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ANNEX

Summary of the results of the Ro +5 Forum

1. This summary of the results of the Rio +5 Forum does not purport to be
conprehensive. It represents the attenpt by the Chairman to present the

hi ghli ghts of the Forumrather than his own personal views, and is suppl enented
by the nore detailed reports that are avail abl e.

2. As a contribution to the fifth anniversary review of the results of the
Earth Sunmmit nandated by the General Assenbly, the Earth Council, in cooperation
with a broadly representative group of other organizations and stakehol ders,
convened the Ro +5 Forumin R o de Janeiro from13 to 19 March 1997. The Forum
was honoured to have the participation of President Fernando Henri que Cardoso of
Brazil as Honourary Chairman, and the full support of his CGovernnent, as well as
that of the State and the Gty of Rio de Janeiro and non-gover nnent al

organi zati ons/ busi ness and ot her | eaders of Brazilian society. Funding and
substantive support from a nunber of other governmental and non-governmenta

sour ces made an indi spensabl e contribution to the Forum

3. The theme of the Rio +5 Forum was "Myving from Agenda to Action". It was
the cul m nation of an ambitious year-long process designed to revitalize the
sust ai nabl e devel opment novenent by buil ding on the experience gai ned and

| essons | earned fromthe successes achi eved since the Earth Sunmt and seek ways
to renove the obstacles to action that continue to inpede progress.

4. At the Earth Summit, countries of the world, nobst of themrepresented by
their principal |eaders, adopted a nunber of accords, principally the Ro

Decl aration on Environnment and Devel opnent, Agenda 21 as the programe for
giving effect to it, framework conventions on clinmate change and bi ol ogi ca
diversity, and a statement on forestry principles and laid the foundations for
the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries
Experi enci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa. In
addition, at the @ obal Forum a nunber of "treaties" were agreed expressing the
comm tnents of various sectors of civil society.

5. Five years later, it is apparent that despite these commtnments and the
acconpanyi ng publicity, the basic concept of sustainable devel opnent is not yet
wel | understood and the policies and structures required to inplenent the Earth
Summit agreements are still not in place. The good news is that there is a
great deal of good news; the bad news is that there is not enough of it.

Despite progress made on many fronts as evidenced at Rio +5, the world community
has still not nmade the fundanental transition to a devel opnment pathway that will
provide the human community with a sustainable and secure future. Environmental
deterioration continues and the forces that drive it persist.

6. One of the najor inpedinents to nore progress is the fact that many of the
organi zations and individuals working for sustainability in their own
comunities and sectors continue to work largely in isolation fromone another
Ri o +5 was designed to bring together a representative group of these "actors",
to help forge new links and alliances anong them across disciplines, sectors,
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and institutional and national boundaries so that their successes can be
mul tiplied and they can conbine efforts to renove and overcone barriers to the
achi evenent of sustainabl e devel opnent.

7. In preparation for Ro +5, the Earth Council invited a broadly
representative cross-section of stakeholders with expertise and invol venent in
sust ai nabl e devel opment action to review their own experience and submt papers
based on that experience on specific topics as background for the Forum and a
contribution to the overall fifth anniversary review process. As it would not
have been feasible to nmake participation in the R o +5 Forum conprehensi ve,
every effort was nmade to nmake it as representative as possible of key civi

soci ety actors and constituenci es.

8. Parallel with this, R o +5 partner organi zations cooperated to set up a
series of national and international nulti-stakehol der consultations. This
process produced nmore than 70 special focus reports and 80 reports from nationa
and regional consultations, providing a rich and diverse source of information
about progress, and |lack of progress, in inplementing the Earth Summit
agreenents, |essons |earned fromthese experiences and crucial factors that
drive and hinder inplenmentation of sustainability. Thus, Ro +5 was not sinply
anot her neeting, but the focal point of a process designed to use this fifth
anni versary review occasion as an opportunity to revitalize the action process,
produce new al liances for action anong civil society stakehol ders and hel p
stimul ate renewed inpetus to action on the part of Governnents and

i nt ergovernmental organi zati ons.

9. Agai nst this background, the International Steering Conmttee for R o +5,
t hrough the Earth Council, brought together in Ri o de Janeiro some

500 know edgeabl e and comritted people fromall parts of the world for six days
of intensive plenary and workshop sessions. National Councils for Sustainable
Devel opnent, of which sone 100 have been established since the Earth Sunmt,
constituted a primary constituency for the Forum and made an especially

i mportant contribution to it.

10. Participants brought with them an enornous range of experience in their
national councils, in commnity-based organi zations, |ocal authorities, business
and industry, science, technology and research institutes, non-governmenta
organi zati on networks, financial institutions, United Nati ons devel opnment

agenci es, environnmental organizations, private investors, philanthropic

organi zations, and values and educational groups. During the pre-Forum
activities and at the Forumitself the Rio +5 process generated a rich harvest
of action experiences and plans from many stakehol ders featuring innovative and
effective strategies to integrate the econom ¢, social and environnmenta

di nensi ons of sustainable devel opnent. The results constitute a conbination of
new i nsights and reinforcenent of past recomendati ons that have not been fully
or adequately carried out, as well as new ideas and recommendati ons. There was
a particular focus on the governance structures, |egal and policy frameworks,
financial support, and education and consultative processes required to
translate promising ideas into action

11. The R o +5 process was adnittedly a conpl ex and denanding one. This was a
del i berate attenpt to recogni ze that the issues we nust address if we are to



succeed in the transition to sustainable devel opnent are intrinsically conpl ex
and systemic in nature, and if we are to deal with themeffectively our action
and consultative processes nmust reflect that reality. The Rio +5 process was
desi gned as an experinment in doing this, providing the framework for view ng on
an integrated basis the |inkages anong the wi de range of issues that must be
nmanaged interactively to produce sustai nabl e devel opnent and di al ogue anong

| eading actors in respect of these issues. As consensus already exists at a
general |evel on many key issues, the Forum concentrated on the diversity of
perspectives and actions by various stakeholders. [Its principal outputs were
the substantive, in-depth insights, affirmati ons and recomendati ons energi ng
fromthe pre-Forumactivities and the Forum workshops, the practical action
alliances that were developed as a result of the process and the inputs to the
del i berations of Governnents that are reflected in the report of Rio +5, which
is available together with the related docunents to which reference has been
made. These docunments and the proceedings of Rio +5 are now avail able on the
Earth Council's Internet Wb site.

12. A copy of the summary version of the report Subsidizing Unsustai nabl e

Devel opment - Undermining the Earth with Public Funds, prepared by the Institute
for Research on Public Expenditure of the Netherlands conm ssioned by the Earth
Council, with the support of the Governnment of the Netherlands, has recently
been rel eased and is al so avail abl e.

13. Sone of the mmjor conclusions, actions by stakehol ders and recommendati ons
to Governnents that emerged fromthe Rio +5 Forum are sunmari zed bel ow.

A.  Major concl usions

14. There is a critical need for greater multi-stakehol der participation to
integrate the social, econom c and ecol ogi cal di mensi ons of sustainable
devel opnent into specific policies, programmes and acti ons.

15. Sustai nabl e devel opnent is still predom nantly the domain of environnental
mnistries. Qher governnment departnents, particularly those dealing with
econom ¢ and soci al policy, nust become involved. This has inportant

i nplications for the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent, which has made

not abl e progress but needs to include nore representatives of finance and
economi ¢ mnistries.

16. The principal driving forces of economic activity - unsustainable patterns
of production and consunption in industrialized countries and popul ati on growth
in devel oping countries - are still the major contributors to our current
unsust ai nabl e course. North Anerican participants declared that their current
production and patterns are norally and ecol ogi cal |l y unsust ai nabl e.

17. There is a need to address the fundanental ethical inperatives of
sust ai nabl e devel opment through the Earth Charter. A firmcomitment on the
part of all nations and peoples to a new integrated ethical vision is essential
if humanity is to achieve the goal of sustainability and ensure the well-being
of people and the |larger community of life on Earth.



18. There is a need to make the difficult transition from managi ng sectora
i ssues to integrated nmanagenment systens.

19. Covernnents are currently subsidizi ng unsust ai nabl e devel opnent

($700 billion a year in energy, agriculture and water alone). Large amobunts of
financial resources could becone available for supporting sustainability if
harnful subsidies are renpbved and positive incentives for sustainable

devel opnent provi ded.

20. The information revolution is creating a new ki nd of inpoverishnment
(Africa's capacity for electronic communication is growing at 6 per cent a year
while the rate in Asia and Europe is about 20 per cent).

21. International accords are in danger of becom ng external interventions
unrelated to the organi c needs of national and |ocal comunities in devel opi ng
countri es.

22. There are many successful cases of sustainable devel opnent practices which
nmust be nultiplied.

23. Local Agenda 21 efforts need to be better integrated with nationa
Agenda 21 franmeworks for sustainabl e devel opnent.

24. Private philanthropy and private investnent, which are now the main source
of devel opnent resources, nust be better focused and integrated in an efficient
del i very system for sustainabl e devel opnent.

25. The current United Nations systemis not able to enforce conpliance with

i nternational accords, which nmust be nore deeply rooted in |ocal and nationa
support.

B. Mujor actions and affirmati ons by stakehol ders

26. Agreenent was reached at the first neeting of the Earth Charter Comm ssion
on a "benchmark" draft Earth Charter to be used as the basis for extensive

di al ogue and consultations by people and organi zati ons t hroughout the world to
produce a "people' s" Earth Charter, which would be submtted to the United

Nati ons for appropriate recognition and action by Governments in the year 2000.
It builds on the Declarations of Stockholmand R o and the many ot her processes
t hat have produced rel evant ethical statenments, particularly the Covenant of the
Worl d Conservation Union. A copy of this benchmark draft and sunmary report of
the Earth Charter Comm ssion neeting is avail able.

27. It is encouraging to note that Wrld Environnment Day cel ebrations in Seou
on this anniversary year will focus especially on the issue of environmenta
et hi cs.

28. Al participants affirmed their commtnment to ensuring the mainstream ng of
gender issues, full participation of youth in all sustainable devel opnment
processes as well as special measures to ensure the participation of indigenous



peopl es and the mobilization of support for the issues of particular concern to
t hem

29. Participants affirmed the priority that nust be accorded to elimnating the
dire and debilitating poverty that continues to afflict so nmany of the world's
people and to the incorporation of specific neasures to ensure this in
sust ai nabl e devel opment policies and practices.

30. The nearly 70 consultations organized by civil society actors in
partnership with Governments (in nost cases National Councils for Sustainable
Devel opnent or simlar multi-stakehol der groups) produced a nunber of specific
affirmati ons and reconmendati ons for national and | ocal sustainable devel oprment,
i ncl udi ng the foll ow ng:

(a) Commitnment by the President of the World Bank and the Administrator of
the United Nations Devel opnent Programe in support of civil society
participation in sustainabl e devel opnent through National Councils for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent;

(b) Affirmation by the Wrld Travel and Tourism Council, in collaboration
with the World Tourism Organi zation and the Earth Council, of their Agenda 21
for the travel and tourismindustry;

(c) Affirmation by the Wrld Federation of Engi neering O ganizations of
their commtnment to integrate and support sustainabl e devel opnment principles in
their professional work, conplemented by their report on the engineers' response
t o sustai nabl e devel opnent;

(d) On the initiative of Energy 21, initiation of a canpaign to enlist at
least 1 mllion communities worldwide in programmes to inprove energy efficiency
by 25 per cent or nore by the year 2001

(e) Initiation of a process for inproved consultation and cooperation
anmong governmental and private donors to provide new and nore effective
financial support for local and national sustainable devel opnment initiatives;

(f) Devel opnent of a franmework and enhanced |inkages to facilitate
cooperati on and consultation among the growi ng network of National Councils for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the establishment and strengthening of regi ona
alliances, as for exanple in Central Anerica and the Sout hern Cone countries of
South Anerica and in Asia as a parallel forumto the Asia-Pacific Econonic
Cooper ati on Forum

(g) Exanples fromthe Wrld Business Council for Sustainable Devel opnent
of progress by business in practical actions to inplenment sustainable
devel opnent and affirmation of its conmtnment to continued progress as evi denced
by the signing at Ro +5 of a nmenorandum of agreenment between the Worl d Busi ness
Counci| for Sustainable Devel opnent and the United Nations Devel oprnent
Pr ogr amme;



(h) Affirmation by the International Road Transport Union of the
commitment of its menbers to a sustainable devel opnment charter based on
Agenda 21;

(i) Agreement signed in R o de Janeiro between conmunity-based initiatives
of the Joint Institute for Social Aid (IMAS), located in Costa Rica, and the
Earth Council;

(j) Affirmation of civil society support for the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme as a basis for a strengthened world environnental
organi zation within the United Nations with a status equivalent to an
i nternational econonmic and trade organi zation

(k) Affirmation of the val ue and inportance of continuing on a periodic
basi s, global consultations ambng civil society actors for sustainable
devel opnent building on the Rio +5 experience and the proposal nade by the Myor
of Rio de Janeiro for the establishment of a Rio forum

C. Recommendations to Governnments and others

31. Specific recommendations for inplenmenting sustainability emerged fromthe
wor ki ng sessions at the Rio +5 Forum Like the recommendati ons for managi ng the
various subsystens of sustainable devel opnment that were submitted in nore than
70 techni cal papers and 80 national and subregi onal consultations, they were
based on the experience of attenpting to inplenment sustainability.

32. Aprimary need identified by the Forumis to provide better mechani snms and
policy instrunents for translating the agreenents reached at R o and subsequent
experi ence and recomendations into effective action at |ocal, national and
sectoral levels. They nmust be transformed into a nore coherent and consi stent
set of policies, legal frameworks, fiscal and budgetary processes, institutiona
nechani sns, and conmmuni cati on and educati onal programmes. To support the
establ i shment and strengt heni ng of these nmechanisns, the following is a summary
of the principal recomendati ons nade:

(a) That the United Nations and Governnents take note of and | end support
to the civil society Earth Charter process. The Earth Council Commi ssion, at
its first neeting, agreed on a "benchmark" Earth Charter draft to be a foca
point for the extensive dial ogue and consultations that will now be undertaken
by civil society groups throughout the world;

(b) That Governnents facilitate and support formation of multi-stakehol der
nechani sns to devel op | ocal Agendas 21;

(c) In particular, that Governnments support the further establishnent and
strengt hening of National Councils for Sustainable Devel opnent and simlar
nechani sns to devel op and inpl ement national Agendas 21 that link local with
national sustainability actions and contribute to regional and gl oba
cooperati on;



(d) That Governnents and international organizations support the
est abl i shnent by National Councils for Sustainable Devel opment of regiona
forums to contribute to the incorporation of sustainable devel opnent neasures in
regional trade and investnment accords;

(e) That international devel opnent agencies and financial institutions
devel op new and nore effective delivery systens to ensure |ocal and nationa
sustainability and the denocratic and transparent use of resources;

(f) That despite current budgetary austerity, donor Governnents and
agenci es provi de new and additional concessional funding required to support the
transition to sustainabl e devel opnment and the inplenentati on of Agenda 21 by
devel opi ng countries, particularly the | east devel oped;

(g) That the A obal Environment Facility be replenished at a higher |eve
with an expanded nandate;

(h) That the United Nations and its Menber States provide full and strong
support to the United Nations Environnment Progranmme and to building on its
foundati ons a world environment organi zation with nore effective nonitoring,
assessnent and early warning functions as the bridge between science, policy and
international law in the environnent field, the principal source of the
envi ronnent al di mensi on of the sustainabl e devel opment nexus and the work of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, with a status and strength equivalent to
that of the international econom c and trade organi zations. The Nairob
Decl aration provides a prom sing starting point for this and the neasures at the
resuned session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
Programme to establish new nechanisnms to carry out its governance functions
shoul d al so prove to be a positive step in this direction

(i) That the General Assenbly nmake provision for appropriate participation
inits deliberative and negotiating processes to all relevant mgjor stakehol ders
whi ch can contribute to the formation of international accords and facilitate
support for their national and |ocal inplenentation

(j) That industrialized countries agree at the forthcom ng neetings of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change to reduce
their carbon dioxi de em ssions by 20 per cent from 1990 | evel s by the year 2005;

(k) That corporations be nmore accountable to the comunities in which they
operate as well as to society in general

(1) That Governnents initiate a negotiating process to establish a gl oba
framework for the regulation of international capital flows;

(m That Governnents agree to review and reorient the system of incentives
and subsi di es by which they notivate the econoni c behavi our of corporations and
citizens to elimnate subsidies and other incentives that encourage and support
unsust ai nabl e devel opment practices, particularly in respect of energy,
transport, agriculture and water, and provi de positive incentives for the
achi evenent of sustainability.



Appendi x
ACCOVPLI SHVENTS

The Rio +5 process yielded a nunber of acconplishments, exanples of which

are |isted bel ow

1

Local /national sustainability

Nearly 70 consultations organized by civil society in partnership with
Governments (in nost cases National Councils for Sustainabl e Devel opnent or
simlar multi-stakehol der groups) nmade specific recomendations for

nati onal and | ocal sustainable devel opnment.

Al participants affirmed their commtnment to ensuring the mainstream ng of
gender issues, full participation of youth in all sustainable devel opnent
processes, as well as special nmeasures to ensure the participation of

i ndi genous peopl es and the mobilization of support for the issues of
particul ar concern to them

Commitment by the President of the Wrld Bank and the Admi nistrator of the
United Nations Devel opment Programme to support civil society participation
in National Councils for Sustainabl e Devel oprent.

Initiation of a process for inproved consultation and cooperati on anbng
governmental and private donors to provide new and nore effective support
for I ocal and national sustainable devel opnent initiatives.

Publication of the results of an extensive consultation process carried out
for RRo +5 by the Brazilian Non-Governnental Organization Forum

Agr eenent between comunity-based initiatives of the Joint Institute for
Social Aid (IMAS), located in Costa Rica, and the Earth Counci l

Reqgi onal sustainability

Consol i dation of a growi ng network, currently conprising 71 Nationa
Council s for Sustainabl e Devel oprment, nmaking use of the opportunity
presented by Rio +5 to formregional alliances for sustainable devel oprment
such as strengthening of the Central Anerican alliance for sustainable
devel opnent. An NGO initiated alliance for sustainable devel opment anong
t he Sout hern Cone countries of South Anerica.

Conmmitment of National Councils for Sustainabl e Devel opnent of the Centra
and Eastern European region to create an alliance for sustainable

devel opnent to facilitate multi-stakehol der participation in the countries
that are still not involved in the process of devel opi ng Nati onal Councils.

An NGO initiated agreenment to organize a civil society national council for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent forumin Asia as a parallel forumto the Asia-
Paci fi c Econonmi ¢ Cooperation Forum



d obal sustainability

More than 20 key organi zati ons have committed to conduct a w despread
consultation on the Earth Charter draft. An Earth Charter Comm ssion has
been established and a draft Earth Charter prepared for review and

consul tati on.

Participants affirned the priority that must be accorded to elimnate the
dire debilitating poverty that continues to afflict so many of the world's
people and to the incorporation of specific measures to ensure this
priority in sustainable devel opnent policies and practices.

Agenda 21 for the travel and tourismindustry, affirmed by the Wrld Trave
and Tourism Council, in collaboration with the World Tourism Organi zati on
and the Earth Council, was endorsed by workshop participants.

The Worl d Federation of Engi neering O ganizations pledged to integrate and
support sustai nabl e devel opnent principles in acconplishing their work
This compl enented their report on the engineers' response to sustainable
devel opnent.

An ener gy non-governmental organization, Energy 21, produced in-depth
research supporting the vital role sustainable energy use nust play in
achieving sustainability. It also initiated a canpaign for 1 mllion
communities worldwi de to inprove energy efficiency by at |east 25 per cent
or to substitute environmentally friendly solutions for conventiona
energy, by the year 2001.

The Worl d Busi ness Council for Sustainable Devel opnment sunmarized its
actions to inplement sustainability in the report Signals of Change:

Busi ness Progress Towards Sustainable Devel opnent. In addition, a

menor andum of agreement between the Wirld Busi ness Council for Sustainable
Devel opnent and the United Nations Devel opnent Programme was signed.

Affirmation by the International Road Transport Union of the conmtment of
its menbers to a sustainabl e devel opnent charter based on Agenda 21

Affirmation of civil society support for the United Nations Environnent
Programme as a basis for a strengthened world environnmental organization
within the United Nations with a status equivalent to an internationa
econom ¢ and trade organi zati on

Affirmati on of the value and inportance of continuing, on a periodic basis,
gl obal consultations anmong civil society actors for sustainabl e devel opnent
buil ding on the Rio +5 Forum and the proposal nmade by the Mayor of R o de
Janeiro for the establishment of a Rio forum

Initiation of discussions on an onbudsnan-|i ke function for sustainable
devel opnent based on an in-depth study tabled at the Forum
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MANAG NG SYSTEMS FOR SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

Recomrendat i ons

At the |local |eve

Soci al devel opnent

Make the links clear between health, poverty eradication and sustai nable
devel opnent strategies within the | ocal Agenda 21 process.

Ensure the affordability of basic services, including energy, water and
transportati on, and use econom c instrunments to di scourage the wasteful and
unsust ai nabl e use of these resources.

Fund participatory research to define and clarify sustainabl e devel opnent
and identify social, econom c and environnental problens and responses at
the conmunity | evel

Devel op | ocal strategies to assist mgrants, the urban poor and ot her
mar gi nal i zed groups to adapt thenselves to their new urban environnents.

Integrate science and traditional and indi genous know edge for |oca
managemnment of sustai nabl e devel opnent.

Create a social devel opment fund

Est abl i sh nechani sns to involve youth at the school, nei ghbourhood and

| ocal government level to contribute new ideas to the governnent process
whi | e educati ng young peopl e about their social and environnenta
responsibilities.

Fund nmass nedia canpai gns to pronote responsi ble consunpti on and
sustainable living to counteract advertising that stresses consunerism as
synonynous with devel opment, progress and achi evenent.

Devel op new et hodol ogies to identify comon interests as an alternative to
solving problens in an adversarial way.

Ecosystens and natural resources

I nvol ve comunity organi zations in the managenent of national parks and
ot her protected areas.

Support | ocal people to carry out biodiversity inventories and renunerate
the hol ders of traditional know edge for their collaboration in protection
and sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity.

Moni t or and publicize | ocal sources of pollution.

Create nulti-stakehol der bodies for |ocal |and-use planning, including a
nmoni tori ng and eval uati on conponent, and link this to planning at the
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nati onal level particularly in natural resource areas such as mning,
forestry, fisheries and agriculture.

Seek out new opportunities for community-nmanaged sustai nabl e ecotouri sm
ensuring that the local inhabitants receive a significant share of the
benefits. |Inplement Agenda 21 for travel and tourism

Use non-governmental organizations to channel governnent and external donor
fundi ng, including national and international philanthropy, into |oca
devel opnent progranmes.

Focus muni ci pal devel opnent progranme assi stance on capacity-buil ding for
muni ci pal finance.

Devel op small mcro and nmedi umsized enterprise credit progranmes including
m cro-credit banks based on indi genous knowl edge, with private, public and
donor funding that supports econom cally and environnental ly viable

m cro-projects at the community | evel

Devel op nmechani sns to encourage business to reinvest in |ocal communities.

Ensure consunmer protection and establish | egal nechanisns to make
institutions liable for the environmental damages that they cause |ocally.

Strengt hen the financing and revenue-generating capacities of |oca
gover nnent s.

Ener gy

Establish international protocols anmong | ocal governnments for energy
efficiency and waste mnim zation.

Canmpaign for 1 mllion communities worldw de to inprove energy efficiency
by at |east 25 per cent.

Strengt hen the financing and revenue-generating capacities of |oca
gover nnent s.

Agriculture

Create partnershi ps between small-scale farmers, wonen producers and | oca
organi zations to achi eve sustainable agriculture and food security and
encour age diversity of |ocal production.

Ref ocus agriculture subsidies to provide incentives for sustainable
agriculture practices and to di scourage hi gh-input farmng

Devel op programmes to ensure that |ocal and community producers receive a
fair share of the proceeds of regional and international trade.
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Build capacity for subsidies and small-scale farmers, particularly wonmen
producers, to enhance their opportunities for achieving sustainable
l'ivelihoods, including access to credit.

Revi ew and revise |ocal |and-use controls in order to protect agricultura
| ands and assets.

Sci ence and technol ogy

Form Nort h- Sout h and Sout h- South community partnerships within the context
of local Agenda 21 strategies to share uni que know edge and technol ogi es of
all cultures and societies.

Hunan settl enents

Integrate the Habitat Agenda into | ocal Agenda 21 action plans.

Desi gn, build and renew sustainable habitats with services such as access
to clean water and primary health care.

Establish | ocal recycling and solid liquid waste m ninm zation progranmres.
Change parking and tax policies to favour the use of public transport and
an increase in the use of |owenission vehicles in the transport of goods

wi thin and between cities.

Encour age partnershi ps between Governnents at all levels with civi
soci ety.

Support wonen's role in human settl enents, devel opnment and managenent.
Support the provisions of micro-lending for shelter inprovenent.

Support nore equitable access to |land to enable the poor to participate in
the creation of their own shelter

Ext end basic urban services to informal settlenents.
Support capacity-buil ding and techni cal assistance.

Establish and nmonitor |ocal targets for environnental health in cities and
towns, especially in |owincone areas.

Informati on and comruni cati on

Enabl e communities to take advantage of information and communi cation
technol ogies in order to achieve | ocal sustainable devel opment goal s.

Establ i sh networks for the dissem nation of effective policies,
t echnol ogi es and approaches to | ocal sustainable devel opnent.
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. Make an inventory of sustainable devel opment success stories and use | ocal
media to publicize them

. Col l ect conmplete technical and financial information about ongoi ng
conmunity projects in a data bank and nake it available to | oca
aut horities, conmunity groups and non-governnental organizations |ooking to
start their own sustainable devel opnent projects or programes.

. Use mass nedi a progranmi ng and advertising in campaigns to raise public
awar eness about sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

United Nations agencies, the Wrld Bank, bilateral donors/philanthropy
foundati ons and the Earth Council should prepare a project to undertake an
integrated review in selected countries of |ocal, subnational and national |ega
and fiscal frameworks in order to support the inplenmentation of |oca
sust ai nabl e devel opnent strategi es.

At the national |eve

Ecosystens and natural resources

. Shift taxation fromincomes and payrolls to overuse of natural resources to
fill budget shortfalls and nove societies towards frill-cost pricing and
ecol ogi cal |y sound corporate and individual behaviour

. I ncor porate ecol ogi cal footprint approach as natural capital accounts to
conpl emrent gross domestic product, docunenting ecol ogi cal risks and soci al
equity.

. Use a pl anni ng approach that |inks environnent and devel opnent; conduct

environnental inpact assessnents to determ ne sustainability of projects at
the national |evel.

. Devel op nmul ti-agency programres to address specific environmenta
chal | enges.

Econom c devel opnent and financial systens

. Ref or m economi ¢ i ncentive/subsidi es that pronote unsustai nabl e practices,
especially in energy, water, road transport and agriculture.

. El i m nate wasteful and/or harnful subsidies and incentives.

. Adopt a set of uniformsustainability indicators at the national |evel,
e.g., Bellagio principles, as the key elenents of a project's credit
anal ysi s.

. Mobi i ze national and international philanthropy and charitable

organi zations in support of sustainable devel opnment.
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Set up nechanisns to facilitate access of non-governnental organizations,
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons and | ocal authorities to avail able nationa
and international funding sources.

Promote win-win strategies by investing in people, particularly wonen, to
pronmote efficient use of resources.

Create national environnmental funds using governmnent-backed bonds.

Tax individuals and industry based on the size of their greenhouse gas
emi ssi ons.

Soci al devel opnent

I nt egrate sustainabl e devel opnent principles in national education
curricula at all levels, identify and support progranmes for incorporating
sustai nabl e Iivelihoods into mainstream enpl oynent priorities.

I nvol ve consuners in certification of the environmental quality of products

and bring civil society inputs into the setting of national standards for
certification.

Create and admi nister a national people's Earth fund to serve as a centra
conduit, perform ng supportive functions and pronoting an exchange of
mut ual assi stance among simlar conmmunity-level friends.

Col l ect statistics for early warning of environnental health probl ens.

Identify and publicize national sources of persistent organic pollutants
and ot her toxic dangers.

I ncl ude the concept of sustainable devel opnment in negotiations on socia
security and enpl oynent.

I ncorporate | and and gender into national policy structures.

Ener gy

Rai se fossil fuel prices to reflect the frill cost of problens caused by
nmotor vehicles, e.g., pollution, accidents and congestion

Suppress asynmmetrical subsidies, soft |oans, tax breaks and ot her
i ncentives for conventional and nucl ear fuels.

I ncl ude external costs in planning for any energy investnent.

Shift towards environmental ly safe, efficient and cost-effective energy
sources using, in particular, renewable and cl ean technol ogi es.

| mpl enment energy-efficiency programes together with all supply-side
i nvest nment .
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Negotiate a legally binding agreenent at Kyoto in Decenber 1997 to address
the threat of climte change, including clear and viable targets and
ti metabl es for the reduction of carbon di oxi de em ssions.

Sci ence and technol ogy

Set up a database for results of past research on science and technol ogy
for sustainabl e devel opnent.

Renove i npedi nents to the sharing of environmentally superior technol ogies
and build capacity for technol ogi cal adaptation

Create environmental technol ogy investnent corporations.

Hunan settl enents

Devel op | owcost and integrated housi ng programes offering |long-term
credit to famlies and interest rates |ower than the market and according
to famly incone.

Encour age better governance and managenent of human settl enments.

Encour age the devel opnent and use of local building materials.

Encour age the devel opnent of best practices and enabl e the sharing of
successful experiences.

Encour age the devel opnent of indicators and benchmarks to allow for the
nmoni toring and eval uati on of projects.

Informati on and comruni cati on

Invest in the Internet capacity as the nost econom cal way of narrow ng the
i nformati on gap between rich and poor

Use the Internet and mass nedia progranm ng and advertising in canpaigns to
rai se public awareness about sustainabl e devel opment.

Rei nforce civil society's |eadership role in the effective use of
i nformati on and conmmuni cati on technol ogy for sustainable devel opnment.

At the regional |eve

Ecosystens and natural resources

Enter partnerships to interpret and apply gl obal environmental accords in
t he regi onal context.

Strengt hen environmental standards and ensure their effective
i npl enent ati on throughout a region
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Take a bioregional approach to ecosystem nmanagenent, especially for
critical transboundary issues |ike water and nomadi c |ivestock systens.

Econom c devel opnent and financial systens

Research and publicize the adverse inpact of regional trade agreenments and
ensure effective people's participatory decision-naking, transparency and
effective monitoring of all aspects of regional trade and investnent.

| mpose effective constraints, including a code of conduct, on the
operations of transnational corporations to ensure their accountability and
responsibility to the people of the region

Ensure that regional trade agreenments have the nandate and institutiona
mechani sns t o ensure sustai nabl e devel opnent .

Create a rural wonen's fund supported by the African Devel opnent Bank and
the Inter-Arab Bank.

Consol i date regional planning in relation to the pardon and/ or exchange of
debt negotiated in previous agreenents, particularly the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries Debt Initiative which permts an 80 per cent reduction in
debt if sustainable devel opnent is undertaken

At the global |eve

I mprove the effectiveness of the inplenmentation of gl obal accords through
education, training and enhanced access to information

Use clear and precise |language in international agreenents to avoid
anbiguity in interpretation and the resultant delay in inplenentation.

Support quality environnental journalismto strengthen inplenentation of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent gl obal accords.

Strengt hen col | aborati on anong devel opi ng and i ndustrialized country
non- gover nnent al organi zations for inplenmentation of sustainable
devel opnent gl obal accords.

Eli m nate duplication of programres and activities anong internationa
secretariats for sustainable devel opment gl obal accords.

Focus attention on climate change mitigation as a priority by calling upon
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimte Change for a
20 per cent reduction in carbon dioxide em ssions by 2005 for

i ndustrialized countries (from 1990 |levels). Those countries should al so

adopt financial mechani snms for greenhouse gas offsets.

Assess efforts by the O ganisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent
to adopt a nultilateral agreenment on investnent with a view to ensuring
that new rules for pronoting foreign direct investnment do not underm ne



-17-

| egitimate environnental and sustai nabl e devel opment policies at the
nati onal, regional and international |evels.

Pronot e sust ai nabl e devel opnment i npact assessnents by coalitions of
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and i ndustry of the inplenmentation and
further el aboration of the General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade.

Ensure that the social and econom c benefits associated with the

i npl enent ati on of the Convention on Biological Diversity are directed
towards the world's poor and to the creation of genetic banks, particularly
in situ, for future generations.

Conduct public consultation with regard to the | ocal and internationa
i mplications of inplenenting international agreements and accords.

Hol d an annual international forumat the United Nations to facilitate the
genui ne participation of civil society, Governnments and business to review
and nonitor progress in the inplenentation of Agenda 21

Support and contribute to the inplenentation of the recomendati ons of the
maj or United Nations conferences.

I nternational agencies

Ensure participation of representatives of civil society as observers and
provi ders of expertise in the policy-making institutions of the Wrld Trade
Organi zati on and the Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent.

Ensure that Wrld Trade Organi zation rules pronote and do not underm ne
| egiti mate environnental and sustainabl e devel opment policies at the
nati onal, regional and international levels, including trade-rel ated
measures in multilateral environmental agreenents.

Expand and strengthen the role of the United Nations Environnent Progranme
to pronote the coherent inplenmentation and nonitoring of the environmenta
di mensi ons of sustainable devel opnent within the United Nations system and
reassess the roles of the United Nations Environnment Programre and the
United Nations Devel opment Programme in environnental technol ogy and
capaci ty-bui |l di ng.

Take urgent action to ensure the financial security of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranmme and to resolve the current governance crisis.

Trade and finance

Create partnershi ps between non-governnental organizations and nati ona
Governnents to nonitor and evaluate the Iink between sustainable
devel opnent and gl obal trade, particularly Wrld Trade O ganization issues.

Establ i sh an intergovernmental panel in trade under the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent .
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Devel op and adopt codes of conduct for international business that include
a conmtment to conduct all operations openly and to the strictest
standards they encounter in any country.

Seek new financial mechani sms to support sustainabl e devel opnent
objectives, e.g., tradable permts, taxes on financial transactions (Tobin
tax), and taxes on fuel used in all international aviation, including
mlitary.

Increase official devel opment assistance to 0.7 per cent of gross nationa
product and nmonitor flows to ensure conpatibility with Agenda 21 mandates

Direct existing and enhanced | evels of funding towards sustainable
devel opnent obj ectives, including robust repleni shnment of the d oba
Environnent Facility and the International Devel opnent Association and
financing the United Nations Devel opment Programme's Capacity 21

Revi ew mandates of international organizations to ensure their consistency.



