a total of 6,886. O these, 532 wonen were

candi dates in sciences, 47 were doctors and 5 were nenbers of the Acadeny.
Armenia is the fourth | argest Commonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S) recipient
of scientific grants fromthe Soros Foundation. |n 1995 97 grants

(21 per cent) out of a total of 456 to Arnenian scientists, were received by
wonen.

52. Education abroad has al so becone avail abl e since the denpcratization of the
country. Today, 50 per cent of the young peopl e studying abroad are woren.

53. The Arnenian National Commi ssion for UNESCO has subnmitted to the UNESCO
headquarters in 1994 a report on the national education strategy. This officia
pol i cy paper of the Government of Arnenia on education reformw || serve as a
basis for a plan of action to transformthe Arnmenian systeminto the Wstern
(basical |y European) educational system The docunent focuses al so on the
participation of women in the education process.

Article 11

54. Every citizen has the right to free choice of enploynent. Everyone has the
right to a just wage no |l ower than the m nimum set by the State and to working
conditions neeting safety and health requirenents (art. 29 of the Labour Code);
men and wonen enjoy the sane rights in this sphere as well (art. 14). Wnen
recei ve the same wages as nen for the same work and are entitled to equa
advancenent opportunities (art. 83). Enployers are forbidden to refuse to hire,
or to fire, wonen on the grounds of pregnancy or maternity (art. 197 of the
Labour Code). In the 1970s, the proportion of wonen anong workers and

adm nistrative staff was 41 per cent; in 1980 it was 46 per cent; and in 1989

48 per cent.

Enpl oynent by spheres?

1980 1985 1993 1995
Wonen Men Wonen Men Wonen Men Wonen Men
TOTAL 551 421 660 746 648 601 732 123 440 433 465 953 248 068 167 692
45. 5% 54. 5% 46. 9% 53. 1% 48. 6% 51. 4% 59. 6% 50. 4%
I ndustry 349 314 516 980 414 622 564 952 213 716 338 295 129 927 116 615
40. 3% 59. 7% 42. 3% 57. 7% 38. 7% 61. 3% 52. 7% 47. 3%

Cul ture
educati on 202 107 143 766 233 979 167 171 226 717 127 658 118 141 51 077

58. 4% 41.6% 58. 3% 41. 7% 63. 9% 36. 1% 69. 8% 30. 2%

Source: State Statistics Adm nistration.

@ This table does not include agriculture, trade and services, as well as the nunber
of those who enmigrated from Arnenia in 1992-1994, a figure especially difficult to
esti mat e.



CEDAW C/ ARM 1/ Corr. 1
Engl i sh
Page 14

55. Wonen are considered equal to nen in their right to social security, health
protection as well as other rights. 1t is prohibited by lawto fire a pregnant
worman or to transfer her to a |lower-paid job w thout her agreement (art. 197 of
t he Labour Code).

56. A nother receives 70 days' paid | eave before the child's birth and is
entitled to two years' nmaternity |leave as well as a nunber of other privileges
(arts. 189-193 of the Labour Code and Suprene Council resolution 267). The
State supports nmany aspects of maternity; it subsidizes vouchers for holiday
honmes, rest houses for pregnant wonen, extra vacations for wonen having
children; it creates opportunities to work according to a schedul e convenient to
the nother; and allows regular rest breaks at work. All these privileges and
soci al guarantees are listed in articles 193 to 196 and 264 to 265 of the Labour
Code of the Republic of Arnenia.

57. The former Soviet Union created an extensive social safety net/system of
wel fare and al | owances, which was inherited, anong other current C'S States, by
Armenia. Kindergartens and a wi de range of other institutions provide care for
children and assist in their upbringing. Paynents are reduced for famlies with
many children and | ow i ncone. This system covers 641,852 el derly pensioners (of
whom 352, 700 are wonen), 1,132,400 adol escents, 19,283 single nothers, thousands
of orphans and di sabled fromthe 1988 earthquake, and ot her vul nerable

popul ation groups. Falling under this category also are the 152,636 unenpl oyed
who lost their jobs in the transition to a free market econony (source: State
Statistics Adm nistration).

58. During 1993-1994, per capita incone decreased drastically, and today the
majority of the popul ation exists below the poverty line. About 90 per cent of
per capita incone is spent on basic commodities - primarily food and comunal
services. However, a mninumsalary is hardly enough to cover even such a
limted basket. Many people have to rely on savings and sell fam |y bel ongi ngs.
Al t hough the decline in the econony has halted since 1995 and sonme growth has
been observed, with incone also increasing, the living standard is still far
fromsufficient. The newy established market relations are contributing to the
obvious stratification of the society into layers with clearly demarcated high
and | ow i ncone | evels.

59. There are 19,283 single nmothers in Arnenia. The greater nunmber of these

i nhabit urban areas, about 40 per cent of themliving in the city of Yerevan

al one. The nunber of children in these famlies is 21,996 (source: State
Statistics Admnistration). The proportion of single nmothers with one child is
86 per cent; with two or nore 14 per cent.

60. Owning to a lack of financial resources, many child care facilities are not
in operation, thus aggravating the conditions of working nothers and famlies in
general. In 1994, the child care facilities were attended by 104, 056 children
while their actual capacity was 145, 618.

61. As a rule, wonen refugees are always in the nost difficult situation. For
five days in January of 1990, the Arnmenian comunity of Baku, the capital of
Azerbaijan, were killed, tortured, robbed and hunmiliated. Pregnant wonen and
babi es were nolested, little girls were raped in front of their parents' eyes,

l...
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Christian crosses were burned on their backs, and they were abused for their
Christian faith.

62. In 1993, the refugees, mgrants and internally displaced Arnenians
constituted 14 per cent of the entire population of Armenia (418,000 persons).
O these, 55 per cent were wonen. About 1 nmillion persons, or 30 per cent of

t he popul ati on of the country, did not have shelter; of these 514,000 lived in
the disaster area. However, many of these refugees have since mgrated to other
countries, and these figures are subject to further verification

63. According to various investigators, refugee wonmen live in conditions that
are nore difficult than those of men living in simlar situations. For exanple,
t he nunber of people living in extreme poverty is significantly higher in the
rural areas. This is mainly attributable to the fact that the mgjority of wonen
refugees are unaccustoned to rural life; they face such difficulties as |ack of
fuel and basic facilities, and are unaccustoned to working on the |and.

64. A national programme for the social and econonmic integration of refugees is
bei ng i npl enented by the Government of Arnenia. This programme will afford a
solution to the shelter, enploynent and social issues of refugees and the

di spl aced within the next five years. The nost vul nerabl e refugees receive
assistance fromthe Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the World Food Programme (WFP), the International Conmttee of the Red
Cross, the International Federation of the Red Cross, the European Community
Hurmani tarian Office, the United States Governnent and ot her organi zations.

65. The nunber of unenpl oyed wonen in the Republic of Arnmenia was estinmated in
May 1994 by the Centre of Enploynent at 69, 615. O these, 3,399 had children
under two years of age, 1,745 had three or nore children and 107 were

handi capped. Wonen constituted 63.9 per cent of the unenpl oyed urban

popul ation. The unenploynment rate in the rural areas was significantly |ower:
15,990, of which 8,379, or 52.4 per cent, were wonen. As of 1995, of the
152,636 unenpl oyed registered at the Centre for Enploynent, 109,232 were wonen.

66. In 1993, the Government of Arnenia adopted a decision on "Paynment of a
Monthly Al l owance to People with the Status of Unenployed and Mothers with
Children under Two Years of Age". As of 1996, for each child under the age of
six, parents received 1,200 drams (US$ 2.6), regardl ess of their enploynent
status. The unenpl oynent allowance is 1,300 drans (US$ 2.8). Al jobless
persons receive state support and are referred to jobs where such possibilities
exist. The international community and Arnmeni ans of the D aspora have assisted
unenpl oyed wonmen and poor famlies.

67. There is no specific |aw concerning wonmen working in agriculture. Wnen in
this area enjoy the sane benefits as other wonen in society. Though the
privatization of the |l and has notably increased the workl oad of every rura
dwel l er, after the closing of many factories and enterprises in rural areas,
many professional staff - engineers, technicians, accountants - were laid off.
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Article 12

68. A wi de range of medical services is organized to address the probl ens of
maternal care. There are |local services, maternity hospitals and hospitals with
maternity wards. Leave is granted during pregnancy and after birth (the
duration of this | eave was recently | engthened to 140 days). Medical assistance
for children as well as for mothers is regulated by the State and is accessible
by the entire popul ati on.

69. In the triennium 1987-1989 the maternal nortality ratio was 40.0 and in the
follow ng triennium (1990-1992) it had dropped to 38.5. The fertility rate
increased from 2.3 children per wonman in 1980 to 2.57 in 1991. Although

fertility is still increasing, the rate of increase has obviously declined.
Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Thousand per sons 74. 400 73. 400 17.900 13. 200 12. 900

A study of over 4,000 randonmly sel ected wonen of child-bearing age in Yerevan
bet ween 1989 and 1991 reveal ed very high secondary infertility rates;
21.4 per cent of the wonen sanpled had experienced primary infertility.

70. 1n 1992, the following rate of contraceptive use was reported:

pill: 1.6 per cent; diaphragm 0.08 per cent; never used any neans of
contraception: 33 per cent. Abortions are not prohibited in Arnenia. However,
they are permitted only until the fourteenth week of pregnancy, in order not to
endanger the wonan's life. Physicians performng illegal abortions are
sentenced to two years of forced | abour, fined and nay be deprived of the right
to practice for up to three years. People performng an abortion and without a
nedi cal degree are sentenced to three years' inprisonnent or one to two years
forced labour. |In the case of several instances of the above-nentioned
infractions or if one of themhas resulted in the death of the patient, the
sentence is eight years' inprisonment (art. 120 of the Criminal Code). Forcing
a woman to performan abortion is punishable by a year's inprisonment or forced
| abour, or public condemation (art. 121 of the Cimnal Code).

71. Oficially the nunber of abortions was 2.7 per wonman in 1994. But in
reality abortion is the primary nethod of birth control in Arnenia. 1In 1992,
the rati o of known abortions to live births was 405 per 1,000 (or 1 abortion for
every 2.5 births). Wile this ratio is higher than in the Wstern European
States, it is one of the |owest anpbng the newly independent States.

72. According to available statistics on anaem a in pregnant wonmen in Arnenia,
there has been a considerable increase in both attendance at clinics for anaemc
wonmen and the incidence of anaem a anong wonen over the past three years. The
rates for the latter in Armenia were 24.6 per cent in 1990.

73. The Mnistry of Health with the assistance of the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) has identified the follow ng probl ens concerni ng woren's heal t h:
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. Def ective prenatal health services, for instance, the absence of
prenatal control in women's consultation services;
. Defi ci ent breastfeeding;
. Virtual absence of fam |y planning services and supply of effective

contraceptives (frequent abortions, used as the principal means of
birth control, result in infertility anmong wonen);

. Nutritional deficiencies and related conditions in pregnant wonen and
young not hers, including iron deficiency anaem a

74. One of the nore serious problens in Arnenia is the lack of fam |y planning
services. The Mnistry of Health is now working to establish these services and
has instituted a new project to inprove prenatal services. Termnation of
pregnancy as a neans of birth control is a common practice. The Mnistry of

Heal th obtai ns contraceptives with the assistance of different internationa
organi zations. It also provides hospitals with the necessary information
regardi ng the advantages of using these contraceptives. The devel opnent of an
artificial insemnation centre and the use of the |aporoscopic nethod in
gynaecol ogy are new steps in the devel opnent of Arnmenia's famly planning

servi ces.

75. The Mnistry of Health has instituted a progranme for conbating H V/ Al DS
During the past five years no cases of H V/ AIDS have been reported anong
pregnant womnen.

76. Today, wonen work without obstacles in all nedical fields and professions
and occupy hi gh-ranking positions within those professions. |n 1996,

13.5 per cent of the governnment budget was allocated to health care. This is a
high rate internationally and reflects the enphasis placed upon this sphere by
t he Government.

77. Femal e circuntision has never been practised in Arnenia.

78. Statistics on the nunber of teenage pregnancies and the age brackets of
t eenage nothers are not avail abl e.

79. The nortality rate for infants under 1 year is 12.8 per cent. This rate
has recently decreased as shown bel ow

Year 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

For every 1,000 births 18.5 17.9 18.5 17.08 14. 7 12. 8
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The nortality rate for children fromone to five has fluctuated over the sane
period as foll ows:

Year 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

For every 1,000 births 23.8 22.6 24.2 24.2 21.4 20.3

The average nunber of children in famlies is 2.2.
80. There are no accurate data on drug addiction anong wonen.
Article 13

81. Since Cctober 1993, a new network of social services has been in place in
Armenia, with the objective of providing assistance especially to persons with
| ow i ncome and to poor families, regardless of gender. |In 1994, there were 65
such services in the Republic of Arnenia which distributed humanitarian
assistance to different social groups, provided fam |y support and took care of
single elderly persons and the handi capped. Social assistance is provided to
famlies regardl ess of sex, nationality or religion

82. O the nearly 95,000 handi capped in Arnenia (nost becane handi capped as a
result of the earthquake in 1988), nearly 40,000 are wonen. Single elderly
persons and the handi capped are full wards of the State. Single nothers and
nothers with many children enjoy the sanme privileges: rights to apartnents,
furniture, vouchers and the right to obtain credits fromthe State.

83. Pregnant wonen and wonen with children under one year of age cannot be
sentenced to death. In sone cases sentences of inprisonment for wonen can be
changed to a conditional sentence.

84. Wdnmen enjoy equal rights with men in obtaining famly benefits, bank | oans,
nortgages and other fornms of financial credit.

85. Winen enjoy equality with men in cultural life, including sports, in
recreational activities and el sewhere. They occupy an inportant place in the
cultural life of the Republic of Arnenia. There are well-known wonen

academ ci ans, nusicians, dancers, painters, witers and chess players.
Article 14

86. Wnen as well as nen are entitled to own land. Problens arising from wonen
working in rural areas are dealt with in the general context of society's
problems. There are no separate or specific rules or regul ati ons concerning
worren in rural areas. Currently, the new social services which extend

t hroughout all regions of the Republic pay nuch needed attention to probl ens of
the famly and to the inprovenent of the social position of wonen within the
famly. The Mnistry of Health, in cooperation with UNICEF and the Wirld Health
Organi zation (WHO), has devel oped a project to inprove wonen's health in rura
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areas. Statistics are unavail able on the percentage of wonmen in agriculture and
on the difference in the rate of progress of wonen in urban vs. rura
envi ronnent s.

87. In 1991-1992, Arnenia carried out a land privatization programe invol ving
the creation of 304,000 (302,400 individual and 1,600 collective) private farns.
Land was distributed according to household, with equal ownership rights for
househol ds headed either by nen or wonen.

Article 15

88. According to the legislation of the Republic of Arnmenia, wonen and nen
enjoy equal rights in both criminal and civil trials (art. 8 of the crimna
Procedure Code; art. 5 of the G vil Procedure Code):

- Article 8 of the Crimnal Procedure Code states:

"Justice is dispensed in crimnal cases and tribunals on the basis of
equality of citizens before the law, w thout taking into consideration the
origin, social class, property, race, nationality, sex, education,
| anguage, religious beliefs, profession, residence and other criteria of
the parties involved."

- Article 5 of the Gvil Procedure Code states

"Justice is dispensed in civil cases only by tribunals and on the
basis of equality of citizens before the aw wi thout taking into
consi deration the origin, social class, property, race, nationality, sex,
education, |anguage, religious beliefs, profession, residence and ot her
criteria of the parties involved."

89. Wynen in Arnmenia enjoy equal real estate ownership and other property
rights. According to article 3 of the Famly and Marri age Code, husbands and

wi ves possess equal personal property rights. Wnen are on equal terns with nen
and have the right to enter contractual relations alone in their owmn right. A
wonman can use her hane for these purposes, w thout the requirenent of second
persons, or collateral persons, as beneficiary or dependant, except for property
obt ai ned during the common |ife of the spouses that belongs equally to both
nenbers of the couple.

90. As of 1 Novenber 1996, 336 persons have been licensed by the Mnistry of
Justice to engage in the practice of law O these, 74 are wonmren. O the 72
public notaries in the Republic, 41 are wonen. By 12 January and 1 April 1996
decrees of the President of the Republic of Arnmenia, 94 judges were appointed.
O these, 25 are wonen, the youngest being 30 years old, and the oldest, 57. O
the 6,825 elected jurors, 3,228 are wonen. There are no restrictions for wonen
to serve on juries and to testify as w tnesses.

91. Men and wonmen have equal rights relating to the nmovenent of persons and the
freedomto choose their residence and domicile.



CEDAW C/ ARM 1/ Corr. 1

Engl i sh

Page 20

Article 16

92. In the Republic of Armenia, spouses have equal rights in entering into a

marriage, during the marriage and at its dissolution. However, during a
divorce, the interests of the children, if there are any, are considered
paramount. Rights and obligations concerning marriage and famly relations are
codified in the Fam |y and Marriage Code of the Republic of Arnenia.

93. According to article 1 of the Famly and Marri age Code, the Code's purpose
is to contribute to the building of famly relations based on the free and ful
consent of the spouses, free of any financial notivation, on the basis of |ove
and respect. Marriages may be conducted only by nmutual consent (art. 14) and
after the parties have reached the | egal age of narriage (art. 15), which is

17 years for wonen.

94. Marriage is considered legal only if it is registered with the rel evant
public institution (art. 6 of the Fami |y and Marriage Code).

95. Citizens have equal rights in famly relations w thout any consideration of
origin, social condition, race, nationality, sex, education, |anguage, religious
beliefs and residence (art. 4).

96. During marriage each spouse has the right to keep his/her hanme, or to
choose the nane of the other spouse (art. 18).

97. During their common |ife, decisions on nmatters relating to the children are
taken equally by both spouses. Each spouse has the right to choose his or her
pr of essi on, workpl ace and residence (art. 19).

98. In case of divorce the comon property is divided equally between the
spouses; however, certain privileges are granted to the spouse who is to take
care of the children. Parents, irrespective of gender, have to pay alinmony for
children if they are not in their custody after divorce. The anmount of the

al i nony depends upon the incone of the parent (art. 21).

99. The betrothal and the marriage of a child do not have any |egal effect.
The m nimum age for marriage as determ ned under the relevant legislation is 17
but in exceptional cases this can be reduced by one year for wonen (art. 15).

100. Polygany is prohibited by law (art. 123 of the Crimnal Code) and is
puni shed by up to three years' inprisonment or up to a year's forced | abour

101. Wonen have equal rights with nen to initiate divorce proceedings, to
remarry and to retain custody of children and receive child support.



