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Addendum

V. SUWARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE
A.  Overvi ew

1. The general debate was initiated by the Pernmanent Representative of the
United Republic of Tanzania to the United Nations, who spoke in his capacity as
Chairman of the Group of 77 and China at the United Nations. He stressed the

i ncreasing significance of TCDC as an effective mechanismfor facilitating the
exchange of experiences anong devel oping countries and for pronoting collective
action in support of their overall developnment as well as ensuring their
effective participation in the evol ving gl obal econony. He stated that with the
appar ent weakening of the conmtnent to devel opnment cooperation on the part of
the traditional partners, TCDC and Sout h- South cooperation represented the best
hope for the devel oping countries in the context of the energing gl obal order

al though it should not be seen as a substitute traditional devel opnent
cooperation. He highlighted sone of the TCDC achi evenents of the past 20 years.
He noted that, in general, the exchange of experiences anong devel opi ng
countries had denonstrated the efficiency, cost-effectiveness and rel evance of
TCDC as an instrunment of devel opnent cooperation. TCDC projects and programmes
had al so generated increasing inprovenent in national ownership in formulating,
i mpl ementing, nonitoring and eval uating devel opnment activities. There was a
growi ng awareness of the TCDC nodality and its potential and an increasing
commtnment to identifying priorities to enhance the effectiveness of that form
of cooperation. He noted, however, that structural and cultural rigidities and,
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nost inmportantly, the lack of financial resources had adversely affected the
progress in the utilization of the TCDC nodality.

2. He stated that the international comunity was slowy recognizing that the
future bel onged to Sout h- South cooperation and commended the Governnent of Japan
for its efforts to support such cooperation. He observed that it was
encouragi ng that both the South-South Conference on Trade, Finance and

I nvest ment, held at San José, Costa Rica, in January 1997, and the Conference of
Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the States nenbers of the Muvenent of
Non- Al i gned Countries, held at New Del hi in April 1997, had formul ated inportant
bl ueprints for action on the part of the devel oping countries, and indeed the
international community as a whole, in seeking to advance Sout h- Sout h
cooperati on.

3. He urged devel oped countries and the United Nations systemto increase
support for TCDC. He said that |ack of awareness and |ingering scepticism
regarding the efficacy of the TCDC nodality had prevented the optinma
utilization of the nodality.

4. He concl uded by advanci ng four specific proposals:

(a) He proposed the convening of a special one-day session of the H gh-
level Commttee in 1998, possibly during the General Assenbly, to comenorate
the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action

(b) He endorsed the proposal to hold a United Nations conference on Sout h-
Sout h cooperation to address, inter alia, the challenges presented by
gl obal i zati on;

(c) He urged that the separate identity of the Special Unit for TCDC
wi thin UNDP be maintained and that it be provided with adequate resources to
carry out its mandate and the new directions strategy;

(d) He reaffirmed the inportance of the role of the H gh-level Conmttee
and suggested the possible expansion of its nandate to include a review of ECDC

5. Most devel opi ng countries indicated their support for the views expressed
by the Pernmanent Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania to the United
Nations on behal f of the Goup of 77 and China

6. The representative of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the European
Union as well as Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Norway, Ronania and

Sl oveni a, stated that TCDC and Sout h- Sout h cooperation were inportant tools for
pronoti ng devel opment cooperation. He enphasized neverthel ess that the
responsibility for TCDC lay first and forenost with the devel oping countries

t hensel ves. Donor countries, therefore, needed to play a supportive role in
fostering the increased use of the TCDC nodality in devel opnent cooperation. He
expressed the view that activities at the regi onal and subregi onal |evel offered
good prospects for TCDC

7. He supported the concept of networking and stated that it provided a good
basis for solving common problenms. Internet accessibility could facilitate the
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di ssemi nation of relevant information and that it should be added to the |ist of
priorities for TCDC. Popul ation was seen as an issue of sonme strategic
significance because of its relevance to the achi evenment of sustainable human
devel opnent goals. Networking and the use of Internet facilities were al so seen
as emnently suitable for the application of TCDC, which could prove nore
fruitful than other forns of devel opnment cooperation

8. He drew attention to five inportant issues:

(a) TCDC should be integrated in the overall work of the United Nations
devel opnent agenci es;

(b) A regional approach to TCDC woul d increase the chances for successfu
cooperation, in view of simlarities of geography, |anguage and soci ocul tura
ci rcunst ances;

(c) The inpact of TCDC would increase if the funds available to United
Nati ons devel opnent agencies were to be used in a nore focused manner, rather
than spent on a large nunber of small projects with the risk of diluting their

i mpact ;

(d) Regional and subregional centres of UNFPA, |LO UN CEF, FAO and UNDP
shoul d be encouraged to harnonize their efforts and to work together nore
cl osely; and

(e) In order to nake the work of the High-level Conmittee nore productive
and interactive, consideration should be given to inproving its present fornat
and wor ki ng procedure.

9. There was general satisfaction anong del egations with the renewed interest
in TCDC in recent years, but it was recognized that the rich potential of the
nodality was far frombeing fully realized. The devel oping countries had nade
consi derabl e progress in establishing national focal points for TCDC and in
using the nodality, particularly in bilateral exchanges anong thensel ves.
However, in a nunber of countries, national TCDC policies were still not well
articulated nor was the TCDC nodality fully utilized as the preferred option in
devel opnent cooperation. Financial constraints and attitudinal barriers also
served as nmjor inpedinents to the expansion of the application of the TCDC
nodal ity.

10. Mbst del egations underscored the primary responsibility of the devel opi ng
countries in pronmoting and applying the TCDC nodality. Consequently, the main
responsibility for identifying appropriate partners, determ ning specific

net hods of cooperation and establishing achievable goals lay with the devel opi ng
countries thenselves. For that reason, they needed to set up interna

structures and procedures for ensuring that first consideration was given to
TCDC in formul ating technical cooperation progranmes, as is required by Econonic
and Social Council resolution 1992/ 41.

11. Mbst del egations recogni zed that in the context of globalization TCDC coul d
serve as a powerful force for ensuring the equitable participation of the
devel opi ng countries in the world econom ¢ system Devel oped countries were
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therefore urged to pronote TCDC and to provide financial support for its
application.

12. Most del egations wel coned the strategic thrust of the TCDC interventions
within the framework of the new directions strategy. The focus on high-priority
i ssues such as macroecononic policy, trade, investment, debt nanagenent,

enpl oynment creation, poverty eradication and the environnent was consi dered
essential for sustainable human devel opnent. |t was generally acknow edged t hat
such a focus woul d provide a major devel opnent boost to the devel opi ng
countries. Sone del egations suggested that informatics, popul ation dynam cs,
education and health care should al so receive increased attention in the context
of efforts to pronote TCDC

13. Mbst del egations supported triangul ar cooperation arrangenents and urged
donor country funding of such progranmes. It was felt that third-party funding
for TCDC woul d significantly expand the application of the nodality and that it
shoul d therefore be institutionalized. Sone delegations felt that the cost-

ef fecti veness of TCDC should be nore widely publicized in order to ensure that
it was better appreciated by the donors.

14. The increased use of information technol ogy was recogni zed by many

del egations as a powerful tool for promoting TCDC. In that context, the
conversion of TCDC-INRES into a multidinensional information systemwas warmy
wel coned. Information on successful exanples of TCDC projects would al so

contribute to increased awareness of the inportance of the nodality. Sone
del egations felt that Internet accessibility for the devel oping countries would
constitute a worthwhile investment for TCDC.

15. Mbst del egations supported the forging of a closer operational |inkage
bet ween TCDC and ECDC. Consequently, the need for TCDC to be nore thoroughly
integrated into the broader strategy of South-South cooperation was stressed.

16. Mbst del egations enphasi zed the inportance of involving the private sector
and non-governnental organizations in TCDC, since a broad base of support and
participation was necessary for TCDC to be effective. The increasing

i nvol venment of those new actors in TCDC activities was al so noted by nmany

del egations. The rel evance of the role of nass nedia in pronbting TCDC was al so
nmentioned in that context.

17. Many del egations referred to the marginalization of the |east devel oped
countries and the difficult econom c situation confronting them |In particular
concern was expressed regarding the difficult devel opnment problens and
chal l enges facing Africa. It was proposed that special attention be given to
ways to enabl e those countries to benefit from TCDC

18. Mbst del egations stressed the need to maintain the Special Unit for TCDC as
a separate unit within UNDP and for the Unit to be provided with adequate
resources to enable it to carry out its mandate. Most del egations wel comed t he
establishment of the Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation and urged donors to
provi de generous contributions to the Fund.
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19. One of the special features of the general debate in the High-leve
Committee was the effort to pronote a nore interactive pattern of exchange anbng
del egations by inviting comrents on issues raised in the statenents of the
various del egations. One of the issues that was raised during the exchange was
t he nmeani ng of Sout h- South cooperation and the term nol ogy used to denote its
various aspects. South-South cooperation was considered to be the generic
concept of which TCDC and ECDC were two integrally related elenments. |t was
expl ai ned that TCDC i nvol ved the exchange of technical expertise, training and

t he pooling of technical resources anpong devel opi ng countries, whereas ECDC
referred to w der econom c cooperation arrangenents. Another inportant exchange
that took place during the debate related to the integration of TCDC in the
techni cal cooperation programmes of the United Nations devel opnent system It
was agreed that the Special Unit should continue to nmonitor the mainstreani ng of
TCDC in all progranmmes of the system The need for increased assistance to the
| east devel oped countries in the context of TCDC al so featured in the exchange.
Finally, it was proposed that consideration mght also be given to the
possibility of focusing on special themes or topics during future sessions of
the Hi gh-level Commttee.

B. Review of progress nade in inplenenting the Buenos Aires
Plan of Action and the decisions of the Hi gh-I|evel
Conmittee and the inplenentation of the recomendati ons
of the South Comm ssion

20. Mbst del egations provided informati on on their TCDC and Sout h- Sout h
cooperation policies and activities and others, especially the regiona

conmi ssions and other United Nations devel opnent system agencies, suppl enented
the detailed information already provided in the report of the Adm nistrator
(TCDCI 10/ 2) .

21. Many del egations agreed with the recommendati ons that devel opi ng countries
still needed to fornulate national policies, put in place or strengthen
establ i shed structures and national focal points. A nunber of del egations
shared the view that TCDC nust be consciously internalized by the devel opi ng
countries and its use given first consideration in formulating technica
cooperation programes. TCDC programmes shoul d support efforts by devel opi ng
countries to adapt to the newy energi ng gl obal econony and to respond to the
increasing shift towards a liberalized global trading regine.

22. A nunber of agencies and organi zati ons of the United Nations system
reported that their programes have supported centres of excellence for South-
Sout h cooperation; stimulated private-sector devel opnent; fostered regi ona
cooperative agreenents, such as those relating to research, devel oprent and
training in nuclear science and technol ogy. These initiatives were undertaken
t hrough training programes, seminars, facilitation of regional cooperation
agreenents, establishing networks and regi onal training centres.

23. The main constraints to the pronotion of TCDC, as reported by nany

del egations and agencies, included structural and cultural differences; |ack of
financial resources; insufficient awareness of the benefits and potentials of
TCDC;, limted access to information; inadequate human resources; and |ack of
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coordi nati on anong the vari ous governnment agencies involved in technica
cooperation. One delegation stated that the difficult econom c and socia
situation and the weakness of international efforts to coordinate TCDC were
anmong the many factors hindering the full inplenentation of the Buenos Aires
Pl an of Action.

24. Several del egations expressed their appreciation for the FAO Franmework
Agreenent on the Use of Experts for TCDC

25. One delegation stated that his Governnent had taken a nunber of initiatives
t owar ds maki ng Sout h- South cooperation and TCDC, in particular, a nechani sm of
choice and policy strategy in its national devel opnment and conparative

programmes. In this context, a national coordinating comrttee conprising
governnment mnistries and the private sector had been set up to oversee the
overal |l inplenmentation of TCDC. Many del egations reported the inprovenent in

national ownership in formulating, inplenenting, nonitoring and eval uating TCDC
programes and activities. Awareness and recognition of the potentiality of
TCDC nodal ity has grown steadily.

26. Many del egations urged the United Nations devel opnent systemto increase
its efforts in the pronotion and inplenentation of TCDC and intensify the use of
the TCDC nodality as an inportant instrument of programe delivery.

27. Some del egations enphasi zed that Sout h- Sout h cooperation and TCDC shoul d
not be based on conditionality, show respect for national priorities and reflect
full participation of all institutions and actors.

28. One del egation stressed that TCDC nust involve, respond to and be
accountable to the people who would Iive with the results, hence their
participation in the decision-nmaki ng process was inportant.

29. A nunber of del egations believed that a regi onal approach to TCDC woul d

i ncrease the chances for successful cooperation. Special attention should,
therefore, be given towards strengtheni ng subregi onal and regional integration
and horizontal cooperation within the South-South context. One del egation
pointed to the need for systemw de coordination of all TCDC activities,
particularly within the United Nations system

30. Sone del egations enphasi zed the need to intensify the efforts towards
br oadeni ng the base of support and participation, especially by the private
sector, non-governnental organizations and the mass nedia, in pronoting TCDC

31. A nunber of del egations expressed the view that the full realization of
TCDC obj ectives could only be assured in a w der framework of internationa

devel opnent cooperation. The true value of TCDC could only be seen if it hel ped
devel opi ng countries achi eve sustai ned econom c growth and devel opment. Sone
del egations believed it prudent to broaden the funding base for TCDC, by tapping
resources fromintergovernnental, non-governnental and private sector

organi zations. It was felt that nore innovative and flexible funding mechani sns
shoul d be devel oped to achieve that goal. |In that connection, the contributions
from Japan and the Republic of Korea to the Trust Fund for South-South
Cooperati on were highly appreciated.
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32. Geat concern was expressed by a nunber of del egations regarding the

i nactive TCDC focal points in a nunber of |east devel oped countries and the
absence of focal points in a nunber of other countries. This had inpeded their
awar eness of TCDC opportunities, thus precluding access to opportunities offered
by the nore advanced devel oping countries. In this context, sone del egations
urged the United Nations devel opnent systemto intensify efforts to address the
speci al needs and difficulties of the | east devel oped countries, snmall island
States and the | andl ocked devel opi ng countries, and to help strengthen their
capacities for undertaking TCDC activities. Sone del egations stressed the

i nportance of viable infrastructure and efficient transit transportation, which
were crucial for encouraging trade.

33. Sone del egations called for a nore systematic approach to carrying out
capacity and needs nmatchi ng exercises so as to ensure that resulting cooperation
programes were better nonitored and effectively inplenmented.

34. Sone del egations stressed the need to concentrate limted resources on
strategic initiatives that could generate significant and |long-terminpacts on
t he economni c devel opment of the cooperating countries.

35. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the need for innovative neans and new
initiatives for inplementing existing agreenents anpong devel opi ng countri es,
emanating fromrecent neetings, such as the New Del hi Conference of Mnisters
for Foreign Affairs of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries and the San José
Sout h- Sout h Conf erence on Trade, Finance and |nvestment, in order to ensure that
all parties fully benefited from existing mechanisnms. One del egation stated
that it is the responsibility of the devel oping countries to establish, define
and inplenment their own agenda. Another del egation nade it clear that "no one
can do for us in the South what we are not prepared to do for ourselves". The
TCDC nodal ity could and shoul d express that determination to act.

36. Several delegations supported the forging of a closer operational |inkage
bet ween ECDC and TCDC. Many del egations expressed the view that TCDC, ECDC and
Sout h- Sout h cooperation were fundanentally rel ated, although they had origi nated
in different forns, and that the operational integration of the TCDC and ECDC
was needed. The greater integration of TCDC/ECDC within an integrated programe
under the Special Unit for TCDC was wel coned by a nunber of del egati ons.
Furt her nore, Sout h- South cooperation was an essential nmechani smfor pronoting
accel erated econom c growh, devel opment and self-reliance. The TCDC nodality
was an inportant vehicle for the strengthening and enhancenent of South-South
cooperation. Geater efforts should, therefore, be made at all levels to

i ncrease awareness of the TCDC nodality and to sensitize all actors of its

exi stence and to highlight the cost-effectiveness in an econom c sense and the
appropriateness and adaptability in technol ogi cal terns.

37. Mbst del egations supported the proposal for the celebration of the

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action in
1998.



