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On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith a letter dated 22 April 1997 from M. Tariqgq Aziz, the Deputy Prinme
M ni ster, containing the comments of the Iraqi side on the senm -annual report of
t he Speci al Conm ssion submitted to the Security Council on 11 April 1997
(S/1997/301).

| should be grateful if you would have the letter of the Deputy Prinme
M nister circulated as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

Not es

! Received by the Secretariat on 8 May 1997.
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Annex

Letter dated 22 April 1997 fromthe Deputy Prine M nister of
lraqg addressed to the President of the Security Counci

After careful study of the sem -annual report dated 11 April 1997 subnitted
by the Special Comm ssion, | consider it necessary to clarify some of the itens
it dealt with, in order to avoid the inappropriate inpressions which the report
may give of those itens, their inplications and the overall picture of the
current state of inplenmentation of section C of Security Council resolution
687 (1991).

| should like to point out that we do not normally conment on the reports
of the Special Conm ssion and that our comments on this report are intended to
give a clearer and nore precise picture of the reality of the situation, and not
to provoke a dispute with the Special Conm ssion

The Special Comm ssion's report has been issued at a point nmarking six
years since its work in Irag began, which gives an indication as to the state
and true nature of the inplenentation of Security Council resolution 687 (1991),
particul arly paragraph 22 thereof, and as to Iraq' s expectations under the
provi sions of the resolution.

The established facts, after six years of work by the Special Conm ssion,
are as foll ows:

1. There are no proscri bed weapons, nor conponents for or neans to manufacture
them in Irag. No proscribed activities are going on. The references nade by

t he Special Conmm ssion to the possible existence of sone renaining probl ens,

al t hough slight, are nerely unconfirmed suspicions and suppositions.

2. The nonitoring system has been in continuous operation since August 1994
and covers the whole country, and there are currently 333 observation posts.

The report notes the nunmber of inspections carried out by the Special Comm ssion
and the International Atom c Energy Agency (lAEA) under this system

3. The export/inmport nonitoring mechani smhas been operational since May 1996

4. There has been genui ne and intensive cooperation with the Specia
Commi ssi on t hrough:

(a) the joint progranmme of action of 22 June 1996; and

(b) the generous provision of human and material resources, as required,
to facilitate the work of the Special Comm ssion and | AEA

These are, very briefly, the basic facts concerning the status of
i mpl ement ation of section C of Security Council resolution 687 (1991).
Unfortunately, however, the report fails to present themclearly or in such a
way as to do justice to Irag's achievenments. The basic facts have been subsuned
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in a mass of detail and a tendency to selectivity in choosing and insisting on
certain details.

We have further noted that when the report refers to problens of a
practical nature, it does not deal with themin the appropriate context, thereby
giving an inexact inpression of the situation. The Special Conm ssion issues
pronouncenments on lraq' s intentions based on nere suppositions or expectations.

We shall now proceed to deal systematically with some of the points raised
in the report:

1. A fundanental concern is that the report, with no respect for the precision
expected of the Special Comm ssion, confuses past events with those occurring
subsequent to the agreement on the joint programme of action of 22 June 1996
Thi s programme praised the excellent relationship between Irag and the Specia
Commi ssion and the success of joint action in solving the problens which had
arisen during the operation, neking genuine progress in elimnating mssiles and
chem cal weapons and reachi ng agreenent on a nethod of work to close the

bi ol ogi cal weapons file. Such a confusion is not objective and will give
Counci| menbers an erroneous picture of the situation. There is a clear
contradiction in the report between the picture of earlier events conveyed by
the report and the conclusions reached by the same report, which refer to
progress, a positive and constructive relationship and the resol ution of
difficulties.

2. In paragraph 7, the report states that, since spring 1996, the Comm ssion
has carried out a series of unprecedented inspections ained at detecting the

al | eged conceal nent mechani sm and getting access to proscri bed weapons and

nmat éri el, production tools and rel ated docunents. It stresses that these

i nspections have not reveal ed any proscribed itens. Nevertheless, it is
unfortunate that, regardless of the Iragi Governnent's nunerous affirnmations,
the nost recent of which was nade at the discussions held with the Chairnman of
the Special Conmmssion from3 to 5 April 1997, that there are no conceal ed
proscri bed weapons, conponents or capabilities and that events which took place
in the past were nmerely isolated and exceptional actions taken by Hussein Kanal
and his group, not State-directed policy, the Special Conm ssion continues to
circulate clains of alleged conceal nent.

3. There is a clear tendency in the report to exaggerate and inflate the role
of the Special Conmi ssion and play down the role of Iraq and its cooperation in
nmaki ng progress. It is axiomatic that the Special Conm ssion cannot carry out
its nmandate pursuant to section C of Security Council resolution 687 (1991)

wi thout the active and w de-rangi ng cooperation of the Iraqi side. |t should be
noted that hundreds of Iragi officials of every rank have been working to neet
the requirements of the Special Comm ssion over the past six years. Further to
t hese requirenents, we have nade exceptionally generous resources and facilities
available in the very difficult circunstances resulting fromthe continuing
enbar go i nposed on Iraq since August 1990.

4. Unfortunately, the report also neglects to nention the fundanental and
effective role played by Iraq in providing the Special Conmm ssion with
i nformation and docunents which have helped it to put together a clear picture

/...
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of earlier programmes. The report conveys the inpression that all these

devel opnents were achi eved through the efforts of the Comm ssion's inspector
whereas the established facts show that, particularly after 1992, the mpjority
of docunents and informati on were obtained by the Special Comm ssion as a result
of Iraqi initiatives and cooperation with the Conm ssion and joint action, not
as a result of the inspection operation

5. The statenent nade in paragraph 55 of the "Concl usions" section of the
report ("requires ... lraq's |leadership...") is preposterous. |t has been
affirmed in all the meetings held with the Chairman of the Special Comm ssion
since August 1995, the nobst recent being from3 to 5 April 1997, that Iraq does
not possess and is not concealing any proscribed weapons or the conponents for
any proscribed weapons. | have requested the Chairman of the Special Conm ssion
to confirmthis assertion on behalf of the Iraqi Governnent and to informthe
Security Council accordingly. This reference in the report is absurd and shoul d
not appear.

6. Concerning deliberate concealnent, it is perfectly clear fromclosely
reading the report itself that the degree of obscurity and the nunber of areas
that are unclear to the Special Conm ssion in the weapons files have been
steadily decreasing since work began in accordance with the programe of action
of 22 June 1996. This nuch is clear fromthe conclusion of the report,
particularly in regard to mssile and chemcal activities, thereby indicating
that the approach of joint action and professionalismis the correct one for
arriving at the facts and consequently closing the files in accordance with the
requi renents of section C of Security Council resolution 687 (1991), as opposed
to the approach of making accusations and assunptions whi ch are unsubstanti at ed
by concrete evidence. |In this connection, we are struck by paragraph 55 (in the
"Concl usi ons" section), which refers unspecifically to "renaining problens".
Its portrayal of these problens, however, as being such that they cannot be

sol ved through a technical process only and as requiring a najor politica
solution is incorrect and contradicts the conclusion drawn in paragraph 46 that
not much i s unknown about Iraq's proscribed capabilities. |n our estimation
this conclusion is based on the assunptions contained in paragraph 47 and on
political allegations hostile to Iraq.

7. I n paragraph 53, we find that the Special Conm ssion has, w thout |ega
basis, begun to interpret the requirements of paragraph 22 in a manner contrary
to the provisions of Security Council resolution 687 (1991), which are strictly
connected with Iraq's fulfilment of its obligations, having indicated that it
woul d not be able to report under that paragraph in view of the fact that third
States have failed to provide the Commi ssion with information for verification
pur poses.

8. We categorically refute the content of paragraph 26, to the effect that the
| ast six months have seen a pattern of efforts to restrict nonitoring
activities. In this connection, our position is strengthened and t hat

al |l egation contradicted by the tremendous nunber of nonitoring activities in the
chemcal field (referred to in para. 20 of the appendi x), amounting to 550

i nspections, and in the field of mssiles (para. 34 of the appendix), armounting
to 250 inspections during this period. |In addition, 86 sites are under regul ar
nonitoring by the Conmm ssion's resident biological teans at the Baghdad
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Moni toring and Verification Centre (para. 9). Neither should we forget to
mention the intensive activities of the export/inmport nonitoring group, which
are continuing normally (paras. 34, 35 and 36).

9. We cannot but express our disquiet over the accusation in paragraph 27 that
the National Mnitoring Directorate has mani pul ated the nonitoring declarations
presented by facilities, so that they are msleading. W note that the
accusation is nmade in a general fashion and avoids any nention of the nunber of
i nstances and their proportion in relation to the nunber of nonitoring
operations conducted during the previous period. The fact is that this
reference concerns one or two instances which occurred as a result of a

t ypographical error or a |lack of understanding on the part of certain workers at
the sites included in the nonitoring of the procedures of the Nationa
Monitoring Directorate. W would also point out that it is inpossible in a
short time to nake a full inventory of the dual -use equipment in the country,
particularly if taking into account those pieces of such equi pment which are
spent or inoperational.

10. Paragraph 31 of the report discusses the Chilean helicopter flight
operations and the problens which arose. Wile we acknow edge that these
problens did actually occur, they did so on no nore than three occasions in the
course of over 1,000 flight hours of the said Chilean crew, bearing in mnd that
t he Special Conm ssion has been carrying out aerial reconnai ssance using

hel i copters since 1992 and that only a few probl ens have been recorded in five
years. |lrag is at pains to ensure the safety and security of the helicopter
flights of the Special Comm ssion. At the regular neeting, these problens were
di scussed constructively and both parties arrived at solutions to them even

t hough we al so had certain coments to make. The Chairnan of the Specia
Commi ssi on expressed synpathy with those comments and the difficulties were
resol ved during the neeting by neans of proposals nade by the lIraqi side. W
are therefore surprised that these incidents are discussed in a provocative
manner in the report and treated as if they were intended to restrict the
activities of the Special Comm ssion

11. Paragraph 27 of the report refers to the discovery of several hundred

pi eces of dual -use equipnent. In explanation, we can state that this equipnent
exists in various hospitals and universities and was not declared by the persons
concerned in those establishments, as they did not think that they were required
to do so. This is because they did not have an accurate grasp of the nonitoring
pl an and of the equi pment which it included, particularly since, during the nost
recent period, the Special Comm ssion issued an amended copy of the technica
appendi ces to the nonitoring plan annexed to Security Council resolution

715 (1991). It should be pointed out that this equipnment was not found in any
factory or production facility.

12. W note with concern the |inkage made between the absence of sone
docunent ati on connected with the |ater phase of the chem cal weapons programe
(para. 17 of the appendix) and the effectiveness of the nonitoring regime. This
I i nkage is not objective and can have no practical justification. Paragraph 18
of the appendi x confirms that an unfavourabl e analysis of intent has already
been made, the Special Comm ssion having concluded that the retention of
docunent ati on concerning the production of toxic chenical agents and commercia

/...
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contracts for the chem cal weapons progranme is for the purpose of resuning
proscri bed production. The Iraqi side has surrendered to the Special Comm ssion
t he docunentati on conceal ed by Hussein Kami| prior to August 1995 and has no

hi dden docunentation in its possession. Such reasoning also neglects the facts
relating to proscribed production, in the sense that the capabilities, raw
materi al s and equi prent nust be available in order for production to take place
that a rigorous and conprehensive nonitoring regime is also in place.
Concerning the overall question of docunentation, it has been asserted on
several occasions to the Chairman of the Special Conm ssion that the supply and
surrender of docunmentation to the Special Conm ssion serves Iraq' s objective of
having the files closed. |Iraq cannot therefore desist from furnishing the
Conmi ssion with the avail abl e docunmentation, as to do so would not be inits
interest.

13. Paragraph 16 of the report refers to other dual -use equipnment. This

equi prent is known to the Special Commi ssion and was not conceal ed fromit;

i ndeed, the types and nunbers of such equi prent have been specified at its
request. Simlarly, the nunmber and type of all pieces of analytical equipnment
have been decl ared, this being general equipnent used in |aboratories, factories
and universities that is subject to nonitoring by the Special Conm ssion

14. W draw attention to the significance of paragraph 46, which states that
the accunul ated effect of the work acconplished over the past six years is such
that not much is unknown about Iraq's retai ned proscribed weapons capabilities.
It is striking, therefore, that it is this unknown el enent that is overstated,
in paragraph 47, on the basis of a scenario of unrealistic theories and
assunptions that could not be further fromthe truth. |Iraq s decision to
relinqui sh weapons of mass destruction and ensure that it does not possess them
inthe future is clear cut.

(Signed) Tariq AZIZ
Deputy Prine M nister



