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Letter dated 16 May 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
7 May 1997 by the Presidency of the European Uni on on Burundi.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a document of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 43,
and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Decl aration issued on 7 May 1997 by the Presidency
of the European Union on Burund

The European Uni on wel cones the outconme of the summit neeting of regiona
Heads of State in Arusha on 16 April 1997 and confirns its support for their
efforts. Its special envoy will continue to work in close collaboration with
t hem

The European Uni on condemms the atrocities comitted daily agai nst
civilians and other violations of human rights. In that context, it has |earned
wi th consternation of the recent violence in the provinces of Makanba and
Bururi, and in particular of the massacre of 43 semi narists and staff menbers at
the seminary in Buta carried out by arned rebels on 30 April this year

It totally condemms that nassacre and offers its condol ences to the
famlies of the victinms and to those in charge of the sem nary.

The European Union believes that such acts of viol ence, by whonsoever they
are commtted, seriously underm ne the peace process in Burundi, and therefore
calls on all the parties in the conflict to renounce violence, publicly to
repudi ate the acts of violence commtted daily in Burundi and resolutely to
pursue a political settlement.

The European Union solemmly appeals to all Burundian | eaders not to |et
t hensel ves be tenpted by the illusion of a mlitary victory. It reiterates its
appeal for a ceasefire and an i mmedi ate and unconditional start on negotiations
anongst all parties to the conflict in Burundi

It also reiterates its concern at the humanitarian situation in the

"regroupenent” canps and appeal s to the Burundi an Governnent to disperse those
canps at the earliest opportunity.



