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Addendum

V. SUMVARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE

C. Progress in the inplenentation of the
new directions strategy for technica
cooperation anong devel opi ng countries

1. Many del egations reiterated their full commtnment to the new directions
strategy for TCDC endorsed by the High-level Commttee in its decision 9/2
adopted at its ninth session in 1995. One del egation noted that the new
directions provided a new boost to TCDC and served as a "phil osophi cal conpass”
for the inplenmentation of TCDC in the current international econonic and
political climte. |In that regard, a |arge nunber of del egations supported

cl oser operational integration between TCDC and ECDC. Anot her del egati on noted
that TCDC was not nmerely a nodality of cooperation, but also a phil osophy of
self-help and a neans to enpowernent of the South, and was part of a |arger
devel opnent paradi gminvol ving national devel opnent efforts and establishing
appropriate international synergies.

2. A nunber of del egations reported on their TCDC activities relating to the
i mpl ementation of the new directions strategy. On the one hand, sone

del egations, particularly those representing countries in East, South-East and
South Asia, Latin Anerica and Africa, with relatively large bilateral TCDC
programes offered to other devel oping countries, provided information on the
different types of TCDC activities they had inplenmented with other devel opi ng
countries, both in their region and in other regions.
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3. On the other hand, a nunber of del egations pointed to continuing
constraints that had hanpered full inplenentation of the new directions

strategy. One critical constraint had been the | ack of adequate financia
resources, both from national budgets and fromtraditional sources of
devel opnent assistance to support TCDC activities and another was the

i nef fective functioning of TCDC national focal points.

4. The concept of pivotal countries, expounded by the new directions strategy,
featured in the debate. A nunber of del egati ons sought clarification on the
speci al arrangenments contenpl ated by the Special Unit for TCDC to assist the

pi votal countries to serve as catalysts for further pronotion and application of
TCDC. One del egation suggested a neeting of the selected pivotal countries in
order to clarify the position and prepare an action plan

5. Many del egati ons comended the establishnent of the Trust Fund for South-
Sout h Cooperation and hoped that it would neet a part of the resource gap that
i nhibited greater TCDC and ECDC. They appeal ed for increased contributions to
the Trust Fund by donor countries as well as by nore advanced devel opi ng
countri es.

6. Sone del egations reported that the |ack of access to information on

capaci ties of other devel oping countries and the |ack of know edge of TCDC
nechani sns were inportant constraints that need to be overcone in order to
realize fully the potential of TCDC. |In that connection, a nunber of

del egations al so requested the United Nati ons devel opnment systemto assist them
in a nore proactive manner in integrating TCDC into the devel opnent activities
supported by the agencies and organi zati ons.

7. Sone del egati ons commended the United Nations agencies that had supported
TCDC activities through access to information and TCDC fundi ng schenes. The
Special Unit for TCDC was commended for its catalytic financial support for TCDC
activities in many areas of priority of developing countries. It was
particularly encouraged to continue its efforts in expanding the information on
capacities of developing countries contained in the TCDC Information Referra
System (I NRES) and its plan to develop a nmulti-di mensi onal TCDC dat abase to
contain information on experts, centres of excellence and successful and
replicabl e TCDC experi ences and best practices in the agreed areas of focus.

8. A nunber of del egations supported the expansion of triangular cooperation
arrangenents. It was specifically suggested that regional and internationa
financial devel opnent institutions should also participate in the triangular
cooperation arrangenents. Many were of the view that this formof cooperation
offered real possibilities in addressing their devel opment priorities.

9. Sone del egations recalled that TCDC or Sout h-South cooperation involved an
i mportant principle of shared cost by the devel opi ng countries thensel ves.

| npl enentati on of South-South cooperation in its many forns was ultimately the
responsi bility of the devel oping countri es.

10. Finally, some del egations expressed the view that it would be useful if
sone further guidelines were provided to devel oping countries on inplenenting
new di rections strategy and dissenmnating themw dely to all concerned. Such
gui delines mght include a definition of roles by Governnents, non-governmenta
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organi zations, the private sector and the United Nations devel opment system and
an indication of all possible sources of funds.

D. Case studies of technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countri es experiences

11. In keeping with the decision of the H gh-level Conmttee at its ninth
session, the Special Unit for TCDC, in consultation with the Bureau of the
Conmittee at its ninth session, invited a nunber of countries and

i ntergovernmental organizations to prepare and present case studies on their
experiences in inplenenting TCDC to the Conmittee at its tenth session.

12. Accordingly, the Latin American Econom c System (SELA) and eight countri es,
nanel y, Bangl adesh, Brazil, Chile, China, Senegal, Tunisia, Turkey and the
United Republic of Tanzania, made presentations of their experiences on TCDC to
the Hi gh-level Commttee at its tenth session. The main issues and
reconmendati ons that enmerged fromthe presentations of the case studies are
sumari zed bel ow.

13. Al though nost devel opi ng countries had had | ong-standing bilateral TCDC
relations, in the wake of recent trends towards gl obalization, TCDC was

i ncreasingly being recogni zed as an inportant instrunent for enabling countries
of the South to participate effectively in the newy energing gl obal order

14. The case studies indicated that devel opi ng countries had sought to pronote
a genui ne sense of interdependence anong thensel ves in the understandi ng that
each country had resources and capacities to offer as well as needs to be
satisfied by others. In respect of such problens as poverty, unenployment and
i ndebt edness faced by many devel oping countries, the studies showed that nmany
countries had taken the initiative to fornmulate clear policies and appropriate
institutional arrangements in order to ensure a coordi nated approach to those
problems within the framework of TCDC

15. It was enphasized that national focal points played a decisive role in the
success or failure of TCDC. In Latin Anerica the national focal points
regularly coordinated their policies and programes on a regional basis and that
had contributed significantly to the pronotion of TCDC in the region

16. Wiile stressing the need for self-reliance and solidarity in harnessing the
capacities that existed anong devel oping countries, nost of the case studies
acknow edged that TCDC was a conplenentary instrument rather than a substitute
for North-South cooperation. Therefore, Bangl adesh, Senegal, Turkey and ot her
countries favoured broad-based partnerships that included triangular relations
with traditional donors and devel oping countri es.

17. Presentations by Brazil, China, Tunisia and Turkey, indicated that the nore
advanced devel opi ng countries had becorme an inportant factor in the emerging
TCDC part nershi ps.

18. It was recogni zed that the pronotion of devel opment cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries needed to be made nore inclusive by encouragi ng cl oser
col I aborati on between CGovernments, the private sector and the non-governnenta
organi zati on community.
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19. Recognizing the decline in official devel opnment assistance, a number of
countries called for innovative approaches to resource nobilization anong
devel opi ng countries. For exanple, China and Turkey had nade plans to poo
resources by working jointly in organizing workshops and sem nars on personne
managenent and public adm nistration for the benefit of other devel oping
countries. For its part, Brazil had a new nechanismto support TCDC in the form
of a cooperation fund designed to benefit States nenbers of the O ganization of
Anerican States (OAS) that sought Brazilian technical cooperation.

20. The case studies suggested that, as nore devel opi ng countries becane
providers of expertise to other countries in the South, the inportance of
triangul ar cooperation had become all the nore salient in South-South
cooperation. For exanple, France had contributed financial assistance to enable
Senegal to provide French | anguage teachers to Gabon and Seychel l es.

21. Turkey conmended the FAO approach to the use of experts from devel opi ng
countries while Brazil reported having used that nodel successfully in various
projects on agriculture, forestry and fishing.

22. It was recommended that the TCDC nodality should be integrated in the

t echni cal cooperation progranmes of the United Nations system To that end,

Tur key proposed that closer collaboration should be forged between national TCDC
focal points and UNDP country offices. |t was al so suggested that UNDP projects
of selected countries that were ongoing or awaiting approval should be revi ewed
with a viewto identifying the need for experts and training that could be net
by utilizing capacities in developing countries. |t was al so recomended t hat
practical steps be taken to nake TCDC the preferred nodality in operationa
activities of UNDP. That could be done by instituting a series of operationa
guidelines: (a) the decision to use the TCDC nodality should be taken at the
tinme of preparing country progranmes; (b) TCDC should be inscribed as an item
under all major conponents of any project; and (c) the approval procedure for
every programre or project should specifically ascertain the applicability of
the TCDC nodality.

23. Many countries stressed the need to concentrate devel opnment efforts on
strategi c areas that could have a significant inpact on the devel opnent
prospects of devel oping countries. |In that regard, nost case studi es enphasized
trade and investnent, debt, economi c managenent, environment, poverty
alleviation, small and nedi umsi zed enterprises, technology transfer, enploynent
creation and the coordi nation of macroeconomni cs policy.

24. It was enphasi zed that capacities and needs-mat chi ng exercises supported by
TCDC shoul d continue to be denand driven. Mreover it was recomended that the
Special Unit for TCDC should continue to nonitor the inplenmentation of the
agreenents concluded anong countries participating in such exercises.

25. The case studies on a select nunber of countries and organi zations provi ded
a useful opportunity for the sharing of TCDC experiences in the context of the
del i berations of the H gh-level Committee. The presentations were al so wel coned
as an inportant innovation in the organization of the work of the Committee.



