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H GH LEVEL COW TTEE ON THE REVI EW OF TECHN CAL
COOPERATI ON AMONG DEVELGPI NG COUNTRI ES

The Adm nistrator wishes to bring to the attention of the Executive Board
the foll owi ng decisions adopted by the High-level Conmmittee on the Review of
Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel oping Countries at its tenth session, held in
New York on 5-9 May 1997.

TCDC/ 10/1. REVI EW OF PROGRESS MADE | N | MPLEMENTI NG TECHNI CAL
COOPERATI ON AMONG DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

A. Review of progress made in inplenenting the Buenos
Aires Plan of Action and the decisions of the
H gh-level Conmttee and inplenentation of the
reconmrendati ons of the South Comm ssion report

The High-level Comm ttee,

Reaffirm ng the validity and rel evance of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action
for Promoting and | npl ementing Techni cal Cooperati on anong Devel opi ng Countri es,

Taking note of the Mnisterial Declaration of the 20th annual neeting of
M nisters of Foreign Affairs of the Goup of 77, held in New York in
Sept ember 1996,

Taking note also of the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted by the
Sout h- Sout h Conf erence on Trade, Finance and Investnment, held in San Jose, Costa
Rica, in January 1997,
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Noting the final docunent of the Twelfth Mnisterial Conference of the
Moverrent of Non- Aligned Countries, held in New Del hi, India, in April 1997,

Taki ng note of the report prepared by the Special Unit for Technica
Cooper ati on anmong Devel opi ng Countries within the United Nations Devel opnent
Pr ogr amme,

1. Reaffirns the great potential of technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries, which has now gai ned w despread acceptance as an
i nnovati ve and effective instrunent of technical cooperation, and urges
devel opi ng countries that have not yet done so to el aborate national policies
and strategies for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries so as to
give full effect to this form of cooperation

2. Wl cones the significant efforts nmade by both devel opi ng countries and
the United Nations devel opment systemto increase the application of technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries in devel opnent cooperation and its
increasingly inportant role in bilateral and nultilateral relations, including,
inter alia, the expanded use of capacity and needs-mat chi ng exercises, which
have cul mnated in a significant nunber of bilateral agreenents, as well as
activities related to training, transfer of technol ogy, reconstruction, and the
exchange of experience in various fields within the framework of interregiona
cooper ati on;

3. Wl cones also the efforts made by other countries to increase their
i nvol venent in the application of technical cooperation anong devel opi ng
countri es;

4. Notes with appreciation the actions already taken towards the
expansi on of the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries Information
Ref erral System database into a multi-dinmensional information system including
data on individual experts, institutional capacities, centres of excellence, as
wel | as replicable best practices in devel oping countries, recognizes the
constraints of the effective use of this database; in this regard, calls upon
the Special Unit for Technical Cooperation anmong Devel opi ng Countries to take
measures, including capacity-building, ainmed at enabling the | east devel oped
countries to access international information networks (for exanple the
Internet) so that they can effectively utilize the technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries Informati on Referral System

5. Commends the devel opi ng countries that have all ocated resources from
their national budgets for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries
through bilateral and nultilateral channels, and have nade avail able their
institutional facilities, expertise and centres of excellence for this purpose;

6. Encour ages devel opi ng countries that have not yet done so to establish
nati onal focal points for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries and
where focal points have already been established to ensure that the focal points
are adequately staffed and al so appropriately equi pped to enable themto
function effectively and efficiently;
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7. Reiterates that South-South cooperation should not be viewed as a
substitute for, but rather as a conplenent to, North-South cooperation and, in
t hat connecti on, enphasizes the need to effectively pronote triangul ar
approaches to facilitate South-South programes and projects;

8. Encour ages devel oped countries that already provide support for
techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries in the context of triangular
arrangenents or through bilateral and nultilateral channels to continue to
i ncrease their financial support for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng
countries, including contributions to the Trust Fund for South- South
Cooperation, and calls upon other devel oped countries to do |ikew se;

9. Reiterates the recommendati ons of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action that
international institutions and devel oped countries, in designing, formulating
and executing projects for technical cooperation in devel oping countries, give
priority to the use of |local capabilities, consultancy and expertise and, where
not available, to the technical resources from other devel opi ng countries;

10. Requests the organizations of the United Nations systemto take
appropriate neasures to inprove the incorporation of technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries into their programes and projects and to intensify efforts
towards the mainstreaming of this nodality in the operational activities for
devel opnent of the United Nations system and encourages other rel evant
international institutions to undertake simlar neasures;

11. Calls upon organizations of the United Nations system particularly
the United Nations Devel opnment Programme, the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel oprment, the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization and
ot her rel evant organizations to nmake concerted efforts, within their mandates
and agreed progranmes, to assist the devel oping countries to utilize technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries for the pronotion of small- and
medi um si zed enterprises, which constitute an essential conponent in the
devel opnent strategi es of nobst devel opi ng countries;

12. Calls upon the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme to continue efforts to nobilize greater donor support in order to
i ncrease the allocation of resources for technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng
countries including the expansion of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund's core
capital and support to South Centre in accordance w th decisions taken by the
H gh-level Conmittee at its ninth session

13. Recommends that the intergovernmental processes of the United Nations
system in accordance with their mandates and agreed work progranmes, as well as
the Hi gh-level Conmttee, foster closer |inkages on policy and operationa
aspects between techni cal cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries and economic
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countri es;

14. Recommends that a new format and wor ki ng met hods be applied to the
conduct of future meetings in order to lead to a nore interactive debate and a
nore concrete outcome to the deliberations of the Hi gh-level Conmttee, taking
i nto account the suggestions of the Cormittee as contained in the report of the
tenth session;



DP/ 1997/L. 9
Engl i sh
Page 4

15. Wl cones the inportant focus that will be given to econom c and
techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries in the operational activities
for devel opnent segnent of the substantive session of the Econom c and Soci al
Counci | of 1997, and strongly recommends that the report of the High-Ileve
Conmittee on its tenth session and the report on new directions for technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries (TCDC/9/3) constitute part of the
background docunents for the consideration of this item

16. Notes with interest that 1998 will be the twentieth anniversary of the
adopti on of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and reconmends that during its
fifty-third session the CGeneral Assenbly hold a commenorative neeting to mark
the occasion and to mobilize further support for the effective inplenmentation of
the New Directions Strategy for Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel opi ng
Countri es;

17. Requests the Admi nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
to submt to the High-level Conmttee at its el eventh session a conprehensive
and anal ytical biennial report on the progress made in the inplenmentation of the
Buenos Aires Plan of Action as well as the present decision.

B. Review of the progress nade in the inplenentation
of the new directions strategy for technica
cooperation anong devel opi nhg countri es

The High-level Comm ttee,

Reaffirm ng General Assenbly resolution 50/119 of 20 Decenber 1995 and
rel ated resol utions of the Econom c and Soci al Council on econom c cooperation
anong devel opi ng countries and technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es,

Recalling its decision 9/2 adopting the main recomendati ons contained in
the report on new directions for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng
countries (TCDC 9/3),

Reaffirm ng that South-South cooperation constitutes an inportant el ement
of international cooperation for devel opnment and reiterating that devel oping
countries have a primary responsibility for pronoting technical cooperation
anong devel opi ng countries and that the devel oped countries and the United
Nati ons systemas well as other international organizations should assist and
support such activities,

1. Recogni zes that, while some progress has been nmade in the
i npl enentation of the New Directions Strategy for Technical Cooperation anong
Devel opi ng Countries, further progress can be achieved nore effectively through
inter alia, the availability and provision of adequate resources, strengthening
the participating institutions, and enhanci ng the awareness of and the
commitment to the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries nodality;

2. Recommends that the intergovernnental processes of the United Nations
system in accordance with their mandates and agreed work progranmes, as well as
the Hi gh-level Conmttee, foster closer |inkages on policy and operationa
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aspects between techni cal cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries and economic
cooper ati on anong devel opi ng countri es;

3. Further urges the United Nations devel opnent systemto address
effectively and operationalize the inplenentation of other reconmendations
contained in the new directions strategy, in particular, new funding
arrangenents, expansion of the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es,
Informati on Referral System identification of pivotal countries for technica
cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries, pronotion of triangular cooperation
arrangenents and di ssem nation of best practices in technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countri es;

4. Commends the efforts being nade to pronote inproved, expanded and
diversified |inkages with the private sector, non-governnmental organizations and
civil society;

5. Wl cones, in the context of followup to the Programme of Action on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent of Small |sland Devel oping States, and within the
framework of the Small |sland Devel opi ng States Techni cal Assistance Progranme,
the conpletion of a conprehensive directory of experts on snmall island
devel oping States and the identification of critical areas in the programe of
action for inplenmentation, through the application of the technical cooperation
anong devel opi ng countries nodality;

6. Wl cones al so the establishnment of the Trust Fund for South-South
Cooperation by the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme,
notes with appreciation the contribution of sonme devel oped countries to the
Trust Fund, and urges the international donor community to contribute
generously;

7. Wl cones the cooperation framework for technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries (1997-1999)! and its focus on poverty eradication
envi ronnent, production and enpl oyment and trade, investment and nacroeconom c
managemnent ;

8. Wl cones the decision of the Executive Board of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme to allocate 0.05 per cent of its overall programe
resources to technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries during the period
1997-1999;

9. Call s upon devel opi ng, devel oped and ot her countries, their
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organi zations, as well as the
organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system to give their ful
support to the effective inplenentation of the technical cooperati on anpbng
devel opi ng countries framework, including support for innovative national,
regi onal and interregional programes and projects and the expanded utilization
of the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries nodality in the
operational activities for devel opment of the United Nations system

! Decision 95/23 of the Executive Board of the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (E 1995/ 34).
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10. Reiterates its request to the Adm nistrator of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranmme to instruct resident representatives to increase the
application of the technical cooperation anong devel oping countries nodality in
techni cal cooperation activities in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1992/ 41,

11. Calls upon the Admi nistrator of the United Nations Devel oprment
Programme to ensure that the separate identity of the Special Unit for Technica
Cooper ati on among Devel opi ng Countries within the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme i s maintai ned and decides to review periodically the inmpact and
functioning of the Special Unit in pronoting, nonitoring and coordi nating
techni cal cooperati on anmong devel opi ng countries on a systemw de basis;

12. Requests the Admi nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
to include in his biennial report to the High-level Conmttee at its el eventh
session information on the progress made in the inplenmentation of the present
deci si on.

TCDC/ 10/ 2.  OVERALL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND APPLI CATI ON
OF TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON AMONG DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

The Hi gh-level Comm ttee,

Recalling its decision 9/3 of [2 June] 1995,

Taki ng note of the guidelines for the review of policies and procedures
concerni ng techni cal cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries approved by the
Adm ni strative Conmittee on Coordination

Taking note also of the report of the Administrator of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranmme contai ned in docunent TCDC/ 10/ 4,

1. Takes note of the views and conments expressed at the tenth session of
the Hi gh-level Conmttee on making the application of the guidelines nore
effective in order to ensure greater use of the technical cooperati on anbng
devel opi ng countries nmodality in the United Nations system which now forns a
new current in devel opment cooperation

2. Commends the United Nations agencies that have taken nmeasures to apply
t he gui del i nes approved by the Adm nistrative Conmttee on Coordination and
urges the organi zati ons and agenci es that have not yet done so to take simlar
measures in order to ensure uniformty and consistency in the application of the
gui del i nes;

3. Requests the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opment Programme
to carry out consultations on the guidelines with the organizations and agenci es
of the United Nations system taking into account the views expressed by Menber
States and the New Directions Strategy for Techni cal Cooperati on anbng
Devel opi ng Countries, and to submt the recomendati ons on the subject to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session, through the Econom c and Socia
Council, for further consideration and approval, with a view that
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recomendations will be submitted to the fifty-third session of the Genera
Assenbly in the context of the triennial policy review of operational activities
for devel opnent of the United Nations system

4. Notes with appreciation the increased financial resources allocated
for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries by the Executive Board of
the United Nations Devel opment Programme for the programm ng period of 1997-1999
and, in the light of the expanding utilization of this nodality, requests the
Executive Board to review periodically the volune of resources allocated for the
promoti on of technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries, as well as the
i npact of the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries nodality on the
i npl enentati on of the programes of the United Nations Devel opnent Programe and
i ncorporate the outcone of the reviews in the report of the H gh-level Committee
for consideration;

5. Stresses the need to further nobilize additional financial resources,
fromall sources, with a viewto assisting the Special Unit for Technica
Cooper ati on anmong Devel opi ng Countries to further inplenent and operationalize
the New Directions Strategy for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng
countri es;

6. Requests the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnment
Programme, in relation to the mandated functions and increasing responsibilities
of the Special Unit for Technical Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries, to
ensure that the Special Unit is adequately staffed to enable it to execute its
responsibilities effectively;

7. Requests the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opment Programme

to report to the High-level Conmittee at its el eventh session on the
i npl enent ati on of the present decision



